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ERRATA. 

* 

VOL.1. Preface, page vii. I. 7. for never tza& ever i 
p. xi. 1. 17. expunge the word /^/V; p. 62. U 
21. read fornifb; p. 75. 1. 16. read received; p. 103. 
1. 5. for feme wholly, r. fince wholly; p. 189. 1. 14. 
r. encouraged ; p. 212. 1. &. fc having taken ; p. 224* 
1. 3. for 7/^ of April, r. 12th of March. *Secp. 273* 
L 19. P. 314. 1. 11. for he,r. Jber husband; p. 345. 
1. 15. read, who was in London, and hat lately rcleafcd 
out of the tower there, in which (he had been kept pri- 
Jbner by good Q. Elizabeth, from the time it was firft 
reported that the Queen of Scots was to marry her fon, 
till after he was got murdered. 

VO;U II. p. 24. 1. 29. for ces, r&ifesj p. nb. L dt» 
lor 1?L r. 17. 
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PREFACE. 



HAVING formed a defign of *rit- 
ing the life of Mahy Queen of 
Scots, my firft care was to colleft a 
confiderable quantity of original and authen* 
tick papers, relating to the more important 
trania&ons during that period : And, when 
I began to range theft in fome order, ancTto 
weigh their importance, how far they might 
tend> jointly or feparately, to clear doubts 
or controverfies about any material tranfa&i- 
ons or Tads that have hitherto continued to 
be points of difpute, I foon perceived that 
the chief con troverfy, ftill fo keenly kept up 
tarith regard to the conduft of that Princefs, 
namely, "Whether flie was guilty of her 
fecond husband's murder, was a matter that 
might be eafily fettled with certainty; and 
required neither fo great labour, nor To deep 

a difqui- 
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difquifition, *s hath been commonly ima- 
gined. 

At the fame time I founji that mod of the 
other remarkable* events during her life and 

reign, had both arifen from caufes and mo- 
tives, and been conduced in a manner quite 
different from what is relate^ either by our own 
hiftorians, or thofe of our neighbouring nati- 
ons. But' to give a detail of the : whole, and to 
fupport all by proper and fufiicient Vouch- 
ers, is a task of no fmall labour and difficulty, 
as every one will perceive, who confiders the 
great and ftrange events that then happened 
in our kingdom : The wars with the Englijb : 
The murder of Cardinal Beaton, at the infti* 
gation of the court of England: The reforma- 
tion, begun upon the Queen's firft marriage t 

The domeflick infurreftions, fupported by 
foreign fuccours, by which that reformation 
was eftablifhed : The rebellion on occafion of 
the Queen's fecond marriage : The murder 
of her fecretary for foreign af&irs, in her ve- 
ry prefence : The King's murder: The re- 
bellion upon her third marriage, by which 
fhe herfelf was dethroned and imprifoned t 
Her efcape, and her flight to England ; and 
the abominable confederacy betwixt that 
nation and her own rebels, in order to 
blacken her with her husband's murder, at 
their wicked iham conferences : The ma* 

nagement 
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Brfgertretft of thefe conferences:* The civil war* 
that afterwards arofe in Scotland ; and, laftly, 
the murdering of the Queen herfelf in Eng- 
land: Thefeform a chain of very extraor* 
dinary events, every link forg'd by dark con- 
trivance j and the events themfelve* (b un- 
vfual, that it is hard to conceive how they 

could have happened. Some of the for* 
met: parts indeed have been very well han- 
dled already by JJifhop Robert Keith in his 
kiflory of the reffrmtion : But eye n during 
the period of which he treat9, there {till re- 
main in the dark a great many things that 
are very neceflary to be known, tho', who- 
ever w8I attempt the clearing them, will find 
himfelf extremely "beholden to the Shop's la? 
bours. 

. My neceflary avocations, and other rea* 
(bqsj have not hitherto left me leifure tp 
profecute all th^fe things jin a proper manner, 
which neverthelefs was, and dill is my inten- 
tion, if it Hull pleafe God to continue my 
life and health. But becaufel am not cer- 
tain how (bon I may be able, to do the whole, 
J thought it might be acceptable, in the mean 
time, to attempt that iqomentous point conr 
cerningthe Queen's guilt in the murder of 
her husband, and to cut, or rather unty this 
puzzling knot, which has been efteemed, as it 
. a 2 were, 
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were, the chief circttmftance upon ^tfhich ' thf 
whole hiftory is made to depend, - ' ~ * : 

A fecond reafon that determined me to \M$ 
enterprize, is, that altho* one were poflfeftof 
leifure (ufficient for the whole, yet whoever 
would undertake it, muft find bimfelf obliged 
to endeavour in a fpecial manner to have that 
matter fet in a clear light ; which yet by its 
very nature cannot eafily be performed* to 
One's convi&ion, in pure hlftorical narrative, 
but rather requires to be done apart; becauffci 
in the light wherein it appears to me, it is-ttf 
be attempted by a kind of obvious 1 and ea(y 
critlcifm, and not by declamation. •'••'-; 

For the r efolutioiS of that difpute depend* 
entirely upon another queftionj wsr. Whether 
fonje paltry French letters, which the Queen** 
traitors fwore to be Written 'by-fter, are-gehuine 
tor not ; And behold, \ipon examination, to my 
great aftoniftiment, i c difeotered J i» them mor6 
ample and palpablemarksarid-feVidences of fof^ 
gery, than ohd could readily foave imagined* 
Upon further enquiry,! found ariother feparate 
and independent proof of {he fdrgery, froftithi 
public^ records. By them it appears, that thi 
Queen had nor yet come to QhJ£*w, when 
the firft letter-; r tiad'k biMfr toe», behoved to 
kave been wWttgft from 'thence j -nor did file 
•In the whfcle ^d#y- there fo many days a* are 
plainly mentioned in that letter as paft.She on- 



ty arrWed at<4ia«owniipon5'i/ar^/che 25^ 
cf January, and in the morning of Ait very 
day is the fefco&d letter datiedXrom ttience. 

Thefe tetter* were the Qiily proof that 
the Earls of Murray, Marten, and Zrww,^id 
*ver pretend to have againft the Queen ; and 
on them alone the whole ftrefir of the caufe 
refteth to this: very day. Of what important 
chey were efteemed, and what pain* were ta- 
ken to fix them upon Queen Ma*y, pot oftt 
ly by thefe men, but alfoby Q.E&k&bcth and 
the court of EHgland,m*y well appear by the 
many papers in the appendix h$re fubjomedj 
almoft all of .which are principally defigned td 
tharend> bprehte to thefe letters one way 6t 
other. And ever fince that time, all thefb 
who, through interedor prejudice, haveft la- 
boured ta tfefeme the unfortunate Qaeen; 
have regarded * them as moft precious jewefe 
which they wdtiM not, on any eonfideratiotf, 
have pa*fc*& with: v: " 

-Of thfe> Wfcvhave a remarkable inftaiic£ 
from a kiikfof fodfctyinfclfd about Edinburgh; 
formed *b&urx#tfvi. ye^rs ago, and whole 
prefefsM pkrpofe was to decry the chara&bt 
df that ami^We ?rincefs. Thii Was the wfy 
bond of their Confederacy -:• Thtf'the oftiy 
fcofpe of thelf initiation. T?h#fe jfcin, in Mr* 
bridgment of &eir : long labouY, that is* hah& 
ed abtmt, -gfr* u* an account -of tHeir per* 

forma nee ; 
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fbrtnance ; and the* fpeciraen of theif thir4 
$>ook begins thus: : . -* 

.« BOOK III. An account of tteEarJ 
?! of Botbmll f bow he t:ame firft into the 
*" ' Queen's favour, after the death of Rizid, 
V Her inordinate, love for him, and hatred 
l\ of her husband/ A narrative of their : a* 
itrinxmrs \ and the reafonable fufpicion of 
*f their joint cohTpiraoy againft the King's 
*f life ; with the fteps that .were taken to* 
±\ wards his 1 murder." 

: " Here, fay they, the letters that paffed 
?i between Q. Ma* y and B&hwell are to 
V. be mentioned; with the fubjeft and ira* 
•?' port of them,, to f re fare the reader for the 
i\ difcovery that was made before the En* 
" $ l fo coouniffioners,. at the conference* 
€ J held afterwards . in England'; where fur* 
g- m ther notice wiH be taken of thefe letters* 
'' There will be *ny>re perfe# and^xaffe 
w account of that murder than, has been hi- 
* thertb ptiblilhsdj* with feveral circumftan- 
« ces and events that .followed, <5rc. 
: At how great Q*p§nc$, would fome be plea? 
fed topurchafedl thefe eighty difcoveries t 
£nd yet, fuch i$ thq incredulity of fome a 7 
^nongft us, and: thefe too, in ether rpfptifo* 
jgqither owls jror: btizzards, that they will not 
4II0W, that aqy of thefe t^ingf can be made 

appear j butaK^eje^.wxd.anw crying out, 

with 
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Vith tbofe hardened men, Q. MaryY cori» 
ifliflioners,in their anfwer. to Murray; '.? That 
" thefe . horrible fafts were neither then,, or 
u fince fever proved; nor fhall at, any time 
u hereafter be proved." Alledging befidei* 
u That thefe men neither had, nor have, nor 
t* nevetf will have any thing to fey to the j>ur* 
" pofe ; hut that all, on their, part, is meri 
" empty bravade, or, at moft, an impotent 
" attempt, as the proverb has it, 

• •■ • • . . - 

*to help their lame dog o y er the ft He. 

The fociety will no doubt do themfelve* 
juftke, if thefe Men have injured them. ' At 
for me, I draw in the fame yoke with them* 
felves, even to prepare the reader < for the 
Jetters, and the discoveries made in England 

But the bare mentioning thefe letters will 
not now, I prefume, be found fufficient, unlets 
they can alfo defend them. They will there* 
fore at laft find themfelves conftrained in ho* 
nour to take up the labouring oar, and ftand on 
the def enfive^ : Or, if they are not able to 
manage it, their integrity fhould oblige them 
to difclairn their letters, as publickly it leaft, 
as they have defamed the beft of Queens 
fcy their,.believing in them. 

Some perfons belonging to that frater- 
nity have been very importunate with me 

about 



About Ads tttattd?; one (tailing loudly, that I 
fhould; VsrifhotiC delay, produce for hid fatfc 
fa&eo irhat I could fey agaiftft thefe letters \ 
" Another threknlhg what he tyotild do, if I 
flatft appear agiinft them ; and a third would 
needs before hind anfwef what I had to fay. 
• They may take what method -ihall to them 
feem heft ;- for that is all one to me: But 
they muft cxcufe me for thinking, that as I 
had then made no promife to that effeft, ei^ 
ther to them or to any body elfe, they had 
no right to call upon me in their manner. 
Their demands however are at lad Complied 
with* I have expofed thefe letters, in all the 
languages in which I could find them, to the 
view and fcorn of men, and have pointed out 
the moft material marks of the. forgery that 
occurred to me, which I wilh may be done to 
tbek fatisffc&ion. 

I had purpofed to meddle with nothing 
at prefent befides the letters, as the rea- 
der will readily perceive, becaufe in the col* 
le&ion at the end, he will find no papers re* 
lating originally to other matters. Yet by per* 
fuafion of thofe whofe judgment I much ©- 
fteem, I have added fomewhat further Con* 
Cerning the contrivers and executors of the 
murder of the King,; and whether it is likely # 
or probable, that the Earl of Both well was 
either principal or afliftant in that fad : As 

alfo 
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J$6, a brief account of the conferences at 
Xori and Wejlminfter, which had been im- 
perfectly and Unfairly publiflled by James 
+AnderJan ; who hath given nothing of them 
after the 21ft of 'December, excepting the 
proteftation by the Earls of Huntly and *Ar- 
gyle, with Murray's flitfffling anfwer, which 
he thought would be fufficient to refute it. 
So that with him are not to be found ; 

1 . The anfwers to Murray's folemft pro* 
teftation, and to his accufation of the Queen, 
called the eik. ■ 

2 . The accufation of Murray and his Com* 
plices, for murdering the King* 

3. The challenges that pad betwixt them 
and Lord Herries upon that account. 

4. The fhifts and evafions ufed by Queen 
Elizabeth and the court of England, in con- 
junction with Murray, to Another or palliate 
that accufation. 

5. The papers by which it appears that 
neither Queen Mary, nor he^tommiflioners 
could ever obtain a fight of thefe letters, nor 
yet copies of them, tho' they feveral times 
demanded them of Queen Elizabeth and her 
court. 

6. He conceals CeciPs proje£s, dated the 
2 2d o$*December and 7th of January, which 
difcjofe no fmall matters. 

b And 
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And even before the time at which ht 
breaks off, he omits, 

7. Murray's Note to Msddlemore, the 8th 
of June, reciting his former ofier to bring his 
accu&tion againft the Queen his Sovereign 
and fitter ; his doubts of the fufficiency of the 
very letters to Bothwell, for verifying his 
eccufation ; and telling how he had, even be* 
fore that time, lent a translation of them to 
^London, to be eonfidered there, whether iJiey 
might ftand or fall ; prove or not. Then ma- 
king a bargain with Queen Elizabeth, that 
iffhe will keep hini in the government of 
Scotland, he will lead the accufation, and en- 
deavour to prove it, in order to give Eliza- 
beth a pretext for detaining Queen Ma ry # 
and at laft murdering her. 

8. With the like ingenuity he pafleth over 
Q. Elizabeth's letter to her commiflioners, 
1 6th Offober, in which Ihe plainly opens her 
refolution before-hand, that Queen Mary's 
taufe ihould liave no good fuccets, difchar- 
ging them however to let the Scottijb Queen's 
commiflioners come to the knowledge thereof^ 

9. He gives not the inftruftions at large to 
Queen Mary's commiflioners, either thofe 
by the Queen herfelf, or thofe by the bell 
part of the nobility of 'Scotland. 

, Now thefe papers; befides other things led 
material, by him whollyomitted, do make by 

far 
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far the moft valuable pare of thefe cbnferen* 
ceSr I will not affirm that be knew of them 
all : But he certainly had as many of (he beft 
of them in the very books arid bundles from 
which he took the reft of his colle&ions, ag 
would have quite unraveled their whole my* 
fterious proceedings and wicked devices, of 
which he gives us not fo much as one. And 
not only fo, but in his prefaces and obferva* 
tions, he gives feveral dark infinuations in 
matters where he thought it not fafe to fpeak 
out plainly, all pointing againft the Queen, 
or her moft faithful commiUloners or adhe- 
rents. Of this cunning management, the lo 
ciety of which wefpoke already, do complain; 
becaufe, fay they, the meaning of his Ihor; 
" notes and obfervations cannot be eafily ua- 
" derftood, but by fuch as are pretJty welt 
" verfed in the affairs of that time ; he ha* 
" viog made no particular application of 
** them." 

Who would not have expe&ed better things 
from a man who gravely tells us *, " That 
" all faithful hiftorian* and publishers of hi- 
" florical tran&ftions, ought in matters of 
." fad, to lay afide all partial regard to reli- 
gion, country, intereft, preppfleflions, par- 
ties, or other views ; and pay their inrire 
44 devotion to the altar of truth.— — • For, 

b 2 notr 

- # Vol. I. end of the preface* 
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'* notwithstanding all art and opposition whafr 
« foever, truth will at laft prevail." What* 
ever it may do at laft, it is certain that fome 
of the moft flagitious of the fens of men have 
been reprefented as faints, -and (bme of the 
beft run down as profligates, who muft ly 
tinder that imputation till the end of this 
world, as all means of vindicating them are pe- 
riftied, Thus it hath been, and thus it will 
be among men, till avarice and ambition have 
an end* 

For thefe eaufes I thought it necef&ry to 
givetfrofe conferences fully, in order to open 
the eyes pf fuch as have been impofed upon 
by this grofs difingenuity : Which obliged me* • 
contrary to my firft intention, to croud more 
papers into this one fmalj volume, -than he has 
jxi his four large ones. 

If it jfhould be obje&ed, that ts(t this rate 
bne can never be feeut-e of coming . & the 
truth, as he cannot certainly know but there 
may ftill remain more concealed writings that 
ihight ni^ke for Anderfi>n % in the fame manner 
as he concealed thofe that made for the o- 
ther fide. The anfwen is, That the objection 
has np place here. There is no occafion of 
trufting to any thing but one's own eyes. 
The papers will all be found in the places 
where they are faid to be, and I am no more 
fpn$graed in them. The moft part here 

made 
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made ufe of againft Murray,. Morton, Q. 2?- 
Uzabethy &c. are their own, and found with 
themfelves, either exhibited by them in open 
court, or written, fent, marked and deliver- 
ed, regiftred or printed, and always acknow- 
ledged by them or their aflbciates ; and with 
them, for the moft part, they (till remained. 
And if they are condemned and convifted by 
thefe, or any of them ; how vain would the i- 
imagination be, that they could poffibly be 
acquitted by aiiy other papers whatever ! 

Some people have declared their opinions, 
that the matter is of no confequence, and 
fcarcely worth thfe enquiry, whether thefe let- 
ters are genuine or not. But there is (bmething 
of Angularity in this. Letters of far lefs con- 
fequence have by good judges been reckoned 
worthy to have books written concerning 
«hem. Of how great importance they were 
to Murray's fa&ion and Queen Elizabeth, 
hath been hinted at already : But hear them- 
felves. " No other way or means, fay the 
4( one, can be found for the fecurity of our- 
44 felves and our pofterity." Says the other, 
44 Let Buchanan's little Latin books, [con- 
" taining fome of thefe letters] be difperfed, 
44 for they will ferve to good effeft to difgrace 
44 her ; which muft be done, before other' 
44 purpofes can be attained," 

'TV 
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'Tis true, after thcfc purpofcs were attaia* 
qA, the letters funk considerably in their va- 
lue as to thefe people ; but as to the reft of 
mankind, their Value continues to be the fame 
as at firft. All thole who have treated of the 
tranfa&ons in Britain of thofe times, have 
ftill hitherto thought them defer ving of their 
attention, and the fame opinion ftill prevails* 
The fociety above-mentioned, we fee, after ha* 
virig brooded over thefe matters for thirty 
fix years, find it neceflary to take (helter urn 
der thefe letters : And indeed if they are 
Once proved to be fuppofititious, the fociety'* 
labours fo long bellowed in oppofition to 
truth, virtue and injured innocence, wiU 
probably prove abortive. 

T\Vo late Writers of EngUJb hiftory, Mr. 
Gutbry and M*. Carte, would have been, Vm 
perfuaded, extremely glad to have found the 
certain truth of this matter* The former un- 
dertook fairly to prove the forgery of thefe 
letters, but failed in the performance. Mr/ 
Carte hath publifhed a particular defence of 
Queen Mary's innocence, in which he hath 
colle&ed arguments and evidences to that 
purpofe, with more diligence and force than 
any that went before him, in fo much that 
were all the foundations on which he buiidsy 
folid enough, there would remain little more 
requifite to be faid on the fubjeft* But un« 

* luckily 
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luckily he lays hold fomctimes upon infoffl. 
cient evidence, of which take three or fbtrir 
inftances. 

i. He fuppofeth the confeffions of Johk 
Hepburn, John Hay, Powrie, &c. fubjomed 
to George Bucbanarfs detettion, to be autheri- 
tick or true ; whereas they are only fuch 
tales as the faftion thought proper to fpread 
abroad when that libel was publifhed ; and 
muft have been drawn up after the beginning 
of September 1569, when fecretary Letting* 
ton and Sir James Balfour, falling into (brae 
difgrace with the reft of the party, began ti 
be charged by them with the murder of rtife 
Xing : And probably not till the time of Le- 
nox's regency, during which they were both 
profcribed. 

James Anierfon had obferved that theft 
confeffions did not correfpond with their pre- 
tended particular confeffions publifhed bf 
him ; for in thefe there is nothing againft the 
Queen, or Sir James Balfour, though both 
are brought in at the end of the deteftion : 
And to reconcile this jarring evidence, which 
Biath a very ugly ufpeft, he tells us thefe laft 
:onfeflions were made at the place of thei^ 
execution ; whereas thofe firft publifhed by 
iim, are their judicial confeffipns, taken at 
ill length from records : But the thing itfelf 
Lews that it was deflgned to pafs for i 

fummary 
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fummary of all their confeffions. Moreover 
that the particular ones were entered on 

record may be doubted : The Contrary would 
feem to be true from p. 173. 188. and 190. 
of his ownbook, Vol. 2. There we are told 
that there were original confeffions of thefe 
men in the Jufticiary-court, which however 
were not made before that court, but elfe- 
where, before Murray and fome of his ac- 
complices, which adds nothing to their cre- 
dit* Nor indeed would it fignify much altho* 
they had recorded them a hundred times : Fdf 
they recorded the letters to Bothwell : But 
did this prove them to be amhentick ? So far 
from it, that this faft is enough to discredit 
ill their records to fueh a degree, that none of 
them could 6ver after be received againft any 
perfbn but themfelves* 

A fecond inftance of infiifBcient evidence 
relied upon by Mr. Carte, is Monf. de Fene* 
Ion's letter, 5th January 1574, Narrating, 
that Ormejlon confefled that the Earl of Both* 
well fhewed him a paper promifing him affifl- 
ancein murdering the King, fubfcribed by th* 
Earl of Morton amongft others. 

A third inftance is the o£opartite deed faid 
by fome hiftorians to have been given to the 
Earl of Bothwell for that purpofe ; which two 
points are briefly examined in the following 
treatife. 

A 
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' hit fourth ihftance is, . That too fatich ftrefe 
it.Jaid on .the. authority of forfte feiftoriansi 
sTfous hi argues> that thq ftltopod of Mor r 
•Ws talfe abwfihh finding tbg, Queen's filver 
.box* jrod '.the letters' id it# witfy George. 'DaU 
%kifb, upon the .ioth day of $ un $> muft be 
manifeftty |aMef ; tfccaufe *Dalgi&/h was only 
tajced pff Scdtfapd :by <3ra%ge. in ; the begin- 
ning, of September following j ; for which he 
t;ites Sir J&mes Ajfplvil's Memoirs. The ar- 
gument would be invincible, could Me hi 11 
.be relied on j tut in fa& .Melvill is in the 
wrong. . , ,.\ v s ', -■;, . 

There is- to befeen, in the paper-office at 
London, a lejtter tq Queen Elizabeth from Sir 
Nicholas Throckmorton, her ambaflador ill 
Scat land, dated at Edinburgh 18th July 1567* 
in which he writes thus : " The Earl Both* 
41 *weW% poster* and one of his; other fer- 
•' vants of tys chamber, bei^ng ; apprehended 
. u have confefled foch fundry circumftances, 
. " as it appeareth evidently that he, the (aid 
" Earl, was onreof the principal executers of 
" thq murder, in his own perfon, accompa- 
" nied with fundry others ; of which number 
" I cannot yet certainly learn the names, but 
€t of three of them, that is to fay, two of thd 
« Grmiflons of Tividale, and one Hepburn 
4t of Bolton?* This fervant of his chamber 1 
Was no other than 'Dalglcijb. I grapt that 

c Sir 
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Sir Nicholas write* thus upon hearfay tfnly ; 
and it fignifies little to ascertain what was 
confefled, or if any thing at all; but fure- 
ly it preponderates MehiW% ftory, that *Dal» 
gleifb was not apprehended before September. 
'Mr. Carte therefore hath been unwarily 
tariffed by Mehitl as to this fa& : I fay un- 
warily ; for I would not be thought, by ob- 
serving thefe things, to intend the leaft reflexi- 
on upon Mr. Carte, who hath ufed great in- 
duftry and integrity in treating of the affairs 
xf Mary Queen of Scots, <bn& faithfully dis- 
charged the duty of an hiftorian, according 
to fuch vouchers as he could find; altho* 
thefe happen fbmetimes to fee inefficient and 
''erroneous, 

' Mr. Carte h not the only writer who hath 
' been led into errors by Mehitl. The misfor- 
tune is, that they who know no better have 
reprefentett him as an honeft man, and one 
who would not have injured the Queen to his 
knowledge. True it is, he neither feems to 
have had the malice or impudence of Knox or 
Buchanan • in his temper. But he clofely fol- 
lowed the fbotfteps of his father Sir John 
Mehitl of Raifib, who was juftly condemned 
by parliament in the Year 154S, for treafoh- 
able correfpondence with the Englijh, in time 
of war, againfthis Queen and country. Nor 
is his veracity to be relied upon in the leaft ; 
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at will appear by the following inftances, 
which I give here to caution people againft 
trufting him for the future. 

The Queen dowager of Scotland, out of 
meer com pa (Hon, fent this man, after his fa» 
ther's forfeiture and execution, to be a page 
of honour to the Queen her daughter, then in 
France, when he was about fourteen years of 
age. He was afterwards taken into the fervice 
oi^dnne de Montmorency Conftable of France* 
When the rebellion broke out in Scotland up- 
on pretence of religion, the year after the 
Queen's marriage, the King of 'France was 
informed that the Prior of St. Andrews, then 
known by the defignation of the Bafiard of 
Scotland y afterwards Earl of Murray, was fet-* 
ring up for the crown ; * upon which he de- 
termined to fend fome trufty perfon to Sc at- 
land, to enquire diligently whether it was fa, 
or what the rebels would be at. The Con- 
ftable recoinmerided Melvill, who, as he i» 
magined, in consideration of the duty he owed 
to himfelf, would be faithful and diligent, and 
as being a Scot/man, might have the better 
opportunities to accomplifh his errand. 

Me hill thus employed, applies himfelf to 
Throckmorton the Engli/b ambaflador ip 
France, fignifying that he could now be of 
fonte f^rvice to Queen Elizabeth fri$ miftrefc. 
Throckmorton accordingly recommends him 

C 2 tO 
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tc fecretary Cecil for that purpfcfe, by his let* 
*er dated 1 8th May 1559 *, with a hint that* 
he had done fome fervices to him * already.* 
And upon the 4th of July thereafter, he-re? 
commended John Melvin, brother to thifr 
James, for a penfionfrom the TZngUJh courts" 
to ferve them againft his country ; who plead- 
ed merit at their hands, becaufe his father had 
loft his head, and he and his had b$en pro? 
fcribedfor England's fake. Upon the 27 th 
of July he recommends both, but efpecially 
James : " I have not found any, fays he, id 
" my opinon, fo meet to be ufed and enter- 
f tained, for the Queen's majeftie's fervice, 
" as James Melvin, who is prefently ia 
" Scotland, and is the Conftable his fervant. 
" He is a man'of eood capacity, and hath fun-: 
" dry rare parts in him, not to be found- in 
V many : "Wherefore, 1 fuppofe, you fliall dtjj 
"well to ufe the beft means you can, if he 
" cortie by you, to make him her Majeftie's ; 
" for he ihall be able to do her good fer- 

f f vice.'? 

» 

Sir James fays, he was difcharged to let 
his commiflion be known, either to the Quedh- 
regent, or to *D'Oyfel the King of France 
r his Lieutenant in Scotland. • Let them believe 
him who can ! Who then was to be acquaint- 
ed with it ? why, it feems he who knew beft,, 

'•'£V0$ 

f Dr. Forly p. 97. 153. ?8o. > ' 
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pven the Prior iiimfel£ To *hkn at lead 
Mehill applied, being introduced by Henry 
Balnaves of Hall hill, one who had joined the 
tonrderers of Cardinal Beaton, to aflift in keep 
ing out his caftle of St. 'Andrews, for* the 
behoof of Henry VIII. of England* and had 
been banifhed on that account; but was now 
returned to join in the rebellion, and was in 
great credit with the Prior. There the com- 
miflion was produced, 'and the cjueflion put? 
to his Lordfhip. The reader may eafily con? 
jefture what anfwer would i>6 returned ; X 
al(b leave it to him to judge whether this com- 
miffion was not duly and honourably exe- 
cuted. 

Mehill complains, that upon his return to 
France, King Henry II. being dead, and the 
Conftable out of court, he found his voyage, 
and the anfwer he had got, all in vain. This 
he attributes to the Houfe of Guife, whom 
he moft injurioufly blames as the chief inftm- 
ments of all the troubles in Scotland. How- 
great pity was it that thefe Gtiifes did not re- 
ward the Gentleman according to his deme- 
rits ! Yet he was rewarded, though from ano- 
ther* quarter. He tells us himfelf, p. ^S. 
that upon this very occafion he obtained a 
penfion from Queen Elizabeth, at the inttance 
of Sir Nicholas "Throckmorton, to help to en- 
tertain him in his travels ©oubtlefs he -had 
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deferred it, tho' his modefty ha& not perait* 
ted him to tell how : For wherever we find 
Seotfmtn getting penfions from the Englijb 
court, we may pronounce them traitors to 
their native country, without any danger of 
being miftaken. But in the prefent cafe we 
have proof, as well as prefumption. 

Another lingular inftance o£ MtfvilPs fide- 
lity and veracity we have in, his account of 
Cbrijlopher Roxby, one who had been em- 
ployed by the court of England as a fpy, to 
pretend to be a zealous (tickler for Queen 
Mary's Title to that crown, to offer his fer- 
vice for carrying on a correfpondence with 
fuch as favoured her in that kingdom, and to 
fend an account of his difcoveries to fecretary 
Cecil, that means might be found out to cut 
off all who favoured her juft right. Mevill 
informs us that Roxby addrefled bimfelf to 
(he Queen by means of the Biihop of Rofs, 
who was a Catholick ; that by fundry intelli- 
gences fent to Cecil, he did great prejudice. 

To gain Roxby the greater Credit with the 
.Queen of Scots, Queen Elizabeth complain- 
ed by her Ambaflador Killigrew, that he 
was entertained in Scotland, and would needs 
have him delivered up. 

. This contrivance, Mehill fays, was difco- 
vered by the vigilance of his brother Sir Ro- 
bert Mehill, Queen Ma&y's Ambaflador in 
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England, who in due time font informatiolt 
to the Queen and to him alfo : So that hovfr 
foou. Kiltigrnxr made his complaint, Queen 
Maut caufed Roxby to be apprehended, 
with aU his wrkings and cyphers, and d- 
mongft the reft, a letter from Cecil, which 
difctofed the whole correfpondence. 

Upon the 1 9th Day of June Sir James 
Melvitt himfelf was dispatched to England, 
to notify to Queen Elizabeth the birA 6f 
the Prince, and alfo, among other things that 
Roxby was fecured, and would be delivered 
when fhe inclined to call for him. This hfe 
fays he did, and that Elizabeth feemed td Be 
pleafed as to Roxby, bat forgot to fend 1 foV 
him. In about two days Sit James took- his 
leave, but did not retnrn till he was furtj/H* 
ed with wholfbme infiruftions from his bro- 
ther Sir Robert; for Queen Mary's behavi- 
our with refpeft to thtEngltfi, which he fei* 
down at length* as from the original, and par- 
ticularly for fending Roxby to be kept in & 
fecure place far North, and for blading the in- 
telligence he had given ; '-* For, (fays S3- 
« James) the Bifhop of Rofi made the faid 
u Raxby*s addrefe to the Queen : for neithei* 
" he, nor the Earl of Bothweli, defired her 
" Majeftie's affairs to profper under my brtf. 
9t therms management, becaufe he was not of 
" their faction : So that by their means Rox- 
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i" by got. that 'ihtelligence a& put 'all her Mi- 
*' jeftie's affairs ! .once in !* .venture ; •; until 
*' my brother's' extraordinary - intelligence^ 
* from Cwohi as were mod intijriate. with/thfe 

'At 

.« Queen of Mngland,. made him ciaufe. ap- 
" preh^nd the (aid Roxby, Wkh - his whole 
" letters, and, memoirs, as {aid is. So are m&- 
"■ n y g<Wd princes > handled, and : commonly 
/' their f r ueftfervants decourted, bjr the envy 
/'and craft of their factious, enemies I For 
wicked menywho have loft, their credit- by 
trumpery fend tricks; thereby they get no 
: i€ place to. dd !gocd fervice. to; .'princes, eflay 
." t$ creep jp to xheir favour by^wlliis, flattery 
•* r and. other jftnla&ful meats/, whereby they 
/''mayrdecatift fiiih asfurmourat them in Yir- 
, u tug and honeft reputation." F . . 
. The. reader will/ no doubt/be Iready to allow 
.f hat the popjJhJJifbop of Rofo.,: and . unfan£ti- 
fi&Jtoltfsfythwdlt *rett deferved this fe- 
Vere cejiftw.ei for < their envy ahd blundering 
politicks, whieh would have.rpined all, had 
-HOt thefe two proteftant brethren flobd in the 
gap , l)ke. tjejie knights, and refeued alh For 
who after this V^oUld imagine, or; readily be- 
Jieve, that. £}r James Melvitl himfelf was 
•the very maja.who introduced Roxby to the 
Queen I that the popifh Bifhop pf Rofs was 
one of thofe . who managed Roxbyh affairs f ¥ 

and 

\t Bp. Keith'* hift. append, p. 169. 
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£nd> nd doubt,, difcovercd him ? or that h$ 
.w& not fdzrfd upon till after Sir James's rer 
turn to Edinburgh f. Yet tbat the matter was 
reaJly thus, appears from two of Rtxby's lee 
ters ro£Snri£.'the one datfed the fecond day of 
July i $66 f> in which he fays, he had got a 
letter from .Cecil i but had not as yet feen 
Xittigfrw, and defires further inftru&ions* 
In the other, written after his releafe out of 
the caftle of Spy me in Murray *, he plainly 
tells the ftory, that James Melvill introdu* 
ced him to the Queen. 

A. mail mud have a large flock of reputati- 
on who tan bear up againit fuch flagrant in* 
fiances of treachery to his Sovereign, and 
falfhood in charging his own faults upon in- 
nocent perfons of character and worth. Ma* 
ny more, examples might be brought of this 
kind, and his brother Sir Robert might be pro- 
ved to have been as great a traitor as he him* 
felf, if it were neCeflary ; and yet thefe two 
are ajmoft the only heroes in his book. 

I (hall only take notice of one more of Mel- 
W/'sftories, which, akho' it is of a much worfe 
kind than. a pure miftake, hath been laid hold 
of to the Queen's prejudice. He tells us, 
f. 78. That Lord Her ties came to, Edin* 
burgh fome time before the Queen went tt> 

d Stirlin 



f Bp. Keith* * hid. append. p» 3$ & 
* ffajnes State papers, p. 445* , 



x*vi Tie P R E FACE. 

Stirling (which was upon the a 2d day .of 
jiprtl 1567)1 and acquainted -her Majefty, 
V how it was currently reported through the 
" country, that the Earl of Botbwell murder- 
u ed the King, and thatfhe was to marry him ; 
" earneftly requefting her Majefty, on his 
" kneeSj againft that marriage;" and infimi&tes 
that there arofe no finall animofity betwixt 
the Earl and Lord'Herries upon that account. 
But nothing of this is true : Lord Her rics tip- 
on the 19th Day of that very. Month of St* 
p r H*i joined with, the reft of the nobility and 
clergy in fubfcribfng the bond, by which they 
approved of the EarPs acquittal by his peer?, 
and engaged themfelves to defend him againft 
all who would accufe him afterwards of the 
King's murder, and to promote his marriage 
with th$ Queen, if it might pleafe her to 
humble herfelf fo far as to prefer one of her 
own fubje&s to foreign Princes 3 And upon 
the xiv. day of May, being the day before 
the folemftization of that marriage, he is one 
of the witncfle* in the contract for it: and, 
upon the xviv day we find the Lord Her* 
ries fitting in council with' the Earl, then 
made Duke of. Orknay. 

It would be in vain to obje& here Murrtty 
and Morton's tale f , that the fubfcriptions to 

this 

* Bp. KittV* hiJL pi 383. 

t Append* p. 141. 
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this bond wer,e ' obtained by eompulfion ; as 
if the Earl xifi?0/Aw/Z alone, pouldbave for- 
ced the whole c&rgy and nobility at the par- 
liament, or .^rather, for ought appears, the 
whole parliament itfel£ Every one who is 
acquainted with Lord Herriesh chara&er, 
mud know, that all of the^n could not have 
compelled him alone to fubfcribe any paper, 
that, to his perfuafion* tended to a wickc4 
purpofe. 

Their other excufe is (till more atfurd, that 
they were commanded to fubfcribe that bond 
by. a writing under the Queen's hand, vyhich 
they lb confidently produce^ atTW; for the 
tenor of the bond itfelf Ihews. that it muft have 
been given without the Queen's knowledge. 
So. that if ever thefe men forged any thing, 
they certainly forged that warrant. But ha- 
ying treated, of this matter in the following 
brief difcufljon of the Earl ofJiojbwelFs cafe, 
and of the proofs alledged againft him, to 
that I refer the reader. 

. So much I thought neceflary for warning 
people to beware ofMehill, who is the more 
dangerous, becaufe a kind of bofbm enemy. 
J might proceed to jlhew that Abp. Spottiji 
woo4 has written feveral things concerning the 
Qiieen, without due examination : And that 
^DeThou has malicioufly abufed Tier. This 
man pretended that he had his information 
? d z front 
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From Papifts, which he had only from one 
John Colvilly fucfy another temporifing Pa- 
pift as himfelf, ?*nd they were both of them 
Engtifb penfionaries *. From which fort pf 
fnen little trqth is to be expe&ed. 

But ^h^ever has been faid, to the difpa T 
fagempnt of that Prjncefs, or whoever faid it, 
Signifies nothing: Fpr M^ny Queen of Scot* 
To far excelled all other fovereign Princes 
who ever yet appeared q\\ the face of the 
earth, that, as if fhe had not been of mortal 
nature, all the arts and contrivances of her 
numerous and ipalicipus enemies have not a- 
vailed to fix upon her pne cfime, flxall I fay, 
pay, pot o^e fingle foible, either while on 
the throne f pr in the jail, from hjsr cradle 
to her grave, unlefs fhc waqt of qmnifcience 
pr omnipotence fhall be reckoned in her a 
ttefeft, Thi^ i$ the yefy truth : And this 
can and fiiall be made manifeft, to the admi- 
ration and fatisfaftion of all good men^ and 
to the lhaftie and confufion of all others, 
who fh^li ever, ip time coming, d^re to gaiiv 
(ay. ' 

Tfye papers in the appendix will difclofi? 
Ibme other practices, betides thofe that I 

^s^ve h^d occafion to obferve; as fpr example, 
f. 1 59. **4 *^9? t \}% t 1 ^9 O^ 61 } ^*? tcafed 
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to think ofzxiEnglt/b marriage, during the 
conferences at Tort, with other matters, which 
I muft leave to the reader's own fagacity to 
find out. As to the papers themfelves, where 
I had not accefs to the originals or records, I 
got double copies of mod of them, by which 
I was enabled to correft James Anderfirtt 
book in feveral places. Of fome few I had 
only fingle copies, and tho' lam not altoge- 
ther (atisfied with the tranfcrlbers diligence : 
Yet I verily believe there is no omiflion or 
ouftake, that can much n>arr the fenfe, of 
gfjy mater&l period. 
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LETTER S, 

Said to be written Iff 

Ma r r Queen of SCOTS, 

TO 

* • • » 

JAMES Earl of BothtvelL 
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The Introdu&ion, 

AMongst all tile controverted hifta- 
ries in the world, that of Mart Queen 
of Scots hath now, for many years been reck* 
oned the moll amazingly intricate and per* 
plexed, and continues to be (b efteemed to 
this very day. Yea to one who will curioufly 
weigh the oppofite and contradictory a* 
counts, given by different perfons of the 
fame fads, it would (eem as if this were 
not of the like nature with tiny ©th$r* 
hiftory, either arictent or modern. Other 
hiftories, for the moft parr*- haye becofttfc 
• :: dif 
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. dUputabte, through the (carcity^. or deftruftl- 
ton, ctf dLonametits relating to their feveraL 
rimes, to the want of capacity in thofe who 
wrote them, or fdme obvious difadvantage 
under wWdi they laboured" for attaining to 
fufre meahs'of knowledge, b^ livihg either at 
too great diftance of time after the tranfadf- 
ons themfelves, or of place from the theatre 
t>f aftton; r But none of thefe things- can h£ 
alledged in Queen Mary's ft6ry. It had fie- 
come d fubjeft of high difpute in her own 
time ; and hath been treated ever firice, as a 
poiht of the deepeft eoncerh id all modern 
hiftory, by the ableft writers abroad and at 
home. Many have * made it theif peculfef 
care to fearch out and preferve whatever mo- 
numents or- documents they thought tould be 
of ufe for clearing any doubts and obje- 
ctions that fell in their way; while others 
have laid themfelves out to colleft, puWHh 
and preferve all the fcandalous libels, or fto- 
ries, that had ever been trumped up, either 
by them who dethroned her, or thofe who 
murdered her, to fcreen their own wicked- 
nefs. Hence it happens, that we are rather 
overwhelmed with memoirs and vouchers of 
the feveral particular events during that pe- 
riod, than defe&ive therein : Yet, neverthe- 
lefs the hiftory itfelf, by this multiplicity of 
jarring and incoaGItent e vidence, is become- 
rather 



i:N TRO 2> UGT ION. * 

rather more inVjbIv^d,e/peciaIIy that part of it> 
relating to the murder of her feeond husband, 
and whether (he was herfelf innocent, or guil* 
ty, of that faft. ' Some have always abfolved 
her, while others paffionately condemn her, 
and fpate riot to beftow the moft opprobrious 
language upon all; who prefume to differ from 
their dpinon^ uncharitable as it 194 

The truth of the matter, is, the Queen'? 
enemies took the ftart of her friends. They 
not only invented and fpread abroad this ca- 
lumny upon her, but alio in the prefence of 
Queen Elizabeth and her commiflioners in 
England, they proved, fo far as their pofitiye 
oaths could go, two main points againft her, 
namely, *' Ttjat * file was in. the foreknowv 
ledge, counfel, device, and perfuaded and 

" commanded that her husband fliould be 

• - • * • . . .. • 

* € murdered ; and after that was done, for* 
V tified and maintained the murderers : n As 
alfo, " That b the Earl of Bothwell . feized 
her perfop with her own confent, and by a 
ftratagem of her own contrivance/ 31 Both 
which points they did verify by -feme French 
letters which they exhibited upon oath c as 
written with her own hand to the Earl of 
Bothwell : "Which letters were received by 

the Englijb commiflioners, examined and 

c com- 

* Append, p. 207. 
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compared, once and again, with other letterl 
unqueftionably written by Queen Mary *,and 
like wife with a tranflation of them into Eng* 
lip, that had been fent up by > Murray id 
England in the month of Jutit that year ; 
and no difference being by them found, the 
letters to Botkwell were all mgrbfled in the 
memorials of the feffions of thife commiffion* 
fers, excepting one, of which afftferwards. 
' Was not this a very cautious 1 and folemn 
procedure ? Behold with what fcrupulfctifc 
nicety, and critical exa&nefsj thefe letters 
Were admitted, fcnd fo patiently collated once 
*nd again, before they were recorded ! But 
this being once done irt fuch a Court, where 
Queen ElizaBeift herfelf, that bright occiden- 
tal ftar, prefixed in perfon ; at the fight too 
of an unufual number of the nobility of Old 
England, coiiveened for that very purpofe ; 
their whole a&s being drawn up by the di- 
re&ion and affiftance of honidft fecretary Cr- 
til ; and all the' fundamentals f (o well fecu- 
red by the repeated oaths, " and fofemn prote- 
ctions, of thefe godly worthies, the Earls of 
Murray and Morton, the firft proteftant Bi- 
fllppof Orknay, the Lord Lindfay, and the 
titular Abbot of ' Ihtnfermling ; the bufinefe 
feems to have been almoft over : For if 
fortifications fo impregnable could be taken 

by 
f Append. 235. 239. 252. *J& 
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by ftorm, and fuch folid foundations blowa 
in the air, what other fafe refuge could the 
perfons concerned expeft to find I The Earl 
of Murray was fo certain of the truth of %Ji 
that he laid to Queen Mary's charge, that he 
thought Q. Elizabeth bound by God's ordi- 
nance to put her to death for the murder of 
her husband, becaufe he was Elizabeth^ near 
kinfman, and born her fubjeft a . And Cecil 
was of the lame opinion, even a that Q. Elir 
" zabetK was bound in confcience to anfwcr 
the petitions of her fubjefts, in matters of 
blood, upon her fubje&s ; b " that is, upon 
Queen Mary, for, in Cecil's language, fhe 
and all the people of Scotland were fubjefts 
to Elizabeth r by realbn of her fuperiority fl- 
yer that: kingdooi c . Is it to be imagined that 
the one would have petitioned, or the other 
fo foon relblved, that afovereign Queen fliould 
be put to death, had not the force of convi&i- 
on prefled very hard upon their tender con- 
ferences ? 

If the reader fhall<lefire to know, as it iV 
likely he will> how Queen Mary's commif- 
fioners could be employed all this time, that 
they did not either refute thefe letters, or, at 
leaft, give in their objections againft them, a? 
they certainly always efteemed them forge- 
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ries; he may find in the appendix, that they 
were not idle ; and in the following brief ac- 
count of thefe conferences, the manner in 
which they were im ployed, is narrated in few 
words, and to thefe he is referred. But to 
refute the letters was altogether impoffible for 
them, becaufe they could never obtain either 
a fight of the pretended originals, or copies 
cf them, altho 9 they often demanded them s 
at the Queen of England's hands. Nay Eli- 
zabeth declared that fhe would receive proof 
of Murray's accufation of the Queen, his 
fovereign, before fhe were heard for herfelf ; 
and really did fo. But as the particulars ot 
that acpufation were kept a profound fecret 
•from Queen Mary and her commiflioners, 
there was no remedy left them but (imply to 
deny. This indeed was done : Both the 
Queen herfelf b , and her commiflioners in 
her name; 'did abfolutely deny that ever fhe 
wrote to any creature for fuch purpofes; and 
affirmed, that if there were any fuch writings, 
they were falfe, feigned, forged, and invent? 
ed by Murray, Morton and their accompli- 
ces themfelves : And this they undertook to 
prove, providing they might be permitted tp 
take a view of the pretended originals, anct 
get copies of them' : But neither the one, 

* Append, p. 282. 297. 308. 
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tfor the other could ever be obtained ; with- 
out which nothing could be done. 

It appears indeed by a letter from the Bi- 
|hop of Rofs to Queen Elizabeth, dated the 
xvij. oflDecember 1568, that he had got feme 
general account of the letters, and the con- 
tents, by word of mouth, either from fome 
of the Englijh eommifiioners, or, which is ra- 
ther more probable, from fecretary Matt I and; 
by which account, imperfeft as it was, he points 
out feveral ftrong preemptions of the forge- 
ry, and feveral marks of the infufficiency of 
the letters *, but at the fame time fell into 
fome fmall miftakes concerning them, as might 
be well expe&ed in ,one who argued from bi$ 
memory, concerning writings of which he had 
only heard : So his obfervations went for, no* 
thing. % 

Queen Mary and her commiflloners per* 
ceiving this double dealing, that thefe coih 
ferences, to which Elizabeth had urged her 
to confent, for pardoning her rebels, and be- 
ing reconciled to them, To that they might live 
in recurity,and lhe enjoy her kingdom in peace 
fofr the future, were fo unaccountably carried 
on, to no other purpofe, -but purely to her 
difhonour ; and the very means of clearing 
herfelf thus denied her, they refolved to go 
to work another way, by which they might 

prove 

a Append, p. 389. . - 



I INTRODUCTION. 

.prove the forgery by inference, feeing they 
were debarred of the means whereby it could 
have been done in the dire& manner. They 
neeufed Murray, JMbrton and th qir aflbciates, 
as the authors, inventers, and fome of them, 
the executers of that murder a , and engaged 
to prove that accufation alfo againft them, and 
ft&ualty began to colleft fome additional proof; 
for though they knew the matter from the be- 
ginning, and wanted not proof fc; the Quee£ 
had declined to take this method hitherto ; 
fcecaufe, as ftie truly faid herfelC €t It coijld 
<< not feem fit nor convenient to ftand before 
u foreign judges to accufe them, and much 
*' lefs to be accufed by ^hem, they being o£ 
4S fenders, &c. c " tho' at Jaft by thofe wick- 
ed and fhamelefs proceedings, {he found her- 
felf obliged to accufe them. 

Things had hitherto been carried on altoge- 
ther according to the' intention and defire both 
of Murray's fe&ion, and of Q. Elizabeth and 
her court : But this method.of proceeding caft 
a heavy damp on all their fpirits, and thruft 
their nofes quite out of joint. Great was the 
affront, that a woman, in their own prifon, e- 
yen tho' ihe was a Queen, affifted by twp 
Servants only, fhould, at fuch a critical jun* 

dure j 
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©aire, have fallen upon the only proper me' 
thod to difclofe their fecrets, and difturb th« 
fchemes that'' had been formed and purfued 
for feveral years, by people who thought 
themfelves the very prime politicians in the 
world ; and it cannot be denied but they had 
acquired feme qualifications, that are reckon* 
ed chiefly iectflary to form adepts in the 
fcience, by drmkirtg deeply of the potion that 
fecured them againft all Jhame and qualms 
of conscience. 

. • Various were the enpediems thought of td 
Ward this deadly blow. They were alt of 
them confcious that the accu&fion was juft; 
and therefore the matter muft apt be brought* 
to a trial : Something however muft be- at* 
tempted to raifei their fallen countenances. 

Murray and Morton knew themfelves t($ 
be principally levelled at ; for which reafoh^ 
before the accufition lhould be formally pre* 
fented, they bravely refolved that the : que* 
ftion fhould be determined, hot by a full and 
feir hearing, but by a duel, to be* fought, 
not by either of them in perfon, but by pre* 
xy. For this purpofe they engaged Patrick 
Lord Lind/ay, a very inconfiderate man, 
whom they ufed as a meer tool, to fend a 
challenge to Lord Herrits, for accufing Lord' 
Regent Murrayh Qrace and his company, 

• •■"' of 
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pfthe King ? s murder ; whidi he did upoft 
the 2jzd (xitOecewber *. 
I I^ord Hemes would fi^ht; with none of 
their proxfes on that oc^aCon, but only with 
the principals ; becaufe, he. faid, €i It wis 
f ( fneeteft Chat traitors flttrald, pay fpr their 
f* own treafon." . But Murray and Mortori 
were too tender of their own dear skins, to 
endanger them in the like manner as they did 
JLord Lifiifqfis Thty therefore moft mean* 
ly applied to the Earl of Liecefter, Q. El*> 
zabethh mn\\on, for his affiftanee to mollify 
liofd Herries ; wfab thereto potf feht word te 
that nobleman to come to edurj that veFy day, 
Vipon fome importunate fuk of the Earl <£ Mur- 
ray. Lord fJerries abfolutely fefufed to fee 
Murray upon any terms, unlefs it fliould b* 
cither to avow the accufationf, or the cartels 

, exchanged that- day betwixt him and Lind* 
fay, of which he fent back copies to Ltice* 
fter, affuring him, that if his prefence was 
wanted on that account, he fliould not fail 
to come, if God fpared his life, at the hour 
that his Lordihip fliould appoint K 

This anfwer made the cafe ftill Worfe. < 
Cowardice . permitted not the good Regent, 
or his companion Morton, to fight; tho' they 

, had begun the quarrel ; aud guilt hindered 

them 
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them from (binding the trial of the caufe. 
. < . To rid them, pf this perplexity, they had re- 
courfe to Q. Elizabeth, who never had deferr- 
ed them in a difliot\ourable caufe, or wick- 
ed a&iori,and they never iad occafipn to ap- 
ply to her on any other account : /With hef 
therefore they bemoaned their prefent hard 
fituation; andiliedid as much asihe could to 
relieve them. But this ferved only to fix 
guilt moreclofely upon them t For upon the 
xxiv. of December, in the Council chamber at 
Hampton-court, the Duke of * Norfolk having, in 
prefence of others of the Englijb commiffion* 
ers, declared to the Bifhop of Rofs and Lord 
Herries, how " the Earl of 'Murray had be- 
" moaned him to' Queen Elizabeth and her 
u council, that it was pome to his knowledge, 
*' how it was murmured and bruited, that he, 
* € and his company, were guilty of the mur- 
<* der which they had laid to the Queen's 
" charge ; and . he underftood the fame ha<J 
" proceeded from the Queen of* Scotland's 
" commiflloners :" Therefore required whe- 
ther either of thefe two would, fo accufe the, 
other party » I as if that had ( #qt been avow-, 
edly done before ) ! , 

The anfwer was in greater readinefs than 
they were aware, namely, " That they ha<^ 
'/ that very day received the Queen their 

f miftrefs's 
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44 miftrefs's fpecial command to accufc them 
44 of that crime ; and would pubfickly do fo, 
"in prefence of the Queen of England and 
" her council, defiring that they might have 
44 hfcr prefence for that effe&"- And the next 
day being afiigned, they accordingly did ac* 
cufe them of the King's murder, and ihewed 
their Sovereign's inftrufiions for their war- 
rant ; at the fame time they produced her 
anfwers to Murrayh accufotion, which he 
calls the elk », and their own anlwer to his 
folemn protection. They likewife required 
to have copies given them of the writings pro* 
duced aga'mft their. Sovereign, to the end that 
they might conyift Murray arid his party, 
both of murdering the King, and pf'forgmg 
papers, and then fwearing them upon her. 
to palliate their own horrid a&ons. 

Elizabeth acknowledged that this defire 
was very reafonable, but never could be pre- 
vailed upon to grant it ; and yet, whjch is alto- 
gether unaccountable, they ftill gaye out that 
Queen Mary would not anfwer as to the 
crime of. murdering her husband b , even 
when they had m their hand^ her anlwers to 
all that they would allow either herfelf or 
her commiffioners to fee. Neither would they 
ever permit that any enquiry fhould be made 

'into 
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into A/Army** igtilfit in the thurder of the 
King ; for upon a fecond application made by 
the iSihop of Rofs add 'Lord Merries for thefe 
£>utpofes, by tfreir miftrefs's exprefs com- 
mand, Elizabeth arifwered «, " That it was 
u bteft forbe appointment flxould be made be- 
u ttirixt tbe Queen df Scotland, her good fi- 
u ftei", -and het fubje&s i" Although upon thfe 
xvi. of December, file had told them, " That 
" fl*e could not think them good or trtrfty 
u fervancs, or eounfellors, to her good fitter, 
a who would labour her tb appoint with her 
fubje£h> atthis preFeik, feeing their unnatu- 
ral behaviour fhown by them, in accufing 
* theft- own native fovereign :" Yet this was 
now become her own counfel, and had been, 
ever fince the rumour that Murray was to be 
acfeuledofthe King's murder > had difconcert- 
ed them all, Cecil excepted-, who was never 
at a lo(s ; " For, lays he, b tho f the Regent, 
u ok- any- of his company, fhall be by her 
u charged to be parties to the murder, and 
u to her unlawful marriage, yet is , that no 
" difeharge of her guiltinefs :" As if the 
Queen had been to accufe them as par- 
ties or participants with herfelf in that fa&. 
She never charged them as having any par- 
ticipants but amongft themfelves. Her com- 
jnUfiohers ihdeed, upon the firft of T>e* 

f 2 amber 
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cember, in their memorial, drawn up in fortie 
hafte, after they were made acquainted with 
Murray* % accufation of their miftrefs,had men- 
tioned the Earl of Rothwell as one who had 
received a bond written by Murray's party, 
for that murder : But no fuch bond hath 
hitherto appeared; and as there have been 
feveral ill founded tales told about it, of 
which afterwards, theyfeem alfb to have (bme- 
what rafhly taken up with the vulgar re- 
ports. Certain it is, that no mention is made ei- 
ther of the Earl of Bothwell, or of fuch a writ- 
ing, in any of their following accufations of 
Murray's party before the Queen of England* 
The appointment which Q* Elizabeth fb 
lovingly and modeftly propofed, was no other 
than thatQ. Mary fhould refign her crown in 
favours ofherfon, and live privately in Eng- 
land. But that, rqfignation being abfolutely re- 
fufed upon the 9th of January, the Earl of 
Murray and his accomplices got their publick 
anfwer from the privy-council of England the 
very next day, not fb much to their mind, as 
they themfelves then, and others fince have 
pretended, whatever private encouragement 
. or rewards they received a . Thus were 
. they fcreened, at that time, from having the 
horrid crimes proved againft them, of which 
they had been accufed by their Sovereign. 

Th© 
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The Biihop of Rofs and Lord Herries 
complained loudly of this barefaced, partial 
and wicked behaviour ; and yet they knew 
only the one half. What would they have 
have (aid if they had known the whole, and 
that all was carried on by concert betwixt 
Elizabeth and Murray, which they had en- 
tered upon before-hand ? I cannot indeed tell 
what they might have faid ; but thefe matters 
were concerted as follows : 

Queen Mary arrived in England upon the 
xvi. day of May 1568 j and by the beginning 
of June the good Regent Murray had made 
a voluntary offer to accufe her of the murder 
of her fecond Husband before Queen Eliza- 
both a : Of which offer Elizabeth was molt 
gracioufly pleafed to accept, as appears by 
her letter to Murray, dated viii. day of June. 

Murray perceiving how agreeable his offer 
was, wifely took the opportunity of provid- 
ing for his own fecurity and fettlement, 
* € becaufe, fays he b , we would be moft loth 
*' to enter in accufation of the Queen, mo- 
u ther of the King our Sovereign, and then 
" to enter in qualification with her ; for 
" all men may judge how dangerous ind 
" prejudicial that would be. Always, in cafe 
u the Queen's Majefty [ of England'] will 
[' have the accufation flire&Jy to proceed, it 

were 
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" were mpft neafonabte that we uhderffoocT 
•? * : what we fiiould took to follow thereupon* 
4t in cafe we profe all that we alledge ; other- 
44 wife we fhall be as uncertain after the caufe 
41 is concluded* as we are prefently> &c." 

He had alfe a confidefrable fcruple in a ma- 
terial pointy yea the very chief point> which 
^be wanted to have removed beforehand, 
/' becaufe he perceived, as he fays, that the 
4t trial which the Queeft r s majefty was minded 
** to have taken was to be ufed with great ce- 
u reniony and folemnity :" And this was even 
a modeft diffidence that he had in his very 
letters to Buhwtll^ whether they would he 
fuftained as genuine, or containing fufficietrt 
4 proof. ' It may be, fays he, that fuch let- 

* ters as we have of the Quefen, our fovc- 
*' reign Lord's mother, that fuffieiently> ih 
' our opinion, prove her confenting to the 
'murder of the King, her lawful husband, 
' fhall be called in doubt by the judges to be 
' conftitute for examination and trial of the 

* caufe, whether they may ftand> or fall ; 

* prove, or not. Therefore., fince our fer- 
4 yant Mr. John Wood has the copies of thefe 

\ 4 letters, tranflated irt our language, we 
4 would earneftly defire that thefe copies may 
4 be confidered by the judges, who fhall have 
' the examination of the matter, that they 
[ may refolve us this far, in cafe the principal 

f agree 



* agree with the copy, that then we prove the 

* caufe indeed. For when w$ have manifefted 

* and ihewed all, and yet have no aflhrance 
4 that_what we fend fhall fatisfy for probation, 
4 for what purpofe fliaU we efther accufe, or 
4 take care how to proye, when we are not a£ 
1 fured what to prove, or, when we have 

* proved,, wh^t fhall faceted;? 

I never yet could find the (jounter-taffjf oP 
t&* traafa&ion on Queeo Etfzabetlfs part; 
There is, rn the Appendix *, a paper by Ce- 
fit, confiding of anfwers ta every one of 
thole queftions and doubts ;. but it cannot be 
reckoned to have clofed t;he bargain, wbicft 
muft have been,concluded entirely ifi t;he terms 
and manner proofed by Murray^ may well 
appear from thjs,|that thpEkgJifi commiffion- 
ers took thg .trouble to compare the pretend- 
ed French originals, with Murray's pretend- 
ed tranflatipn K It furely was* nothing to the 
Jrorpoie,. whether Murray^ tranflatipn \yas 
bund to be correct, or not : Nor can any, 
fhadow of a reafon be ejrftlj afligned, why 
they lhftuld have, taken this trouble, unlefs, 
for >ompleatH^ the bargain in Murray's 
terms, they had firft refolyed that, in cafe the 
originals Iho'uld. agree with his [tranflajion,, 
they wowld fuftain them as. full jffoof of tha : 
accufation. 

Thu* 

■ Append. F. 89. •> P. 237. 



18 1N*RQ<DUG$H)N. 

Thus was ^thajC . abominable confederacy 
concluded in the t month of June, betwixt 

Queen Elizabeth >,a$d Murray : fo that there 
remained npthing, to be, done on his part, but 
to produce his letters* and to : fwear home that 
they were Qjieen Mar y's . hand-writing* 
The only remaitiingdifficulty.was, how to in- 
duce the Queen to confent to any- hearing 
or conference witfr her rebels. Miich chicane, 
and nofmall time was employed in bringing 
this about, as is to feen by a paper of Cecil's 
publifhed by jfm es Anderfon * r in which, 
jhoughit istft'uffed^wkh difingehuity, like all 
others from thai Hand, this is vifible enough* 
At laft> Elizabeth declaring, that lne thought 
it meeteft that the differences betwixt Queen 
MahY and her fubjefts fhould be made up 
by a good appointment, to which flie would 
contribute, by 'her good offices j. that nothing 
was intended, but tQ reftbre her 'to her king- 
dom in the moft eafy and peaceable w$y, to 
reduce her rebellious fubje&s to their due ok 
bedience, and to provide fuch 'terms for their 
fecurity, as all might continue in ^ ftate of tran- 
quility ever after wards ; MARY.confented. .' 
But when Murray Cariie to fori, ready to 
give in his accufation, he began to have fur* 
ther fcruples about the fufficiency.of all the 
fecurity he had obtained, either for his con- 
tinuing 

; Cglkfl. Vol 4. h ** , • 



tinuing in the regency, or even being aflii- 
ted of his life. He therefore laid his doubts 
before the Efiglifa eommiffioners, craving to 
be refolved ag \o thegl> before he would ao 
cufe his Sovereign and fifter a ; And the more 
to incite and eneourrige them to anfwer his de- 
mands, he. employed four of his retinue to 
lhew to thefe tommiflioners, in a private 
manner, his -whole proof and evidences. But 
their alnfwers did not prove farisfaftory. 

In the mean time the court of England per- 
ceiving that Murray's wheels moved heavily at 
Tori, all parties wefe called up to I^ondon, for 
the further profecution of the matter : And Q. 
Elizabeth wrote to her commiflioners b * 

* That the more willingly to induce them of 
' the Queen's part to come to London^ who* 

* feyS lfre, we think will moft fufpeft the 

* fame, we would have you to ufe all good 
4 m£ahs> whereby the Queen may under- 
4 ftand, that this our conference is intended 

* to take away the delay of time : Fof 

* we cannot fee any likelihood, but by thefe 
9 means, how to end this caufe in honour* 

* able fort> and meet for all parties. ' > 

' In the dealing herein, ye fhall do well to 
' have good regard, that none of the Queen 
' of Scots commiffioners may gather any 

g * doubt 
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4 doubt of any evil fuccefs of her caufe ; but 
4 that they may imagine this conference of 
€ ours principally to be meant, how her reftU 

* tution may be devifed with ftirety of the 
' Prince her fon, and the nobility that have 

* adhered to him, &c,' Thus Ihe wrote up- 
on the xvi. day of OBober ; and upon the 
xxx. of that month her privy-council met, 
for fettling the form of their procedure at 
this conference ; where it was agreed, that 
two queftions fhouldbe put to Murra/s par* 
ty, € I. How they could anfwer a fuch mat* 

* ters as were contained in the reply on the 

* Queen's part? II. Why they; did forbear 

* in their anfwer to- charge the Queen witb 
4 guiltinefs in the murder, confideririg that 
4 their party had always gi^en out to thfc 
4 world that Ihe was guilty ? Then, if they 
4 fhould be content to fhew fufficient malted 
*• to prove her guilty, it was thought good, for 

* many refpefls; that they fhould be aflured 

* that Queen Elizabeth would never reftere 
4 her to the crown of Scotland, nor permit 
4 her to be reftored, without fuch afltrrances 
4 as their party fhould allow to be good for 
4 thenifehres/ Which was accordingly done. 

The commiffioners met firft upon the xxv. 
of November, and that day being fpent in 
entering proteftations, fhewing their ctfmmif- 

fions, 
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ilons, adminiftring oaths, and the like prelimi- 
naries, upon the very next day Murray re- 
ceived from xha Englijb eommiflioners a full 
and &tasfa£lory anfwer, jn writing, to all his 
doubts and -demands j and they received from 
him in exchange his accufation of the Queen, 
which he had in readinefs, but would not ex- 
hibited until it was ufliered in by a fclen^n 
proteftarioa, . in name of himfelf and compa- 
ny, \ That their former proceedings might 
4 ferve for a fufficient teftimony to the world, 

* how unwilling they had ever been to touch 
' their Sovereign Lord's mother in honour, 

* or to publilh, unto ftrangers, matters tend- 
ing to her ?f«.PETUAx infamy.— * That 
' (focb wa* their devotion towards her !) ra- 

* ther than they would fpot her honefty with 
? Ae fociety ^of that deferable murder, (they 
' had been «copteat to fuflfer their doings to 

1 be mifreprefented, and themfehres blazoned * 

* as traitors and rebels to their native Prince, 

* in wbofe perfpn ichey had put hands unde- 
^fervedly. That eafy had it been for them 
1 to have wiped off thefe, and the like ob- 
'je&ions with a few words, if they would 

* have uttered matters, which they kept in 
'ftqre for the Ufi cafi. [Pray, dalh out thofe 
' laft nine fliotjofyllables, good reader !] for fo 
/ defirous were they to cover her fhame, tl^t 
4 4j»ey were $$Atem ta beayr a part of th$ 

g 2 4 burden, 
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f burden, to their ho finally danger.— They 
4 well remembred what perfon file was, whom 
4 this matter chiefly touched, even the mo- 
4 ther of the King their Sovereign, and one to 
4 whom, in particular, the moft part of then* 

* were bound for benefits received at her 
f hands, and therefore could not but privately 
f bear her good- will ; yea fo far, that if with 

* the perpetual exile of any one, or ever* 
4 a number of them forth of their native coun- 
•' try*, they could redeem her honour, with? 

' out danger of the king ? s per'fonfsnd whole 

• ' eftate, they affirm, (and it muft be remerri- 

' bred they are (till upon oath) they woulj 

* willingly banifli themfelves -to that end : 
'But then- 'Scotland could no longer continue 

* to be a kingdom, and the' profeffion of true 
4 religion would go to pdi,'&c? . Therefore 
Queen Elizabeth w&s bound to put her* to 
death : And yet nothing of all this was to be 

.charged to their account, but wholly to be 
imputed to their adverfaries, her own com- 
miffioners, who, whatever they pretended, 
fufficiently" declared how little * they cared 
what became of her, by prefling them to come 
to that aqfwer, which, it was known, they had 
j lift caufe to make, and would make in the enj, 
•£Let fix monofyllables more be dafhed out,] 
iq her perpetual infamy ! For they had no 
delight all .this while to fee her dishonoured ; 

nor 
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ftor came they willingly to her accusation 
for a crime fo odious, a &c. 

Now to 6ne who confiders, that they had 
firft produced their letters before their privy* 
council in December the year 1567, and ha* 
ving converted the aft of their council then 
made into an aft of their parliament, which 
they had printed in April iytfg; had fent up 
their letters to London to be confidered, and 
made a bargain about them, as we have feen, 
in yune, and laftly fhewed them at Tori in 
Oftober, it Will appear to have required no 
Imall refolutiqn to enter this proteftation before 
thefe very men to whom they had communi- 
cated all before, even although they were 
friends. "Whether the height of afTuranee, or 
depth of hypocrify, doth predominate in the 
compofition of this paper, is a problem too 
hard for me ; fo I leave the folution to their 
greateft admirers, whofe ferious attention k 
claims in a more Special manner. 

From this narrative of the matter, it is 
manifeft that Q. Elizabeth, feeing fhe would 
have the a.ccufatioti of Queen Mary direftly 
to proceed }, could employ none other than 
thofe who had ufurped her crown, and feized 
all her riches, however unfit they were on that 
account ; becaufe they only had proof, while 
few others belmved it j and was forced to ad. 

s wit 
• Append, p. 204,205, * P. 7 j. 



* 4 INTRODUCTION. 

tm the fame tnen as wittieiTes to : p£9V£ : tj#>ir 
own accufation, for the fame reafw. .Which 
jbeibg done, how could ihe, in honour, ei- 
ther have . egpofed their chief evidences to 
jgpen view, or given opportunity to have 'fit- 
ted the King's murder on thefe accufers #nd 
rtvitnefles ? The latter would evidently l have 
(Annulled her bargain, and fpoiled all the^co^- 
jtrivance ; And the danger from espofiijg ttfeeir 
proofs was not much lefs j for had dh$y been 
fdetefted to cbe forgeries, which: Jfeecertaiitfy 
idreaded, Rofs and Herries, who were taught 
-to be too clamorous before, would, u pan' that 
.emergency, have been ready to read the vefy 
-earth with their terrible ey t ckmatiorts. And 
nit might ixave been ' fqfpe&ed, pot without 
ibme fbew of reafon, that Hsrr\es\ fword 
•would no longer have lurked . quietly in fes 
.fcabbard, whether Murray or Morton would 
^accept his challenge or not ; feeing no ather 
reafonable redrefs could be obtained. 
• But this dire cataftrophe was prevented, 
tby keeping the letters out of the View of -©- 
very one, befides Murray's party aftd the 
.court of England : And thus, they continued 
& ..profound fecret, till in the year tgji, aftfcr 
JMorton had been a fecond time vCLmdo*, 
.with the Queen's filver box, and -their letters 
in it, for a new conference, it pkafed Queen 
JSJizabetb and her minifters to have them 
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printed at London, along with George Bucko* 
nan's detection, both in the Latin and Scvtti/t 
languages ** a&d: the next year ft* French 
Along with them there was published a papt* 
drawn up by Cecil to fupport their credit, but 
mod falfely pretending that they had been 
printed ift Scothnd K 

For what piirpofe they happened to be theii 
printed, we are informed by Elizabeth hepfelf 
and her miniftfers, in their inftruftions in* the 
year 1571, to one of her ambailadors orrefr 
dents in France, for I have not at prefent tfih 
beginning of that paper : But after many integ* 
aificant arguments to be made ufe of for coo* 
rincing the King of Francs, that he ought Mot 
tointerpofe on Queen Mary ? s behalf, we 
have this remarkable prefcription, * — L And 
4 here were it not amifs to have divers of ifa* . 
1 cbtnafts little Latin books,to prefent, if need 
4 were, to the King, as from yourfelf, and 
' Bkewife to fome of the other noblemea of 
1 Ms council ; for they will feme to good efi 
4 ftft to difgrace her ; which muft bedoHe^ he* 
' fore other furfofes can be attained?. 

In this manner, and for thefe ends the lit* 
ters were made known and fpread abroad *iii 
the world by gdod Queen Elizabeth f but 

le to Queen Mary-s advantage \ for ft* 
[Icrfelf had been long fhut up in one prHba-, 

and 

1 Append, p. 371 . b P. 376. 381* 
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and flow the BUhop ofifg/jr'her ambaflador; 
was confined in another; fb that they could 
know little concerning the pra&ices that were 
carried oh in the world. And had they even 
been at greater liberty, 'tis poffible they might 
not have happened on an abfolute proof of 
the forgery from a printed copy. Every one 
knows that divers indications of forgery may 
be difcovered in a pretended original \frrkihg; 
which mud be quite loft in a Copy, whether 
written or printed : Indeed had they been at fuU 
liberty, as they ought to have beefi, it is not 
to be doubted but that and many other crimes, 
no lefs heinous and execrable, would have 
been brought to light, as the Queen herfelf 
cxprefly fays •• 

But however improper accufers and evi- 
dences thefe men were, and however prepo- 
fterouS and abfurd their method of proceeding 
was in reality, yet as in fotfne points it refem* 
bled the ordinary form of probation by writy 
tnd a great deal of ceremony having been 
ufed as a cloak for concealing the want of fir> 
terity and honefty, it paft with weak under- 
standings as a proof, and has ftili been plead- 
ed as fuch by pcrfons .of deep prejudices, and 
with fuch it will continue to be fb efteemed, 
until it (hall be quite difproved by clear evi- 
dencc; and even then, fome who have their 

under- 

* Append, p. ?9& 
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i^der(hi^§gs; ipt^abiDluteifut^eftion co their 
wilis, and t^eir^iU? of ^ perverfe difppfitidp, 
jwfill never \. ofymg* ; their opji»i0n,.or, a at leaft, 
^ : a<^a^jw^dge^it, ^pl^ they could per-' 
wiye their vfi^r^m^oiflgjfti.. 
. j^Ulrpth^cjfp^jtol^rable penetration, consider- 
ing t^e4c^a^9Wexiofi that ,h^ always been 
betwitt Q}^&j$M a t e tb zn&Murnofs party, 
fu^e&e^ tijflsr whole. {lory a* meer jugglp 
io4 impoftyre ;<\fott the ftrongpr evidences for 
die t^thqf^h^ir^njedure^ having been kept 
jfccr^t to .tjijjs cj|ay>, they could not #iew deaf- 
ly thai it aftpal^ *f^y ma ^e excep- 
tion a^iolt^we^of the letters, which in fa£ 
qifFer* ext^nxely from the. . Queen's manner 
of writing ; , and %\f\s* joined with other pri|- 
A«Bptions^ jormsia ftrong argument againft 
them ; b^fe^ are; capable of perceiving the 
full force of it ; ; ^nd although a. man be, fqr 
fjis o^a ^rff,;W|?)l perfi^e^jof a. thing of 
ihat nature, he, will find it'; no $afr matter jt© 
perfuade others^ - , -, ,, T : , v/ ..- 

Thefe and t]t*e like difficulties have made 
feme of , Q,ur : pwa countrymen, look upon 
this matter &$ a- kind of , myfterious abyfs, 
which, altho' tKejf were perfuaded ithad once 
a bottom, yet did they doubt whether it could 
ever hereafter _j>e fathomed It . is therefore 
not much to ^ wondered,; if foreigners, like 
Monlr. Mhy^ others of the like tafte and 

h " com 
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complfetflon, do treat this aflkii* asa remarfc- 
* able foundatidii for hiftorrcal 1?yrrhonifiri. 
-Neverthelefs it rtiay be fairf^thajf riiore might 
have been expe&ed from fo4iigh "a pretended 
to reafon as Moiifr. pfcr¥e &tyk> than td 
conclude the qiieftion to b^ 'utttfete^niinable r 
after he had fun* parallef H*tWi« the cir^difc 
<ffiat is due id Charge BitcfoMA /iVlatiirfes, : ok 
•hiftbry, tall ft afrye will, ti&Wil\hkn duti* 
"ien*% antYals of r Q. EHzatethi " ^as . it riot 
^offible that' both of ffiehi ; ^e 5it J thi 
-fttong ?; "Yea, for 1 ought that hVkrieW, CatH- 
Heit's terror^ tftir few in c'orriparifbn, and Bal 
'confiderabk, \*r&d : a ll on tf& rsrtnfe' tide bf Wk 
■^ueftion #ith Buchahhnh VilfefiaJons-t "Wh^ii 
•for tife fflofi partis realty thtf fltft; ' l> 

£ Fiit petfiaps this is : all tifct Tbi-eigne'rs, r#i 
^hyld, can aB, tf ho profcfebiy & h& imaging 
'ifcat'thW are Setter evidences ttffceflad fefc 
dfeterttoihiin^thofe poititis : * or, ifth^yf have an^ 
!%ch rioM,lrt6Vh<irt to Nfc&oiii thfey flidulcf 
apply, or where to fearch folr tfftetii. ftut it 
would ill befcomeiiatives olfthiS tb\irntty,\frho 
Rate fairer. opportunities for inMry, 'atf'Ba- 
vihg mdre .ready" acceft t6 indtipita^e doc'ui 
riients of the tfanfe&rotis of thofe tiirics, to 
put off their r&ijers/ or dotifiiine thdr own 
tinrte with prartle about the Veracity or cre- 
dit off this eft that hiftorian ; ; a[ ih.ethb& tfdt to 
be borne with, fexfc^pt in i&afctert of high an- 
tiquity, 
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tjqjrity, itolmhfih perhaps nothing better ,j» 
t*>. ibe had., , .-.,:;::? 

; ItU therefore* pprpofed in this fmall trea- 
ts, td go «q the .fountain : hefad, and ftri&ty 
tio examine whateyer (evidence the Queea's 
epemies brought* either to convift her, or to 
vindicate thenifelves ; and as; for the method, 
ta proceed, on (he fame plan which the Qpepq 
*qd her co^0%i#iQners appear to have chalk- 
ed out for therufely^s, viz, firft to demon- 
ftrate the forgery of the pretended . letters to 
Both-well i aad then to £hew that Murray $ 
Morton, and their accomplices were the firlt 
contrivers, and fome of them the realiexscu? 
ters^ftb* murder of the King, r 
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* i. 

. i 

The Pifiery of the .Letters /oBothwcJl 

: » • » 

r*THE firft mention that I have met witli 
JL of atiy writing under the Queen's hand, 
from which Her guilt in the murder of her 
husfeaad .was faid to appear, is in a letter 
from Sr "Nicholas Throckmorton to 'Queen 
Elizabeth, dated from Edinburgh the xxv. 
d»yo£y*ijr t$6i, by which he acquaints her> 
that Morton and his affociates defigned to 

h a chargo 
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charge their' Queen, among other things,: 
' with the murder of her husband,, of 'which- 
'they faid they had as appareniiptoof agaitift 
' her, as inight be, as well by the tefMmanjr 
4 of her own hand-writings which they ha^t 
< recovered, as alio by fufficient -witnefl&n* 
Now fome will be apt to think that the let- 
ters toBofbwell are meint by thi* word, bqnds 
writing : And, I copfefs, I would *lfa haf« 
been of that opinion, if they had notaiBrfni<# 
with the ftme breath, that they bad fuffifcient 
witnefles too. Had the Qjviefcf* herfelf mut*- 
«!ered him, or been preient when thedeed \Vas 
done, it was pbffible to have had wfrriefles j 
but as that was not the cafe* it ' fur^afleth an 
ordinary capacity to imagine how they could 
poffibly have had them. It is to be further 
©bferved,<that Jiayreyer fyfficiept th^fe witneC 
fesmay befuppofed, yet they muft needs have 
been guilty tfiemfelves, as. well as the Queen ;. 
. Arid tKence another very hardqlieftiorf £rifes, 
What became of thefe witnefles ? Certainly 
i!hicy could not be exfeartt uporj tht r jQrdpy 
tfZDecember* thift fatne year }. few then die 
rnatter haying bstfji reafoned upon at great 
lengthy and frith, good deliberation, in their 
council and convehtioq, ; for Amdry d*ys> no 
j&ther -wftyi or means, could be found, fbr vin- 

$mm% thpmfelves, or scenting: the Queen, 

4 . bui 
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but the'lefterb ifaBMweB only *, » Now had 
there Been fiaetrwdtnefles, there would have' 
befen ohe other way by them, which could 
b& have been forgot, wjien the men were 1 
reduced to fo great, ftralrs. And of what fer-* 
vice theytnight have been to the caufe the- 
next year . in England, every one muft fee, 
who conftders that when Q. Elizabeth had; 
bent her whole mind to blacken Q/ Mar W 
<hara<5ler, uridec thepretsnce offiiendlhip, and 
<$ giving her affiftahce> Ihe was of neeeffitjK 
obliged to receive both for :aceiifers. and wit* 
nefles, thofe moflppen and rnofcoribus rebel* 
and traitors* wharhadimprifoned their -Save-* 
reign's perfon, ufurped her tfcyal authority, and 
feized her whole riches and revenues : iivthc 
pofleffiqn of ail which Elizabefh.wsstyt&rA- 
pa& to maintain them for their pains, a* hath 
been fhe wn; The tranfaftion indeed muft h&te 
been inferno vis at any. rate, but mx \o fo evldant? 
a degree, if there had beeii other fufficierit wit- 
nefles than theKr accufers, who were, thereby' 
both to have. -their. Hvies and eftates: fecured, 
which they confefethey teed fo r feit e d,and to enr 
joy thofe rewairds of the higheftnature^befides.' 

. By the dme ietter we learih, that they theri 
accufed the Quefen .of two other '1 crimes ; th6 
firft whereof was, ' ty* Atftfx Vfor- violating 
fjboth ihjuir ccraimoirandftattitb Jawsp and-, 
:;: .• ' namely, 

# Append, p. 6$<. .*.f/**6* •- •-; '■':/* 
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Was k joot (omewhat unlucky, that: the 
Queen's hgn.d-writing fhauld 4»w been.£rij: 




Jfufpe&ing this r ^raoftp have been as illfcijia^- 
^d a$ r the Xfft I. It Vill perhaps : be. asked, Wfcy 
^li .this, ador-ahpiit' mentioning : Jb>ej; writings ia 
July xyiSj i P.ofh it ^ot japppar; from the aft 
pi Murray? $ j^iyy^ouncU m $zfctfmbsr ; i 5.68, 

jfbfi ^Sdjgot 

jfog; year*? It is fo laid there jj^deed ; buthoijr 
^e.wje torknow whether tha^tale fas mtjrf 
truth Jn it jd&n their fonflekftoriss ? In any 
e^eixVtbis Jetter of Throckmorton's is fo far 
jijefi}}, a$ jt 4jre&ly confront* their holy pr^ 
ieftafiocw J hat they always ^ ileclined to i pty 
Ipliih jthis matter to ftrangers. ^apd thus fhew$ 
Jbow muclx -credit . is due.ta 'their aflerticm^^ 
^venwhpn. ypon oath.. : nl , . ,, . ; .,;, 
... The letters feem to have made their firft 
pnblick, appearance in Murray 9 * priyy-c^ujfc 
cil, in time '.of a convention .upon the'iv. day 
jof December ,1567 c . . ; f { % . . ♦ 

* They yyrerq next produced in Murray* $ 
parliament thatr&me month d . . .- ' 

Thirdly, -there was a translation of the;nj , 
£as Murray-** calls .it) fent to- London t to : b* 
cpnfidered by the council there, in the begin- 
ning otjunc 1568: 

The 

» Append, p. 90. b p, 204. * p. 6?. <*p. 66. 
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The fourth time of their appearance was 
*yben Morton delivered them, box and all, to 
Murray in his privy council s xvi. September 
1568. 

They wehe (hewed privately to the Eng* 
lijb eommiffioners at Tori, by four of Mur* 
ray's retinue, among whom was Mr. George 
Buchanan f upon the x. day otOSJobef 1568 ^. 

Thfey wfere produeed before the Englifb 
eommiffioners at London, upon the viii. day of* 
December 1568, and by them examined, conv 
pared and recorded c i 

Their laft publick appearance was in Le* 
riox's privy-cbuncil, when they were re-deli- 
yered to Morton , then going to London, up* 

on the xxii. day. of January 157 1, and there 
alfb they were entered upon record a * 
But neither the pretended originals; nor either 
of thefe records can be found at prefent, tho* 
no fmall enquiry hath been, made after them. 

Morton had got the originals again into his 
hands, and with him they remained, until he 
was accufed of the king's murder, upon the 
xvii. of January 158 1. After which the Earl 
btjingus, as his heir by tail, having taken 
the infpeftion and charge of his effefts, till 
the ifTue of his trial fliould be feefi, the box 
and letters fell into his hands, and ftill was 

i kept 

* Append, p. 90. b p. 139. 142. 
, c P. 87. 335. 25a. 256. d p. 91* 
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kept by him and his fucceflbrs J for I find an 
anonymous hiftorian who wrote about the re- 
ftoration of King Charles IL affirming that 
the box and letters were at that time to be 
feen with the Marquis of ^Douglas ; and it is 
thought by fome, that they are flail in that fa* 
tnily, tho' others (ay they have fince been feen 
at Hamilton. What pity it is that they are 
hot r fought out and engraven on brafs! 

Hence it is ncft eafy to account for what we 
read in the Naudsana, that Gabriel ! jV 'audi Taw 
thefe letters at Refine. If a printed copy is 
meant, it was: no Arrange fight, nor' was it ne- 
ceflary to go to Rome for it \ and the pretend- 
ed originals were not to be feen there, in his 
days, wherever they maybd now. He adds, 
«' That, for his part, he is willing to believe 
*' all that Monfr. <fe ThoU itid Buchanan have 
" faidof the Queen to be very true/* A 
rafh declaration to come fo abruptly from a 
man of fehfe ; it favours much of an inter- 
polator's polluting hand ; and thefe An£% are 
known to be of little or no authority. But how- 
ever it came there, : it reflefts little honour on 
Mr. Naude. Every one knows that there were 
fuch letters,' whether he faw them or not : 
But, unlefs he could have Ihewn that they 
were the Queen's own, this declaration is 
foolifh. Yet as if it were to the purpofe, we 
fee it taken hold of it in a hodge-podge of im- 
pertinence 



I 
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pertinence and blunders, of divers people a- 
maffed together, : aod lately printed at, <Attr* 
deen, on account chiefly, as it would foem, of 
an obfeene word, which in the Naudxana ftands 
jjaa dead language ; but they haye translated 
it, and infift on it, thereby delaying ths inv 
purity, as well as the malice;, of their hearty. 
Who can but pity that poor weak Man, who 
is ufed as a vehicle for tranfmitting fuch rot- 
ten wares, and thereby expofed tobefomi- 
ferably pelted, infteadof the prpprietorV ! 

The records that were; made of thefe let- 
ters would' be of little more ufe i;han the 
printed copies, for the difcovery pf *he forge- 
ry ; fo that we n§ed not be very a&xious about 
them. The extra&s froin them ; of fuch para- 
graphs as were thought molt tp the purpofe* 
by the Englijb commiflioners,\ are ftillto be 
feen a . The letters were printed at London 
in the year. 1571, at the end <>f Buchanan- $ 
dete&ion, three in Latin, and all in the 
Scottijb language, where they ftudied tp pre- 
ferve the Scottifb dialed, that they might 
feem -to have been publiihed in Scotland, as 
Cecil gave out b ; bjuf their anxiety in that mat- 
ter, made them fometimes miftake the older 
Englijb fyUabication fpr Scottijb, putting not 
lor not, and the like, and thus betrayed thenv 

{elves. 

i 2 The 
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The firft edition of the detection arid let- 
ters in French, was alfo publifhed at JLori* 
4on, though it; bears in the title-page that 
it was printed at Edinburgh by Thomas 
JValtem, as appears from its giving an'ac-? 
count,/*/. 82. of the execution of Mather and 
Barney, which it fays happened in the beginr 
ning of that year 1572. Now thefe men 
were hanged, drawn and quartered, according 
to the Englijh faihion, upon the 1 1 th day of 
February that year, for treafon againft Cecil *, 
and the printing of that book was finifhed 
upon the thirteenth day of the fame month, 
as it teftifies itfelf ; and therefore muft have 
■been done at London, and not at Edinburgh. • 
' If was a common cuftom in thofe-days^ 
that when the Englifo court thought propetf 
to publifh any fcandalous books* or pamphlets, 
they made the title-pages-' bear that they were 
•printed in Scotland] fuch as 1 thefe editions of 
the dete&ion : the books *De furor ibus Gal- 
litis :' Le Revielle matin, both in French and 
in Latin, Junius Brutus 1 , &c ' ' " 

In the fyme Year 1572, the dete&toh and 

* » • • • * 

letters Were publifhed at St. Andrews iir 
Scotland by Robert Leckprevii, which James 
+Anderfon jvould imppfe upon us as the firft e- 
dition, as alfo that it had been tranflated from* 
jhe Latin by Mr. Buchanan himfelf : Neither 

of 

* Plsg^ ,$ ambaflUor, p. idd.'Stow, ire. 
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of which is true. That they had been print* 
jed in 'England before that time/ as was (aid 
already, we learn from Alexander Hay's letter 
to Knox a , dated the xiv. day of December 
1571 : And that the tranflation was made by 
lbme other perfon, who hath not always 
rightly apprehended the true meaning of the 
Latin, could be made appear tf great length, 
if the matter* were of any moment: But, 
whoever wapts tp feqthe truth, may find foflip 
examples in Mr. Thomas Ruddlman y % notes 
upon that work. All thefe editions were con- 
fulted in printing the letters in this book. 

It is to be obferved, that the. editions in the 
Scottljb language have eight letters, and the 
French only feven. Murray a&ually prefent> 
ed eight h before the Englijh commiflloners, 
but they did quietly rejeft one of th^t nunx- 
ber, apd accepted of the other feven c only. 
Hence that one is wanting in the edition in 
French, whiph was certainly publiihed at 
London by Cecil, notwithftanding all his.diC 
fimulation and affertions to the contrary, either 
in the book itfelf, or elfewfrere d . He it was who 
drew up the fupplement at the end pf it againft 
the Queen and Duke of Norfolk, and had all 
in readinefs to be publiihed, how foon the 
Puke fl^ould \it beheaded, which, as he exv 

pefted 

•Append, p." 371. b P. 8?. « P. 23J. 
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pe&ed, ihould have been upon th$ nth day 
of February » 1572, ; But that matter, being 
put offforforne time* to his great.- grief, he 
bad a few alterations to make, a i)d -thus the 
book was finished >at the prkiting-houfe only 

upon the 13th of that month. 

» 

C H A P. II. 

Murray 9 s Troof of the Letters tQ 
Bothvvell examined. 

m 

OF all the evidences that were found 
but for proving the letters' to be the 
Queen's own writing, the firft in the proper 
natural order, though not in time, is a fort 6f 
ftipulation betwixt Murray and Morton, in 
their privy -council, the xvi. day of Septem- 
ber 1568,. before they fet out for England *> • 
by which Morton delivers up to Murray the 
box and letters in it ; and Murray, in return, 
gives him an aft of council, for his exone- 
ration, containing an ample teftimonial and 
declaration, " that Morton had all along 
u truly and honeftly kept the faid box, and 
4t whole writings and pieces within the feme, 
" without any alteration, augmentation, or 

" diminu- 

* Digges's jtmbaflaclor, p, l66* 
b Append* p. 90. 
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u diminution thereof, in any part or portion ;" 
then obliges hhnfelf to make them all forth* 
coming for the benefit of all concerned, I 
call this the firft evidence in the natural order, 
becaufe, although they had been the year be- 
fore produced both in their council and parlia- 
ment, there had never been any jncntion made 
how or when they got them. This deficiency 
is now made up; .for in this aft we are told, 
41 that they were found with the late George 
" Daighijb, fervant to the Earl 0$ Bothwrll, 
" upon the xx. day of "June- 1567." And thus 
all is well, had we been told who found them. 

But here it comes naturally to be queftion* 
cd, how Murray or his council, and efpecially 
he himfelf/ who was in France at the time, 
could fo readily and roundly atteft, either that 
this box and letters were found with *DaI- 
gleifbfiv thzt Morton hzdfo honeftly preferved 
them all that time, without any manner of 
change or alteration ? This feems repugnant 
to common fenfe, and is fofar from anfwer- 
ing their purpofe, that it affords the moft ve- 
hement prefumpfion of fraud. 

Their afts of council and parliament * in 
'December i$6j, may be reckoned another 
df their evidences, for they cannot well be 
counted (Separately, becaufe their aft of par- 
liament is nothing but the fag-end of their 

•« , aft 

* Append, p. 6a. 66. 
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ir& of council ; which coundil was held for 
deviling before-hand, * how and by what 
means a full and perfeft law and fecurity 
might be obtained, and made, for all thofe 
who either by deed, counfel or fnbferiptiort 
had entered in their caufe fince the be* 
ginning. And, the matter being largely, and 
with good deliberation reasoned at great 
length, and upon fundry days, at laft the 
whole lords, barons and others could find 
no other way or means to find or make the 
(aid fecurity> but by producing thefe letters } 
which, they declared, they were moft loth 
to do, for the love they bore to the Queen's 
perfon, who was once their fovfcreign, and 
for the reverence of his Majefty, whofe 
mother Jhe was, and alfo on account of the 
many good and excellent gifts wherewith 
God fometime endued her, if otherWife the 
fincerity of their intentions and proceedings 
from the beginning might have been known 
to foreign nations, and the inhabitants of 
this ifle (of whom many as yet remained 
in fufpence of judgment) fatisfied and refbl- 
ved of the righteoufnefs of their quarrel ; 
and the fecurity of themfelves and their po* 
fterity, by any other means, could have* 
been provided and eftablifhed. , 
Behold how lucky a hit this, that it ihould 
have chanced Datgleijb to be apprehended 

with 
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With the letter*; at a time of fd great diftf efs. 
Thefe.tbey produced in parliament, arid ob- 
tained fecririty in their oton very terms, with 
. the alteration of only one (ingle word, but a 
EQoft cruel and unlucky word it was, and 
might have undone all. 

In their aft; of .privycofmtil; Whieli they 
prefented ,hy waydf petition to their parlia- 
ment, they had frffirfted that the letters were 
written and fijbferibed by the Queen's own 
hand : But when they came, to be produced 
before the parliament, O mrfmbk negleft ! 
the fubfcription had even been forgotten to be 
added $ and when they had once appeared 
thus publickly without it § could never after- 
Wards be Supplied t And both the feal, it Teems, 
and indorfation had been forgotten alfo a . No 
very inconfiderable defefts ! 

The Parliament therefore could not find 

» 

them to have been fubfcribed by her ; but 
they found thetn to be holograph ; for inftead 
of faying they were written and fubfcribed 
with her own hand, as the aft of council has 
it, they fay the letters were written -wholly 
with her own hand ; and all the reft of the 
aft is in Murray's own or his council's words. 
It may be faid that it was proof enough, if 
the parliament foundthgm to be written by 
her, altho* the fubfcription was wanting. But 

,k who* 
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whoever will objeft this, ought firft to fatisfy 
us how papers, which upon the iv. of 3Je* 
cembcr are affirmed by aft affetnbly of twen- 
ty eight p^rfons, to have been fubfcribed, 
came to appear thereafter not to have beeti 
fubfcribed, nor ever after pretended to have 
been fo by thofe very perfons themfeives, 
when Co often mentioned *. For though this 
circumftahce may at firft view appfear foitfll 
and trifling, any thinking perfon who mature- 
ly confidersit, will perceive that they had de- 
signed to have prefented their letters to the par- 
liament formally fubfcribed by the Queen, by 
what ever miftiap it fell out that it was not 
done ; and then it will become extremely 
hard to believe that any of theft letters had 
been written by her, any more than fubfcri- 
bed, even although the parliament had fworn 
to it. 

If afty body fhall exprefe their amazement 
how the parliament could have allowed, an 
aft to pafs in their name, in which it was (aid, 
that thefe letters were wholly written by the 
Queen's own hand ; I refer them to the rea- 
fons given for their conditflE m that matter by 
a numerous aflembly of the greateft perfona- 
ges in the kingdom, of whom many were 
there prefent, viz. ' There was nothing done 
* in their parliament that might prejudge the 

Queen's 
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Queen's honour in any fort, her Grace ne- 
ver having been called nor ace u fed there- 
of: for what was done was not to declare 
her Grace guilty of any crime, which of 
reafon noways could be done againft her 
Majefty uncalled ; but only an a& made 
for fafety of themfelves from forfeiture, who 
treafonably had put hands on her Majefty's 
moft noble perfon, and imprifoned her Grace, 
only founding their proceedings uponjuft 
meaning, as they alledged ; which fundry 
noblemen who were her Grace's favour- 
ers, then prefent, bore withal, moft prim 
cipally for fafety of her Grace's life, which, 
before their coming to parliament, was 
concluded and fubferibed by a great part 
of thofe who -had feized Her perfon, to 
be taken from her in mod cruel manner, as 
is notorioufly known ; fuppofe fundry of 
the noblemen, partakers with themfelves, 
refufed to fubferibe the fame, or confent to 
her death in any ways, * 

' And in cafe any fuch ad had been made, 
the feme cannot prejudge her Majefty in any 
fort, in refpeft they had no lawful power to 
hold a parliament, And alfo it is againft all 
laws and reafon to condemn any creature on 
life, until they be firft called .to ufe their 

1 lawful defences, or, at leaft prefented in 

1 judgment and heard. 
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* And likewjf? it is againft all laws and ret* 
' fon ; and alfoit was never feenin pra&ice, that 
' ever the fubjeds were judges of the Prince, 
'butfliould always obey them, zea, albeit 
* they be wicked, as the fcripture declares *\ 

Tfris is tfre true ftate of the matter. We 
fee by their own petition, drawn up in their- 
council, that they defined to have it ena&ed 
thiis and thus, only as a full and perfeft law 
and fecurity for themfelv.es and their pofterity ; 
which they affirna they could pot devife by 
any other means. Murray with twenty feven 
of his fotelfite* pr partifans, who were all 
petitioners for it, and fo ought not to have 
been prefent, fat and voted for having it paft ; 
and all who favoured the Queen were obliged 
to confent to let them have that fecurity, in 
their own terms, left fhey jhould murder 
her : which fome of then) had cppcluded to 
have been done, and had fubfcribed a cove- 
nant for that end ; apd Gforgf Buchanan, 
who that very year had bpen jnpderator pf 
the general aflfembly of the kirk, had by this 
time prepared his dialogue 4? jure regni, fo* 
juftifyiog all thefe purpofes, froip whicl) pno 
may well learn what was in agitation. 

If it ihall feero ftrarige that any of theie men, 
yrho fo amply teftified the great love and good* 
will that they bore tp her perfon, on account 

of 
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of her high rank, and many good and excel* 
lent gifts and virtues, fliould have been at the 
very fame time confulting and covenanting 
to cut her off; there is nothing in this more 
than the fame, perfbns did over again the next 
year, while they declare their devotion, pri- 
vate aflfeftion, and good wifhes towards her, 
both for private and publick refpe&s, and ac- 
knowledge the moft part of them were bound 
to her for benefits received at her hands ; and 
yet in the fame paper will have Q. Elizabeth 
to crave her husband's blood at her hands, 
as being bound fo to do by God's ordinance *, 
and at the next meeting, Elizabeth and they 
together prevailed with that weak man the 
Earl of Lenox to give in a petition to the 
fame purpofe b . And this may fuffice'tofhew 
chat there are no great things to be built upon 
thefea&s of their council and parliament: Not. 
to infill that men of as great judgment as were 
among them, affirmed that the letters were 
none of her writing c . 

It is ftill to be kept in remembrance, that 
thefe letters had paftboth in their privy-coun- 
cil and parliameot, without any account given 
how, or when they fliould have come to their 
hands. Dalgleijb was then alive, axid poffi- 
fcly might have denied that ever he had them. 
Put he being put to a cruel death amongft o* 

others, 
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others, in January following 1568, the box 
was faid, at its next appearance to have been 
found with him> upon the xx. day of June 
X$6j : But by whom is not faid, in either of 
the two receipts that are granted for it *, It 
would feem 'Dalgleifh had not been appre- 
hended by Morton himfelf ; and thenqe would 
arife a chafm in the progrefs of the letters, 
which, as is commonly received, was from 
the Queen to Nicholas Hubert, or French 
Paris, who gave them to Bothwell, who 
gave them to Sir James Balfour, who gave 
them to € DalgUijh % from whom they were ta* 
ken by Morton, who gave them to Murray t 
after he kept them truly &nd honeftly for 
near fcv. months, as Murray beareth wit* 
nefe. But that ever Sir James Balfour had 
fhero, or that Morton had them from "Dal* 
glei/b, no man is warranted to fay, by any 
original accounts of them that appear at pre* 
fink . They muft have paft through as many 
hands at leaft, and probably more ; But here 
we are as yet in the dark. Morton's decla- 
ration of the manner how he came by them, 
which he exhibited before the Englijh com- 
miffioners upon the ix. day of "December 
l $6%, ought furely to have cleared up this 
matter, which perhaps it may do afterwards, 
for at prefent it cannot be found* 

Were 
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Were people at liberty to form their judg- 
ment concerning the matter from fuch Jhoit 
hints as occur, it behoved them to conceive 
of it as not a little myfterious. Thus the Ettg- 
UJb commiffioners, after Murray's deputies 
had inftrefted them privately in thefe matters*, 
upon the x. day of Oftober f ufe the follow- 
ing words, in relation to the mafiner how rife 
box, &c. was found : a The manner h&to 
" thefe men came by them is fuch as, it 
" feemeth, that God, in whofe fight &**• 
* der and bloodihed of the innocent is aba- 
" mkiabie,. would not permit the fame to be 
" hid, or concealed." Something very un- 
common is always hinted at, whenever this 
affair is mentioned b . " 

As the whole ftrefs, in a manner, of thie 
caufe depends fundamentally upon thisdeeb* 
ration (for without it, what would all the reft 
fignify ?) we muft allow that there has been 
Something in it. There is indeed an obviotrarand 
weighty objection, Morton had always beeft 
in a confederacy With the enemies of his court- 
try,and partaker in its fpoils*, both before, at, 
andafter the reformation ; rind was one of thfe 
principaLaflaffines when David Rizio was mur- 
dered, and the Queen lb horribly abufed, and 
made prifoner ; that he was alio one of thfe 

con* 
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contrivers and >executers of the king's mur- 
der ; and, laftly, the ringleader in impri- 
foning the Queen ir> Locblevin ; therefore his 
oaths and declarations could hardly have been 
regarded, or accepted, in any. caufe, far lefs 
in this, could his (ingle teftimony be received 
. for the bafis of tfce whole fabrick* . On the o- 
ther hand, it is to be' confidered, that if thefe, 
qr the like otgefijorts, fliould have been allow- 
ed of, they would have debarred all the reft, 
.as well as him, from bearing teftimony in thi» 
.caufe, as they had been. all more or lefs con- 
cerned in the fame tranfa&ions; by which 
.means our famous letters would have been 
Rendered quite infignificant, and we fliould 
alfo have been deprived of the declaration by 
•Murray and all the reft of his commaflioners 
^he next day* which may be efteemed as the 
.capital of all. It is in thefe words * 

" We, b by the tenor hereof, teftify, 4Votr 
%u and affirm, upon ouf honours and con- 
4 * fciences* that the whole miflive writings, 
" fonets, obligations and contracts, are un- 
« doubtedly the faid Queen's proper hand* 
" writ ; except the contract in Scots, dated 
" ziSeton the v. day oi April 1567, written 
«« by the Earl of Huntly, which alfo we under - 
" ftand and perfe&ly know to be fubferibed 

by 
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^'byrher, and waff take the fame upon bur 
& honours arid cbfafeiehces, &c* . . 

But: no man ought to overload his con- 
fcienee ; and : whoever, fweate more than ho 
can know, doth nrifervice to the caufe* :but 
hurt. Other people ufe to fwear that they 
trul^belieVe, proace!vperfuaded r that this or 
jhat paper is* of iircfa; *a per fan's writing : But 
here &U is point blank^ undoubted knowledge 
and perfeft certainty in this declaration, which 
was given for corroboration 'of .their oath 
made before *, ^if that. had not been fuffr 
tient. • * ' * f v/ :~ i. ../:'... 

. And their fwfcafin£ fo positively, to the 
Qiieeh's bare fubfetfiption, confifting only of 
fi*;letter£V* of which one might v eafily , forge 
a hundred in a day, To as neither fhe herfel^ 
not- any of theni.couldbe>abIe to difesrn the 
difference, difcovers fucha keenpiefe and refo* 
iution to go thropgh ftitch with their matters* 
&s< in- men who rtuift have been acquainted 
with the nature of writings and of oaths, can t 
be called by no other proper appellation , than 
that of deliberate perjury. AJ1 men, 'tis like? 
ly, will not fuffieiendy comprehend the ground 
of this obfervacbn* )but the moft part of fine 
writers and engravers , know that the matte? 
k fo, and they; are the, mo(t competent judges, 
* - , 1 which 
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which is enough to mc. They fwear at the 
fame time that the Earl of HuHtly wrote the 
-paper at which this fubfcription was * : ought 
they not alfo to have proved his handwriting** 
or co have got hint to acknowledge the fad: 
feme way or other I 

Hitherto we have fpoke only of what may 
be ftri&ly called home-proofs, as depending 
wholly upon their own knowledge and con* 
fciences. Now as to their auxiliaries : :. . 
/ They introduced .one- Thomas Crawford* 
whom they 4 call a gentleiinan of the Earl of 
Lenox's b , as the perfon of whofe conference 
with the Queer*, -on hei- way to Gl<$totv, 
Tome mention k made-ui the nrft letter*; 
and he fwocc to feme >\W>rds that then paft 
betwixt the Queem and :hjm. JBut what • trt 
fling, what penury of efcidenae, was thi$ r ! the 
Queen furely was not blone. with Crawford 
ifpon the r<bad to Glajgaiv ; and thus othet 
perfons of iier; retinue might have known 
what words paft, as well as either of them, and 
from them thefe words might have come intd 
the letters 5 or,, what hindered but Crawford 
might have dmdged thefti himfelf ? fo whe- 
ther he iwpre true or not as to that matter, it 
is the ferae thing. Yet though this part of 
his teftimony was idle, that which follows 
i . . * 1 was 

a Append, p. 246. b p. i # 
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W4& not-fcu He fell upon a way to fwear 
to moft of the contents of thatJetter, without 
feeing it, and it is as long as all the reft put 
jogether : And. a very certain way it was : 

Forjbefwore % 'That as foon as the 
1 Queen of Scots had fpoken with the King 
1 his mailer ztGlafgaw, from time to time, 
f he, Crawford, was fecretly informed by the 
* King of all things which had pafled betwixt 
f the Queen and the King, to the intent that 
' be fliould report the fame to the Earl of 

* Lew*, bis matter ; becaufe the faid Earl 
1 durft not then, for, difpleafure of the Queen, 
' come abroad ! and that he did immediately 
f at the very time, write the lame, word by 
' word, as near as he poffibly could carry the 
** fame away # ; And, fare he was, that the 

* words now reported in his writing, con* 
' cerning the communication between the 

* Queen of Scots and him, upon the way near 
f Glafgow, are the very lame words, in his 

* conference, that were fpoken : And that the 

* others, reported to him by the King, were 

* the fame in effect and fubftance, as they 
4 were delivered by the King to him, though 
$ not perhaps the very words themfelves. 
£One would think they might have been 
in, the very lame worcUt} Gaufa fctcnti* 
fatet. 

la The 
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The Earl of Lenox indeed was never 
much worth; and if he did not fee the Queen 
on that occafion, it may be thought he has not 
been on the mending hand. But what then i 
let the gentleman's evidence be confidered. | 
Give ear, ye politicians, and ftate judges t 
We have read and heard of fcrewing up an 
evidence to the juft tone ; of twifting and 
torturing a letter, or the like, till it would 
bear the proper intended meaning ; of ftrairr- 
ing and ftretching a paragraph of ftatute, till a 
man, perhaps not much beloved by the Great 
or Godly, might,by a feleft jury, be believed t<i 

'be within the verge: But fay,- Can it be madfe 
appear from all your journals, that fuch 4 
matchlefs mafterly teftimony, fo clear an4 
convincing, was ever given, or received by 
any of you, as that the evidence lhould have 
bad a copy of a Queen's billet-doux in his 
pocket,wherewith toconvifther, without ever 
having feen the original; nay even before fhfe 
could have had time to write it ? 'Tis thought 
it cannot be done. But whatdidl.fay ? aeppy! 

"that it could not be : they were both originals' ; 
and the one might well have paft for rhe other, 
had not Crawford* s been iubferibed, wfyife 
the other wanted the fubfeription. 

This matter -then feems to be near at a 
point. There is no room left for anfwering. 

x Crazvfurd f who knew beft, has fworn clear 
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and full: And let any man fwe£r tb.6 con* 
trary, who can. So it is hoped every one is by 
this time fully and entirely fatisfied of the 
capacity and integrity as well of Crawford 
the evidence, as of Murray and Morton plain* 
tiffs, and of the mod honourable the judges; a* 
alfo with regard to the letters, whether they 
are not to be reckoned genuine ; for there can 
be no doubt from the very beginning as to 
Crawford?* copy, becaufe he acknowledged the 
writing, andfwore to it in open court : But if 
any reader doth not as yet find himfelf convin- 
ced, he will do heft to flop fhort here ; for all 
that is to follow will have no effeft upon him* 
There ftill remains another teftimonyof 
the fubfidiary kind, which appeared not till 
nearly eight months after their proof at Lon» 
ion had been concluded ; and that arofe from 
two confeffions of Nicholas Hubert, other- 
wife called French Paris, who is faid to have 
/carried almoft all the letters betwixt the 
Queen and the Earl of Bothwell. The laft 
iconfefljon is here printed. ■, it being the moft 
material, and clear in all points. It contains 
not only a particular account upon What 
-occasions the letters were Written and fent* 
.but alfb exprefles his knowledge of feme re- 
markable points contained in them, which had 
been communicated to h^m,. with plain tokens 

and 
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and circumftancc?, as that he him fclT de- 
livered to the Earl, not only . the firft letter, 
but alio the bracelets, therein-mentioned : 
That letter likewife, whieh . is here printed 
in the laft plaf q, paft through bis hands, to- 
gether with the ring that is feid. to be lew 
along with it a , In like manner he was the 
bearer of one of the letters for the rape, 
which he delivered to the Earl out of his own 
hand, and got from him an anfwer making for 
that purpofe. He gives particular and plain 
indications of the Queen's privity to the con- 
trivance and execution of the murder, which 
pone of the reft, who had formerly been put 
to death as guilty of that crime, had ever 
touched upon ; for not one of them had fkid 
a word againft the Queen at aUA In fhort, 
he is as clear with relation to the Queen's 
guilt, both in the murder and rape, as he is 
Co the Earl's, with whom he was prefent at 
both. So that had he been at London to bear 
teftimony along with ^Thomas Crawford, their 
joint evidence would furely have appeared fo 
clear and ample, as they muft needs have 
borne dawn all oppofition, doubt or contra- 
diction ; efpecially when it is confidered, that 
Paris made this confefHon againft his own 
life, and was put to a cruel death on that 
very account : So that it is hardly to be ima- 
gined 
£ Append, p. 44. b Aadcrfpn's collc& y. *. p. if>i*r**)Z 



gined, that he would have uttered any thing 
that wasnot ftri&ly true. 

Yet not the Ids > however clear and parti- 
tular thefe feftiMofiies may appear, if the let- 
ters themfelves fliall after all happen to be 
diiprovM, What will become of the teftimoniei ? 
And how will aay one be able to account fbr 
them ? *Tis maftifeft they muft ftand or ftll 
together; for which reafen- 1 fhall defer th6 
confickration df the teftS&onies, till the fet- 
ters are firft difcufled. — . <. ;i ' J 
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LET. u« now confider the ends for wtaicK 
theft? letters were produced, and jsxa- 
mine whether t£ey were fufficientfor obtairi^ 
bg thofe ends. The firft an4 chief purpofe^ 
as hath been faid already *, w'as, that thi*' 
might be a. foundation for a full and per.feS 
law and fecurity for theqa and their pofterity y 
and that it might be declared, * That they,' 

io 
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J in taking arms, and imprifarring'the Queerr* 
' had done the duty of noblemen and good 
?;fubjefts, -and intto ways had - offended, or 
5 tfanfgfefled th$ laws in that feft, 6r any 
cubing depe$4i»g^hjerdon^eiiher proceeding* 
< or following ;the A fame '.;! . And- therefore 
f fhould be i^jiocentj free, and afcquit of the 
4 fame; and of all allien and caufe, criminal o* 
f civil, that might Recommenced agaipft them, 
i,&c a . And £or the reafon mentioned above b , 
they got an aft paft for that pfcrpofe in .theif 
parliament, where, as they affirm, there was 
a greater aflembly of the eftates, than had 
been for a hupdre<L ypars b^fpre c j which 
they vapoured upon ^at Lotiiotl, as a matter 
that added no fmall weight to all their tranfafti- 
tJifa^ There wdre certainly more provofts of 
pettj; burghs at it than perhajis ever, had been 
ijxvajiy Scots parliament before V. why did 
they not tell that likewife ? As alio that their 
parliament was not very unanimous in their pro- 
ceedings, but there were protections tnadfe 
agaihft fome thipgs relating to the Queen, of 
which proteftations they wouM not fiifJer 
iheir clerks afterwards to give but copies 
cJr £xtra&s d ? .! - : 

J Biit had they befen all unanimous, and teii 
ihoufarid times/more numerous than they 

1 were 
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were, that aft was altogether unjuftifiable and 

abfurd : For' no .'parliaments, no aflemblies 

of men or angels cfauld have made it lawful 

and right in them, to. have taken and impri- 

foned their Sovereign upon the fifteenth and 

fifteenth days of June, on account of thefe 

letters^ which they pretend to have found 

only upon the twentieth day of that 

month s when the tnatter was all over 2 AP 

ter five days, yea five hours was in this cafe 

the fame, as after five revolutions of Saturn z 

For thus they were equally criminal as if their 

letters had never been found nor heard o£ 

or even never had exifted* But indeed when 

they had fliut up their beneficent Sovereign 

in prifon, and ufurped her authority and 

riches, it became* <in .a manner neceflary to 

find the letters, or feme other pretence of the 

like nature, which they might give out as a 

reafon for fo doing; ahd they themfelves affirm, 

that they could find no other way or means 

for their owft vindication or fecurity K 

Oh ! but t it has been faid, and probably, 
will be faid again ; Not fb faft. Judge not that 
ye be not judged. Charity is a chriftian. 
duty ; and moderation is ftill a virtue, 
which becomes perfbns of all ranks, and ad- 
orns all fexes and ages, Thefe men, as 
being men, might poffibly. have tript in feme 

m circum- 
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circumftances, fuch. as in a point of regulari- 
ty in their proceedings ; but beware what 
you fay, Confider that thefe were the very 
perfons who fome years before, even in the 
years Mdlix. and Mdlx. brought about 
fuch glorious things in the fear of the Lord, as 
is well known ; for fb they thenafelves, who 
knew beft, always profefled and declared. 
Think upon this, and then tell us, whether it 
is not reafonable- to believe, that they proceed- 
ed here alfo upon righteous motives and juft 
and (olid grounds. Were not ' their hearts mo- 
' ved, (they declared it at Tori «) fo that they 

* thought nothing more godly, nor more ho- 
4 n our able in the fight of the world, than, by 
' punching the Earl ofBotbwell, chief author 
' of the King's murder, to relieve others in- 
4 nocemly calumniated on that account ; to 
4 put tfoeQusen to freedom from the bondage. 

* of that tyrant, who prefutiiptuoufiy had en- 

* terprifed to ravilh and marry her (whofe 
' lawful husband he could not be^ neither* fhe 
€ his lawful wife) and to preferve the inno- 
4 cent perfon of their native Prince, from the 
< hands of him who had murdered his father ? 
4 The profeffion of the true religion could not 
4 permit them to do any lelsj and had they 
4 riot done fo, Scotland could not have conti- 
4 nued in the ftate of a kingdom V 

Thefe. 

* Append, p. 145, *> p. 20J« 
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^Thefe men therefore are to be lobkfed up- 
on as avengers of innocent blood, zealous flip* 
porters of religion, an<J vindicators of publidt 
jaftice, the tfitJft [ loyal fubje&s, and true pa- 
triots. What although they had not got the 
letters, till after they had fecured theQueeto, 
and taken the government of the kingdom, 
and all her riches, revenues and*jew«h tinder 
their care ? Might they not have had ftrong 
inward impreflions, or even revelations, as they 
wanted not prophets among them, wkneft 
John Knox^ that fifth papers wotdd fame- 
dine be found ? It might be fo, for aught ytttt 
know. How then can you have the afluf anee, 
For the difference of five or fix days Oftly, to 
infinuate, much rriore to rtention, fuch things 
as forgery, perjury, and perhaps ifourder too ? 
Fy, fyl prefumptuous creature I thefe arc 
unfeemly hard worcls. A man ought at leaft 
to have fome regard for his own reputation. 
Will ye wantonly expofe yourfelf to reproach 
and fcorn ? Do ye think that, at this rate, 
any of the more polite gentlemen or ladies 
Will read your book ? No ! fuch language is 
not to be tolerated, &c. 

This laft part of the argument will be 
found offmall force in the prefent cafe. And as 
to the reft; Was it ever heard that people v whp 
iAtofr form fuch bbje&ions, did ever yet com- 
plain of lack of moderation in Murray's and 

ra 2 his 
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his party's Iwearings, or \w Qeorge Buck a* 
nan\ writipg^? Were they privileged an4 
warranted to write and fwear their Sovereign 
and great benefa&refs, into notorious open a- 
dulte*/, and the murder of her husband to 
boot, in the moft pofitive language imaginable, 
when they knew their charge to be moft 
fajfe ? And muft that be ftill allowed to pafsfor 
gofpgl, without cpntradi&ion ? fo that others 
muft not, venture to fay, that thefe men wers 
guilty of the primes of which they ftand mani* 
feftly cpnvi&ed by thtir o\vn avowed ibQt 
writings, and ffandalous records; but imift 
be rundown, and reprefented as breaking 
through the bounds of sjl religion, natural 
and reveglecj, and tripling even common 'def 
cency Pflder foot ? 

Some' people's a&ions,. it muft be ccfnfefled, 
iare : fo extravagantly grofs. atjd' hideous, that 
there is npdanger of affixing top ftrong epithets 
to them, k£Caijfe,to furniflilhe' proper language 
for them> the diftionary would fcarcc fuffice ; 
And yet a modeft man, tho' he can fwear tQ 
the truth of the fa&s, will decline to give a 
full and plain detail of them, unlefs he i$ 
brought upon oath ; fo that do it hp muft:. . 
And one who writes of characters and fa&s ia 
^ he hiftorical way, is under a moral obligation 
S9 be as wefri qn$ eaupo«§ gbQUf vrjiat h^ 
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(ays, as if he were (Worn, and therefore mnft 
fpeakout, without nunding confequences*, Or, 
is thp old rale reverted, fo that now it is, N* 
quid veri.dwi** audcat ; ttk quiifalfi nan au- 
deat, for Moderation's Take I Moderation is 
certainly an amiable, decent* comely, well 
bred gentlewoman ; No man in his fenfes tier 
denied it : But there are courtezans too, who 
(hole about , in the very fajne . drefs, and 
impofe upon the unwary. One who in a ; di£ 
puted poiqt betwixt ft&s, or ?hgrafters in;hi-i 
ftory, tells truth moderately, that ms min- 
cingly, differs but in a fmalldegtee from hiiri 
yrho teljs . lips moderately* Jiowever that 
there is any intemperate laoguag^ here, I 
know not ; but if it fhall appear fo to others, 
let them confider whether it is not excefs of 
truth that makes it fo* 

. Ay, but^have not fome njeek ipen written 
upon the like controverfy .\yith more tem* 
per ? No ; they have not, if the fubjeft be 
attended to ;, fgr a parallel cafe never yfct.eii 
ifted. Let the criticks wait till thar happens : 
Then, and not till then can they be at fiber* 
fy to make cpmparifons. J 

As to the fiiggeftion, that the party might 
poflibly have had reafonable fufpicion of the 
Queen's guilt before-hand ; the very apolo- 
gy makes againft them* Do not we find 

theft 
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Acrn all along' faymg *; and flwEJtringts in their 
declarations, proclamations, aflbciatibns and 
anfwers, tharthey took arms, as they cxprcfe 
the matter, to fet &e Queen afcfifcerty, which 
they effe&ed, by flatting her vrp-a clofe prifbn- 
dr in iMhkvin fortrefs, before they pretend 
to have found thbiP letters ? and then extort- 
ed her fabferiptida to a dimiffion of her crOwn^ 
in their own favours, for fear of death, with 
which lhe was threatqed by ' one,- whom flic 
knew to be Efficiently capable to exec ate it* 
even by t PatrickLord Lindfay, bec&ufe lhe 
knew both Mm and his chief employer (Prji 
notable to reduce the word to a moderate 
Ize) to be afMines. 

But furely their fwearing will never pei> 
fuade any mortal in his fenfes, that this was a 
proper method for fetting the Queen at liber- 
ty : And yet, their fwearing th*t this was 
their intentfon, excludes entirely the new in^ 
vdnted pretence, that they might poffibly be- 
fore hand have fufpeftcd the Queen's guilt, 
and expefted foon to find proof thereof. The 
weaknefs of this Apology they feem to have 
been aware of themfelves, when they fwore 
ttTork, that they fhut her up in prifon dr- 
jreftly*, becaufefhe u threaded to beaven- 

<'ged 

j 
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u ged on them all, and offered to leave and 
give over the reafat and all, fo that fhe 
might be foffered to poflefs the murderer 
" of her husband." The abfurdrty of which 
tale appeal from; thisv that they confefslhe 
came over <to- them voluntarily *, and doubt- 
kfe upon thfc fakeft proniifes on their parr*; 
Had they therefore ohferved their promifes, 
there had beefc no room for her threats. On 
the contrary* fco fhadow of reafon can be ima- 
gined why the Queen fhould have voluntari- 
ly gone over to them, even upon their fair 
pcomifes, but that fhe never did, nor could, 
fully approve of that forced marriage to which 
fhe had been eonftrained by the felicitations 
of her beft well-wifhers in the kingdom, with 
whom alio her enemies had joined in giving 
a Bond to the Earl of BofbvteW for the de- 
claration of his innocence in the murdenof 
the King, and for promoting that marriage at 
any rate, without asking her confent ; recom- 
mending the Earl as the fitted man in all/ 
Scotland ; and among thofe were the ring- 
leaders who afterwards pretended to accufe 
him^ and a&ually imprifbned her. Surely 
they had forgot to write the letter to Both- 
well, which ifcfe/tf/7/telte us c they pretended. 
to have? intercepted, and on which they then 
founded the caitle of her imprifonment, or 

elfe 
* Append, p. 145. b P. 164. 165. c Mem. p. 84. 
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elfe it had been, produced to verify., their aP 
fertions- But all is falfliood and contradicti- 
on, every one as well of theif ftpries, as oaths' 
being, inconfiftent with another; from: firft ta 
laft. The true caufe of imprifoning her, was 
neither on account of her threap, or of her 
letters written, or to be written, found or ta : 
be found, but to complete their own Confpi- 
racy, into which they had eatred .two years 
before, when flie. was about to marry Lord 
*Darnly Earl of Rofi ; for then they covenant- 
ted u to flay him and his father, and divers 
" other noblemen then about the Queen, and 
" tQ ,,ipake the Queen herfelf prifoner in 
" Lochlevin, for all the days of her life, and 
" the Earl of Murray to have ufurped the 
u government * j" as is acknowledged and 
affirmed by three that were on the plot, 
namely, the Earls of At gyle arid Rothes and 
hord Boyd. All thefe three events happen- 
ed, two of them certainly by the very fame 
party's means ; and can it be doubted as 
to the third ? This is the only true reafbn 
for fhutting her up prifoner in Lochlevin, be- 
fore they found thofe letrers, which they af- 
terwards alledged for their juftification. 

But how fhamelefs was it to fwear, that the 
Queen faid fhe would leave kingdom,and all, ta 
pojfefs the murderer of her husband! Can any 

mortal 

* Append. P. 558. 
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Jnortal believe it ? Ob, but it may befaid, 
the Queen probably named the Duke ofOrk- 
' xay, who was in faft the murderer of her hu{- 
band : As if thefe were fo neceflarily conver- 
tible terms, that they might be changed at plea- 
fure^ by people upon oath ! So for was it from 
being poflible for the Queen to have exprefled 
herfelf in thefe terms, that our deponents do not 
pretend to have had any tolerable knowledge 
or certainty even of BothwelPs guiit, till the 
xxiii. and xxvi. -days o^June^ that is, even a£ 
ter their finding the letters, as is clear from 
their own afts and proclamation upon the (aid 
xxvi. of y tine a < Yet this i$ *iot more grofe 
than their words immediateiy following, That 
the Queen finding herfelf wearied of the go- 
vernment, fo that her body, fpirit arid fenfes 
Were altogether unable longer to occupy the 
fame, fhe renounced it, in favour of her 
fon. If perjury Hates one broad in the face* 
almoft in every paragraph of their writings, 
they only and the perfons who prompted and 
admitted it are anfwerable for it. 

And as to their godly and honourable d£- 
figns of which they talk, of what kind could 
that godlinefs be that prompted them, for 
their pains in dethroning the Queen, to ufurp . 
to themfelves her kingdom, and -feize her 

\ n riches 
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riches and revenues to their own ufe, of all 
which, fuppofing flie had been juftly fet afide, 
not the leaft article could have appertained td 
them, but, as was well known and eftablifhedi 
devolved by law, immediately after her, upon 
the Duke of Chajlelherault, who certainly had 
written none of the letters .to Both-well, not 
had been prefent with him at the King's muri 
der, becaufe he was then in france, and ought 
not therefore to have been deprived of his jufl 
right. l 

If it Ihall be aliedged that this matter wa} 
already argued and adjudged, at the conclui 
fion of the conferences at London and Wefi\ 
minfter ; where Q. Elizabeth, after a ful{ 
hearing, gave her fentence againft the Dukei 
as appears from the whole procefs concerning 
it, faithfully entered in George Buchanan^ 
hiftory a : The anfwer is, that all George Bu+ 
chanarfs ftories are not true Sterlings fo< 
which re^ifon, 'tis hoped,, that the following 
chapters may ferve to fet ,him afide from bear 
ih'g teftimony hereafter in any caufe. Th^ 
matter of faft was thus : \ 

The Englijb commiffioners at jT0nf,had,upl 
on the 20th of OBober defired the Scots com 
miffioners of both fides to declare their opi- 
nions as to the government of the realm, du- 
ring the minority of the Prince : The Queen *t 

con* 

*. Lib. 19. p. 375- 
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tommiflioners declared the law and pra&ice 
be in favour of the neareft lawfully dc- 

ended of the blood, royal, being pf perfeft - 
ige *, as was and is well known to have been 

ie cafe. Murray and his partners declared 

ihat the Governor was ele&ive, fupporting > 

hemfelves by .many falfhobds b , as 'will bcob- - 

vkms to all who are tolerably acquainted with • 

the hiftory of our country. But .Murray alto- 

! gether difrelilhing the queftion/vvhich he knew 

* to be by no means tenable for his purpofe ; 
and it being now refolved that the further 

I hearing of the caufe fhould be at London, 
the very next day he offers and propofes fame. 

- rcquefts to Queen Elizabeth c , and this parti- 

I cularly among the reft ; 

' Becaufe his Grace {Murray) underftands. 

i ' fbmewhat to be meant and fpoken by his ad* 
1 verfaries, of . the Duke of Chajtelherartlt's' 
' right, as well to. the fucceffion as to the go* 
' vernment and aidminiftration, during our So- 
r vereign'^ minorily, befeeches herMajefty that 
' no mention be made hereof (as a caufe iru- 
1 pertinent to the a&ion in hand, for which 
* this convention vvas appointed) in this pre- 
' font colloquy and aflembly : For that the 
' queftion of fucceffion iiuring rfie King our 

•' : * n % ^matter's 

. 1* 

\ . . * - ♦ .... . , . 

. • Cecil's ftate papers, p. 484. • 
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4 matter's life, is not fit to enter in by him : 
' At leaft he hath no caufe to complain of 
' wrong, or hurt, during our faid Sovereign's 
4 life, whom God preferve, And as. *o the 

* adminiftration and government; forthe.cau- 
' fes above fpecified, it cannot be mentioned 
' at this prefent,but with danger to that ftate": 
' For upon the one part that fhould be, a$ 
4 it were! an enfign difplayed, whereunto 
4 all the little and fmall particular fa&ions, 
4 (wherewith the ftate, to our great grief, a- 
4 bounds) fhould and might retire them, to 
4 fave themfelves, and trouble that ftate, and 
4 boldly contemn the juft* authority y and th$ 
4 laws : Such as are the whole murderers of our 
4 fovereign Lord's father>and/A<?/> dependents ; 
4 the whole dependents and well wilier s of the? 
4 Earl of Both well; the vjbole Papifts ; the 
4 whole fe&ion of thofe that hate the u$km in 

? amity of thefe two nations, &c. His 

4 Grace doth marvel, that die Queen's maje- 
4 fty, for any caufe, might be induced, at this 
4 prefent, to enter into that purpofe, being 

* fb dangerous, as fttd fe, to the troubling^ 
4 and continuing in trouble «*f that ftate, 

* thereof an- fpecial care miift now ly upr 
' 4 <*i her Majefty's fhdulders in many re* 
4 fpefts, &c.' — To conclude, 4 either , the 
4 Queen's majefty muft direftly, and without 
4 flel&y, eftablifh that ftate, udder the prtfent 

€ govern* 
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' government and authority, of elfe, by delay- 

* jng thereof,- nourilh faftiori, comfort the 

* wicked zxAfeditious, hurt her friends, main- 
' tain her enemies, endanger the ftate of relU 
gion, and the amity, and, bydivifion of an* 
' thority, provoke the entry of ftrangers with* 
' in the ifle : All which incohveniencies are 
€ without difficulty, and with fmall charges, 
4 taken away, in joining, with the prefent au- 

* thority and government, &c. 

See how earneftly. Muff ay prefles Q. EB* ■ 
zabeth to fmotbcr. this .queftion entirely; 
which it would feem was done, for ought that' 
yet hajh appeared, excepting in Mr. Bucha*' 
nan's book,. It were to be wifhed, upon 
Q. Elizabeth's account, that nothing more 
might ever , appear concerning it ; becaitfe 
the reafbns upon which hef fentence is th£r& 
faid* to have been founded; da not feeni fof 
perfpicuous and cogent as would be requisite 
before a man could be deprived of his right* 
in a matter of fo high confequence ; on thfe 
other hand, for Buchanan's fake, it might be 
wifhM that. Ker fentence could be produced, 
left men, who do not believe in him, fiiotiH 
furmife that he made it himfelf. 

Now their depriving the Puke otCbaftefhe- 
rault of his right, and feizing it to themfelves, 
proves manifeftly that power and great riches 
ya$ all the gQfllinefs that they purfued*: And 

who 
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whoccml4 ever after that doubt, but out of 
the fame (pirif of avarice and ambition, they 
would have endeavoured to . dethrone , the 
Queen herfelf, jtho' altogether innocent, that 
they might poflefs tfremfelves of all? And then 
they might invent reafons and crimes at their ' 
leifure. But among all the ufurpers that are ' 
to be found in hiftory, they were the mod * 
unlucky in telling their tales confidently, 
which could proceed from no other caufe 
imaginable, but that they had nothing true, to 
alledge, nor were\able to invent any thing cre- 
dible or paflaMe againfta charaSer To high and 
well known ; r any thing which could ftand the 
tpft, and be rationally accounted for, u|5ph any. 
fort of ftrift examination. For it i$ plain 
&&, that the more they laboured to fix their 
impudent fiftions upon the Queen, the deep- 
er they ftuck in the mire, and the more they 
difclofed their own fallhoods 2nd forgeries r 
Infomuch that had not the keennefs and ear* 
neftnefs . that pqfleft both them ^nd Q. Eliza : 
beih to have her efteem'd guilty, prompt 
ed ; .them to lead fuch a proof of the letters^ 
fire, as could be contrived, and then to pu- 
blifli them to the world, it had not been poC 
ijble, neither ^at that time, nor. at prefent> 
to have dete&ed their wicked procedure lb 
jfplly and clearly, as we are thereby enabled 

r ; ^ : l ""' The 
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The fecond of the principal reafons for pro- 
ducing the letters, was, to fliew ' That the 
€ Queen was in the foreknowledge, counfel 
' and device ; and perfuaded and commanded 
€ that her husband fhotild be murdered ; and, 
' after that'wasdone, fortified and maintained 
' the murderers a .' A heavy charge ! 'but 
which, had it been true, came with a very 
ill grace from them, even had they been 
her equals, and manifeited the higheft ingrati- 
tude imaginable. They thenifelves, with the 
very fame breath by which they accufe her, 
do acknowledge that the moft part of them 
were bound to her for benefits received at 
her hands b ; and altho' they had denied the 
faft, we could prove it. On Murray and Mar 
flie had freely and entirely beftowed their 
Earldoms, befides many other gifts and offi- 
ces. Morton was nothing behind with the 
former two. . That Earldom had been in her 
father's hands at his death ; and fo came un- 
der her revocation ; which he well knowing, 
had refigned it into her hands, and obtained 
from her a new gift of the fame, which fhe 
confirmed to him in parliament, the xix. day 
of April, that very year in which they de- 
throned and imprifoned her. Befides, that Ihe 
had made him Chancellor of Scotland, and had 
conferred feveral other gift* upon him, be- 
fore 

* Append, p. 205. * ftiJ. 
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fore the murder ofDavid Rizio. The Lord 
Lindjay alfo Ihe made Sheriff of Fife, &c. 

And not only Co/ but when the Earls of* 
Murray and Morton, together with the Earl 
, of.GIencairnj the Lords Ruthven and Lindfay, 
the young laird of Lethington, and Kirkaldy 
of Grange, and, in fhort, the chief of thofc 
men who rofe up againft her, had forfeited 
their lives and eftates, fome of them by open 
treafon and rebellion, and others by aflaflinat- 
ing Rizio, her fecretary for French affairs, 
before her face, within her own chamber, in 
the palaCe of Holy-rood-houfe, where they had 
treafonably confined her perfon ; Ihe had gi- 
ven all of them remiffions for their lives, and j 
confirmed to them their eftates. The Earl of, 
Lenox had ihamelefly betrayed the King of 
France, his mafter^ and converted to his own 
life a fum of money with which he had been 
intrufted, to deliver it to that King's friends 
in Scotland, for fupport and defence of the 
Queen, and of the kingdom* He had opei 
\y broken out in rebellion, but proving unj 
fuccefsful, had fubmitted himfelf : But thei 
inftead of performing his promifes, he' ftoh 
away privately, entered into a bargain witl 
Henry VIII. of England, by which they wer( 
to divide Scotland, forfooth, betwixt them, 
which the latter was to have that part on tl 
louth fide of Forth, and the former all tl 
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reft'V And 'the method which he took to 
bring all this to pafe was, by becoming to the 
Englijb 9 thofe, perpetual, malicious, and in- 
human enemies of his country, a leader and 
condu&er for destroying it with iire and fword, 
by fea and land, fo far as they were able ; 
with other praftices equally fhocking, dil- 
graceful and unmanly : For which he was 
moft defervedjy forfeited. Y<?t even him the 
Queen reftored, and married his eldeft fon, 
whofe mother was, after the "Queen Herfelf^ 
the next heir of the crown of England, think- 
ing thereby to cut off all pretences from that 
giddy nation, for oppofing her own unqueftion- 
able right. Thus Lenox, from being a peti- 
tioner and mean dependent upon a fickle and 
wicked court, was put in a condition of beco* , 
ming the greateft man in the three kingdoms, 
next after his fon, had his fpirit been equal 
tofb good fortune. And George Buchanan 
too, the panegyrift and hiftorian of thefe wor- 
thies, after he had tried to pufh his fortune 
throughout divers kingdoms, as a foldier, per 
dagogue, fchool-mafter and poet, returning 
home at laft,inthe true condition of a ftrolling 
poet, recived from the Queen a yearly penfipn 
offivehundred pounds Scots during life, which 
was, at that time, of more value than any ee- 
clefiafticai living in Scotland is at this day. 

o -Cflpld 
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Could any perton have imagined that thdfe 
men would firft have beftirrted thcftifelves a 1 
gainft a Sovereign (p beneficent to them ? Oh i 
but it will bk faid, thfc holinefs oF their refigi- 
\5h, and their flrift regard to juftice, wasfuch, 
;that gratitude, and all other worldly refpe&$ 
rhuft give place.. Well, although one Can 
fcarce have patidnte to hear teligion and jti* 
nice alledged M Ttporives for the behaviouV of 
faien confefledly guilty offo atrocious crimes, 
let it be fuppOfed for once, that they thought 
their religion had entitled them to a perrefit 
monopoly of all Crimes ; fo that they, and 
they only, were at liberty to cqtnmit them ; 
vet ftill it might have been expefted that 
Tome one or other of the points, ot articles, 
of the accufation jhould be m&de out clear- 
Jty by the proof. But nothing of that is to be 
Teen in the prefent cafe. There is nothing in 
the letters that could plainly {hew the Writer to 
have been in the foreknowledge, counfel or 
device of any murder, far left, to have per* 
fuaded or commanded it ; and as little is 
there about maintaining or juftifying any mur- 
derers. Nor will it feem'very ftrange to a- 
ny,who reflect upon what has been proved, a* 
bout the bargain betwixt Queen Elizabeth 
and Murray, that the lettets were received 
t>y'her as fufficient proof of -matters which 
they do not prove it all ; for they might 

have 



bmo P*ft tfter$, altJbo* thtyMft-ibwa bUnkfc; 
tfi;r$gsrd th^feeqiibitbje judges, in eonfeder*- 
QT with tj^fefair acfcufer $, Jwq* *H private a- 
inong thentfelves. 

* $ttt thot|gl> thefe leuwsKJi) by no me&tre 
pFQV^ th^ fa4^. |bjr. whicl> ^y were produ- 
ced ; tfrey.pdjtf&in feveral* things mean and 
i>afe, highly unbecoming; aqy wopaan } byft 
abfolutelyijnpoflihle to have dwpt from the 
pen of this ; accompli fhed f ripc^fji ; one pofi- 
fed of a foal fo noble, born in a ftation ap£ 
chara&er fo highly exalted ; tenacious of h^j: 
dignity and .honour, even ajmd# the utmost 
malevolence of fortune ; and never refigamg 
but with > her }a(V breath, the oopfcious fenffc 
of virtue and decorum, therefore, in the 
pext place, hp us fee whether it;may be made 
appear manifeftly and unanfwerably, that they 
were noae of the -Queen's writing> but the read 
jsianufa&urs of Murrrf* own party, whofe 
lhara&er every thing in xhvm exa&ly fuits. . 

CHAP, IV. 
The Examination of the Letters. . 

*±AMES Earl of Murray was the firft 
J ma6, for ought that has yet appeared, 
who expreffed in writing Us fcruples about 

o jt the 
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the genuinendfs and fufficiency of the lettwi 
to Bothwell, '* which, he faid, might poffibly 
4 be called indou&tby the Englijb judges, whe«- 
' ther they might ftand, or fall; prove, or not a . ? 
Thus he expreft himfelf upon the xxii day 
oijune Mdlxviii. 'Tis yery true he had 
before that time, on the iv. day of "December 
Mdlxvu, aflerted pofitively enough, that 
they were both written and fubfcribed by the 
Queen, in which he happened to be not a 
little miftaken, as has been obferved alrea- 
dy b , for fubfcribed, at leaft, Jthey were not; 
Again, on the viii. of December-, the very 
next year, he produced the fafrte letters, I 
fuppofe, upon oath, as written in French by 
the Queen's own hand c ; and on the i oth of 
that month, he and his companions exhibited 
anew feparate declaration, upon their ho- 
nours and confeiences, that they were un- 
doubtedly the Queen's proper hand-writings 
and that theyperfeftly knew them to be (b <k 
, Such confident aflertions and pofitive oaths 
are no otherwife to be reconciled with doubts, 
than light with darknefs. If it fliould be faid, 
that Murray indeed was entirely perfuaded 
for his own part, and doubted only that 
the matter might appear lefs certain or e- 
vident to others, even that would be a very 

aukward 

* Append, p 75. * Above, p. 43, 
f Append, p. 2 J $. * P. 92. 
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aukward fuppofition : For in a man, who 
perfe&ly knows that he is poflefs'd of genuine 
papers, it is unnatural and incongruous to call 
in queftion whether or not they will be ac- 
knowledged; "afc fufch by others. 
* To forge letters for Queen Mary was no 
«fy matter. To her natural parts, which 
were great, fhe had added more learning than 
the half of her enemies put together could pre* 
tend to. She fj>oke almoft all the European 
languages, iahd poflfeft'a -great taftg in the fine 
arts. The French was as it were her mother- 
tongue, which flie fpoke and wrote in' all the 
perfection that was to be found at the court 
of France. H6r hand- writing was formed af- 
ter what is fcbmmohly called Italikk print, 
which it much flefembled both in beauty and 
regularity, and not to be eafily imitated but 
by a fine writer. When fuch a writer was 
found he muft write French too, and that as 
jvell as the Queen^to which, few? even of the 
Wives of France, could pretend : And not 
pnly fb, but he miaft be acquainted with per- 
fons and: tranfaftions about her court, fb as 
to make proper . allufions, left her Majefty 
fliould appear to write quite out of chara&er, 
which would have fpoiled all. 

To compafs all thefe ends, and to furmount 
all thefe difficulties, thefe aflaffines of their 
Queen's fame took the following method. 



Someone or ether of thetftdrew u{>* intfeg 

fkm\fk language, fuch \m$m a* being <&f 

perft under her name, they; tjboqght might bp 
fufficient to blacken her< And now there 
was nothing wanting but to get them pUt i^t* 
French r but it; would fecm*, that the. peHbn 
deftined for that office did not fufikfopsly t»- 
derftand the Bcottijh language. In. tbefe ftiraitp 
George Buchanan, who hjad that y£$r b$6m 
chofen,for.his piety, )&bd^*for <>f ^e .Qefcfaal 
Aflembly, found out a remedy , by traaftatifig 
the letters, out of the Swttijb language .iafo 
Latin, a language with which the Frenchman 
was acquainted. Thus. the. forgery was ao- 
Soroplifeed, At leaft this is certain, that the 
French, letters which Murray rod ht£ accom- 
plices produced, and fwore to be written 
whojjy by the Queen's ha$d, are only a tran£ 
Jation from George Buchanan's Latin, *&& 
his Latin a tranflation . from the Scottejk 
original forgery, even that very original, 
of which Murray fent a copy to be coa- 
fidered by the Englifb judges before4iaiid *, 
calling ic a tranflation. Why a translation ? 
*$ if the court of England had not under^- 
Rood French/ 

If this can be made appear, the letters, and 
every thing depending on them, notwith- 
(Unding all George Bucbanan y % writings, and 

Mur- 

■ Append. P. 76. 
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$€urray aftd JMbrtan 9 *. oaths, and after all : 
the pains and expences bellowed on this mat*. 
Wr by Queen Elizabeth and her courtiers, 
muft be laid afide for ever* And to evince, 
that it was abfclutely (o, there is nothing re- 
qttifite, but to compare the pretended origk 
Sals with the pretended tranflation, in the- 
fatffe manner as thzEnglt/h commiflioners are. 
faid to have done a ; only it will be proper: 
here to tall to our afliftance Mr. Buchanartv 
Latin verfion, to far as we have it, which ir 
not faid to bave been ufed by them, although 
tjiey had it. 

i. That the letters were originally written 
ih the Sc&ttijb language, appears manifeftly 
from feveral phrafes that occur in them, pe« 
tuliar to that language ; as for example, 

Letter I. p. 2; No receipt can Jhve againjb 
fear .•- which being compared with Buchanan'*, 
Latin, Nulla adverfus- timorem eft medicima * r 
#r with the French, , Qu y H i?y awi* point d& 
remade eonfrela drainte; fufficieAtiy declare^ 
frhichis the original. 

JP« 7. And that caufes me to tyne [lofej 
toy wit for very anger. Lot. Quae res' ita me 
angit, ut mentem & confilitom mihi prorfur 
excutiat. Fr. Ce qui me toitrmente tellementp. 
f&if rrfojte du tout Pentendement et le confeil* 
Who fees not that the French hctefc a fervijar 

* Append. p. 239, 
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translation from the Latin, and that the Scot- 
tijb is the original ? No man, furely, can 
hcCtate a moment, who can read thefe Ian-, 
guages. 

P. 17. Te have fair going to fee feik folk* 
It is to be obterved here in the firft place, 
that Mr. Buchanan did read two words wrong 
in this fhort fentence, namely, fair for fair, 
[fore] and for feik [fick] as it is in the edi- 
tion at Saintandrews in Scotland, he read fik, 
with the firft edition published in England, 
for which the EngUJb word is fuch. For 
the right reading, defigned by the firft hand, 
was certainly, Te have fair going [fore tra- 
velling] fofeejick folk ; which is a mean kind 
of phrafe ufed among people of the lowed 
rank ; and ought to have been translated aft 
tcr this, or the like manner ; Iter facis *- 
grh, tgros vifendi gratia. By the fick folk 
is meant her husband, who actually was fick; 
and thus the antithefis in the following words 
appears more clearly, Tet ye cannot be fa wal* 
come to them, that is, to your husband, for all 
your fore travelling, as ye left fome body this day 
in regrate, that is, the Earl of Both-well, wba 
1/iH riever be blitb until he fee you again. But 
Mr. Buchanan's miftakes fpoil the fentencQ 
very confiderably : Bella bujufmodi hominum 
vifitatio / &c. and the Frenchman could not 
mend the matter 5 it behoved turn to follow 

bis 
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his leader : Voyla, une belle yifitation de teller 
gens / I know not what others may think of 
this affair, but, for my own part, I would 
reckon that this fmall fentence, maturely 
weighed, may be fufficient to prove againft 
ten thoufand oaths, and as many a&s of par- 
liament, that thefe letters were originally writ- 
ten in the Scotti/b language. But if any man 
will pretend to doubt, let him firft account 
how this phrafe could come in upon any other 
fuppofition imaginable. 

Page 24. He gives me fome checks, of that 
which I fear, yea even in the quick : He fays 
tbisfar, that bis faults were publiJPd ; but 
there are that commit faults, who believe they 
will never befpoken of Lat. Interim me at- 
tingit in loco fufpe&o ; idque ad vivum hac* 
tenus prolocutus eft, fua crimina efle palam ; 
fed funt qui majora committant, 8c opinantur 
ea filentio tegi. Fr. Gependant il m y a donne 
Qttainte du lieu fufpeft, et a jufques icy dif 
couru bien au vif, que fes fautes font cog- 
neues mats qu*il y en a, qui en committent 
de plus grandes, encores qui 9 Us eftiment qu J el- 
ks fete nt cachees par file nee, &c. Here it is ob- 
vious that the Latin is fomewhat confufed, 
and doth not exprefs the Scottijb fufficiently, 
whereby the French tranllator has been mif 
led aloioft into nonfenfe. 

P Let« 
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Let. V. f. 39. Another phrafe occurs, ms. 
Ye have two firings to your boiv : But a* it is 
in comrnoh to tis with the FreHch, it is no- 
thing to the prefent purpofe j for which, k Is 
thought, thefe already nientionM may be 
found fuflicienfc 

P. 1 1 . And if I bad not a proof of his heart 

of wax, and that mine were not of a diamond, 

whereintill no fhot can fnake btek (breach) b*t 

that which caries forth of your band*— But 

fear not > the place fh all hold unto the death. 

Lat. Ac flUi experimento didiciflfem, quatn 
eflet ejus cor $e*eurh, m^um adamintinum, St 
quale nullum tetum jtenetrare poftet, nifi quod 
c tua mania veniat. — Sed ne time ; pracfidium 
ad mortem ufijue cuftodietur. 

Fr. Etji je n'eujfe appris fctirVexferienct, 
eombien il avoit le cteur mol, comme cire f it 
h mien eftre dur comme dhmant, et lequel nul 
trait ne pouvort percer, Ji mn- dkfcocbi de w- 

fire main. Routes fois ne craignez 

point : cefie forttrejfc fera cbtifert&e juffttds 
% la mort. 

How languid and fervilte is riifc ftiie here 
bath ih the French and Latin, wKeh compa- 
red with the Scottijb / which is fo concife 
and expreflive, and withal fo furfliflied with 
its proper idterifms, that it fliews kfelf to tfe 
original and no translation, 

P. 12. 
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. P. 12, FdlfesAce: Ibttitw th*y b*ve been 
at fcbaals together. Lat. Gens UU perfida : ar> 
bitfor in eadem fchdla 4o£p$ fuifle. 
,J?T*Cefte nation infidek: J'ejlime qitils 
*nt efti enfeignt? tn mejme e/cole. The fas}$ 
obfervation holds here likewife. 

P. I j, H(ive you not defire to laugh to fe$ 
wJiefi well, at Uajl to dijfemble [q well, and 
tf> tell him truth bpttvfxt hands ? 

Lat. Noinquid fttbjt cupidfras ridpndi, yi- 
dendo me tarn bene meatiri, ftltem difljmufc- 
ft tarn hejae, ac interim vera dicere ? 

'Tis not eafy to exprefs in jLatin the meaning 
of the laft two words, betwixt bands, fiucb#+ 
Ws word interim not only falls ihort, but 
makes his Latin fentence ftand, as jit were, at 
variance with itfelf t Which the Frenchman 
abfervipg, he omitted it altogether, 

jP. 14. Two falfe races ; meaning die King 
and the Earl's wife. Z*/. Puo iafidahominiiQi 
genera. Fr. *Deux efpeces d'hommes infideles. 
II. Mr. Buchanan happened alfo to miftake 
the reading of fome Scoiti/h words in his copy, 
which jit is reafbnable to think has not been 
written by a very diftinft hand : Whatever 
gave the occafion for it, he has, by miltaking 
Words, run himfelf fometimes into nonfenfe, 
aad draw** w ,his French translator after Jai#u 
Thus 
let.'i.jp. 15. We read, I am going %Q feek 

pa &y 
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my repofe till to-morrow, when IJball end my 
by bill ', but Iamfajhed [vexed] that it flops 
me to write news of myfelf unto you, becaufc 
it is fo long. In which fentence the word 
bible, is a manifeft erroneous reading J for the 
word bille, or bylle, under which appellation, 
in thofe days, were comprehended letters, 
inftruments, poems S and fliort writings of 
almoft every kind, and divers fuch things 
go under that name to this day. It is manifeft 
chat it is the letter itfelf which is fpoken of 
here, and faid to be fo long, as indeed it is a 
very long one. To call it a Bill does well e- 
nough ; but to call it, a Bible is abfurd. Nor 
doth this obfervation depend upon mere 
conjefture. Murray and Morton themfelves, 
who muft be prefumed to have been beft ac- 
quainted with their own papers, did read the 
word bylle, in the place where we now find 
the word byble or bybill, as appears by one of 
their papers, which they exhibited before the 
Englijb commiflloners at London : l€ And in 
«' this time, fay they, viz. 24. January, 

" l 5 6 7 

• Seethe gloflary to t/rr/s edition of Chaucer. I have be- ' 
fore me juft now a kind of poem, by one P. R. which he 
calls, -7%r lamentation of Lady Scotland, printed at San&- 
endrews in the Year 1572 ; and in the dedication to the 
laird of Dune, a Superintendent, he addrefles his poem 
thus; 

Go Bill than, to tie laird ofPunc I fend thee, 
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49 *567> & c wrote her bylle, and other Let- 
u ters to Both well a from Glufgow" The 
original forger's meaning is evident, that the 
bylle or letter was to be finished next day, 
(and that wa$ the very cafe as to the letter b ) 
but it was fb long, that It hindered the fup- 
pofed writer from writing news about herfelf. 
If the firft / in the word bylle has the hair- 
ftroke at the lower end turned a little up- 
ward, or if a fmall fpot of ink touches it, the 
word immediately reads byble. Whether this 
or the like had happened in George Buchan- 
an's copy, or not, certain it is, that he read 
the word byble ; Ego eo, ut me am quietem in* 
veniam in craftirwm, ut turn mea biblhJiMam ; 
fed angor, quod ea me a fir i ben do de me if fa 
ad te impediat, (another edition has impediant) 
quia tarn diu eft. Thefe laft words denoting 
length of time, were mifapplied alfo : For 
the correfponding words in the Scottifb ori- 
ginal are applied to the length of the letter ; 
and therefore ought to have been rendered 
by words exprefling length of meafure,or ex- 
tenfion. This interpretation entirely bewil- 
dered the French tranflatox. He not only 
was obliged to ufe that ill-chofen word bible, 
but alfo, becaufe the words, tam t diu eft> 
which ought to have belonged to it, were on- 

. * Anicrfotts colled, vol. 2. p. 272. Append. p« 247. 
J> p. 28. 
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ly applicable to a matter that implied durati- 
on of time, he was obliged to interpret them of 
the Queen's repofc,or fleep, whtdi marrs the 
fenfe, and is evidently wrong, But to add 
no more upon this head, let any mancflay to 
fhew how it can be 'accounted for, chat a let* 
ter fhouid be here mifnamed a biWe, other- 
wife than oh the fuppoGtion thalt the letter 
was written in our language originally. 

In the fame i yth >page, the Queen is made 
*® fay, '* She was irked, and going to fkcp ; 
*" and yet ceafed lhe not to fcribble all the p*. 
*' per that ftie had iemauring." jHEere Mr.Btt' 
thanan reads naked for tried :. ego miiatufuat, 
fays he. They who are accuftomed to read 
oar old writings, know well, that our coun- 
trymen in thofe days often ufed the Jotters 
i and y indifferently ; fo that they would write 
richer tried or yried, or rather, accordtog to 
the orthography of that time, irtit or yriit. 
It is alfo certain, that dieir letter n, efpeoai- 
ly in the end of a word, frequently refembtad 
Aelr letter^.- And there wepe fome who 
•ufed a faftiion of the letter r, which tore a 
creat fimflkude to the letter ^inverted : A«d 
'From hence mi^Lt this: blunder have been oc- 
ictffioned. But from whatever calife k came 
to pafs, oertain it.ifi, tiiztnahed is not, and 
irked is the true reading } the fenfe requires 

k; 
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it ; and face it appears fo m the Scottijb let- 
ters, it » enough. This error, great as it is, the 
French translator has enlarged without autho* 
rity, and made it ttrnte nui\ ftark naked. Sure- 
ly to fit writing ftark naked, in our country, 
in the month of January f required a very 
warm conftitution. Thefe errors are lb grofe 
and (hiking, that to find a tolerable excufe 
for them, would be no eafy matter. But ftill 
At Scottijb appears plainly to be the original 
of the letters. * 

P. «. Thfe Queen is made to refer fornc 
things to the care of the bearer of the letter, 
bfecaufe ihe had too many things to Write ; 
after which we have thefe words ; J give 
truft to him upon your word. This is very 
intelligible. The Earl of Bothwell is foppo- 
fed to have recommended this bearer, as a 
trufty perfon ; and the Queen to write that 
flie trufted him accordingly upon the Eati'& 
Word : But unhappily the pronouii of the£rft 
perfon, /, being only one fingle letter, and 
the moft Ample of them all too, efcaped the 
obfervation of Buchanan's optics, and, with- 
out it, the word give, of neceflity became 
to belong to the feeond perfon, fo he tranf 
latfed the fentence, Hurc adhibebis fidem, jux* 
Uttfum verbum : And in like manner the 
Trench tranflator after him; Vous adjoufterez 
f°h feb* wftrejwrok : poorly enough both 

furely 
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furely, but the word of his, that their words 
convey no tolerable meaning. The bearer 
of this letter, as they themfelves gave out at 
Tori, George Buchanan being prefent, was 
French Paris*; fo alfo it is faicLin the 
fecond letter b , and is confefled by Paris 
himfelf, or rather by Murray in his name c . 
This Paris had been an old fervant to the 
Earl of Bothwell, and had lately been taken 
into the Queen's fervice : This had been 
well known to the forger of the letter in the 
Scottijb language, and is the very reafon for 
which he makes the Queen fay, that fhe 
trufted him upon the Earl's word : And in- 
deed it was no fmall truft to have the car- 
riage of a Queen's billet-doux unfealed<*,efpe- 
cially afcit contained no fmall matters. But 
no .ftiadow of reafon can be given why the 
Queen Ihould have defired the Earl to truft 
his old fervant, according to his promife. 

Letter %. p. 33- Bucbanan'slLztm 9 za& the 
French translation from it, have expreft the 
-word hir, which we find in the Scottijh in 
the Angular number, as if they had found it 
written thir, in the plural. We find alfo that 
: the fame was done at York * : And yet hir, 
as it appears in the Scottijh, would feem to 
be the word that was defigned at firft, be- 

caufe 

• Append, p. 140. IJ2. 

b Append, p. 30. I P. 76. t See above, p. 54. 
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caufe it feems to be meant of the Earl's wife. 
There are writings of thofe times ftill extant, 
in which, here and there it is hard to diftin* 
gui/h betwixt the b and th. 

Lett en 5". p. 39. The word forefeet ng, is 
rendered in the; French,* premieres promejfes f 
which is the harder to be accounted for, that 
the Latin verfion of that letter was never 
printed. One would be tempted to fuppofe 
that they had ; read fore faying, which marrs 
the : fenfe ; but how to account for it any o- 
ther way, doth Hot occur at prefent. 
. III. On other occafions Buchanan has 
miftaken the import of fome words, which he 
read well enough; and thereby introduced, 
fometimes nonfenfe or blunders into his own 
Latin, through which they were tranfmitted 
into the French verfion, our pretended origi- 
nal. Thus, 

Let. i.p. 6. The King is brought in con- 
fejjing that he had failed, . but not in that 
which he ever denied, (THavid Rizio's mur- 
der probably, and detaining the Queen pri- 
foner) and, continues he, a ficlike have failed 
to fundry of your fubj efts, ?vbilk b ye have for- 
given. In which fentence Mr. Buchahan has 
miftaken the fmall word to for the particle 
which, with us, is ufed for the fign of the 
Dative cafe ; whereas, in this place, it really 

q is 

» /. *. in like manner. b i. e. whom. 
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is what the grammarians call a copulativecon* 
jun&ion : At-prefent it is written thus, too ; 
but in former times frequently t6 ; of which 
an example is to be feen in thefe very letters 
Let. 5. p. 38. /. 32. and is to be rendered 
by the Latin word etiam. The argument in 
this fentence, fuch as it is, proceeds thus : I 
have failed : Sundry of your fubje&s have 
failed in their duty too : Them ye have for- 
given : Why not forgive me alfo ? But Bu* 
chanan took the meaning to have been, that 
the King had offended feveral of the fubje£h, 
for which the Queen had forgiven him. Pec- 
eavi etiam adverfus quo/dam civium tuorum, 
quod mihi abs te condonaturh eft. And in like 
manner the French : J'ay aujji fechi a Pen- 
contre d' aucuns de vos citoyens ; ce que vous 
trfavez pardonnL By which both argument 
and fenfe are funk. For on what occafion, 
pray you? how ? and in what capacity fliould 
the Queen have forgiven her husband * his 
trefpafles againft her fubje&s ? No no ! the ex- 
preffion muft be underftood to refpeft the: fub^ 
je&s themfelves, who had been pardoned 5 by 
her, fuch as Murray, Morton, Glencairn p 
Rothes, Lindfay, and many others. This 
word to, little as it is, will be found defpe- 
rately ftiff-necked ; and will require a vaft 
force to throw it out, fo as to account for this 
blunder, how it could have come either into 

the 
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the Frenc b or Latin,, any way, but through 
negielfa'ng to take the word in its proper figni- 
ficarion in this place ; and yet if that cannot 
be done, the caufe may not properly be (aid 
to be defperate, but irretrievably loft. 

The word citdyens, for fiibjefts, is alfo ill 
chofen, tho' it may be a tranflation good e- 
noughTor Buchanan's cives : But that will 
not do ; for the French muft here be taken 
for the original ; and f tis thought that fove* 
reign Princes will not be often found calling 
their fubje&s by that appellation, 

P. 13. This is my firftjornay : IJhalleni 
the fame to-morrow* I write atl things, how be it 
they be of little weight* fee. 

Lat. Hasc eft mea primi diei expeditio ; 
tandem eras finiara. Omnia fcribo, &c. 

Fr. Voyla ce que fay defpeche pour mon pre- 
micrjour, efperant achever demain le refte* 
Je vous efcry toutes chojes, &c. 

This very letter is certainly what is here 
called thejourniay or journal, being as it were 
a diary of the Queen's tranfa&ions for feveril 
days ; and this is what was to be finifhed 
the next day, wkkh, as is faid in the very end 
of it », was accordingly done. Let any one 
try his skill to find out fome tolerable mean- 
ing for Buchanan afid his tranflator's firft 
day's expedition being ended the next day. 

J Append. P. a& 
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IV. Mr. Buchanan by ufing ambiguous oV 
inaccurate words, or expreffions," has fome* 
times mifled his French translator, of which 
one example has been given already a , in the 
word citoyens* Another occurs, 

Let. i. p. 15. That nothing therethrough 
be fpilt. 

Lat. Ne quid ob id fee us fiat. 

Fr. Que rien ne fefajfe autrement : -Where 
the laft word doth not expfefs the full mean- 
ing in this place, although it frequently elfe- 
where anfwers the meaning qf the word Jh* 
eus. 4 

P. 1 6. Uncle Lat. Propinquus. Fr. Pa* 
rent. The word. Uncle, which particularly 
denotes a father's brother, or mother's bro- 
ther, could not proceed either from thzLati* 
or French^ which are general terms. 

Ibid. "The Laird of Lufle. Lat. Lujfe 
comarchus. Fr. leprevojl de LuJjTe, George Bu- 
chanan affe&ing to give Greek or Latin terms 
for every thing, chafe this word comarchus 
to exprefs what in our language we call a 
laird, and makes frequent , ufe of it in that 
fenfe ; but it doth not convey tjie true mean- 
ing of the Scottijh word, as it fignifiejB proper- 
ly the governor of a village. In this fenfe 
the French tranflator look it, and finding no- 
thing that, as he thought, cpuld convey the 

* Above, p. 9J. /; : <; / ■ - 
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idea better, or that fuited the origin of the 
word Co well, he tranflated it provoft ofLuffe $ 
which rauft neceflarily have happened through 
this word of Buchanan's ; for that village had 
never a provoft ; and although it had been o* 
therways, the gentleman, it is well known, 
Was never Co defigned before or afterwards. 

Let. 4. p. 36. Conftderingthat I could not 
have remeedit thereunto, without knowing it. 

Fr. Veu que je n'y pouvoye mettre re* 
mede, fans le donner a cognoiftre. 

The Queen is here made to fay, that fhe 
could not have helped, or prevented fbme- 
thing, becaufe fhe knew nothing about it: 
But the French has it, that fhe could not 
have helped it, without making it known to 
others. Which it is reafbnable to think has 
been occafioned by fome indefinite or abfplute 
expreflion in the Latin. Another example of 
the feme kind occurs in the fifth letter a , where 
the perfons are changed, and the meaning and 
fenfe quite loft in the French. 

V. Mr. Buchanan not only read wron& 
but either he, or his amanuenfis, wrote fame- 
times fhamefully wrong : For example, 

Let. 1. p. ai. Sed in timore futuros proce- 
fes, q uo d comitatus foijfet, Ji aliquando inter 
pos concordes ejemus, fe daturum operant, ut 
jntelligerent quam pdrvi eum tjlimajfent. It is 

evident 

! Append, p. 38. 
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evident from the Seottijh word boafiing, that 
infread of eomitatus 9 it lhould have been 
comminatus ; and that Buchanan defigned It fb 
is plain from the very conftruftion of this fen*- 
cence, for eotf.it atus fe daturum operam, is nefc 
dver language nor fenfe. The Frenchman 
cauld not help it : So he kept by comitates, 
attd v rendered \xfuivy. 

P. 1 8. The Queen is made to write, tha* 
file had been preparing a bracelet for the 
Earl, and with much ado had fised the lock 
and key thereof ; but in f, 25. it feems no 
locks could be got for it : yet jthat was not 
the word of it, for George Buchanan unhap- 
pily wrote the Latin word for 3 lock with c 
Snftead of an f f cera for /era, whereby it came 
to be rendered cire, wax in pur French orijjt- 
rial : But what occafion was there for wa* 
to a bracelet ? or why fliould the Queen 
tiave been ftraitned for want of a bit of wax ? 

In the 2 2d Page it is manifeft thaf Mr. Bu- 
chanan, or his amanuenfis, wrote, quod for 
quos, and the French retains that error. In 
jhort the Frenchman has clofely tranflated 
Buchanan's Latin, errors and all. Once I find 
him to have taken one word for two* in this 
fame 2 2d Page. Meo jujfu quovis ibit. Mon? 
fieur read quo vis, and rendered it, // ira ou 
wous voudrez, par mon commandement. That 
♦the \King, at the Queen's commandment, 

' would 
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would go where ever Bothwell pleafed; 
whereas it ought to have beeq, that he would 
go any where upon the Queers word. 

VI* Some omifllons alio happened in Mr. 
Buchanan** Latin verfion, and the very fame 
things are wanting in tlie French,' as a whole 
fentence, p. g. ind another fhort one, upon 
the margin of the fourth Page of the firft edi- 
tion, which actually makes a .part of .the lei* 
ter, but ha & been considered only as a margi- 
nal note. 

P. 4. A 5". The word firre, or the like, 
to anfwer the word endure, js- omitted in the 
Latin, which occafioned the word velle to be 
rendered by demanderoit, contrary to the trup 
meaning of the fentence. * 

P. 23. Neverthelefi I fo all draw it out of 
him. 

Lat. Nihilominus ego ex eo. Omitting 
the words id expifcar, or eliciam, which a»e 
neceflary to complete the fenfe ; which made 
ihe Frenchman throw out three words more> 
ego ex eo, as not finding for what purpofe 
they could ferve by themfelves, and thus to 
enlarge the error, and lofe fight of the mean- 
ing. 

If more were requifite for proving that Bu* 

chanan tranflated the letters out of the Scots 

k language, and that the French was tranflated 

from his tfanflation, almoft every fentence 

in 
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iii thefe tranflations, being compared witl* 
the Scottijb, would: contribute to confirm that 
it was certainly fo. The French is altoge* 
iKer as it were cut ; upon Lath, add fome 
words it has which cotjld nevertiave been in 
a writing qriginally French, ),fach as, be^ 
fides tbofe ,alr6fcdy obferved, p 25. Argatfo 
4iy for ArgtU, from Buchana?fb:ArgatheUa. 
-InlZ<C'« 5* t* 38. there isannemehdationby 
one: or other of the tfanflatorsu *X)\t Scettijh 
copy makes the Queen ufe thefe Words to th$ 
Earl, 3?bat with my honour I cpuld never 
marry you, feeing that being; married \ye did 
tarry me away. ' This being a plain antici- 
pation, in fpeaking pf the Earl's rape of the 
Queen as paft, which had not yet happenedj 
'the caUtiQUStranflatoi^s thought , fit, to throw 
it out, and inftead of the laft five words 
there, we fin<l the words, ny alter • avecvous, 
.Sn.the French. But here they fliewed more 
caution than they needed ; for had all their o- 
jther matters been right, thefe words could 
jia?e done them no prejudice. 
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An Obje&ioH anfwertdi 
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TH E ubfetvations contained in tke prtf- 
efeeding chapter, if duly confidered, wilt 
be found fufficieht for ^moving every fcruple 
or objeftion .imaginable againft the forgery df 
the letters, which Murray and his party (Wore 
to have been written by the Queen> unlefe 
perhaps one fingle obje&ion chat may be ftart- 
-cd. For it/iriuft be remarked) that what they 
called the originals have long ago disappeared* 
fo that at prefent they cannot be produced, not 
can it be faid with any certainty, fo Far as I 
can learn> that they will be fotitid out after- 
wards, although that might reafonatly be ex- 
jfefted. Hdnce (brile perfons, being ftraitned 
for a better anfwer, may take occafion to ar- 
gue, ' That people are hot to be branded with 
€ the foul crimes of forgery ahd perjitty, on tKA 
€ authority of printed books : That fuch crimed 
'can only be proved by original writings! 
' or undoubted reicords. Ahd although fheffe 
' French tetters havd paft for true copies of 
' thofe which- 'Murray -arid *his accomplice* 
f . fwore to be the Queen's, whether ihe would 

t \ " •' * ct 
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' or would not ; yet, how can we be furc 

* that this French, in which they have been 
4 received univerfally ever fince the xiii. day 
' of February 1572, is the fame in which thefe 

* accufdrs/prefented their letters at London, 
€ firft in 'December 1568, and in which 

* they had them there for the fecond time, 
~ < from the 'xviurday of February, to the 

' viiu day. o£*April 1571 ? Be it fo, that 

-*' they! were printed at London, in three feve- 

'."' ral languages, in about ten months after 

'this laft period, was it not poffible neverthe- 

* lefs, that fome impbftor might have chan- 
.* ged the original writings, and dr.efled them 

* up in.this.foolY. coat, in which we have 

* them, in order to affront the mbdefly of the 
.-* -.thrice worthy men, who: had. fo fully and 

* clearly given their teftimonies, that. the leu 
.'•Jfcre were holograph in the Queen's hani 
'.writing? 

r Would it not be a very wild ftippofitiori, 
and equivalent to yielding th$ caufe, to al- 
ledge that papers reckoned of (b high impor- 
lance a , had been pubUfhed in words and ex- 
. prefTions quite different from thofe in which 
they were originally written, although in the 
fajne language; even at the very time while 
the difpute was hotly carried on, whether 
fuch papers did, or, ever had realty and aftu* 

ally 

* See Prcf. p. xiii. 
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ally exifted in the Queen's "handwriting ? 
And can it be thought, that fuch trumpery 
wonid have been received then, and ever 
fince, for an hundred and eighty two years, 
as unqueftionably true and genuine copies of 
the letters exhibited by Murray and his fel- 
lows ? as if they and the Englijh court, 
who were fb earneft toliave the letters belie- 
ved to be genuine a , would have failed to di£ 
cover the cheat ! They were, tfioft concern- 
ed in this matter, and they only were able to 
guard againft counterfeits, becaufe they were 
pofleft both of the originals, and copies ; fo 
that no others could come at them but by 
their permiffion. Queen Mary had all a- 
long required the principals to be produced; 
that flie might have the infpe&ion of them, 
and make anfwer b . Her comniiflioners alfo,* 
fey her fpecial coramandirient, had often re- 
quired the fame thing, but ftill that was moft? 
unaccountably refufed, or deferred ; for which' 
no fhadow of reafon can be imagined, bttt that? 
her enemies wereall confciou9 that the forgery 
would have appeared evidently from their pre- 
tended originals. They afterwards publifli- 
ed them in print, and difperfed them, with a. 
view to difgrace Q. Mably, as they the'mfelves 
declare c : And can it be thought that they 

r 2 woulij' 

* Above, p. 25. 42. 50, £■ p. ^89. 298. 34^.. 

* Se« above, p. 35. 
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would have fpread abroad fpupous copies for 
that efFefit, apd have kept bettq; or genuine 
pnes in private with themfelves ? That had 
been a grange ftratagem indeed, for compak 
ling their declared laudable purppfps. 

One might naturally have expefted to find 
a clear apd diliinft account of the letters in 
ibme of the fifft editions, in one or other of 
the three languages in which they printed 
them in the end of the year 157 1, and in the 
beginning of tl>e following year, always fub-. 
joined to George Bi^chanqn\ dete&ion : But 
\fi the Latin we havp only George Buchanan's 
bare afljbrtioq that they had been, written by 
the Queen, which ip of no manner of consi- 
deration. In the (edition in our language we 
are briefly told, 5 That the Earl 0$ Morton 
4 had taken them inclofed within a fmall gilt 
? coffer, npt a full foot long, from George 
f 'Dalgleijh, \yhoip the Ear} of Bothwellhz^ 
€ fent to fetch them out qf Edinburgh caftle, 
y That they were well known, and by oath? 

< to be affirmed to have been written in 

< French with the Queen of Scots own hancj. 
f to that Earl, and were in that editition tranf 
f lated word for wbrd. ? 

Laft of all, the letters in the retrograde 
manner, appeared in French; which editu 
qn h^s a fhort preface, where, after fome 
|fitejpp,er^t$ typguage vented againft Queen 
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Mary's relations on the mother's fide, we- 
kave the following account : 

€ Finally, the letters placed at the end 

* had been written by the Queen, fome in 

* French , fome in Scottijh, and fbme wholly 
f translated into Latin: But as I had no kno.w- 
4 ledge of the Scottijh language, I chofe ra- 

* ther to eKprefs all that I found in the Latin % 
1 than by fhewing myfelf too (crupulous in 

* the change of a fyllable, to fruftrate thee 
' (O reader) of the light which thou flialc, 

* have through them, for knowing to whom 
f the blame of that execrable murder and o- 

* ther enormities in them contained, ought to 

* be imputed a .' 

If he was unacquainted with the Scottijh lan- 
guage, certainly he could not of himfelf ren- 
der, into French anything written in "that lan- 
guage ; fp it was reafonable that he fhould 
in. that cafp call ip the Latin to his affiftance. 
But in what or how could that affeft any pa- 
pers which had been originally written in 

French? 

i 

* An refte, U$ aplftr'es mifes fur la fin avoient cft£ cf- 
crites par la Royne,partie en Fran£Ois,partie en Efcoflbis, 
et depuis tradui&es, entierement en Latin : mais n'ayant 
cognoiflance de la langue Efcoflbife, j'ay mieux aime ex- 
primer tout ce que jay trouve en Latin, que me raon- 
ftrant trop fcrupuleux au changement d'une fyllabe, te 
fruftrer de Pcfclairciflement que tu y auras pour cognoi- 
ftre a qui la faute de I'execrable meurtre, et autres enor- 
initez y cbntenuei, doiveat «ftre imputees. 
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French ? He furely needed no affiftance from 
the Latin as to them. Are we to think that- 
he tranflatecj jthem alfo from the Latin ? He 
fays it not ; nay he fhuns to fay it : " I 
" chofe, fays he, to exprefs all that I found 
" in the Latin ;" that is, when rationally ex- 
plained, he gave the French as he found it, 
but the Scottijb papers he was obliged to 
tranflate into French from the Latin, becaufe 
he knew not the language in which they 
were originally written, and thus all was fuf- 
ficiently exprejfed, but not all translated. 
Had he faid or meant that he tranflated all 
from the Latin, it muft, needs be that he pre- 
tended to have tranflated the French fcnnetsf 
too into verfe again, out of Latin, pf which 
the abfurdity is yet more obvious, 

It is to be carefully remarked, that this 
firft edition in French bears in the title-page* 
and at the end of the book, that the printing 
of it was finifhed upon the xiii. day of Febru- 
ary 1 57 2 1 at Edinburgh, in which city furely 
one could have had no difficulty in getting the 
Scottijb language fufficiently explained to 
~him • and he muft have been a bold editor, 
and as bold a printer, who would have ven- 
tured to publifli George Buchanan's detecti- 
on, and thefe letters along with it at that time; 
in that city, which, from the end of April 
1571, to the beginning of Auguft 1572, was 

altoge- 
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altogether at the command, and in tho pot 
feffion of Queen Mary's friends ; and all her 
enemies had either been driven out of it, or 
deferted it of their own accord, and among 
the reft Lekprevikxh&vc printer, and Knox their 
prieft. The faHhood of the aflertion, that it 
was printed at Edinburgh, hath been made 
appear already * ; but that is only one of the 
laid tricks of this impoftor. 

For, fecondly, With regard to the letters 
which he was publifhing in the Queen's name, 
he had no ufe at all for the Scottijb language. 
He fays fome of them had been written in 
that language. So far from it, that the whole 
eight letters, of which he gives us only feven, 
were exhibited in French, and fworn to be 
the originals b * Nor is there in any edition, 
in any of the three languages in which that 
book: was publilhed, one fingle paper, written; 
or that, can be. pretended to have been writ- 
ten by the Queen in the Scottijb language; 
unlefs it be the citation of the Earl of Lenox 
to appear and purfue the Earl of Botty&elU 
which being a formal law-paper, was certain- 
ly, never writenbyher, altho' it behoved that 
it fhould be iflued by her authority, and war* 
ranted by her fubfeription. 

Thirdly, He lays the letters had been whol- 
ly 

* Above p. 38* * Appeod. p. 87. 23$, 239.35*. 
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•ly trahflated into Latin, and that he chofe fo 
-exprefs all; that he found ift thajt language £ 
.whereas in truth he translated all that hte 
; found in the edition in the Scottijh language, 
which makes one hilf more than is contain- 
ed in the Latin copies, either written or print- 
ed ; all which had been added/ after the La- 
tin copy was printed, as appears fh>m one of 
CeciPs letters to Wdlfinghafn \ dated the firiffc 
day of November i$jt* " Having this pre j 
y fentoccafion, fays he, to fend two of my 
." Lord , of Oxford's men to Paris, at his 
« Lordftiip's requeft, I thought good alfb 
•" therewith to fend to you this little trea± 
tife newly printed in Latin, in commend- 
ing or difcommending the Queen of Scots 
aftions, to further her marriage with Both* 
" well. I Tiear it is to be tranflated into 
u Englijh, with addition of many other fuj* 
" plements of like condition :" Which was 
accordingly done at London, no doubt by 
CeciPs own direftion, although he gave out 
that it Was done in Scotland b . 

Fourthly i which has as little truth in it 
as any of the reft of his tales, this prefacer de^ 
nies that be, .had any knowledge of the Scot* 
tijb language; whereas he had fomuch skill 
ih it, that ialL that is fuperadded to the Latin, 

and 

* Digges's ambaflador, p. i $ r . , 
** See afiove, p. 37, 38. and. Append, p, -37^. 37^ 
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and which had not been written in French, 
he aftually tranflated from a copy of the ve- 
ry edition in the Scottifh tongue which had 
been printed at London a little before, as ap- 
pears fufficiently from his tranfcribing and 
adopting the very typographical errors that 
had crept into that edition, to which he 
fometimes hath fuperadded additional errors 
of his own, as is common in the like cafes > of 
which take the following inftances : 

The Englijh editor of the copy in the Scot' 
tijh dialed, or his printer, finding a man cak 
led Black Maifter John Spens, from his iron 
colour, to diftinguifli him from another John 
Spens, who was one of the Queen's Advo- 
cates; he made two Men out of him, one cal- 
led Black Maifter, and the other John Spens *, 
imagining that as Maifter was a known fir- 
name in England, it was to be taken for a 
firname in that place alfo ; in confequence 
of which the French edition has Blac-maiftrc 
for one man b , and Jean Spens for another, 
which could only have happened immediately 
from fuch a copy in the Scottijb dialeft. And 
this tranflator in another place miflook Mai* 
fter for a firname, rendring Andrew maifter 
of Mrr?l, Andre Maifter ; Sieur d'Errole. 

f , Thig 

* DctcAkm, p. I22< k ?ol. 59* 
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This printed edition in Scottijb has, in two 
different places, Chok for Elioi *, the name of 
a place A which error has been occafioned by 
the near refemblance of eli and cb in com* 
mon writ ; and in the French we find that er- 
ror copied b . 

The former « has Kinrof for Kinros, for 
ft firname, for which the latter gives us 
Rinrof*. The firft error proceeded no 
doubt from the fimilitude of the letters f and 
f. And the additional error cannot be fb 
well accounted for any other way, as from 
the great refemblance betwixt the letters K 
and R in the Saxon chara&er, on which that 
edition in Scottijh is printed. 

The printed copy in Scottijb, p. 123. for 
the proper names Herrier, JLocbinvar, Bam* 
bougaly has erroneously Hereif Lotbinwar, 
Berne Buxal, which in the French } fol. 60. are 
copied thus, Jieireif 9/ Bothinwar, Vernee 
Bruxal. Whence it' will be manifeft enough 
to thofe who read old Writings, that the latter 
has been taken from the former, and that the 
additional corruptions in the French, as well 
as the original errors in the copy in Scottijh, 
have happened from the near refemblance of 
the letters /and/ / and b, c and /. b and 

v among 

■ *. in. by i. 51 ,52, *P. I!& *, 
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*> among themfelves, in writings of thofe 
times. 

The edition publiflied in England in the 
Scott ijh language has erroneoufly, p. 122. 
John Hamilton Commandar, iflftead of Com* 
mendatdr of jirbroth, and this French tranfla- 
ter copying after it, renders that word Com* 
mandeur> which denotes a quite different 
title. " , 

Alfo the former, by a wrong reading of 
Henry Kinrofs\ proteftation, has the words, 
all qubilk tyme, inftead of att quhilh tyme, 
which makes the fentence to exprefs a direft 
Falfhood, and to ftand at variance with the 
words preceeding and following; and whereas 
thefe words, when righfly read, come in the 
middle of the fentence, by reading them 
wrong, they are made to begin a new fentence, 
all which blunders are carefully taken down 
by our French tranflator. 

Since we are fo > far led in among thefe 
naughty affairs, through we muft go, to get 
out again. In the laft paragraph fave one, of 
John Hay of Bowton's pretended confeflion, 
a coarfe proverb occurs, viz. The longer dirt 
is bidden, it grows the Jlronger, of which fen- 
tence the leading word is wrong printed, 
deirt, which fo nearly refembles the Englijb 
word dearth, that it is rendered in the French, 
faim, hunger or famine. 

i % The 
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The laft paragraph of the fame man's con* 
feflion, begins thus ; hinmeft he confejfit, &c. 
where the word hinmeft, being- ufed adverbi- 
ally, and differing confiderably from the man- 
ner in which the Englijh write that word, viz. 
hindermoft, hindmoft, or, as we find it in Chau* 
cer y hinder eft, this translator miftook it for a 
Clan's name, and rendered it, Hineft confejfa. 
Sec. 

' Hence it is very obvious that the French 
tranflation muft have been taken immediately 
from a copy of the edition printed in England 
in the Scottijh ^dialed, and doubtlefs has been 
the performance of an Englijhman, who, al- 
though he was under no difficulty to under* 
(land our language in general, yet could hard- 
ly fail to miftake fome words, phrafes and 
terms that are peculiar to it, and not in ufe 
among the Englijh, or differently written by 
them. 

• Thus tho' the fyllabication of the Scottijb 
word nouther, commonly through this firft c- 
dition of Buchanan's deteftion, had been 
changed, after the Englijh orthography, into 
neither, (which is only another manner of 
writing the very fame word) yet it haying 
Unluckily paft without alteration in the Elarl 
of Caithnefs his proteftation, it created no 
fmall difficulty to the translator into French, 
to comprehend what could be the meaning of 

it 
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t it. At laft he imagined that it was not K*b$ 
taken for pne {ingle word, but for two, which 
bad been joined clofe together by an ^rror ia 
the priming, therefore he read it no urber - 
and,, by fupplying the word time, fronvhia 
own conception only, he apprehended the 
meaning to have been, ' That the Earl of 
4 Leho^, and all others, ihould be fore- 

* clofed from producing at any time after* 

* wards, any other writings or proof© 

* whatever :* And accordingly rendered ic 
thus, Lenos, et tous autres, quelconques fuf 
Jent forclos cy apres a produire autres efcri* 
teres, oupreuves, quelles quelle s y &c. Where- 
as the Earl of Caithnefs was only giving the 
jury's reafons for their abfolvitory verdift, be- 
caufe neither Lenox) nor any other, had pro^ 
duced any writing, token, or proof whate- 
ver, for verifying the Accufation of the Earl 
of Bothwell. 

Cecil obferves », That the Scottijb ortho* 
graphy is not fo hard, but that, after the read- 
ing of two leaves, an Englijbman. miiy eafily 
enough grow acquainted with it. It is fo in- 
deed fot the moft part, but holds not univer^ 
fally, as appears from the examples already 
given. But above all others, fome technical 
words and terms of our Scottijb law, did 
greatly puzzle this translator ; For example, 

that 
• Append, p. 381* ■* 
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that common expreflion in our criminal law, 
arte & parte, the import of which, tho' the 
words are Latin, is fo well underftood by e- ! 
very Scots man, could not be got fo much as 
read by thofe perfons in England who firft pu- 
bliflied the edition in the Scottijh language : 
The words occur in three feveral places, and ■ 
in every one of them they are printed affe & \ 
fart. It was not to be expefted that he who j 
tranflated into French, from one of thefe co- 
pies, would mend the matter ; nor did it happen 
lb ; for in the firft two places he retained the 
word a&e, but not knowing what to make 
of the words & part, he pad them over 
altogether in his tranflation a : But when he 
met with them the third time, he imagined 
that the reading ought rather to have been 
all and part, than a& and part, and accord- 
ingly he rendred it en toute & en partie. 

The word dittay was no lefs unmanage- 
able. We find it firft interpreted, adjourn- 
ment K or fummons b ; in the next page it is 
taken for a participle, as if it denoted that ia- 
timation had been made of fuch a matter; 
the reafon of wliich was, that he embraced 
any interpretation of an unknown word, 
th?t he thought would make tolerable fenfe j 
and therefore never made any fcruple to 

make 

t Fol. $$. and 56. * Fol. 55. f. 
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make it an adjeftive,or a fubftantive, as he ima- 
gined the fentence required. The next time 
that it occurred, he made it to fignify a pro- 
eels a ; but at laft finding it explained by the 
Engli/b, or rather the French ward, indite- 
menty he obferved its true meaning b , but did* 
not look back fo far as to reftify his former 
miftakes. 

Befides the reafons already mentioned, the 
poornefs and ^improprieties of ftile in this 
French translation, do afford another ftrong 
argument that it was the work okfome Eng- 
lijhman ; for we find that the ftatefmen of 
that country in thofe dayg were at. a lofs, 
upon other occafions, when they had ufe for 
writing papers under-hand in the French lan- 
guage. But if what has been faid already, in 
this and the firft and fifth preceeding chap- 
ters fhall not be found fufficient to prove that 
the letters in French, which were exhibited as 
originals, were a mere tranflation from ho- 
neft Mr. George Buchanan's Latin, and that 
they were publiflied by the court of England, 
all that can be faid further to that effeft, will 
prove to little or no purpofe ; and fo I leave 
it : Only I defire the reader to obferve, 
that whereas in the preceeding fheets, the 
management of that bufinefs hath been charged 

upon 

£ol. 60. 5 FoL 6i; 



\ 



JII4 The Examination of the Letters. 

* 

upon fecretary Cecil, it is not thereby meant 
that he did the drudgery part of that work 
himfelf, for there are fome reafons to be col- 
lected from papers yet extant, which will 
ihew that he was not by himfelf altogether 
fufficient for it a ; it is only meant that it 
♦was done with his privity, and by his directi- 
on; and a man, perhaps, might, without 
•vanity, defy all the world to account for it 
©therwife : But the defign of this treatife is 
rather to fugged matters to. inquifitive and can- 
did readers, than to deliver any thing dogma- 
tically, or at great length : And it is thought, 
.that by how much the more numerous the pre- 
varications and fallhobds ufed by the Evglijb 
courtiers to di(guife the truth, fliall appear to 
have been, fo much the clofler and fafter will 
they 6x the fraud and forgery upon themfelves, 
and their aflbciates : For had they been purfu- 
ing truth, they had no occafion to have gone 
-in fo great difguife. 
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Extrinjick ^roof of the Forgery of the 
. Letters to Both well. 

m m 

k r • 

THE arguments hitherto produced for 
proving the forgery of the letters, are 
jfpunded on-.the letters themfelves, viz. That 
thofe which were produced in French, and 
fvvorn to have been of the Queen's hand- 
writing, were not fo,, becaufe they were on- 
ly a tranflation from Buchanan's Latin, which 
was itfelf alfo a tranflation from the Scottijb 
language. That this Scottijb which they pre- 
tended *.to be a tranflation, is a&ually the 
original language in which they were written, 
is evident, becaufe it is pure Scots, and con- 
tains no veftige of being a tranflation, has no 
foreign phrafes or idiotifms tranfplanted into 
ir, but on the contrary abounds with the 
phrafes and idiotifms peculiar to pur language;* 
and thefe appear very aukwardly ingrafted 
both in the Latin and French, which doth 
fufBciently evince that neither of them are o- 
riginals ; and the fame thing appears as ma- 
nifeftly, from the many blunders that are 
found in them both, ofiuch a nature, and fo 

t «tra* 

Append, p. 7<. 
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extravagant, that how they could have come ] 
there, can be accounted for no other way ima- j 
ginable, but thVbughrthe wrong reading or iniP j 
underftanding the Scottifb. On this fuppofition j 
alio we are enabled to account why Murray 
fliould have trufted mbte to his letters ifrour 
language, than he did to thofe in French ; in 
fo much that, when he firft fent them up to be 
confidered by the court of England, he fent 
them \nScottiJb, pretending that it was a tran- 
flation,which,had it been the C&fe, would have 
been abfufd, fince a copy of the original would 
have been far preferable. . 

The want alfo of the, ftibfcription,indorfatl- 
on,and feal, comes alfb to be reckoned among 
the internal marks, of the forgery, efpecially 
as the rebels gave out at firft that they were 
fubfcribed a . When after all that they wanted 
the fubfeription, it was not fo much to be 
wondered, that they wanted the feal ; for the 
Queen herfelf had the feal ftill in her own 
cuftody, and a thing of that kind is not to 
be counterfeited fo readily : IJut then it 
is quite incredible that any perfon of common 
underftanding would have intruded fuch pa- 
pers, quite open, to the care of an ordinary 
fervant, fuch as Nicholas Hubert was, 

Befideg 

* See above, p. 43. 
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Befides all thefe, there are other things in 
the letters that af gue their forgery, as every 
attentive reader muft perceive. The forget s 
were under a neceffity of putting into them 
fome things bafe, and criminal, or elfe they 
could have ferved ,to no manner of purpofe. ; 
but the difficulty Was, what things thefe Ihould 
be : And h£re they over-a&ed, in putting 
fuch monftrom expreflions into the Queen's 
mouth, as 'tis incredible that they ihould either 
have proceeded from her, or from any other 
woman of tolerable fenfe, or breeding : Thus 
letter I. /. 14. Ate is brought in as writing 
in this drain, < I'Jbe € Devii finder ms, find God 
knit us together again, for the mo ft faithful 
couple that ever htyunited. This is my faith j 
I will die in if.. 

Again in the fame Page ; I cannot fl$ep as 
the reft do, and as I would deftre, that is, in 
your arms my dear love. And, p. 27. Now 
feeing, to obey you, my dear love, I /pare nei- 
ther honour, confidence, hazard nor greatnefs 
whatfoever ; take it, I pray you, in good 
part, &c. with much more of the like na- 
ture. . 

Had the Queen been as deeply enamoured 
with the Earl, as thefe " men falfely affirmed, 
furely her writing in this drain would have 
been an effe&ual way to have made him out 
of conceit with her. A man muft entertain a 

t 2 very 
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very low and unworthy opinion of the 
Queen's difcretion or chara&er, who can al* 
low hirafelf to think that {he i Was capable of 
writing fuch defpicable fluff as this; and fur©* 
Jy, whoever will venture to fay that he bet 
lieves that ihe did fo, can run no great risk 
of lofing much reputation, for his own part : 
For fuch rhetorical rarities *s thefe, are hawk 
ly to be found any where elfe, unlefs it be ia 
the famous book called the pre s byte m- 

AN ELOQUENCE. 

But confidering what kind of people 
a man who treats of this fubjeft, maypof 
fibly have to do with, it will be far more 
fitting to bring fuch arguments from mat- 
ters of fafl:, as will ft©j> the mouths of 
gainfayers, and command the aflcnt of all 
who are capable of underftanding them, than 
to expeft that every one will liftsn to reafon- 
ing from the higheft probabilities, in fome 
cafes. Therefore having already proved the 
point from intrinfick evidence, let us fee, in the 
next place, if the fame thing cannot be made 
out from extrinfick evidence alfo, I mean from 
unqueftionable documents, even by the pub- 
lick records of the kingdom. 

The firft letter, which is of an extravagant 
length, pretends to give an account of her 
inajefty's behaviour from the time of her part- 
ing 
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trig with the Earl at the Calendar V to (he; 
time, that the tetter itfelf Was finilhed. It ap- 
pears from itfejf, that fhe could not have be- 
gun . to write it, at fooneft , till the fecond 
day after her arrival at Glafgow, becaufe nea? 
the beginning of it, fhe is made to tell fome 
things that the King had done y eft er nigh f 9 
after her coming b : Yea it would feem it wat 
not begun till the third day after fhe had 
come to that town, becaufe, foon after fhe i* 
made to mention fome thing that was done 
the morn after her coming c , which implies 
that the fecond day was then overpaft. Then 
in writing it flie rauft have taken up two days; 
for, p. 13. before we come to tfee middle of 
it, we find thefe words, This is my fir ft jour* 
nay : IJhall end the fame the mirn. And a 
a little after <*, it is faid, that fhe was writ* 
ing when the reft were ileeping : And again, 
within a little, lam going to ft eh my re f oft 
till the morn, when IJhall end my byble, [read 
bille *3 yea we have the particular place 
pointed out at which fhe left off writing the 
firft night ; for 'tis faid, p. 28. that fie bad 
no paper y eft er night when jbe wrote the memo* 
rial, that is, the memorial or credit given to 
Nicholas Hubert *, which begins on the xvi. 
page of the appendix. Thus plain it is, that 

thk 

* Append, p, 1. 76. 347. b p. 4* c P-9* d P» *+• 
£ Sec above, p. 86. [ See append, p. 152. " u 
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fcpHile could not have been flmflbed till 
third or fourth night after the Queeh arrived 
MGlaJgow, and not till very late that night 
too, ps appears -from p. 22; and 281 where 
k is faid that it was late. 

But upon what day it was begun or end- 
ed, doth by no means appear from the letter 
itfelf, for it ftands altogether without a dat& 
The fecond letter mentions thatPjro had 
been fent with the fir ft, andi* d&ted frvm Glaf 
gow this Saturday in the mornings without 
fpecifying the day of the month, or in what 
month or year, which is fo vague a date, that 
had th# letter been charged upon any other 
perfon than the Queen, there had been finall 
hopes that ever it could have been fixed. But 
, from the records in the royal archives, it 
may be found in what place the Queen was 
almoft every day. There we find that after 
"the Prince's baptifm at Stirling; Ike had come 
*o Edinburgh before the middle of January 
1567* for from the 14th day of that month, 
we find her granting charters or confirmati- 
ons at Edinburgh, every day, or every other 
day, to the 2 4th 4 day thereof inclufivi, when 
'Ihe went to Glafgow to vifit her husband. 
How the 24th of January l$6y, was a Fri- 
day ,on which day fixe grants a precept of con- 
firmation of a gift of lands in liferent, made 
by Jauti if^ of Trecbrig to Margate* 

Chalmer 
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Chalmer, his bride », at Edinburgh ; at which 
place alfo, that very fame day, fhe granted 
a letter making parties Inglis taylor to the 
Prince her fan K Upon Tuejday the 28th of 
January, (he had come to Linlithgow in her 
return from Glafgow with her husband/ for 
there that day they conftkuted Andrew Eef- 
tier keeper of their palace qf Linlithgow *. 
And it appears by feveral charters, that they 
were come to Edinburgh before the end of 
that month <*; and there are deeds granted 
by them at Edinburgh almoft every day &P 
ter that, till the day of the King's rourdqfr 

The Saturday therefdre,-upon whicli the 
fecond letter bears to have been written; 
Could be none other thah the 25th day of 
January. In it fhe is made to complaiii <of 
the Earl of BotbweWs delaying his rettirii 
longer than he had promifed* his forgetful 
nefs to write, and that fhe had waited the dpff 
before in expeftation tp have received fomc 
letters from him. But as fhfe ' nioft ceirtairily 
had not left Edinburgh x\{\ Friday the xxivthj 
it could not be lb i Nay as fhe-ftaid at leaft 
one night at the Calendar, in her journey to 
Glafgow *> it could not be that fhe hid a$ 
yet 'arrived' at Glafgow on'Saturday morning i 
'•■--*•• • Yei 

» Privy Seal regifter, lib. 36. fol. 94. b Ibid. fol. J4 9 
c Ibid. lib. 35. fol. 114* d . JLib« 36. fol. ?J. 
• Append, p. 83. 247* . T :" - * 
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4nd was feteeid by the Earl of Hothwelt, at 
fhe head of a thotifand hbrfemen, at the Foul 
brigs, under the cariiion of hdr own caftle of 
Edinburgh, fcafce half aittlle ffbm the city 
gates, and carried firft intd the town, and aftet 
that to the caftle df 2>tf ri W. There are e# 
tant two charter^ grafted by her at Edin* 
burgh that 24th Bay of Jtptil*. By tKft 
th6 reader fnay Cdhfldef, Whether there WaS 
time here , for Writing thffcfc fevferal letters, 
fcbmplaittirig that Botbmll had nbt fent her 
AVord eVSry day What file fhottld do, and 
"that he Wd dhahgfcd his mittd^h her abfefcce,' 
With ether exptelfidtts implying' continuant 
"df time. 

* So lang theh as the publick retold rf 
thfe kingdbm fiiall be pffcfefVed, they will 
bear clear and laftiftg £vhfente of the grofs 
and nbbrtiinabte forgeries aad perjuries of tht 
"E'afl 6f Murny and his atfbciates. 

.*» privy S^le^iftcifiyL *t. Jtarfactj s^dfiL^. 

Wright.. 
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Qf the eighth Letter, . the Contrasts 
of Marriage, and Lqvt Swwts^ 

AS we have feven letters only in the pre* 
tended original French, and no lefs th*a 
eight in the Scottifh copies, fome people may 
be at a lofs to conceive how that could have 
happened. We obferved already * that Mur- 
ray a&ually prefented eight before the Eng- 
Vtfb commiffioners, but they <jiiietly reje&ed 
one of that number. The reafon was, beeaufe 
it is fo confufed and obfcure, that there is no 
tranflating or understanding it ; fo that had 
they preferved the French of it, it would pro- 
bably have helped to difclofe thfc forgery more 
than any of the reft. 

Befides che letters, Murray arid his accom- 
plices produced two contrafts of marriage 
betwixt the Queen and the Earl of Bothwell, 
the one without date, faid to be written by 
the Queen herfelf, and the other faid to be 
written by the Earl o(Huntly, as alfd fome 
French fpnnets, publiflicd along with the de- 
tection, both in Scots and French, which arc 
us meer forgeries as the letters. The firft cbn- 

u'a con- 
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tra& is (till extant », and bears palpable marks 
of forgery ; for neither is it written by the 
Queen's hand, but in a kind of yvhat they call 
in England chancery hand ; nor is the fub- 
fcription the Queen's ; for m the firft letter 
of her name, in all her genuine fubfcriptions, 
is of the fame length always with the follow- 
ing letters ; but that letter in the fubfcri T 
ption to this pretended contract, or promife of 
marriage, is made twice as long as the follow* 
ing letters of the name ; nor do the reft of 
the letters bear a great refemblance to her 
true writing : Yet at the end of the detection 
we are told that it is to be avowed to be writ- 
ten with her own hand ; and altho' it bears no 
date, * Yet, fay they, it is upon probable 

* grounds fuppofed to have been made and writ- 

• ten by her before the death of her husband, 
4 tho' fome words in the contract itfelf feem 
/ to fay the contrary,' From which the reader 
may form a judgment of thefe mens modefly. 

Whoever will be at pains to read the other 
contrail, will clearly perceive, that neither 
could the Queen have agreed to fubfcribe it, 
jior would the Earl of Hunt ly have ventured 
to write fuch ftuflf in her name. In it the 
propofal of the marriage is made to have pro- 
ceeded from her, and flie is made, in a man- 
ner to force herfelf upon the Earl of Both- 

well z 
! Cottonian library, Gal c. j. JbL 202. 
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well : Which although it had been true, the 
Earl of Hunt ly furely was neither fopngrate- 
ful, norfo indifcreet, as to have put plainly 
in writing. 

The fonnets too feem to have been firft 
written in the Scottijh language as well as the 
letters. Each fonnet is known to confift of 
fourteen verfes ; but, unhappily, two of ours, 
to wit, the third and eighth, in the original 
French, have only thirteen verfes ; and yet 
we have the full fourteen always in the al- 
ledged Scots tranflation ; which would rather 
argue that it was the original. George Bu- 
chanan tells us that they are written with to- 
lerable elegancy : Indeed it was neceflary 
they fhould have been fo, to make them pafe 
for Q. Mary's compofition : But every man'i 
eyes and ears will tell him, that it is not Co ; 
the verification is ftark naught, the thought* 
altogether mean and incoherent ; and, in a 
word, the whole compofition, and every part 
of it, quite deftitute of the elegance and accu- 
racy required in a fonnet. 

Having thus pointed. out fo many glaring 
and convincing marks and proofs of the for- 
gery of thefe naughty papers, as well inter* 
nal as external, it remains only to afcertain 
who were the forgers. But here we are at a 
lofs. Moft manifeft it is, that Murray and 

Morton muft have been aftive in the contri- 
vance 



vance and direftipn of this horrid piec$ of 

yiUany ; but who it was that invented th* 
yery expreffipns, and imitated the Queea ? $ 
hand-writing, is hard to fay. George Bucha- 
nan is the only man that can be eQndefcended 
Upon as an affiftant in this matter,, as he traiv 
flatgd the Scottijb firft into La tip, far th* 
French translator's greater cpnvenieney. 

This man having been ehofen mpderatgr of 
the General Aflembly of the kirk, upon the 
tenth day after the Queen had been fhut up 
in prifqn at JL,ochlevin y imagined hirpfeif by 
that promotion abfolved, not only from the 
ties of loyalty and gratitude, but alfo, it would 
item, from every other moral obligation : So 
-he laid himfelf put wholly tp defend the caufe 
of her Majefty's rebels and traitors, in direft 
pppofition to known truth, and to the di- 
lates of his own confcienpe;. firft by his con* 
currence in this forgery, and then, that very 
fame year, by writing his dialogue de jure reg 
pi. The next year he was among the forempft 
who produced thefe very letters at Tori, 
and offered to fwear that they were written 
by the Queen* an d wrote his fcandalous libel 
called the dete&ion, into which he translated 
fome of them as hers, cited judicial confefli- 
ons a for things that never were in them, 
and all the reft he made up of fliamelefs falf- 

hoocU, 

f See above, p. 33* 



hdode* moft af whtth will, to any chinking 
perfoti, appear improbable at firft view, and 
lomebf them he had not thought it neceflary 
t€> bring within the compafs of meer poffibil}- 
ty. I . 

I well know that fome of his later difciple* 
ta&tfeftd that he did not write his dialogue de 
jf*w rtg*h fo fooh as the year M&LXvit. 
when he was moderator of the General AC 
feihbly, thibkiflg thereby to elude Gttddn 6f 
Strdi&tb y $ cenfurG, that he Wrote it with a 
*tei¥ to ptofnate the fcatl of Mutt*) to the 
§roWh> and that h* afterwards made it, as it 
Wfcr&> the Polecat by which h* Itemed h» 
etfeffe* In writing what h& calls his hiftory of 
ScrtlanJi But this fcarcely deferves to have 
ahy nttiee taken ofit ; for any man who will 
*e*d & yery Imali part of it, at the very begin- 
ning, will fee deafly from itfelf, that it 
was written without lots- of time, after the 
Queen** imptifonmcnt, and hfo own tnodeit- 
torfhip.- But if that is not fuffictent> Caldtr* 
cowl's authority may prevail with feme, who 
fpeakihg of the affairs xXMHttrft parliament, 
Ih'&tteinbtr i$6j, in his hiftory, fays ex- 
prfcfly, thtxButhnntn wrote his iiaUg** a little 
•before that time. I do not mean the fpari- ' 
ous htftwy obtruded upon the world by fome 
godly perfons, in print, in the Year ityit, 
under CaldcmmcPt name ; but that which 

6«es 
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Ijoes under his name in the manufcripts, al- 
though the former part of it was only bor* 
rowed by him ; for it had been drawn up by 
-John Knox's amanuenfis, out of Knox's pa* 
pers, by authority of the General Mem- 
b\y. 

• Thefe people alfo deny that he wrote the 
.libel called the deteftion, fo foon as the year 
: 1 568, becaufe it is there faid that the Earl of* 
'Murray was dead, who died not till January 
.1570. But that is only a fmall parenthefis, 
inferted before the book was printed ; for the 
very firft fentences fhe w that it was written 
by way of a prelude to the laudable tranfa&i- 
©ns in England, in the Year 1568, when 

• Murray and his accomplices went thither to 
. accufe their Sovereign of her husband's mur- 
der, and took Buchanan along with them, 
:not as one of their commiffioners,as hehimfel£ 

' rwould infinuate *, but only for inventing and 
Spreading abroad the (candalous fi&ions in 

• that libel, to the Queen's dishonour. 

< If it flull be asked, how it could come to 
<pafs, that a man of lb deep judgment and 
- great learning, as Mr. George Buchanan, could 
: have fallen into fo many and fo grofs blun- 
. ders in translating thefe letters into Latin ? I, 
for my part, cannot account for it better than 
, is done already, from p. 8 It to 98. It is an 

k »Jfift.|ib. I?, p. 372. 
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indifputable matter of faft, for which all per- 
fons are equally concerned to account, how it 
happened. That verfion declares itfelf to be 
Buchanan's ftile ; and that he was the author 
of the libel to which he fubjoined that verfion, 
and in which he cites it, we have the teftimo- 
nies of Queen Elizabeth *, its patronefs, and 
of Cecil her fecretary b ; the editions alfo of 
the translation of this his libel printed in Scot- 
tijb at that time, bear his name in the title- 
pages, and that the Scottifb was tranflated 
from his Latin ; And it was univerfally agreed 
on to have been fo, till a late fantaftical wri- 
ter took a crotchet in his head, that he could 
elude the imputation of the forgery of the 
letters, by denying that Buchanan wrote his 
deteffion in Latin : In which notion however 
he is like to get no followers, but among per- 
fons as weak and inconfiderate as himfelf. 
. It is a miftake in people to imagine that 
Buchanan was always an accurate tranflator. 
He has miftaken the Scottijb language upon 
another occafion, and thereby introduced 
fome unpardonable efcapes, and incredible (lo- 
ries into his hiftory. For example ; in his XV. 
book he tells a fad ftory, € how four men 
* were put to death for eating flefli in forbid- 
€ den time ;* and a fadder ftill, 'of a woman 
1 who, becaufe, in her child-birth, flie would 

x 'not 

4 

• ^ift. lib, iy. p. 25. J Append, p. 35. 
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* not invoke the Virgin Mary's affiftance, 
' was put to death, and her child alio** 
The former ftory let any man believe who 
lifts : But the latter is an error in translating 
*Lindfay of Pitfcoftie. George Buchanan bor- 
rowed from that heedlefs author rooft of his 
hiftory, from the reign of King jairies I. 
This Lindfay, in his ruftick and confuted ban- 
ner of telling his tales, expre flbfk hiftrfeTf ob 
this occafion in thefe worels: 

' At St. Johnfton, the Cardinal and GoYet- 
' nor, with the Earl of Argtle, Justice ef 
4 Scotland, condemned \o death four feo- 
4 nefttnen, and gart hang them, becaufe 
4 they ate an rotted goofe in leritren : And 
4 farther, condemned an yotang woman to 
4 the death, and gart drown her, *beteaufefhe 
** would not pray to our Lady th her birth 

* and deliverance of child : Therefore they 
'* took the yotTng babe off her breafft, facking, 
4 and drowned her, but * 'mercy, as I havo 

. * Ihewn to ytfu.* 

Buchanan imagined that the latter part, of 
.this fentence was to be underftood ofdrowfc- 
"ftig the child; whereas it is plain that rio 
fuch meaning had ever enrted into his ati* 
tihor's head, tafh and credulous as he was. 

But here aMo foftie readers will neTed to be 
informed, 'that they are ndt to expe&tofiild 

this 

• /. *. without, 
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this p%fl%e ill PitfithW* hiftory as it if 
j printed ne, nor in many manufcripts pf if ; 
for a? they ^aftrated and mutilated Calder- 
yv-Qodh hiftory, of which mention h^s heeij 
&a4e already, fo did they with Lindfay of 
Pitfi&tfk 9 ** efpecfclly from the death of King 
Jams V. and this they did long ago ; fo that 
^a intire copy of it is fcarceiy to be found a$ 

this day. 

Another gen;]s trip of the fame kind may 
be feen in Buchanan's translation of Queep. 
Ma ivy's ijiftru&ions to the Bifliop of 2ty»- 
blane, whom flie fent to France to notify her 
marriage with the E*rl of Boihwell* and to 
jnakean apology on that account. When thp 
Queen comes to tell how the Y*x\, finding 
for. anfae* nothing com/pending to his defire^ 
fad cafthg befar$ his eyes tb* QNTpWARfl- 
affcss §fher ot#* mind, &c. he ufed fuch an4 
fueh practices. The Englijb negative infep^- 
rgble prepofition un> is amongst us pronoun- 
ced an, and in Qj^en Maky's days was fo 
, written ; thus the J&ngli/b word unfeemly was 
» with us written onfetmly, and their untoward- 
Mtfs, is the fam$ with ontowardnefs in the 
place now cited, though not ufed precifely in 
the fame meaning ; for with thpm it frequent- 
j Jy denotes frowardntfs or ferverfenefs, but 
frith us back<mrd*?fs, f>r averfenefs, in which 
| fepfe it \% *> be uaderftpQ^ia thi? place : Uq- 
I x 2 luck- 



^^ 
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luckily too, n, the fecond letter of that word, 
in molt writings of that age, is not to be ea- 
fily diftinguifhed from the letter u, and this 
gave occafion to Buchanan, or to the perfon 
who tranfcribed the copy for his ufe, to read 
" cutwardnefs , translating it exteriora indicia, 
which conveys a meaning repugnant to the 
Queen's meaning. For my part> I know 
not whether the ex predion outwardnejs of 
my mind, be either Scottijb or Englijh : But 
whether it is fo, or not, furely the Queen did 
not make ufe of it in this place, becaufe it 
is not to the purpofe. 

Some have aflerted that Buchanan repent- 
ed him at laft of his having alperfed the Queen 
fo vilely. This however is as obftinately de- 
nied by his greateft admirers, as if it had 
been a crime of the deepeft dye. . Whoever 
refleftsthathe died upon the 28th of Sep- 
tember, and had within a month before that 
"publifhed his hiftory, in which he recapitu- 
lated the moft of his former falfe afperfions, 
and added many hundreds more, both of the 
Queen, and other perfons of great chara&er 
arid worth ; whoever, I fay, reflc&s on this, 
muft confefs that he was not then in a repent- 
ing drain. No man indeed ought to fay that he 
repented not : But if he did, it would feein 
that it muft have been as the mifer parts with 
his money, if he parts with it at all, in ipfi 

articuh 
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mrticulo mortis, at the very laft gafp : For,* 
had he aftually repented while he was in a con* 
dition to declare it fully, what had he to do, 
but to tell chiefly, among other things, that 
he himfelf had a hand in thefe vile forgeries ? 
A thing that I take to be as clear as the fun 
in the meridian. But perhaps it may be faid, 
that his friends, who would probably be 
about him at his laft moments, would not 
have chofen to reveal, but rather to fmother 
fuch a confeffion, which, if revealed, would 
have run quite contrary to the defigns 
of the faftion which he had efpoufed, from 
firft to laft. All that can be faid to this is, 
that it is a very plaufible fuppofition, but 
doth not ftand upon any folid foundation, 
for any thing that hath appeared hitherto. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Forgery of Nicholas Hubert, 
or French ParisV Confejfions. 

THe confeffion of French Paris, firft pu- 
blifhed by James jinderfon, is fo full 
and particular, both as to the letters and the 
King's murder, that it weighs more with fome 
people than any thing elfe that hath hitherto 

been 



Veen alledged upon thefe heads, and hatk 
mifled even people of more than ordinary f* 
gacity s and judgment : Far I well remem- 
ber that one of our late criminal judges* of 
high chara&er for knowledge and integri- 
ty, was, by reading it, induced K> believe e- 
very fcandal that had been thrown QUt againft 
die Queen ; on which account it requires f? 
be examined the more narrowly and cirqijnv 
fpe&ly : Indeed the letters chemfelv^s ha- 
ving been proved to he forgeries, it 64fows 
by dircft confequence, that he never carried 
them between the Queen and the Earl of 
Botbwell, let him have canfeflfed that evef ft> 
often. But there are other feparate qbjeftion? 
and arguments againft the truth of his coqfetfi- 
ons, for there are no lcf$ than two af thq^ Qn ^ 
more fpecial againft the Earl, which is dated 
the 9th of Auguft 1569, and the other chief 
ly againft the Queen, and in fupport of the 
letters, bearing date the 1 oth of that month, 
Jqmes Andtrfon published only the laft of 
them ; but as the former is of a very fingular 
nature, it deferves to be known as well as the 
other ; and it is translated in GaUerivood's 
hlftory in manufcript, as follows. 

French 
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French Paris'* firft ConfeJJion, ifat. Auguft 
1569. 



%• Confefs here before God and the world, 
^ That upon Wedntfday or iTiurfday be- 
fore the Sunday of the King's murder, I 
feting in the Queen's chamber, at the Kirk 
tf Field, m company of divers others, abid- 
ing her coming from the King's chamber, 
ray Lord Bothtvell came where I was, and 
rofindad unco me, faying, Paris f I find 
mfc 'not welt of my ficknefs, the bloody 
fli&es, that thou know eft. Onft thou not 
find me out fame quiet place, where I may 
go tto do *ny bufinefe ? On my faith, faid I, 
toy Lord, I was never in this chamber titt 
now; notwithstanding, my Lord, I fliall 
feek out fome place j which I did : And 
havirtg found a quiet nook, betwixt two 
doors, I faid unto him, Come on, my Lord, 
•tf you be fo hafty. And we being therein 
intred, I clofed the door upon us, taking 
his gown from him, and began to loofe his 
points. He looks *o -me, and asks hoW»I 
did. Well, my Lord, faid 1, 1 thank God, 
and you that hath caufed me to be made 
■chatiiber-thild of -the Queen's phamber. He 
anfwerad me, that (hat was not enough* and 

' that 



I j 8 , French Paris'/ fir ft Confeffim. 

that he would do more for me. I faid I was 
content, and that I defired no more in the 
Queen's hbufe, conform unto : my quality, ' 
and that I was content with the fame. He 
anfwered me, that I lhould want nothing 
whereof I fhould fliew him : For, lays he, 
thou haft done me good and lawful fervice, 
fince thou haft ferved me, and I know thou 
haft hid my ftiame and difhonour, where 
thou hadft occafion to declare the fame, 
when thou^ went from my fervice forth of 
England. My Lord, faid I, I have done 
nothing but the duty of a fervant. Now, 
well Paris j faid he, for as much as I have 
found thee a true and faithful fervant, I will 
tell thee one thing, bitt keep it under the 
pain of thy life, that no creature know 
thereof. My Lord, faid I, it pertaineth 
not to a fervant to reveal his matter's fe- 
crets, when he f orbiddeth him :n But \f ye 
think it be any thing that ye think I cannot 
keep clofs, tell it not me. Wots thou 
what the matter is, faith he ? If that this 
King here above get on his feet over us 
Lords of this realpi, he would both be ma- 
fterful and cruel : But as for us, we will not 
thole fuch things ; and alfo it is not fc the fa- 
fhion of this country ; and therefore among 
us we have concluded to blow him up with 

4 powder within this houfe. In hearing this 

M 
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VI (aid nothing, but looked down to the 
f grouria. My heart and fenfes turned fud- 
\ denly, to hfear him fay fuch things, Then 
1 looks he to nie,and fays, What thinkeft thou 
1 man ? My Lordf, I am thinking upon that 
1 which ye have faid to mei which is a great 
' and no finall thing. And what thinks thoit 
' thereof, (aid he ? What think I, my Lord, 
1 quoth I, it ittot pleafe you, appardon me* 
' if I (hall tell, according to my pcfor fpirit* 
\ what I think. What wouldft thou fay, quoth 
'he? wouldft thou preach ? Said I, ye (hall 
1 hear.' Well; feid he, fay on, fay on. 

My Lord, faid I, finde thefe five! ot fi* 
1 years that I have been in your fervice, I 
, 'have feenyou in great troubles, and nevef 
1 faw any friends that did for yoti. And now* 
1 my Lord, ye are furth of all youf troubles* 
1 thanked be God* and further in court> as all 
1 the world fays, than ever ye was : And, fot 
' my pan, 1 fee every one, great and finally 
' make their court to you* But, 1 know not* 
1 who laughs upon you, that would fee you 
1 othefwife. I know not, my Lord; ye are 
1 of this Country ; moreover it is faid, that ye 
' are the gfeateft Lands-lord of this country j 
' and alfo> feeing ye are married, at which 
' time a man (hould be fitten down, then or 
1 never, therefore, my Lord, if ye tak« fuch 
! an enterprife in hand, which is great, it 

7 ! Jhal* 
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fhall be the greateft trouble that ever ye 
had above all others ; for every one will 
cry, Have at you ; And ye will fee it. And 
well, faid he, haft thou done ? It mot pleafe 
you, my Lord, appardon me that I have 
faid, according to my poor underftand- 
Ing. And, beaft that thou art, fays he, 
thinkeft thou that I do it my alone, or of 
myfelf ? My Lord, faid I, I know not how 
ye do it, but I know it fhall be the great- 
/ eft trouble ever ye had. How can that be, 
quoth he ? for I have Lethington, who is 
efteemed one of the beft ingines, or fpirits 
of his country, who is the enterprifer of all 
this thing: And then I have my Lord Argile, 
my Lord Huntly, my brother, my Lord of 
Morton, Ruthven and Lindefay. As for 
thefe three ones, they will never fail me, 
for I fpake for their grace ; and I have the 
hand-writs of all thofe that I have told thee 
of; and alfo we were willing to have done 
it the laft time that we were at Cratgtnillar : 
But thou art but a beaft, and a filly poor 
fpirit, and not worthy to underftand or 
know any thing of confequence. Faith, my 
Lord, faid I, it is true ; for my fpirit fer- 
veth me not for fuch things, but rather to 
do you fervice in all that I may. Now, 
well, well, my Lord, they may well make 
you mafter and principal of the deed, but, 

t whea 



' when it is done, they may happen to lay * 
' all the whole upon you, and then fhall be 
' the firft that fhall cry, Ha, ha, at you;" 
1 yea and them that fhall put you firft to 4 

* death, if they may. 

4 Bur, my Lord, faid I, pray you have 
4 mind of one, whom ye have not mentioned. 

* I know well that he is beloved of all the 
' commons of this country , and of us French- 
4 men : That when he governed the fpace 

* of two or three years, there were no trpu- 
' bles in the country : All went well : Money 
' had the courfe. But now, no man is feen 

* that hath any money, and nought elfe is 

* there now fince but troubles. He that I 
4 fpoke of is wife, and hath good friends and 
4 allies. What is he that, faid he ? My Lord, 
4 faid I, it is my Lord of Murray : I pray, 
4 you, what part taketh he ? He will not, 
4 laid he, meddle with the matter. My Lord, 
r 4 faid I, he is the more wife. Then he turn- 
1 ed about his face to me : My Lord of Mur- 
4 ray i my Lord of Murray ! my Lord of 
4 Murray / he will neither hinder us, nor 
'help us j but all is one. Well, well, my 
4 Lord, faid I, he doth it not without caufe, 

* 4 and ye will fee it. Hereupon he command- 

* ed me to take the key of the Qtieen's chani- 

* ber-door in the Kirk of Field. I refufing j 
~* wherefore then, faid he, have J. placed you 

y 2 < in 
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in the Queen's chamber, but to draw fcr- 
vice out of thee ? Alas, my Lord, faid I, 
it is to do ypu fervice in all things, fo far 
as I may : but I thought with myfelf, ?nd 
faid nothing, (becaufe I feared him,) If I 
had known this thing, the chamber fhould 
never have chambered me, Andthereup- 
on he went from me forth pf tfw hole, 
where he had done his bufinef*}. 
f Jn this mean time, viz. on Sunday at 
night, long after fupper, come John Hepburn 
and John Hay, and knock at the door, and 
entered where J was, and brought powder 
with thenm in pocks, and laid it down in the 
midft pf the chamber: In doing of which my 
Lord of Botbwell came down tp them, and 
faid, Lord God ! what a din ye make ! They 
may hear above all that ye do. And fo he 
looks, and fees me, and asks what I was do* 
ing there, and bad me follow him up to the 
King's phamber ; which I did, and cgme and 
itood befide my Lord of Jhrgih, with 
whom my Lord Botbwell was fpeaking. 
The Queen went toward the ydbbpy, and 
went up where JBaftian's bridel was, and 
I was, up in a nook, , where my Lor£ of 
Both-well came tp me, and asked, what ailed 
me to gloom fo, and to be fo fad, and that 
I made fuch a gloomy countenance before 
&? Queeg ? h? jQipuld §raitb m.e in fuch 4 

1 fWTf 
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'fort, as I never was in my life; I dare n$tj 
1 my Lord, (aid I, what ye do to me now*, 

* bcfeeching you to give me leave to go 1 6 
' bed, for I am fick. Nay, faid he, I will 
' that ye come with me. Thereupon hd 
4 went into his chamber, and after changing 
' clothes, he went forth, taking with him th6 
1 taikr and me ; and lb went and entred with- 
< in the garden of the King's lodging : Thfe 
4 tailor flood ftill by the walkfide, and I befidfc 
'him. My .Lord Botbwell came to the gai*- 
1 den door, and then came again t6 us, where 
•alfq John Hay and John Hepburn came': 
' And incontinent, by they had fpoken with 
1 him, behold! like a temped and a great 
' thunder -clap rofe up- For fright I fell 
4 to the ground, and my hair flood prick* 
4 up like elfons* Alas, my Lord, faid , I, 
' what is this ? I faid I had been at many 

* great interprifes, but never interprtfe feared 

* m.e fo much as this hath done. By my faith, 

* faid I, fuch a thing as this will never havs 
4 a good end, and ye will fee it. O beaft ! 
4 faid he to me, and boafted to ftrike at me 

* with Jus whinger ; but he drew it not out, 

* Thereupon he began to make fpeedily 

* away, and we after him. He thought to 

* have paft over the wall at Ltiih-wynd, but 
f he could not. Then fent he John Hepburn 

* \Q ?H$ porter, and canfcd tfce port to b6 9* 

pened 
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4 peqed. Then went he down the backfidc 

4 of the Canongatc ; and ^bifa ifey and we ; 

* went down the high-gate : Then {aid I to 
.* John Hay, of fuch as this will never com4 
4 good. It is true, (ays he, we have greatly 
4 offended God : But what remedy ? we mud 
4 Ihew our felves vertuous, and pray to God.' 

4 Botbwelly in his high chamber in the *Ab- 
4 bay, fent the tailor for me, where were the 
4 laird o£Orme/lon,HobOrmefton, John Hep- 
4 burn, *DalgleiJb, Powrie and I. My Lord 
4 asked if I had promifed any thing to the 
'King. Nay, my Lord, quoth- 1. Seed 
4 thou not thefe Gentlemen, quoth he, &c. 

* who have abandoned all for my (ervice ? 
4 And if thou thinkeft that thou haft offend- 
• € ed God, the fame lieth not to thy charge, 
/ but to jnine, who caufed thee to do it : For 

* it is the Lords of this country it (cl£ who, 
4 with me, have committed this crime ; and, 
4 for all the pains that can be put to you, ye 

* muft never tell this again. If ye have wiH 
' to go your way, ye (hall depart right foon, 

* and be recompenfed/ 

It is noted in the title of this confeflioit, 
that he made it at St. Andrews, of his own 
free will* without compulfion, but only to 
difcharge his confeience, as he affirmed : And 
that he delivered it in French, and fubferib- 
ed it a$ he could, upon every leaf thereof. 

This 
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, Hia deposition or confefllon is to be feen 
in the Cottonian library, Caligula, B.y.foh 
370. by which it appears that he could not 
write his name ; for it is marked upoa tho 
3. 5. 7. and 9th pages, with the letter N, 
and * ftroke drawn through the middle of it, 
to reprefent the initials of his true name and 
firname. And as he could not write, it is 
very probable that he could not read writ, 
and fo could not know what he fubfcribed. 
And if he made or fubfcribed fuch confefiions 
at all, which may be doubted, he . rauft havo 
been forced to do it by the extremity of tor- 
ture ; for other wife no man in his fenfes 
would have confefled things which could not 
be true, againft his own life, as, He is made to 
do, Jt will be difficult to perfuade any rea- 
sonable perfon that the Earl of Botbwell was 
fo fhamelefly impolite, as to have taken 
fuch an opportunity for communicating to 
Paris the defign of murdering the King, as by 
this confefllon he is faid to have done. The 
Earl of Murray* & felf flattery alfo is too glai- 
ring to efcape the obfervation of the moft in* 
attentive reader, and, which is worfe, could 
never have proceeded from French Paris. lit 
had been in the Earl of BothwelP* fervice for 
five or fix years; but, that Earl had been out of 
the kingdom from 1562 to 1565. How then 
could Paris have kpown any thing about the 

Earl 
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Eart dtMurraft administration during that 
period, which he is Here made to extol fo high- 
ly ? "thcte is fome ground tod for thinking that 
thefe confeffionsf have Seen translated into 
Frentfi, after thfciame manner as the letters to 
BotbwelL Certain it is, that Potyrte the Earl'* 
porter, is in thefe cdnfeffions transformed in- 
fo itaylor; ahdliow that fliould have hap- 
pened, bttt through a blunder in the tranfla* 
tidn, is not eafily to be comprehended. 
; But the pofitive aflertion that the powdef 
fey which the King's lodging was blown up, 
had been laid in a heap upon the floor of the 
Queen's chamber, feems fufficient to difprovo 
not bnly this confefliori, but alfo John Hay*% 
6tid John Hepburrts confeffions ; for had it 
been only in a heap on that floor, it would 
Aot Jiave had thfc effeft to blow up the vaults 
below, and the very foundation ftones, which 
ftftually was done, as we are certified by 
fiie aft of privy-council *, and by the Queen's 
letter to her ambaflador b in France concer- 
ning that matter. This muft have been the 
effeft of a mine, as is exprefly faid in that let- 
ter : And yet more particularly the Earl of 
^Mortonh Inditement bears, that the powder 
had been a little before placed* and put in 
by him and his accomplices, und&r the ground 

and 

* Anderfon's colle&ions, vol. I. p. 36. 
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And angular /tones, and within the vaults and 
low and dern places of the lodging, witf\ 
which it was blown up, as is faid in the aft of 
privy-council, ' with fuch force and vehemen- 
-' cy, that of the whole lodging, walls and o- 
' thers, there was nothing left unruined and 
' reduced to drofs, td the very ground-Hone/ 
which a heap of ponder in the floor of the 

Queen's chamber could not have: done. 
But the falfenefs of Partes confeffions is 
clearly evinced by the publick records, in thei 
feme manner as the forgery of the letters ap* 
pears from them; It hath been fhewn alrea- 
dy *, that the Queeii had ntft arrived at 
GlafgOw^ till Saturday the xxv. of January at 
iboneft, and that upon Tuefiay xxviii; of that 
inonth* Ihe had come to Linlithgow in heir 
return to Edinburgh ; fb that ihe could have 
teen at Glajgow only three nights at moft. 
Now Paris tells u§, that after he had ftaia 
two aaysi \vith her Maj^fty at Glafgow, Ihe 
fent him to Edinburgh} iritfi letters to the 
Earl of $oihweli} and tb Secretary Maiu 
land; ahd> in truth the firft letted could not 
have been nniftied till very late in the third 
or laft night that the Queen had been at 
Glajgow, as has oee'n made appear already b : 
fo that it was not poffible that he could have 
Jet out from that place with bis letters, till 

z the 
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the very day on which the Queen fierfelf wal 
come back to Linlithgow : Yet he is made to 
tell us, that he came to Edinburgh, and deliver- 
ed his letters, and tarried there that night, and 
till after dinner the next day, before he got 
his difpatches, and then returned to Gtqfgow, 
before the Queen had left that town : Which 
could not poffibly bis true, becaufe it would 
have required that her Majefty fhould have 
tarried there twice as long as Ihe really did. 

Hence the fraud in thefe cohfeffions is evi- 
dent. But whether the man was compelled, 
by torture, to utter thefe falfhoods, andtoac- 
cufe hirnfelf of crimes which he could not pof- 
fibly have committed ; or whether they forged 
all in his name, without his privity, cannot 
eafily be determined, nor is it material ; for 
which foever of theft methods was ufed, it 
comes to the very fame purpofe. 

*Tis obfervable that poor Paris is made to 
bring in Secretary Maitland and Sir yames 
Balfour Clerk Rcgifter, as privy to the King's 
murder ; of which there had been no mention 
made in any of the former confeffions, that 
Murray and his accomplices had extorted from 
other perfons whom they had put to death : 
But at this time Murray was beginning to 
pick quarrels with thefe two gentlemen. Nor 
had the Queen been dire&ly accufed in any 
of the former confeflions, which they had 

pro- 
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produced before the court of England; which 
being found a great deft&.ishere fulllibe: 
rally fnpplied. 
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CHAP. I. 

The Trior of St. Andrews hit firfi 
Appearance upon the Stage of 

AS the pretended letters to Bothwell were 
ths only me*ns that the Queen's enemies 
.could devife, foe fupportingthe horrid calum- 
nious afperfions * with which they loaded 
her ; fo thefe letters being now unanfwerably 
proved to have been none of hers, but their 
pwn coarfe manufacture* Vis highly reafbn* 

z 2 able 

» Append, p. 64. 67. 235. 256* 
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able that the Queen fliould be acquitted, ay 
fully as if no fuch falfe imputations had ever 
been laid to hef phargje. And*, for my qwij 
part, I cannpt enopgji wpnder and admire 
how a great number of writers, bpth Roman 
Catholicks and Proteftgnts, of confiderable 
reputation both for judgment and learning, 
haye fuffjbred themlp lyes tp be ippofed on, 
by fuch improbable, or rather incredible and 
monfenfical ftorjes. As \o freprge Buchanan 
and John Knox, whatever they have written 
deferves hq confideration to be had of it, as 
they were men of abominable pra&ices, and 
^orrefpondent chara&ers. But what can be (aid 
for Monfr. de Thou, Archblfliop SpottiJwood % 
and others lijce thsm^ whp hf ve obtained 3 
good charafter in the woVld, and cannot be 
fcccufed pfapy open or notoriouj crimes^ and 
were not, nor copld have been, aftually con* 
cerned in the tranfa&ions then carried on ; 
and therefore are to b^ fuppofed to have 
been quite free from all ipajice and partiality ? 
Yet have they, efpecially the fprmer, tran- 
scribed into their hiftorie^ moft of George 
Buchanan 's vile . afperfions, which are fo fat 
"from being true, that they are neither pro- 
bable nor credible ; and thefe men by adopting 
them, have miijed not a few well meaning 
pejfons out of the plain paths of truth. J 
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But dill it may be made a queftiori, Byv 
frhom was the King's murder contrived, if 
flot by the Queen ? For that he was fliam«* 
fully murdered, is certain : And as certain it 
\s, that there had been a mifunderftanding 
betwixt him and her for fome time befdre. 
Now, altho' ' i,r could not be made appear who 
were either the contrivers or executors of 
that faft, it would be highly unrcafonable tQ 
throw the fufpicion upon the Queen. But 
after it has been made manifeft that all the 
proofs, preemptions, and allegations that 
were fp induftrioufly trumped up, and 
fworn iagalnft her by Murray and his > party* 
were only fo many grols icotnpofitions an4 
inventions pf their own, and that they were 
not able to bring the lead real evidence 
*gainft her innoceflcy, the prefumption turns 
againftthemfelves : For men who could f? 
:ppen\y and confidently thruft the Queea 
in prifQn, and then fwear fo many of 
their own rank forgeries upon her, in order 
to intrude themfelves into the fupreme aur 
f hbrity in her kingdom, and to feize her rich- 
es, were furely very capable of murdering 
the King too, becaufe that was alfo a mai& 
jiep to attain to their purppfe. 

And as. to. the . mifunderftanding that h^d 
teen betwixt the Queen and her husband, it 
im alfo whplly to be charged to the account 
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tf Murray and his party, who bad induced 
the unwary young man, to enter into a private 
confederacy with them, .againft the Qpeen 
herfelf, for very unlawful and wicked pur» 
pofes, of which afterwards. . 

Jatoet Earl of Murray Wd,, for many 
years been aiming at the crow>n t ; He had en- 
tered into, a confederacy with &e King of 
England againft his native country, before he 
was j 7 years of age, haying got bimfelf intro* 
duced to fome acquaintance aud earrefgon- 
dence- with the Duke <&Smerfet % Lord Pro* 
te&or of England \ and alfo with King Ed* 
ward VI, by mean* of Sir Jabn Mehill of 
Haiti », At that age, while as yet be waa 
only Prior of St* Andrews > hef had declared 
himfelf, foriboth, to be againft fM French, an 
cxprefllon unknown among Scot/men in former 
times, but which had then lately wne in 
life among foine-perfons, and, chiefly among 
the men o(Fife f who s were forming defigna 
for felling oc wflaving their native country 
to the Englijb. It is more than probable that 
the execution of Sir John Mehill, . who. had 
foon after this been condemned for treafoD, 
by the*hreaeftates in. parliament; made the 
Prior a little more circumfpe&for fame time. 
This is certain, that he was; fa far recon- 
ciled 

* Cotton, lib. Cal. B. 7. foL 45$, 



of King Henry Dandy*. , I^J 

tiled to the French, a few years thereafter, 
that he accepted of the rich priory of Mdf- 
con in Commendatn, which is conferred upon 
him by a bull bf Pope Paul IV. dated the 
tenth day of % January 1 555, with a difpenfati- 
orito him for holding three ample benefi- 
ces, notwithftanding his baftardy, &c, for 
which he took ati oath of fealty to his HoH- 
tiefs : Oaths however are but words. 

In February 1558, he went as one of the 
commiflioners fent from Scotland to fclemnife 
the Queen's marriage with the Dauphin of 
France.' At which time, if we might give 
credit to moft of the dommon'hiftories of thefe 
limes, domeftick or foreign, he was not quite 
fo civiHy ufed. They tell us of ' a long cort- 

* ference, betwixt the Chancellor of France 
4 and thefe Scottijb Commiflioners in thi 
4 King's council, about delivering up the 

* crown and other regalia of Scotland, that 

* the Dauphin, the Queen's husband, might 

* be crowned King of Scotland ; which the 

* Scottijb Commiflioners, according to them, 

* thought highly unreasonable, and therefore 
4 refufed all aflent or confent in that mattei*, 
4 it being a point of treafon, in which they 
' durft not meddle even fo far alto propofe 

* it at home, but at the peril of lofing tbqp: 

* heads : On account of which refufal they 
4 had poifon adminiftred to thero, before they 

•left 
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' left Franc*, whereof about one half of ehem 
- ' died, with many of their retinue, at a time 
' when there was no peftilential difeafe in thf 
1 country ; and that all this was a contr*- 
.* vance of the Guifes *. y George Buchanan 
.writes alfo, that -the prior of St. Andrews had 
.tailed of the fame potion ; and though, by the 
.vigour of youth, he efcaped death, yet was 
he ever afterwards affii&ed with a continual 
jand dangerous ailment in his ftomacb. Indeed 
.the Prior himfelf feems to have been the pro- 
• pagator of thefe (lories , for in a kind of ma* 
jiifefto drawn up by him and his aflbciates 
.the next year, when they fet about their re- 
forming work, the poifoning thefe Ambafla-- 
,dors is condefijended on as a fpecial grievance. 
Jiucbanan however had not the laft part of 
the ftory concerning the Prior from himfelf> 
•but put of Limtfay of Pitfcottie y $ book,' 
whofe account he curtailed. Had he given the 
whole of it, every one cauld have perceived 
Jiow muoh credit it deferves : For Pi tfcottie 
writes, ' that , the phyficians hung up the 
.* Prior by the heels, t© let thepoifon drop 
'out of him.' 

The whole ftory/ and every part of it n 
either pure fiftion, or mifreprefentation of* 
plain matter of fa&. , . 

I Ktfcpttie, Knox, Bughanan ; De Thou, fcc. 
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.. Bythe very contraft of marriage it vtes a* 
&reed that the ^Dauphin (hould ufe the title 
and arms of King of Scotland ; and the Scot- 
tijb ambafladors, or commiflioners, obliged 
themfelves to take an oath of fealty to the 
Dauphin, in name of the eftates of Scotland) 
that they fliould ferve, honour and obey him, 
during the marriage, as King of Scotland, in 
the fame manner as they and their predecef 
iors had been in ufe to do to the Queen's pro- 
genitors. This was aflually done by fix of 
them; of whom the Prior of St. ^Andrews was 
one ; and the deed, upon that otcafion was 
figned, fealed and delivered by them> four 
days after the marriage* The Earls of Ro- 
thes and Cajtls, and the Bilhops of Orknay 
and Rofs principal Secretary, who all died 
hot long therafter^ had probably been fick at 
that very junfturey and fb are not among the 
fubfcribers ; for could they have been prefent, 
who can doubt but they would have joined 
with th6 reft ? ' 

Even this goe§ vfcfy far i6 difefedit the! 
ftofy 6f poifoning, efpecially if it is copfidered 
that both thefe Earls and Bifliops flood firm- 
ly for the joint mtereft of France and Scot* 
land. Why fliould the French have poifoned 
their friends ? The truth of the matter is* 
that fomejhing peftilential or noxious in the 
air that year, was the real eccafion of the 

a ft d^ath 
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death of fo many of them : Nor were the e£ 
fefts of it confined to them only, for num- 
bers were cut off through the fcveral parts 
of Europe about that very time. In our 
neighbouring nation, their Queen, and Cardi- 
nal Pole, Archbi&op of Canterbury, with 
the Bifliops of Math and Wells, Briftol, Car- 
tile, Cbkhefter, Durham,' Litchfield and Co- 
ventry, London, Rochejler and St. ^Davids, 
Sodor, and JVinchefter, died all of them 
in about a year's time. In ffiorr, when 
Queen Elizabeth began to fet up her Prote- 
ctant Bifliops, there were no lefs than fifteen 
Epifcopal Sees, out of twenty feven, that 
were become vacant by death ; which doubt- 
lefc contributed not a little to facilitate the 
deprivation of the few that furvived, and the 
fetting up Proteftancy in that kingdom. 

If near the half of the Englijb Bifliops died 
in their native country, in fo fliort a fpace of 
time, and I hope, without poifon, why ought 
we not to conclude that the half, or near the 
half of our ambafladors died abroad at the 
fame time, in the fame way ? No document 
has yet appeared, by which the particular day 
or month of theit; feveral deaths can be afcer- 
tained. Bifhop Lejly writes that three of 
them died in September ; but the aft of par- 
liament upon the penult day of November, 
mention? only one of them to have-been then 

dead j 
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dead; and exprefly bears that the other three 
then remained in the ports of France. Monfr. . 
ie T'Aou remarks that tire year? 1557, 1558, 
and 1559, efpecially the latter, proved fatal to 
a vaft number of great and learned men, fe- 
verai of whom he names particularly ; and 
tho* he though; the great and learned only, 
worthy to have particular notice takenof them, 
we are not to imagine but that the meaner 
fort and unlearned died alfo in proportion tq 
their numbers, or not far below it. 

By the bills of mortality of fome foreign 
cities it is to be feen that the mortality began 
to increafe ^mongft them in the year 1558, 
and continued to increafe through the two 
following years. After this manner is the 
death of theScettiJb ambafladors tp be natural- 
ly accounted for, without railing fo vile a ca- 
lumny upon perfbns who, for any thing that 
apppears, were; both too great and too good, 
to have been guilty of aa aftion fo wicked and 
unmanly. As there was therefore at that 
time a real peftilentious quality in the air, 
through the different parts of Europe, what 
apology can be made for the hiftomns who 
have defiled their writings with fcandalous af 
per lions, fo ill founded, with relation to thefe 
commiffioners ? 

The commifljoners, or ambafladors, who 
returned home in health, hid their whole 

a a 2 traa£ 
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tranfaftions before the parliament, which met t 
for that purpofe, and thereupon were hy aft. 
pf parliament, honourably agd fully acquit? 
ted and difcharged of the truftthat had been 
committed to them. After which they in- 
formed the parliament, that the Queen their 
Sovereign, 4 defired that the three eftares of 
4 her realm would find it good, that her tyaje? 
f fty might honour her.fpbufe, the King Daut 
f phin,with the crown matrimonial, by way of 
'gratification, during the marriage, without 
f any manner of prejudice to her Highnefs's 
ffelf, the fucceffion of her body, or lawful 
•'fucceflion of her blood whatfpever : And 
4 this crown to be fent with two pr three of 
4 the Lords of her realm, &c* All which 
was readily agreed to and ena&ed, as al T 
fo, that the Queen fhould have the nomine 
tion of fuph perfons as fhould pleafe fyer, tQ 
carry the fame to France, whofe cammiffioa 
Jhould pafs in the name of th$ three eftates, 
and be fealed with the feals of fix of the prin* 
cipals of each eftate, and fubfcribed with their 
hands. Bp. Keith hath published thefe a&s « ? 
by which the efforts of Buchanan and his fol* 
lowers, to tranfmit to lateft pofterity the ac* 
pount of thefe tranfaftions in a falfe ^nd ridir 
culous light, are egregioufly baffled. 

f H$, p. 7$. & append. P' «3« 
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CHAP. II. 

Qfjbme Settlements of the Crown % 
faidtQ have been made by the^ueen. 

BUt although all can be made clear e« 
nough againift the mifreprefentations of! 
the ordinary hiftorians or libellers of thefe; 
limes, or thofe who have fince transcribed' 
their inventions, fome papers have appeared 
of late, which argue that there were very per- 
fidious underhand dealings carried on at that- 
time at the court of France, to wit, that they 
induced Q. Mary to fubfcribe three feveral 
private deeds of a very extraordinary nature. 
By one of which, in cafeihe fliould die with- 
out children, ftie makes over the kingdom of 
Scotland to the King of France for the time 
then being* and to his heirs, together with a- 
ny right that might afterwards devolve upon, 
her to the kingdom of England; and this 
on account of her maintenance and other 
peat expences made by the Kings of France 
on her behalf. * By another, in cafe of her 
dcceafe without children, flie pledges ths 
kingdom of Scotland to the King of France* 
till he fhould be reimburfed of a million of 

gold, [tftf^i wr rrownsj I fuppofe^ which 

• -' ' • ' . fixe 
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(he did, as the writing bears, by advice of 
her uncles, the Cardinal of Lorraine and 
Duke ofGuife ; But the former mentions no 
fuch advice or content ; Both bear to h^ve 
been accepted for the King of France and 
his fucceflbrs by the Cardinal ' de Sens, 
Chancellor of that kingdom. By the third 
Jhe declares, that whatever accord or confent' 
fee had made, or Ihould make, to the articles 
and inftru&ions fent by the three eftates pf 
her kingdom, and efpecially concerning: 
the fucceffion in cafe of her deceafe without' 
children, her will and intention was, that 
thefe difpofitions made by her in favout s of 
the King of France, Ihould remain intire find: 
have full efFeft : In this the Dauphin alfo 
joins and fubfcribes along with her, AIL 
the three papers are dated the iv. day of 
•April 1557, before Eafter,. snd figned be* 
low by ClauJJe and Bourdin, wh<> are called 
in the body of each paper, Notaries and Sft». 
cretaries of the crown of France. 

Queen Mary's misfortunes fprung chief, 
ly from fuch fburces as make other fovereiga 
Princes moft adored, and their people raoft 
happy, that Ihe Was born to fucceed to great 
dominions, and thatihe was endowed with ex- 
traordinary goodnefs,and a merciful difpofition, 
Becaufe (he was bom to inherit three, king* 
4oms, her enemies* gave out «hat*&e had fej 
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veral times difpofed of them, in prejudice, not 
only of the collateral line, but even of hfer 
own (on. Thus the Prince of Condi, in or- 
der to induce 'Elizabeth Queen of England to 
affift Wm the more effe&ually to ufurp th6 
throne of France, undei 4 the pretext of letting 
up thef Proteftant reltgion/caufesthat Queen 
be informed in the month of 'December 156&; 
' that the Cardinal de Lorrain, upon account 

* of Queen Mahy his niece, and to eflabHfh 
€ Popery ini?tfg/<im/, had prevailed with his fail 

* niece, to make a ceffion of her right to the. 
' crown of England, ta Monfieur the King of 

* France his brother ; (that is, to HenryDukt 
4 ofAnjou, afterwards King oi : France andiV 
1 land J, and that the Pope had confirmed 

* the gift, and given the inveftiture thereupon, 
' for which purpofe one Hannibal Rocbelint 
9 had been fent away in -hafte *. 

As if this had not been enough, after the 
Queen was murdered, a ftory was fpread* 
' that fhe had left England to the King of 
" Spain, by her teftament written with her 
f own hand the night before the murder, in 
•' cafe her fon fliould not become Roman Ca- 
'•tholick. That this teftament came to thfe 
r hands of Cardinal de Lauro prote&or of the 
' kingdom of Scotland, who having examined 
c it, by comparing it with letters which he had 

4 former* 

? Hayne*'s State papers, p. 474. 
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'formerly received from the Queen ; and ha- 
* ving made Lewis Owen Bifhop of Co/an to 
f put his feal to it, together with himfelf, as a 
« certain and undoubted deed, he delivered it 
f to the Count de Olivarez, to be by him tranf 
' mitted to, the King of Spain. 9 This ftory 
was firft broached in England ; for I have 
at prefent in my hand a pretended copy 
of a letter from the Queen to *Don Bernar- 
iino de Mcndoza, bearing date 2 6th May 
l$%6i fubfcribed by Cecil, Hat tan and WaU 
ftngham, whereby /he is made to acquaint him 
that (he intended to make fach a teftament, 
defiring him to let the King his matter know 
ip much/ but no other perfon a .- The three 
fubicriptions above-mentioned are for teftt- 
fying that they had fueh an authentic letter 
before them, from which they made this 
tranfcript ; and yet it \% pretty plain there 
Jiad not been two of them prefent together 
^t figning it j - for they all fubfcribe with 
different ink. Cecil fnbfcribes in the fame 
ink. with which the paper is written ; frhicb 
jferyes to difcover from whence it pro- 
ceeded. It feems to have been fent down 
r f o Secretary Mai 1 1 and } in order to raife in 

King 

• See it in the 3d Vol. of Dr. Mackenzie's Lives, p. 
404. But he feems not tg have onderftood it perfeaiy.- 
See p. 405. 
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King James a bftd notion of his mother's a£ 
feftion to him *« „ 

The next time that we hear of this matter 
is by the Abb* Pignerol, ih his life of the 
Cardinal de Laurd $ whole fervant he had been* 
Then the ftory is repeated by Monfr. de Thou* 
Laftly, Dr. Gilbert Burnet having got that 
life of the Cardinal, he exulted, as if he had 
found a vaft treafure ; and inferred the Abb6 
PignenPt tale in his colle&ion of papers, as 
an unanfwerable evidence that the Queen had 
left England to the King of Spain. I can 
think of no better or readier way to refute 
all thefe idle (lories, than by producing the 
real teftament, written by the Queen the 
night before her death, which I purpofe to 
do before this volume be ended ; and I hope 
it will be found more probative than CeciPt 
letter, or the Abb6 Pigntrol's tale. 

As to the Prince ofC&ndfs information, 
who knows but wd may have fuch papers yet 
trumped up of that ceffion to Henry Duke of 
Anjou, as we mentioned of the ceffion faid to 
have been made to the Dauphin i I make no 
doubt but the Prince of Condi was capable e* 
nough of getting his information made good, 

fo far as the writing two or three papers could 
go, if he had thought by that to come near- 
er » his purpofe. The crown of France was no 

bb finaU 

* Ibid. P. 403* 
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fmall temptation ; and both he and his brother 

had gone pretty great lengths, under the then 
Common pretext of reforming religion, to cut 

off" all the fons of King Henry IL to make 

way for themfelves ; which at laft was one 

way or other effeduated in the days of his 

nephew. His own defigns are very confpi- 

cuous, from his getting himfelf crowned by 

his followers as King of France, while the 

throne was yet full, and coining gold in his 

own name, with this modeft infcription, Lu- 

rovicus Dei gratia Francorum rex 

primus christianus \ Doubtlefs a King 

fo com plea tly chriftian was capable to coin a- 

ny thing for attaining fo high ends. 

-To return to the papers faid to be the 
Queen's gift of her kingdom of Scotland to 
the King of France, failing heirs of her own 
body. The third of thefe papers was print- 
ed in the year 1 69 3 b , among a collection of , 
treaties with France, publifhed by Frederick 
JLeonard, in fix volutnes in quarto. For the ft- j 
cond time it appeared in a larger colle&ion of j 
treaties publifhed at jimfter&am, in four vo- 
lumes in folio c , the year 1700; andlaftly in 
jDu Mont's corps diplomatique d . 

The writer of it, whoever he was, feems 

to 

» Spohdani annaJ. eccl. IL 694. Le Blanc Sat led 
Monnoycs de France, p. 270. 

b Vol. 2. p. 510. c vol. 2. p. 277. A Vol. 5, 

p. 21. 
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to "have committed a flip, not eafily to be ac- 
counted for, on fuppofition that the paper is 
genuine ; for the Queen is made to alledge 
the .war then prefently breaking out betwixt 
France and England, as a caufe why flie 
made that deed : vu memement le terns pre- 
fent de Vouverture de la gukrre au royaume 
(P^Anghterre. But the war with England 
had broke out in June 1557, and the French 
had the word of it, till the Duke of Guife 
got the chief command of the French armies 
in 'December that year, who, before the end 
of January preceeding the date of thefe pa- 
pers, had taken Calais, Guines t and the fort 
of Hames from the Englijb, and driven them 
altogether out of the places, which for a long 
time they had held in France. Therefore, 
to fpeak of that war on the 4th of April 
1558, as only breaking out, doth not look 
.very jvell. It feems the later editors 1 were of 
. this opinion, for which reafon they took the 
liberty to expunge the words, de Vouverture, 
which are both in the manufcript copies, and 
firft edition in print. 

The fecond paper bears exprefly that it 
was granted by the advice of her uncles, the 
Cardinal of Lorraine and Duke of Guife. 
Had it been fo, one of them, as her curators, 
ought to have figned it along with her, and 
to have affixed his feal, as they ufed to do 

b b 2 in 
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in all her real deeds of importance, both be* 
fore and after this pretended gift* If it had 
been a real deed, this would nefc have been 
omitted, for without this it wa$ lefs valid* 

It is not eafy to believe that the King of 
France, who was himfeif alfo one of Queen 
Mart's curators, would have accepted of 
fuch an illegal and invalid deed in his own 
favour, from his pupil and intended daughter 
Inlaw, when at the age of fifteen years, 
whom he himfeif ought to have diflwaded 
from granting any deed of the like nature* 
And theft loofe detached papers, fo carelefly 
executed, are not fufficient to load the King 
of France and his minifters with fo much in- 
juftice and weaknefs, unlefs their credit could 
be fupported by feme overt a& or extrin- 
(ick adminicle ; for it is not to be fuppofed 
that they would have drawn up fuch illegal, 
null and infamous papers, that could ferve to 
no manner of purpofe, but to refleft dUho* 
Hour on all parties concerned in them. But 
even could it be made appear that they cer- 
tainly did fp, the blame ought to ly entirely 
at their own door, and no imputation for 
that matter ought to be caft upon the young 
Queen, who was entirely under their dire&i* 

on* and at their difpofaL 

C H Aft 
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CHAP. III. 

v 

Of the 'Dejtgns to ufurp the Crown 
after the Queeris Marriage. 

i 

4 

SOon after the Queen's marriage with th.e 
Dauphin of France, majters in /Scotland 
went into great diforder. No lefs than two 
different pprfons fet themfelves up to deprive 
her of her kingdom, namely, the Duke of 
Chaftelherault, and the JPrior of St. Andrews. 
' For Q. Mary of England having/leparted this 
fife that year, the Englijb had fet upon the 
throne Elizabeth, thp illegitimate daughter 
of Henry VIII. by Anne Bolen, who inclin- 
ing to the Protectants, more out of policy 
than from any religious regard, quite chan- 
ged the eccLcfiaftical eftablifhment in that 
kingdom. The Duke of Chajlelherault had, . 
for fome years before, behaved himfelf nei- 
ther fo dutifully .nor fo honourably as became 
a man of his rank and quality a } and the 
Engjifb embraced the opportunity of mana- 
ging bis difaffe&ion to the difturbance of 
bis native country. This Englijb Queen 
and her giinifters infmusttod that ihe would 
, marry 

• Bp . Keith's hift. < : Afp«nJ. p. « f 



h6Z * Inquiry into the murder 

marry his (on the Earl of Arran, 'then com- 
mander of the Scots guards in France, and ha- 
ving buoyM up the young man with this vain 
expectation, they induced him to {leal away 
fecretly from the court of France, and con- 
veyed him privately firft into England, %nd 
then to Scotland a , where his father was ab- 
jbetting and fomenting a rebellion that had been 
lately raifed, upon the pretext of reformation 
of religion, but in reality for feizing the crown 
and the church lands, revenues and riches, as 
they had feen done in England. By this mar- 
riage, of which they thought themfelves quite 
fecure, as it had firft been propofed to them, 
they expefled foon to become matters both of 
Scotland and England ; on ' which confident 
tion they flighted the lofs of their pofleflions 
and offices which the King of France had 
conferred upon them, and threw up all care 
and regard for their Sovereign. • 

At the fame time the Prior of St. ^Andrews 
taking courage, it would feem, by the ex- 
ample lately fet in England, imagined that 
his high profeffion of fan&ity, and fiery zeal 
for proteftantifm, might well compenlate for 
• his illegitimacy, and induce the reformers 
to promote him to the crown. He had 
joined himfelf with thefe reformers as early 

at leaft as the beginning of the year 1 557* 

and 

S Dr. Forbes, . V 3*4- **5* * c 
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and concurred in their covenants and con* 
federacies made againft all who fliould op- 
pofe them, without exception *. At laft he 
became their chief ringleader, and fet himfeM 
to thwart the Duke of Chaftelherault in hit 
defigns. 

Some people at that time, and alio in our 
days do warmly deny that he ever was 
aiming at the crown ; but all his afteractions 
and behaviour do loudly proclaim that he did 
fo. The Queen Dowager of Scotland, and 
the King of France, who could not fail to 
have good intelligence, believed no lefs ,of 
him. Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, the Englijk 
ambaftador in France, who carried on a cloft 
correfpondence with that party, writes to fe- 
cretary Cecil upon the xxvi. offaly i$$9> 
( That he was fecretly informed that there 
1 was a party in Scotland for the placing 
4 of the Prior of St. Andrews in the ftate of 
' Scotland ; and that the Prior himfelf did, by 
' all the fecret means he could, afpire there- 
4 to b \ The Duke of North folk was pofi- 
tive enough that Murray was ftUl purfuing 
the fame game, even in September Mdlxix. 
- only about four months before he was (hoc 
at Linlithgow ; for thus he writes to Cecil, 
upon the xv. day of tha t month c « ' You may 

feo 

* fep. KeithYhift. p* 6j. 46. 
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'* fee by the Earl of Murray'% dealing With , 
' Letbington f what mark he £hoots at ; and 
4 how little he careth for any thing that is 
4 advifed here.--*— He that hath been b 

* bold with his own miftrefs, as to bereave her 
4 of her kingdom and liberty, thinks it but a 
4 fmall matter to refufe to be advifed by 
4 the Queen's Majefty. You fliall find that 
4 he hath forgotten all former friendfhip, 

* He hath a new mark in his eye, no left 
1 than a kingdom : God fend him fuch luck 

* as others have had, who have followed his 

* courfe^ 

This wis the general perfuafion of all per- 
4bns of tolerable fagacity at that time, at 
might be made appear by other good testimo- 
nies. Perhaps one from Queen Eiiztbetb 
will be of ufe to convince fome people, that 
there was a defign at that time to bereave our 
Queen of her kingdom ; thefe are her words, 
which follow i 

4 It is well known, that before the making 

* of the treaty of Edinburgh,-**- there was an 
4 intent difcovered unto us, even by Letting* 
4 ton himfelf, Whom afterwards fixe fpecially 

* favoured, to deprive her of her croWn : 
4 Which motion we utterly rejeded *.' I Audi 
fliall not pofitively affirm that this propofal 

wag 

* Cotton libr. Cal. e. 9. Iaffrudioiis to the Earl of 
Shrewsbury aad Mr, Beak 6. April 1583* 
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Wa$ to let up my Lord Prior, but fur ely it 
muft have confifted with his knowledge ; for* 
he and Lethington were at that time very gra- 
tious; and it is not likely that his Lordfhip 
would have readily contented that any 0- 
ther perfon ihould have occupied that room; 
But the Prior's own conduft and a ft ions a£ 
fold the ftrongeft evidence. After they had 
made their league with England f {to which he 
fubftribes in the firft place) and by the aflifte 
ance of the Englijb army had got the town 
of Leitb evacuated; they began in their way 
to fettle their reformation ; but neither of 
the two competitors could find the means to 
feize the government into his own hands : 
For the one always oppofed the other, by all 
the means that could be invented; The 
young Earl of Arran finding himfclf entirely 
fruftrated of his high expectations, turned 
frantick on the difa ppoifi tment, of- which he 
never recovered. 

The King of Fritnce happening to die bt 
Ae year 1560, the Queen began to think of 
returning to her kingdom of Scotland ; dri 
which occafion there was one deputation fent 
to attend her by the Roman Catholicks, aitd 
another by the Proteftants, and this laft was 
»o other than the Priorr bimfelf, who, Jii 
hi* way, took advice with Queen Elizabeth f 
*nd her minifters, how he ihould behave hirn- 
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fel£ When he waited on the Queen, he pro- 
pofed fome things for the fatisfa&ion of his 
clear crony Queen Elizabeth ; and for bis 
own part he fought only the Earldom of 
Murray, by way of gratification for his tra- 
vel, and that the Queen fhould conffe 
tute him governor of Scotland till fhe herfelf 
Ihould return a , with fome ecclefiaftical be- 
nefices to be beftowed among his moft trufty 
friends* But the Queen would difpofe of 
none of thefe things till ihe ihould arrive her- 
felf in Scotland, and take the advice of her 
'own nobility. The Prior thus difappointed, re- 
turns home through England; and having 
learned all that he could, about the time and 
other particulars relating to his Sovereign's 
return to Scotland, he acquainted Q. Elizabeth, 
and would need? have her to caufe intercept 
Queen Ma*y in her paflage. Camden fays 
exprefly, 4 That James the baftard ha- 

* ving a little before returned through Eng- 
4 land, gave advices under-hand to intercept 

* her, both for Elizabeth's fecurity, and the 

* intereft of religion/ He adds, ' that L* 
4 tbington advifed the fame thing, left if ihe 
4 fliould return, (he ihould raife wonderful 
4 tragedies, cut off their intercourfe with the 
' Englijb, deprefs the fadion that favoured 

' them, 

? Bp. Keith'* hift. p. ii 3 i 
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' thert, &c? for which he cites Ltthinporf* 
letters, 

Camden's veracity hath indeed been cal- 
led much in queftion in l?te times, becaufe he 
tells fome ungracious truths. But his vouch- 
ers are ftill extant, and in particular this letter 
of Lethington has been publilhed by Bilhop 
Keith * ; and it cottains ex pre (lions rather 
ftronger than Camden's tranflatioh has them. 
Thus besides the things already cited from 
Camden ; * She will not be ferved, fays Le+ 

* thingfrn t with thofe that bear any good-wiU 
4 to England .< Some quarrel ihall be pick'd 

* with them ; not dire&ly for religion at 

< the firft ; but where the accufation of 

* herefy would be odious, men muft be 
' Charged with treafon. The like of this, I 
4 think, hath been feen in Q. Maky's dayg % 
i A few number thus difgraced, difpatched or 
« difperfed, the reft will be an eafy prey ; and 
« then may the butchery of JPonner plainly 

< begin, &c. % 

The EngHJk Q\\een did not fail to follow, 
the Prior's counfeU She absolutely refufed 
either to allow Queen Ma*y to pafs through 
England into Scotland^ or to grant a fitfe con* 
<luft. And a fleet was a&ually fitted out* 
and put to fea, for apprehending her m 
her paflage ; But they miffed Jheir aim ; for 
. 1 c c s tta 

% HUh appead. p. 32.* 
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the Queen arrived fafely in Scotland upo< 
*he xix. day of d-u^uft Mdlxi. notwith- 
standing all their anxiety to intercept ner. 
But when fhe capie, flie fotjnd, that no (uit r 
&ble preparations had been made for her re* 
(Ception ; becaufe the perfons who at that 
time took the management of affairs upon 
them, were in hopes l|ft: {he would never 
f ome, but fall into the Wnds of the Engli/b^ 
to be murdered by them at that time. 

I know how 'Elizabeth by her letters to 

Queen Mary herfelf, denied that there wert 

any fhips fent to fea to intercept her, or that 

any fuch thing was ever defigned. ' Whereas 

f it feems, fays flie \ that report hath been 

* made to you, that we had fent pur ad- 

f miral to the feas, with our n*vy, to im- 

I pefch your paflage ; • both your fervaots dq 

f well underftand how falfe that report was, 

f confidering for & truth, that we have not 

f any more than tjyo or three fpaall barks 

4 upon the feas to apprehend certain pirates, 

f being thereto intreated, and, in a manner, 

f compelled thereto, by the earneft requeft 

f of the ambaflador of our good brother the 

'f King of Spain, made to us of pertain of 

f your fubjefts, Scot/men, haunting our feas 

f ^s pirates, under pretence of letters of 

f jp^n^c/ Thus far Elizabeth. But her 
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fcord keeper Bacon, in a fpeech that he de* 
Uvered in the Privy-council of England, in 
the year 15.62, againft an interview propo- 1 
fed bet wixt Queen Mary and Q. Elizabeth, 
♦exprefled himfelf, in a quite different drain. 
f Again, fays he, by the continual offence 

* that the Queen of Scots and the houfer 
f of Guifefs friths took within their 
? bteafts daily, foraiat the Queen hath not 

* * # * nor that Ihe and they defire fhe 
I fhpul.d now have. A matter of itfelf doubt* 
1 lefs fufficient to continue any old difplea- 
f fure, or to breed a new, whatever fliew or 

* cpuntjsnance, by word or prpmife, be oiadq 

* to the contrary, 

* Befides, think you that the Scottijb 
f Queen's fuij, made in all friendly manner, 
f to come through England, at the time fh? 
f left France to come into Scotland^ apd the 
t denial thereof, except the treaty were rati- 
f fiecK is by them forgotten ? or ejfe your 
'■ fending of your flxips to fea at the time of 
' her p^flage ? Now doubtlefs, to fpeak as J 
f thinks th^fe and the rtft, which you remem? 
4 ber as well as I, were able to make her, tho* 
< before well difppfed, to be clean otherwife 
t given ; and then much piore tp continue, 
' with fomc increafe, the old conceived a£ 
' fe&ion towards this realm, efpecially feeing 
1 it is joined with aqxbition to a kingdom : 
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* And a$ our doings, on our fide, have defer* 
< ved no change of their affe&ion, but ra- 

* ther the maintenance of the old difplea- 
' fure, with increafe, no more ought we to 

* ' hope for at their hands,' Thus he s and 
truth has a good face. After what hath 
been faid, any perfon who can doubt, but 
chat the EngUJb lent otH- a fquadron to in- 
tercept Queen Ma*y, and that too by the 
counfel, ^onfent and approbation of the Prior 
of &♦ Andrews, and his accomplices, muft 
be a fceptic indeed in hiftory. 

* From a MS. intituled, Placita fecreti confi/ii, once 
fn the Horary of Dr. Moor Bp. ofEly^ now in the li- 
brary of fbc gfltverfity of Cajnbfid§e, 
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C H A P. IV. 

Of the Trior's Atchievemettts, after 
he became Queen MAR Tsfrimt 
Minijler. ; 

TH E fudden death of King Henry II. of 
France, and 'the death of King Fran- 
cis II. Queen Mary's husband, fo fix* 
thereafter, threw her affairs into great dif 
-order. Upon the death of Queen Mary of 
England in November 1558, King Henry 
her father in law, and one of her curators, in 
conjuh&on with the other two curators her 
uncles, had thought fit that ihe fhould take 
the title and arms of Queen of England} and 
had they done any thing lefs, they had been 
blame worthy, as very negligent of the truft 
repofed in them, for ihe unqueftionably had 
the right in her perfon, as far as fuch right 
can be conveyed by legitimate defcent, job* 
ed with proximity of blood, and fupported 
by the laws and general pra&ice. 'Tis well 
blown that King Henry VIII. of England, 
and bis parliaments had declared both his 
daughters baftards. After he came to the crown, 
* he had married Katharine of Spain, his bro- 
ther ? 9 widow, by a difpenfation from the 

Fopej 
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Pope; but after he had lived with her abouff 
eighteen years, calling his eye upon Anne 
Bolen, one of her maids, he began to plead 
great fcruples and qualms ofconfcience about 
the legality of his marriage ; and it is almGft 
intfedibte what pains and expences he be- 
(lowed to have it believed throughout all 
Europe, and declared by the moft famous 
univerfities at home and abroad, that he had 
lived all that rime in rnceft, not to mention 
fcow many lives this maftter,coft. He touch 
wanted that the Pope would give the fame de- 
claration, but could not obtain it ; therefore 
he (hook off his authority, took the power in 
his own hands, and, by the affiftance of Dfc 
'Thomas Cranmer, whom for that end he had 
made Archbiihop of Canterbury, he divorced ♦ 
his wife, and then he and his parliament de- 
clared his daughter Mary an inceftuous ba* 
ftard* and incapable to fucceed to the crowd. 
But before all this could be accompliflxed, 
King Henry's confeience began t& difeover it- 
felf ; for Anne Bolen had fir ft become with 
child to him, fb he married her privily upon 
the xxv, of January y got his wife dhrorced 
a$d of May, and had his daughter Elizabeth 
born to him by Anne. Bolen u^on the 7th 

day of September 1533 *. 

But 

* Stow. Cranmer in one of his letters. Dftgd*le'4 A- 
.ronage, p. 306. vol. a. Burnet's reformation, vol. 3. 6& 
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\ But the wOrft of it is, that, after all, Anne 
•JBoien ^as hi the fame degree of affinity with 
Heftrj VIII. as his former wife. This ap«* 
fyeits vety evidently from a btill . which he 
defired from the Pope; A bull ' by which his 
marriage with Katharine was to be declared 
null and iiwalid, becaufe fhe was his bro- 
ther's widow ; fo that he might lawfully 
marry any other woman : And in confe* 
quence of fuch declaration of the nullity of 
that marriage; he might be difpehfed with 
to marry any other \froman lawfully, and 
with her to live freely in that marriage, and 
beget lawful iflue therein ; eVeri though fhe 
fhould be fuch a woman as had already 
contrafted marriage with another man, pro* 
vided ihe had not confummated that mar* 
riage by carnal knowledge ? and although 
fhe fhould be related to Henry hiftifelf, in 
the feebnd Or more remote degree of con* 
fanguinity^ or in the firft degree of affinity* 
ex quocunquc, licito feu illicito* coitu *, pro- 
vided fhe was not his faid brother's widow.* 
With other provifos of lefs moment* 

. » White Kennet, in his edition of Lor & Herbert's life 
<if Henry VIII. gives an Englilh tranflation df this bull, 
where he thus renders thefe Latin words, either from lawful 
v forbidden mikehhvt they include every thing, in wed* 
tock or out of wedlock, lawful or unlawful 
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The Pope Clement VII. being at, that rime 
very much oppreffed by Charles V. the Em* 
peror, was very loth to difoblige Henry, fo 
he granted the bull in the very terms as he 
defired it, upon the xvii. day of December 
1527, not above a week after he had been 
freed from prifon in the caftle of St. Angela ; 
but he infer ted a fmall claufe in it, by which 
he rendered it quite void ; for he granted it 
only with this provifo, 4 That Henry\ con- 
4 traft of marriage with the faid Katharine 
4 fhould be firft declared to have been, and 
4 ftill to be null and invalid ; the determi- 
nation of which point he referved to himfelf, 
as reafon required ; and it is well known that 
he could never be prevailed upon to allow 
that it was a null marriage : And in truth, to 
have allowed or determined otherwife, had 
been to break down all barriers, and quite to 
overturn and invalidate the moft folemn and 
facred ties and obligations upon earth. 

It is a matter worthy of our obferva- 
tion, that at the time of granting this bull, 
Henry VIII. and his council acknowledged 
and took it for granted, with the moft of man- 
kind, that the Pope had fuch a difpenfing 
power : But when they found that he would 
riot go all their lengths, they cried out loudly 
that he had it not : And it is more than pro* 
bable that if the Pope had come into Henry y % 

meafures, 
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m&ftires, to do this manifeft piece of injuftice,. 
his authority had ftill been as great in Eng- 
\ land, or rather greater, than in any other 
nation in the world, as it had formerly been* 
So inconfiftent are fome men rendered by 
their irregular paffions and appetites, ; 

But as to the view of defiring fuch an extra- 
ordinary and extravagant bull. What could it 
be that troubled Henry VIII. his confidence, 
that he prefs'd fo earneftly to haVehis firft mar- 
riage diflblved, as inceftuous, becaufe his wife 
wis related to him in the firft degree of affini- 
ty ; and yet to defire that he (hould be author!- 
1 fed to marry another, not only related to him 
in the fame degree, but alfo one who had con- 
tracted already with another man?- Aud by 
what means imaginable had Henry got women 
related to him in that degree, with whom he 
j defigned to marry ? Why truly he had kept 
for a mifhtefs Mary Bolen, fifter to Ante 
\ Bolen, whom, upon fixing his fancy on Anne % 
i he difcarded, and c^ufed William Carey, 
\ whom he called gentleman of his privy cham- 
ber, to marry her. This Anne had con- 
tracted already with Henry Piercy, the Eatl 
of Northumberland* eldeft fon, who, being a 
young unexperienced man, and having the 
opportunity of being frequently at court in 
Cardinal JPbolfeyH train, was eafdy kidnapped 
by fuch a defigftitig young woman, and had con^ 

d d z Wafted 
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drafted to marry her ; till his father,perceiving 
,confcientious Henry's inclinations, with ter» 
rible threats diflwaded hiip from purfuing fo 
dangerous game ; And hence it is that Henry 
defires, not only that he fhould have a dispen- 
sation to marry a woman related to him ia 
the firft degree of affinity, but alfo, faltho* 
f that wom?n fhould have been contracted 
f with anothfer man.- 

If this explanation pf a deed, being in it- 
felf fo^grofly feandalpus and abominable, fhaif 
feem raflj and uncharifabje, to be made at this 
pittance of time/tis hoped jhe teftimony of Car- 
dinal Pool, will be of fqme Weight to Support 
it. The Cardinal, whpfe' integrity no jnaft 
bithertp has attacked with fupcefs, ?ddre0$$ 
Henry VIII, in theft words, '< Had ye left 
f your wife, becaufe ye pcrfuadfpd yQurfelf 
f that the l^w prpnpunped that marriage wiclfc- 
f ed and abominable, wpijjd ye npt havp 
f taken the moft particular care, fhat you 
* fhould npt a feeond time ppllute yoqrfejf 
f with fuch another marriage ? Would ye not 
f have abftained altQgether frojn fuch perfons 
f as were in the fame, or even a worfe coa- 
f dition, tfon your former wife ? You could 
fnot have dpne qthenyife, had you %&cd 
f from any motive proceeding from the 
f law ; but you muft have detefted them who 
I vyould have advjfed you to any fuch mtf- 
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f riage,or even who woufclffiake mention of if 

f in your prefence. What is flie with whom 

/ ye joined yourfelf in your divorced wife's 

t room, and what kind of perfon ? Is fixe not 

f the fitter of one, whom ye firft deflowered* 

' and long thereafter kept with you as a con* 

f cubine ? She is a&ually the perfon. By what 

4 means then do you perf\vade us that ye a* 

f void unlawful marriages ? Was ye in this 

' cafe unacquainted with the law, which in 

' reality no lefs prohibits to marry a woman 

* with tfrhofe fifter you had made your felf 

f one flefh> tharf her with whom your brother 

1 was one flefh ? Is the one to be detefted i 

f fo is alfo the other. Yea you of all men 

4 knew beft. But how doth this come to my 

'knowledge? Even becaufe at that very 

'time, when ye was rejefting the Pope's 

f difpenfation, ye ftrovc with great keenneft 

f with the fame Pope, to have a licence grant- 

fed you for marrying the fifter of her! who 

f had been your concubine, and obtained it, 

' upon this condition, that it ihould firft be 

' made manifeft that the Pope had not the 

t power of granting a difpenfation in the for- 

f'mer cafe. Doth nor then this very wo- 

f man, whom ye now have for a wife, moft 

i < plainly lhew what your purpofe was? Dotk 

/j*.Qt Gcjd, through her perfon, let her be 

! filent, make it evident to all men, that you 

'. tfiftdo 
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' made mention of the law to ferve your luff, 
'*. and not out of compliance with God's com- 

* mandment ? But there is another thing which 

* lays your mind yet further open : For this 
' bufinefs about your brother's wife is of lefs 
' moment by far. Why fo ? Becaufe altho' hi* 
f wife, whofe nakednefs the law forbiddeth 
' thee to uncover, was married in the face 
' and view of the church, fhe came to thee a 

* virgin : But I fuppofe thou wilt not fay 

* that thoi} didft leave a virgin, the filler of 
/ that woman whom thou now haft, &c. *' 
On account of this free language, Henry 
(ought to have the Cardinal aflaffinated, 
and afterwards put his mother the Countefe 
of Salisbury to death 5 although he had defir- 
ed the Cardinal to tell him his mind freely 
upon this fubjeft. 

K. Henry caufed his daughter Mary %o ac- 
knowledge herfelf to be an inceftuous baftard, 
and in the xx v. year of his reign an aft of par- 
liament was made, fettling the fucceffion to 
the crown upon his younger daughter Eliza- 
beth, failing his male iflue ': To the drift ob- 
fervation of which fettlement, he got his parlia- 
ment the next year to take an oath. Yet furely, 
if his firft marriage was inceftuous, fo was 
thefecond; but if his eldeft daughter was 

legitimate, 

I Pro cccJtfiaftic* unitatis defenJiont } lib. 3. 
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legitimate, the fecond wa* begotten in a* 
dultery. Henry fodn after having fet his a£ 
fe&ions on another woman, puts Anne £a* 
ten to death, and the very next day marries • 
Miftrefs Jane Seymour. : And then both his 
daughters are declared illegitimate by another 
aft of parliament, in the xxviii. year of his 
reign. But after that he got an aft of parlia- 
ment declaring it lawful for both of them to 
feceeed after other, according to their feniority, 
and authorifing him to limit the fuccefEon a£ 
ter them by his patent, or by his latter will, 
as fhould pleafe him. And his good pleafure 
was to exclude the pofterity of his eldeftfio 
fter. Grandmother to Queen Makt of Scol* 

knd. 

Rings have frequently taken the affiftance 

of their parliaments, or councils, to opprefs 
fome of their fubje&s, and deprive them of 
their rights ; and fubjefts are often obliged to 
fit down quietly under fuch oppreffion : But 
independent Sovereigns are on another foofc 
ing ; for one of them, though fupported by 
all his lubjefts, is not to pretend to deprive 
his equal of his juft right and title, unlefs he 
defigns to entail a war and other hardflxips 
upon his people : For princes will not tame* 
ly aliow themfelves to be fo cut out, for the 
mere humour and caprice of an unreafonable 
tyrant, or any unjuft a&s of inconfiftent par* 

Uaments. 
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foment*. And had K. Henry II. of France li« 
ved any time longer, or even his fpn King 
Francis II. chey could not have failed to 
vindicate the right of the Queen of Scots to 
the crown of England, againft all fuch fpuv 
rious iffue as Elizabeth the daughter of Hen* 
ry VIII. But they happening to die fo foon 
after one another/' France became fcfs inter- 
efled in that matier,and perhaps were not over 
fond of feeing the Brittfb kingdoms fairly united 
under one lawful Sovereign, left they might 
happen to create as great difturbance to France 
as the Englijh had formerly done, while their 
kings held ample pofleflions in that kingdom, 
not fo much by their own force or valour, 
as by raifing inteftine war and commotions* 
and by affifting orie half of the natives to dc- 
ftroy the other. 

The troubled ftate of Scotland was anc£ 
tiher bar againft Queen Mary's obtaining oi 
purfuing her right to the throne of England^ 
Our countrymen who had declared for the 
reformation, were all joined in a confederacy 
with her rival Queen Elizabeth ; which great* 
ly diftrafted her counfels when fhe returned 
out of France. It is not to be doubted but 
that her inclination was to have had for 
her council and officers of ftate, men chiefly 
of her own religion :* But then the re- 
formers, confciQu? of their owa demerits and. 
- t ■ danger, 



] 
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ganger, would never have been quiet. And 
although thefe who would have flood Up for 
the Queen * or the Roman Cdtbolick religion, ' 
might have been an over-match for the others, ' 
yet they could not have flood againft the J5/r- 
glijbxoo, who would have been very ready 
to join in extirpating them all, and dethron* 
ing the Queen herfelf. She therefore propofed 
to gain the others bykindnefs and favours; 
allowed them the full exercife of their religi- 
on, as flie found it let up among them, how-* 
ever illegally and turbulently ; gave them an 
ample* indemnity ; and admitted the chiefs of N 
them into the adminiftration of her affairs, and 
upon her council : And the Prior of St. An* 
irews became her prime minifler ; and by 
that means had a great opportunity of pur- 
ging his projeft of ufurping the crown. He 
precluded her other fubje&s from all accefir 
to her majefty, except through him only; 
^d he had not born rule above a year, till 
he had laid* plots* for cutting off the principal 
men in the kingdom, who, he thought, might 
thwart him in his views ? (bme of whom he 
got put to death, and others flxut up in pri- 
son : • He alfo joined in alliance againft the 
Queen's allies abroad,and levied foldiers whom * 
ta fent ta join with their enemies againft 
ttao, without the QueenV knowledge;* 
' e e ihing 
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thing which none of our hiftorians have taken 
notice of except JLindfay of Pit/cot tie, who 
writes, that in the year Mdlxii. five hun- 
dred light horfemen went out of Scotland to 
France, for fupjport of the congregation, the 
Queen not knowing thereof* That it was fo, 
is now made plain by the original papers pu- 
hlifhed by Dn Forbes *. The French Prote- 
ftants had chat year put theEngliJb in pofleffi* 
oh of 'Dieppe, Havre de Grace, and other adja- 
cent villages and forts upon thecoaft of 'France: 
On which account the Englijb were to fet i^p 
Proteftantifm in France. But matters did 
not fucceed according to their wifti.es or ex- 
pectations : For the Duke of Guife, uncle to 
Queen Mary, called the Mars of France, 
having chiefly by his own fingle pergonal va* 
lour*, recovered the battle of Z>reux,*&er the 
conftable of France had in a manper k>ft it, the 
rebels had no kind of fuccefs after (hat, and 
the Englijb were either driven out, or obli- 
ged to quit ii\ thefe places, and the Scots 
were ^lmoft all cut off in defending them, 
Steme fop of them had b$ep apprehended and 
hanged by the conftable of France, with pa- 
pers on their heads, declaring that this was 
-done, becaufe they had come ag^inft their 
Sovereign's will, to the tervice of the Hugue- 
pots. It was at firft given; puuhat theft 

were 

• Vol. 2. p. 49, Sec. b Ibid. p. 245. 252. 
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ttere Englijhmen, about which the E'nglijb 
railed a great deal of clamour : But after it 
came to be known that they were Scot/men, 
there was no more ado about the matter. 

All the advantage that the confederates 
reaped by this war was, that, during it, they 
prevailed with one Poltrot, one of the Duke 
of GW/£'s Gentlemen, to aflaffinate his ma* 
fter the Duke, whom the reformers dreaded 
more than any other man in the world. The 
felon's heart failed him, after he had engaged 
to execute this horrid undertaking ; but 
Theodore de Beze, who afted as the fecond 
proteftant Pope, enouraged him to proceed, 
ufing words in French to this purpofe : Go 
to, Sir ; take courage ; the angels will af 
fift you. 

Two of our contemporary hiftorians, Bu- 
chanan and Knox, behave very ftrangely with 
refpeft to this great man and his murderer. 

Buchanan even commends Poltrot for this 
very a&ion ; and having long before written 
a poem, in which he moft defervedly praifed 
the Duke, for his famous defenceof Metz a- 
gainft the Emperor, he afterwards (truck out 
the Duke's name, and inferted,another man's 
to whom that praife did not belong : Yet is 
the Duke highly extolled by him in another 
of his poems, written upon his taking of Ctf- 
his from the EngHJb, and juftly too j lor he 

e e % was 
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was called the prote&or of his country by the 
parliament of Paris. Knox tells the ftoryiu 
thefe words,GW bad ft rich n that bloody tyrant 
tbe <Duke % of Guife, &c. of which expreffion* 
and behaviour, I leave every man to judge 
for himfelf. 

While the Earl , of Murray was thus trea- 
sonably affifting the French rebels, without 
his Sovereign's knowledge, he was alfb pur- 
suing high matters at home, even to cut off 
the Duke of Cbaftelberault's family and the 
Earl of Huntly\ f with the Earl of BotbwelL 
.This laft Earl, tho' perhaps the moft flinch 
Froteftant among them all, upon chriftian or 
, moral principles, was extremely hated by the 
. reft, becaufe he not only would not join in 
that rebellion by which they firft fet up their 
reformation, but alfo.oppofed them; and be- 
ing informed by the Queen dowager, that 
money was to be fent from England for fup- 
< porting that rebellion, he having good oppor- 
tunity, by being Lieutenant of the marches 
oi Scotland, feized it, and wounded Cockburn 
. of Ormifton, one of the conductors of it. For 
which reafon the congregationers rifled his 
houfes, carried off his charter-cheft, and bore 
him deadly hatred ever after, The Earl of 
. ^irran* who as hath been (aid already, had 
.beenfeized. with. a frenzy, kept a perpetual 
grudge at him on this account. The Queen 

and 
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^nd council had endeavoured in vain to make 
up thi$ difference : But at laft it was done in 
\all appearance by means of the Earl of ikfor- 
ray f then only Earl of Mar, and John Knox. 
The latter brought about the reconciliation 
betwixt JLrran and Bothwell, and then jir- 
m/iand Murray were made umpires in the 
quarrel betwixt Bothwell and the laird of Or* 
mifton. Blejfei are the peace-makers. But 
the Earl of Bothwell had no great caufe to 
be thankful on this occafion ; becaufe there* 
by his life and fortune were endangered ; 
for within four days after this reconciliation, 
they prevailed with Arran to accufe him and 
Cap in Hamilton Abbot of Kilwinning, his 
own kinfman, as having confpired to take the ' 
Queen and to put her in Arran's own hands, 
in the caftle of Dumbarton ; and to flay the 
Earl of Murray and Secretary Lethington, 
and others who then were of the miniftry : 
of all which he acquainted the Queen her- 
felf by a letter, and brought in even his own 
father the Puke as acceflbry to thefe defigns. 
The Duke confined him to his chamber .< 
whence he wrote to the Earl of Murray in 
cyphers, a detail of his grievances, and that 
he was in fear of his life, unlefs he ihould be '- 
fuddenly refcued ; which w;as a very direft 
way to bring about the deftru&ion of his fa- 

jther/andtus whole family* Spon_thereaf ter.be 

made 
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made his efcape from his confinement ; and thfe 
Earl of Murray, glad of an opportunity that 
'«night be improved to Cut off tKe next heirs to 
the erown, convoyed him to the Queen then 
at Falkland, where he again repeated all his 
ftories ; upon which the Duke had the caftle 
of 'Dumbarton taken from him, and the Earl 
of Bothwell and Abbot of Kilwinning were 
Committed to prifon ; and although there ap- 
peared about jirran at that time plain eviden- 
ces of a diftempered brain (for he talked of 
Wonderous figns that he faw in the heavens ; 
imagined that he was bewitched, and would 
needs get into the Queen's bed, alledging that 
he was married to her) yet neither could the 
Earl nor the Abbot get themfelves fet at liber- 
ty, till the former made his efcape privily. 
+Arran being further examined about thefe 
things, flood to his accufation of the Earl 
of Bothwell, but began to deny that his 
Own relations knew any thing of the matte/, 
or intended any violerice againft him ; alledg- 
ing that he had been inchanted to fpeak and 
Write the contrary formerly. 

The Gordons were another potent tribe, 
whofe ruin was prqje&ed at thisjunfture: 
And this ? was the occafion laid hold of for 
that purpofe. Alexander Lord Ogilvie had 
taken to wife, at his fecond marriagq, one 
of the Earl of HuntliS* fitters, and for 
* her 
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her dowry had infeft her in a large portion 
Qf his lands in liferent;. After his death, it 
feems, Jhe exchanged that liferent with her 
brother the Earl, for fome other confiderationj 
and he feems to have given it to his fon Sir 
John Garden, who had married his own cou- 
fin, the Lord Ogihie'% daughter, who feems 
to have been provided in fome (hare of her 
fcther'a lands for her portion ; for Jhe is called 
hiy Findlafer in publick deeds. Jamts Lord 
OgihU (on of Alexander, wanted to fucceod 
to the whole, but the law allowed him not z 
Therefore he picks a quarrel with Sir John, 
and, cogger with his own fervants, attacks 
bim and his fervapts on the flreet o£jEdi* 
kurgh, upon the 97th of June i$6z. Some 
t& Jo&n Gordon* % (ervanfe were hurt, but the 
aggpeflpr a was. dangeroufly wounded. Both 
wtre, Committed to prifoo ; but Sir J^bn 
finding Jrimfelf hardly ufed already, and like* 
ly ta.be ftill worfe treated, made his efcape 
put of- the prifoa of Edinburgh Being after- 
ward* S&ed to appear before the Queen and 
her Council, he came and. fubmitted himfelf 
before her in the tolbooth of Aberdeen, en* 
tring htmfclf prifoner, to remain there, or to 

go 

• In the charge agakift Sir John for entring hirafelf pri- 
foner in the caftle of Stirling, it is faid to have. been for 
tht eruelumfitting on the Lord Qgilvi* % although he fet up* 
9a him only in his own defence. 
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go to any other prifbn, as it fliould pleafe her 
Majefty. The Queen ordered him to go 
and remain prifohef ki the provoft of *Aber* 
deen's lodgings, till flie fliould declare her fur- 
ther pleafure in that nlatter : Which he did. 
They had prevailed upon the Queen to raife 
fome forces, and to go to the nbrthern parts 
of the country in the end of Auguft, having 
firft modelled and framed her council to their 
minds, fo as only four, with her fecretary, 
and three or four officers of (late fliould at* 
tend at once, for two months, and after them 
other four for the next two months, and fo 
on. The four who attended her to the 
North, were the Earls of Argile, Mari/bal, 
Mar, afterwards Murray, and Morton. When 
the Queen came to Aberdeen, Huntty. and 
his lady came, with a good train, to wait 
upon her Majefty, and were gracioufly re- 
ceived. When fhe came to Invernefs, the go- 
vernor of the caftle for the Earl of Huntly, 
was . all of a Hidden required to furrender it, 
who having .demurred fome fhort time,' fur- 
rendered it indeed, and was forthwith hang- 
ed. His name was Gordon. John Knox 
tells iis ? that Sir John Gordon had command- 
ed this captain to hold out the caftle, and had 
promifed him relief. But that could not well 
be, for this was upon the third of September, 
and Sir John had only beeo charged upon 

the 
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the fi?ft of that month to quit his prifbn in 
the provoft *£ ^Aberdeen's houfe, and enter 
<himfelf prifotier in the caftle of Stirling^ 
within feven day?> under the pain of treafon: 
Which charge he did riot obey; Therefore^ 
iipon the ioth of that month, there is an aft 
of thfcfe councilors* finding that he had. in- % 
curred the pains of treafon ; and command- 
ing him and his wife and others, to delivef 
his houfes of Firidlater and duchlndown to 
the Queen's officers^ who was to give the 
charge within xxiv; hours under \he pain of 
treafon and forfeiture; And fome foldiers 
were lent to lie about his houfe of Ftndlater^ 
whQ ftaid in Cullen, and were by him fur^ 
prifed; and their captain made prilbner^ and 
the reft difarmed or flain. 

*This was an outrage to which it wbukt . 
feero, he was prompted by the worthy prt 
ty council, who that very day fcna&ed, that 
if the Earl of Huntly, his father, and his 
friends, fhould not appear within a very fhort 
fpace, (even next day if we may truft the 
printed copy of the aft a y I have not aceeft 
Jo the original at prefent) he and they fhould 
be denounced rebels, and that he fhould be di- 
▼efted of all places of ftrength. We find by the 
«fts of their council, that a confiderable num- 
ber of gentlemen of his firname did make 

ff th«i$ 
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their appearance before the Queen upon thfc 
xxvi. day of that month of O&ober, and 
found furety under v£ry high penalties, to 
enter their perfons in prifon, wherever they 
lhould be commanded, without any kind of 
reafon given or ailedged againft them. 

It would feem that the Earl himfelf was 
upon his way to do the like : But the godly 
Prior of St. Andrews, who had got himfelf 
fometime before made Earl of Mar, and du- 
ring this very expedition, had exchanged that 
tarldom for the Earldom of Murray, to 
Which Huntly had a fort of claim, was loth 
to allow that Huntly lhould ever be received 
into favour again. }ie and his aflbciates had, 
in the Queen's name, raifed the inhabitants 
of the fhires of Stirling, Fife, Angus, 
Meains, and Strdthern, and the Queen had 
before that time a good number of men of 
the more northern counties about her. O- 
Ver all thefe Murray got himfelf made the 
Queen's Lieutenant, with acommiflion to pur* 
fue Huntly and Kis children and friends with 
fire arid fword. Huntly was coming for- 
ward, as Murray's admirers fay (for this if 
a yery dark piece of hiftory) with three hun- 
dred men. It is to be remarked, that accord' 
irig to the cuftom of that time, a man of his 
fttion and power, never went upon any 
confiderable errand, without a grand retinue : 

$ut 
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3$.ut Murray lay ia bis \i{ay at Corrkbie* 
with more thousands than he had hundreds. 
r Ti$ fai<$ ther$ enfued ^ battle or engage- 
ment ; but it doth not appear that any one 
of Huntlf% attendants ever drew a fword .: 
Their hiftorians affirm, that not one of his 
opponents was {lain. He had his choice of 
very brave men ; and to fay that he cam$ 
with even three hundred of them, and di4 
not fo much as Ifill qr hurt any of his oppo- 
nents, is plainly to fay, that hfc intended not 
to fight. But whether his furrender was 
voluntary or not, is all one, for he was im- 
mediately ftnothered, and then it was given 
out that he had died fuddenly in their cu- 
ftody. They kept his corps unhuried all 
that winter, and then forfeited him and all 
his pofterity, in the month of May : And that 
they might cut off all the tribe of hjs firname, 
they fQrged treafonable letters ip the Earl of 
Sutbctjand's name, pretending that they found 
them in the dead man's pocket ; upon which 
jhey forfeited him together with Huntly, and 
all the gentlemen of note ot that clan. Sir John 
Gordon was immediately beheaded, or rather 
butchered by an unskilful executioner. jI- 
4<*m, ojie of his younger brothers, although 
.Under age, was deftined to undergo the famp 
Tate; but the Queen would by no means 
Spftfeat t9 tfce execution, George, Jiuntly 9 s 
' *'•" f'f a " " eldea 
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eldeft (on, was with the Duke ofCbaftelberauh, 
his father in law, and was obliged to enter 
himfelf prifoner in the cattle of Edinburgh t 
and afterwards in the cattle of ^Dunbar. He 
alfo was forfeited, without receiving fo much 
as a citation, or copy of his inditement, nay f 
they refiifed to read his inditement in hi$ 
hearing a , before thecboofing of the jury. In 
it he was accufed of treafon committed againft 
the Queen's perfon and the whole nobility 
that ijWere with her at Inverness .: Yet did 
fome of thefe very perfons compofe a part of 
his jury, and the reft were of their relations. 
After he was committed to prifon in *Dunbar 
paftle, they either forged, or furreptitioufly 
obtained a wjirraqt to be figned by the Queen, 
fdirefted to the governor of the cattle, for put- 
ting the Lord Gordon to death. But the go* 
vernor fufpe&ing fome fraud, came in per- 
fon to fee the Queen, and pretended*that he 
had executed her commands.' The Queeij 
denied that ever flie had given ftich orders : 
So he produced thp warrant, which gave hef 
great uneafinefs ; but he foon relieved her, by 
acquainting her that he had not yet obeyeH 
the cruel order : and the Queen 'difcharged 
Jiim from doing lo upon any terms, whatever 
prders he might receive, ifitWasnot from 
Jier own mouth. 

? A& of reduftioa in the records of parliament, i $6y. 
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CHAP. V. . 

* 

'The Earl of Murray V more of en At* 
temps to feize the Crown. 

* 

AFter Murray had thus got the Hqmil- 
tons, the Gordons, and the Earl oiBotb- 
well either cut off, imprifon^d, banifhed, or 
brought \mder, he. began to difcover his 
views ipore openly, fie became exceffively 
fond of the name of Stewart ; he recounted 
the laudable a&s of that family, and how well 
the kingdom had been governed under them; 
and it was great grief to him, that the crown 
was likely to devolve upon another family : 
And for pr.eyenting that, he propofed to the 
jQueen to have the crown entailed upon fomc 
perfons pfher own firname, and that he him* 
•felf flxould be the firft perfon in the entail 
The Queen would not hearken to thepropo- 
fal of defrauding the true heirs: But took the 
Opportunity from this ambitious view of Afar* 
ftf/s to call home tbeEarlofZ*/70#,wUh whofe 
fonfhehad fome thoughts of marrying, and 
•that by advice of her uncle the Cardinal 
pf Lor rain, who pohfidered that the JZnglijk 
jnight perhaps fet up that young man, in op- 
ppjit^a to lief ia the right of fuccefiion to 
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the throne of England. Murray alfo went 
the more readily into the propofal of reftor- 
ing Lenox, becaufc he knew that he would 
be a keen enemy to the Hamilfons, whom 
they both hated mortally. 

The Englijh court had alfo their particular 
finifter views with regard to the Earl of Le- 
nox. In general they hoped, that by this 
means fbme difturbance and commotions 
would be railed in Scotland ? And in parti- 
cular they expefted to have got the lady 
Margaret ^Doughs, his wife, declared a bar 
ftard, that fo they might debar her and her 
pofterity from any claim to the .crown of 
England *, It feemg that the *Douglafes had 
given them hopes that they would bring that 
matter about, in order to deprive her of the 
earldom of +dngus. But Queen Mary pre- 
vented their defigns ; fhe reftored the Earl 
of Lenox to his own Earldom, and got his 1*« 
<Jy to yield her right to the Earldom of *dfc 
gus to the heir-male. 

In the month of February 1565% Henry 
Lord Darnly, Lenox's fi>n, came to Scotland, 
and was well received by the Queen, which 
raifed envy againft him immediately b . Thk 
envy increafed more and more, after it became 
known that hef Majefty had a mind to marry 

him, 

. * See Hayne's ftate papers, p. 380. Bp. Keith's hifk 
f i 268. b Ibid. p. 269, 272> 273, 6c 
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him, in fc much that there were defigra Toimi 
formed to cut trim off, as may bef feen in the 
letters of "Thomas Randolph the Englijb resi- 
dent hi Scotland at that time, in one of which* 
bearing dare the ad day of July 1565 *, ht 
fays, ' What flxall become of him {Darnly) 
' I' know not ; but it is greatly to y be feared 

* that he can have no long life among this 

* people.' In another of the 21ft of that 
month, Randolph writes, that upon an 
indifcreet anfwer which IDarnly had given 
him, he had told *Darnly exprefly, € that he 
1 hoped to fee the wreck and overthrow dF 
4 as many as were of the fame mind with him/ 
which was pretty plain language. Randolph 
did cabal with the malecontents, was made 
privy to their defigns, and promoted and 
encouraged them, being authorifed lotodo. 

The Queen held a great convention of her 
'eftates ^t Stirling, upon the xiv. day <ff 
May, in which they gave their confent to the 
marriage. George Buchanan writes that, the 
Earl of Murray ; perceiving that there would 
be no freedom of voting at that meeting* 
chofe rather to be abfenr, than' to give an o* 
pinion which perhaps might prove fatal to 
hi mfelf, and unprofitable to the publick. And 
that Andrew "Stewart Lord Ochiltree alone 

de> 

'•'Cut. Libr. Cal. B. 10. fid. 22J* 



26t Inquity into the mUrier 

declared openly, that he would nfever.gfod 
his confent to the taking a King of the 
popifh party. But the privy council book 
jhews thdt Murray was a&ually prefent, and 
Ochiltree was not prefent thafrday. 

The parliament was appointed to? meet at 
Edinburgh; upon the xx. day otjuly, and a 
convention to be holder* at Perth; upon the 
loth day oijunei for preparing matters to be 
tranfafted in that parliament. Bat the meet- 
ing of the parliament was prorogued to the 
firft of September ; and it did not hold at all, 
becaufe matters did foon take a new turn. For 

1 a 

the Earls of Murray, Argyle and others en? 
tered into, * eonfpiracy in the town of 
Perth, to flay the Lord Parnty, together 
.with his father, and divers others who were 
about the Queen at that time, and to hav$ 
jhut herfelf up prifoner in Loch levin all the 
days of her life, and Murray to take the go- 
vernment upon himfelf, 

Thefe grand projects were to have freed 
put in execution upon Sunday the firft of Ju± 
fy. The Queen being at Perth had promifed 
to the Lord Livingflon to ftand Godmother 
to his child, who was to be baptized that day 
at his. houfe of Calendar : But the day before* 
fiie was advertifed that there were ambuflies 
kid in the way for intercepting her; for 
^hich purpofe Murray was ftationed at 
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: l^bthl&vin, <Argyle at Caftle-Cantpbell, and 
Ithe Duke of Chajlelherault at Kinneil. The 
Queen therefore caufed the Earl of At hoi 
and the Lord Ruthven, to aflemble fuddenly 
about three hundred men, to accompany her, 
and taking her journey at five o'clock in 
the morning, flie rode full fpeed to the 
Queensferry, and thus fruftrated their defigns 
at that time >f which neverthelefs they conti* 
nued to purfue in another manner. 

This confpiracy is no dubious matter ; k 
is acknowledged and attefted by moft of the 
nobility and clergy of Scotland, and among 
them, by three, who were either of the num* 
ber of the primary confpirators, or joined 
with them, to wit, the Earl of Argyle him* 
felf, the Earl of Rothes, and Lord Boyd, as 
has been faid already a ; they add, that many 
who were in counfel with "Murray, and 
drawn in ignorantly, could then teftify it b ; 
but to pretend ignorance as an excufe for 
themfelves in an affair of this nature,,is a very 
lame apology ; yet was it impoffible to at 
ledge a better. 

The Englijh refident Randolph, who afted 

in concert with the confpirators, writes upon 

| the fourth day of July, * that the Duke and 

[ the Earls of Argyle and Murray had made 

g g a band 

• Above, p. ft* \ Append* p< 558; 359* 
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4 a band to defend each othei* and to affift 

* each other in lawful caufes.' Such bands 
are feldom made but for unlawful caufes; 
and that it was not otherwife in this cafe, Rati' 
dolpb knew well, although perhaps he did 
not, at that time, know the. whole articles of 
their band ; for he had acquainted Cecil, up. 
on the fecond of July *, of a conference that 
he had with Murray fbme time before, by 
which it is plain, that they had engaged to 
rife in open rebellion. 4 With my Lord of 
4 Murray, fays he, I have lately fpoken. He 
1 is grieved to fee thefe extreme follies in his 

* Sovereign ! He lamenteth the ftate of this j 

* country, that tendeth to utter ruin ! He ] 
4 feareth that the nobility fhall be forced to 

* aflemble themfelves. together, to do her ho- 

* nour and reverence, as they are in duty 
€ bound, but at ttre fame time^ to provide 
'-for the ftate, that it do not utterly pe- 
4 rifli ; the whole, country being now broken, 

* and every man living in fuch difcontent- 
' ment, as thsy do. The Duke, the Earl of 

* Argyle and he concur in this, device : Ma- 
4 ny others are like to join them in the fame. 

* What will enfue let wife men judge : I can 

* think but little good to thofe that are the 
< chief occafion of thfife great .alterations that 

4 lately 

* Cotton, Libr. Cal. B. j . fel. 2519. 



of King Hcrtry Darnly. i o jf 

* lately are come amongft us, &c.' To- 
wards the End of this fame letter, he tells 
that he was asked the queftion, ' Whether 
4 the Englijh would receive JLenox and Darn- 
4 ly, if they ftiould be delivered to them at 
4 Berwick f And that his anfwer was, That 
' they neither could nor would refufe their 
1 own in what fort foever they came to them.* • 
Which was but coldly anfwered. It would 
feem that Randolph's choice was to have 
them delivered dead, rather than alive ; for* 
he knew that their death, at lead the youtig 
man's, was projected a month before this} 
for upon the third of June he exjrtefles him-" 
felf in thefe words a : ' David now worketh 
' all, and is the only governor to the King. 
c The hatred towards the King and his family 
' is very great ; his pride in words intole-_ 
# rable. People have fmall joy in this theif 
1 new matter, and find nothing but that God, 
4 muft find him a fhort end, or thera a mi- 
4 ferable life. The dangers of thefe he now 
4 hateth are great : But they find fome fup- 
1 port, that what he intendeth to others, may 
' light upon himfelf . ' 

g g 2 1* 

» Ibid. p. 298. I find Tome variations betwhet this 
copy, and one publifhed by Bp. Keith, hift. p. 282. I 
cannot affirm for a certainty which of them is moft cot- 
red ; but I have given mine prccifdy as J got it, as, no 
doubt; he did alio. 
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In another of his letters he informed Cecil, 
Q. Elizabeth's fecretary, that thefe confede* 
rates had appointed divers of their number to 
let upon ^Darniy after his marriage, who were 
either to kill him, or die themfelves ; and that 
if Q. Elizabeth would affift them, they made 
no doubt but that they fliould be able to 
chafe their own Sovereign Queen into Eng- 
land, Bp. Keith hath already publifhed an 
abftraft of this letter, and there is another 
abftrafl: of it in the Cottonian library % in 
thefe words, as it was tranfmitted to me : 

* September 3, The Lords were forced from 
4 Edinburgh. From Hamilton, they are gone 
4 to Drumlanrig, whofe Lord ^taketh part 
4 with them : From thence either to Drum* 
4 fries or Carli/Ie. The Queen fufpe&s Mor* 
4 ton ; yet hath he not wit to leave her. She 
4 weareth a piftol charged, when in the field ; 

* and of all her troops, her husband only 
4 has gilt armour. Divers of the other fide 

* are appointed to fet upon the Queen's hus* 
4 band, and either kill him, or die themfelves, 

* They expeft relief of more money from 

* England ; Much promifed, but little re* 
4 ceived as yet. If her Majefty will now help 
g them, they doubt not but one country will 
4 receive both the Queens.' 

Thw 

• Calig. b. 10. iU.33jr» 



f of King Henry Darnly. 207 

Thus it is as clear as needs be, that the 
murder of the King, the imprifoning the 
Queen in Lochlevin, the chafing her into 
England, and Murray's taking N the govern- 
ment upon him, were matters all devifecj, a- 
greed on, and communicated to the Englijb 
Queen and her miniftcrs, about eighteen 
months or upwards, before any of them took 
effeft : And they failed not at laft to acconv 
plifh every article of them. 

Richard Banna tyne, one who had been a- 
manuenfis to John Knox, and was appointed 
by the General Aflembly of the kirk, in 
March 1573, to draw up in order the pa- 
pers and fcrolls that Knox had left behind 
him, for the continuation of his hiftory, nar- 
rates, in that continuation, a ftory about 
Knox*i K having joined in the band, or covenant, 
hat was entered into for murdering Darnly. 
Mr, Robert Hamilton, fays he, minifter of 
St. .Andrews, had fpread abroad, and told 
to fundries, that Mr. Knox was as great a 
murderer as any Hamilton in Scotland; if 
all things were well tried ; and therefore 
fhould not cry out fo faft againft murder- 
ers : For, faid Mr. Robert, he had fubferib- 
ed to the death or flaughter of the Queen'9 
husband, the Lord Darnly, with my Lord of 
Murray / . which fhpuld have been done in 
i St. Jpbnjlon. Thefe Words Mr. James Ha- 

miltQn 
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4 milton declared to me,being Mr. Knox's fer- 
* vant ; and alfo (aid, that the faid Mr. Ro- 
4 bert had divers times fpoken the fame unto 
4 him, and . to one called Mr. John Carnegie, 
€ another Regent at that time in the new 
4 College of St. ^Andrews. Which words, 
4 when I heard, I faid, I could not of any 
4 honour conceal the fame, but would avow 
4 him to be the fpeaker thereof to me ; and 

* willed him not to go back therewith. 

* After that I had declared the words to 
4 my mailer, he wrote to Mr. Robert in this 
' manner, "being evil at eafe for the time. 

There is nothing fo fecret but it Jhall be re* 
vealed. 

* Because the inability of my body is fuch, 
4 1 may not do the thing which otherwife I 
' gladly would, I write unto you, not without 

* pain, thefe few words, defiring to be rcfol- 

* ved, whether that ye have affirmed to one 
*vor moe, that ye have feen my fubfcriptiort 
'.and confent to the murder of Lord *Darnly. 
4 Of yojir own confcience and khowledge yd 
4 yourfdf can beft teftify. I crave your 

f anfwer affirmative or negative. 

* 

Subfcribei Jhone Km ox. 
' i 'Which 
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* Which I delivered the xv. of November, 
4 in anno 157 1, and required his anfwer. But 

* his fhifting words, fpoken to me, might 

* have made any man fufficiently believe, 

* that he had fpoken the fame. But * a£ 

* ter long talk, he willed me to give this an* . 
' fwer, That he needed not to have written 

' unto him ; for if he would have feat the 

* the lead boy to his houfe, he fhould have 

* come to him, to fatisfy him : which words 

* I reported again* * 

* Thereafter my matter fhewed the matter 
€ to the Re&or Mr. John Douglas, now made 
' bifhop, and to Mr. John Rutherford, defir- 
' ing them to fpeak to Mr. Robert to fatisfy . 

* this f lander, or elfe to abide by it, or if he 
4 would not, that he would complain to the 

* kirk. Thereafter came faid Mr. Robert, 
4 and talked with my mafter. What it was, I 
4 know* not ; but* when I came in upon them, 
■ my mafter willed me to fhew him that I 
4 told him it ; which I confefled, and Slewed 
4 who fpake the fame to me : Which when I 
4 heard, I faid, I could not, neither of hone- 
' fty, nor honour, conceal the fame ; adding 
4 further, that if I knew my mafter to be fuch 
4 a man, I would not ferve him for all the 
4 gear in St. jlndrews. 

4 Then the trial of the matter was referred 
4 to me Richard Bannantjne, by command of 

my 
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my matter ; whereof I thought Mr. Ifo* 
bert had little will, or none at all. After 
finding opportunity, I confronted the faid 
Mr. James and Mr. Robert together * * * 
which he denied : But the other affirmed in 
his face to be moil true, that he had fb 
fpoken, not only unto him, but alfo unto 
Mr. John Carnegie, to bring Mr- Knox in 
hatred and difdain. Mr. Robert faid he fhould 
caufe the other repent his fpeaking, and 
that he fhould have him before the kirk, 
to make the amends. Then I faid, if ye be 
innocent, and have not fpoken it, ye will do 
fo : but if that be not done, it may eafily be 
known that ye have fpoken the fame. But 
there was no more of it, excepting that he 
faid he fhould caufe Mr. James repent it; 
which he and the reft of the Hatniltons did 
what they could, till at length he was com- 
pelled to leave the College. Others mock- 
ed him, calling him Knox's bird, with fuch 
other taunts. God grant them repenting 
hearts, to acknowledge their defpite which 
they have againft that poor man, becaufc 
he had a favour to Mr. Knox. 9 
From this Cmple narrative, it is to be ob* 
ferved, that altho' in our days, this horrid 
confpiracy, which was formed while the 
Queen was at Perth, is little known, it has 
been pretty well known formerly, None of 

the 
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the parties concerned in this rencounter, dot 
either deny, or call in queftion that there was 
fuch a confpiracy at that time, into which the 
Earl of Murray and his aflbciates entered, 
and that by fubfcription too : On the con* 
trary, they all talk of it, as a known un- 
controverted matter of iaft. And Rnex's 
waving all profecution, and hulhing up the 
bufinefs, by referring the care and enquiry a* 
bout it to this filly fellow his fervant, is more 
than a tacit acknowledgment that he was on 
that plot, and a fubfcriber. It was not to be 
expe&ed that Knox would, willingly incur the 
pains ofhigh treafon, by acknowledging a thing 
of this nature. No ! even Hamilton durft not 
avow publickly that he (aw the deed, with 
the fubferiptions, for to have feen it, and con* 
cealed it, was treafon too : But no man who 
is tolerably acquainted with Knex's temper, 
writings and adions, will believe that he 
would have dropt the matter fo, had he been 
innocent. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The Behaviour of the Conjpirators 
upon their Difapp ointment at the 
Kirk of Baith. 

THE Queen and Lord *Darnly having 
efcaped the ambufcade which was laid 
for them at the kirk of Baitb *, upon the 
firft Day of July, and the plot taken air ; 
the confpirators, to put fome face upon the 
matter, began to turn the cannon, and to 
proclaim that Darnly, in the back gallery of 
the Queen's lodging in Perth, had devifed to 
murder Murray: Arid this was confidently 
affirmed by the Earl of *Argyle, and by jkfor- 
ray himfelf. Had it even been fo, little 
would it hate juitified them, who had entred 
into a combination againft him and the Queen 
too, near three months before he came to 
Perth \ But as it was mod falfe, and very 
flanderous upon IDarnfy, and even prejudici- 
al to the Queen herfelf ; Mr. John Hay her 
Majefty's mafter of requefts, and Mr. Robert 
Crichton her advocate, were fent by the pri- 
vy council to thefe two Earls, upon the xviL 

day 

■ Append, p. 358. Bp. Keith** hilt. p. 291* 
b Letter from Randolph, ibid. p. 272. 
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day of July, 4 to command and charge them, 
4 in the Queen's name, upon their allegiance, 

* and as they would declare themfelves faith- 
4 ful fubje&s and noblemen, to declare, plain- 

* ly,and uprightly, the words and bruit made 
4 to them offaid alledged confpiracy; the 

* form and manner of it, and the name of 
4 the reporter : And that they (hould put 
4 their declaration in writing, and fubfcribe it 
' with their hands, and fend it by the mafter 
4 of requefts and advocate to her Majefty- 
4 Certifying them, that if they fhauld delay; 
' or in any way conceal the fimple truth of 
4 the matter, to the effeft that it might 
1 be brought to a clear trial, that her Mflje- 

* fty would think no otherways of them, but 
'that they themfelves had feigned and in- 

* vented that bruit and tale, out of their owri 

* heads.' 

But this could not be done. Murray affirm- 
ed, * that he was content to t:ome to her Ma- 
f jefty for declaration of the truth of the report, 
4 made to him, as to the alledged confpiracy 
4 of his flaughter in St. Jahnfton, provided he 
4 might be aflured of his life :' Than which 
there could be no greater juggling or trifling. 
For, if he had any fufpicion that his life was in 
danger if he Ihould come to the Queen, why 
(hould he offer to come ? He had only been 
required to fend a true account of the report 

h h 2 of 
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of the device to murder him, the form and 
manner of it, and the reporter's name ; in 
whfchfefurely there could be ao kind of dan- 
ger. And who can doubt but that he would 
have done this, if he could, or if there had 
been the leaft grain of truth in the (lory ? 
However, to cut off this pretence alio, the 
Queen and council, with a great convention 
of the nobility, upon the xix. day ofjufy, 
lent him a very ample ' adurance for his life, 

* and that he ihould be free from all bodily 
f harm : That neither he, nor any of hi* 

* company ihould be molefted* or in any fort 
4 grieved, or troubled, in bodies or goods; 
4 in their coming and repairing towards 
4 her Majefty, remaining or departing, 
4 and while he and they fhould be returned 
4 to the fame place from whence they came, 

4 in full liberty, at their pleafure »/ Along 
with this affurance the Queeb 'fent a charge 
by an officer of sfrrns, that he ihould make 
his appearance before her within three day* 
after he Ihould receive it. 

But this condefceniton availed nothing i 
Murray had nothing to fay for himfelf : But he 
caufed theLord Er skint and Sir John MaxxveH 
fo^cquaint the Queen, ' how ardent his defire 

5 was to declare the due obedience which he 

• owed 

a Afta of privy council, which may be fien printed in 
m appendix tp Bp. fcaith'* hift, p. iq6— 119* 
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* owed to her Majefty; and for discharging 
4 of himfelf of fuch bruites as had been re* 

* ported by him, with regard to the alledged 
4 confpiracy of his flaughter 1* Upon this a 
new afliirance was fent to him, upon the 28th 
day of July, the day before her marriage 
with Darnly, which ferved to no manner of 
purpofe; for Murray* % plot was only to 
drive away time, till he and his aflbciates 
fhould be in readinefs to appear in arms a- 
gainft the Queen and her husband. They 
had already made application to Queen Eli- 
zabeth for money, to enable them to carry on 
their rebellion. On the fourth day of July, 
immediately after disappointment in their 
plot for flaying T&arnly and feizing the Queen, 
they had made Randolph write to Cecil, l that 
4 left they fhould feera to defire any fuch funr, 

* as the greatnefs thereof fhould feem a burden 
to her Majefty, and that way difcourage het 
altogether from doing any thing at all ; they 
thought, that if her majefty would beftow 
only three thoufand pounds Sterlingfor that 
year, (except fbme force were brought in 
agataft them) that they fhould be able very 
well to bring this realm in reft and quiet- 
nefs ; and the money to be beftowed as they 
would anfivtr to God, as fhould be moft 
apparent to the well of both the countries, 

i and furtherance of thefe two principal can- 

'fes 
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4 fes £ religion and amity with England] in 
' the defence of which they promife, and 
' have s work, to adventure their bodies, 
4 and fpend their goods, to the uttermoft of 

* their powers.' ^ 

- Q. Elizabeth animated them by a letter 
the xoth of that month, ' that fo long as they 

* intended nothing but the maintenance of 

* true religion, to the honour of God, and 
1 confequently uphold their Sovereign's eftate, 
4 and did alfo nourifh the amity beween 

* the two realms, (he fhould allow them, 
' and fo efteem of them, as in all juft and ho- 

* nourable caufes they fhould .find her tore- 

4 gard their ftate and continuance. De- 

.firing Randolph to affure them,* " that they 
f 4 doing their duty, if by malice, or pra&ice, 
< c they fliould be forced to any inconveniency, 

: " they fhould not find lack in her, to regard 
gt them in th$ir truth! 

" Encouraged by thefe hints and profflifes* 
and having received money from, England, 
the rebels, who had. hitherto lurked in fmali 
f parties, in different places, began to aflemble 
themfelves together, and then broke out in 
open and avowed rebellion. The Queen 
raifed forces alfo ; the Earl of Both well Ihe 
called home, and the Lord Gordon fhe re- 
lieved out of prifon, upon fureties given, in 
border to be reftor'd to his father's eftate, and 

that 
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that file might have the affiftance of thefe two 
againft her mod ungrateful and truly unna- 
tural rebels and traitors* She inarched out 
herfelf at the head of her army, about the m 
*6th day of j&uguft, to purfue them. When 
(he was come to St. Andrews, there came to 
her hands a very imperious letter from thefe 
rebels, of which no better account is to be 
had than from the proclamation made in the. 
King and Queen's name, upon their receiving 
it: viz. < That as in this uproar lately raifed up 
' againft us, by certain of our rebels and their 
4 affifters, the authors thereof, to feel the eyes 
1 of the firnple people, have given them to un> 
4 derftand, that the quarrel which they had in 
4 hand was only religion, thinking with that 
' cloke, to cover their other ungodly defigns j 
' and fo, under pretence of that plaufible ar- 
4 gum e in, to draw after them a large tail of 
4 ignorant perfons, eafily to be feduced : 
4 Now, for prefervation of our good fubjefts, 

* whofe cafe were to be pitied, if they blind* 
' ly fhould be fuffered to be entrapped in lb 
4 dangerous a fnare, it hath plcafed thegoodnefs 
' ofGod,byth'e utterance of their own mouths 
' and. writings to us, to difcover the poifbn 
4 that before lay hid in their hearts ; albeit to 
4 all perfons of clear judgment, the fame was 

* evident enough -before. For what other 
i thing might move the principal raifers of 

this 
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this tumult, to put themfelves in arms a* 
gainft us, fo unnaturally, upon whom we 
had beftowed fo many benefits, but that the 
great honour we did unto them, they be- 
ing thereof mod unworthy, made diem to 
misknow themfelves ? And that their infat* 
able ambhion could hot be fatisfied with 
heaping riches upon riches, and honour up- 
on honour, unlefs they might receive in 
their hands us, and our whole realm, to be 
led, ufed, and difpofed, at their pleafure ? 
But this could not the multitude have per- 
ceived, if God, for difclofing of their hypo 
crify, had not compelled them to utter 
their unreafonable defire to govern. For 
now, by letters fent from themfelves to us, 
they make plain profefEon, HTbtt tie eft* 
bli/bing religion will not content them ; but 
we tnuft perforce be governed by fucb couth 
cil as Jhall pteafe tbem to appoint unto us r 
A thing fo far beyond all meafure, that we 
think the only mention of (b unreafonable 
a demand, is fufficient to make their neap- 
eft kinsfolk their mod mortal enemies, and 
ail men'to run on them, without further 
fcruple, that arc zealous to have their na» 
tive country to remain ftill in the ftate of ft 
kingdom, 

1 For what elfe is this, but to diflblve the 
* whole policy, and ; in a manner, to invert 

' the 
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* the very order of nature ? to make the 
• ' Prince obey, and the fubjefts to command! 

' die like was never demanded of any of our 
4 moft noble progenitors heretofore : Yea 
'not of Governors nor Regents, but the 
4 Prifices,or fuch as occupied their place, ever 

* choofe their council of fuch as they thought 
4 moft fit for the purpofe. 

* When we ourfelves were of lefs age, and 

* at our firft arrival in our realm, we had 

* free choice of our council, at our pleafure 1 

* And now, when we are at our full majori- 
4 ty* lhall we brought back to the ftate of pu- 
Vpils and minors I or be put under tute- 

* lage ? 

* So long as fome of them bore the whole 
'fwing with us themfelves, this matter 
' was never called in queftion : But now, 

* when they cannot be longer permitted ta 
< * do, and undo, all things at their appetite, 

4 they will put a bridle in our mouths, and 
4 give us a council chofen after their fan- 
<tafy. 

.-' This is the quarrel of RELIGION, 
1 which they made you believe they had in 

* hand ! This is the quarrel for which they 
' would have you to hazard your lives, lands, 
4 and goods, in company of certain rebels, 
4 againft your natural princes 1 To fpeak it 
I ia good language, they vjquU fa KINGS 

i i . ' tbm> 
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tbemfehes ; or at the baft, farting to us the 
bare name and title, take to themfelves the 
whole ufo and adminiftmion of the king- 
dom. 

4 We have thought good to make publi- 
cation hereof unto you, to the end ye fuf- 
fer not yourfelves to be deceived, under 
pretence of religion, to follow them, who, 
preferring their particular advancement to 
the publick tranquillity, and having no cafe 
of you, in refpeft of themfelves, would, if 
ye will hearken to their voice, draw you. tf- 
ter them, to your utter deftrudion, Aflut- 
ing you, that, as you have heretofore had 
good experience of our clemency, and Ufa- 
der our wings enjoyed in peape the poflef 
fion of your own goods, and lived at liberty 
of your confeience ; fo may ye be in foil af- 
fnrance of the like hereafter^ and have tts 
always your good and. loving Princes, fo 
many as fhall contain yourfelves in due o- 
bedience, and do the office of faithful and 
natural fubje&s. Given under our %net, 
and fubferibed with our hands, atSi.-^dn* 
drnvs the third k day of Septemtxr, add 
of our reign, the firft and xxiii. years. 

After 

. * It U fo written in the council book 5 but it wo^ld 
feetn that it ought to have been of the fame date with the 
faktunt, viz. the xii. of September. 
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, Alter this the Queen returned by *Dundee 
tzkxog fureties and bands from divers perfbn* 
for keeping the peace ; and being informed 
that the rebels had come to Edinburgh, fhe 
came thither alfo ; but they had been forced 
from that city long before her coming, and 
had gone to Lanerk and Hamilton, and after 
that to 'Dumfries, to which place flie purfued 
them, and chafed them into England, about 
the 8 th day oWftofor* 



CHAP. VIII. 

By what means the Earl of Murray 
got Footing again in Scotland. 

AFter Murray and his aflbciates were dri- 
ven out and baniflied, perceiving that 
they had not fufficient ftrength to cope with 
the- Queen, they had recourfe to ftrata* 

Jjem : And they and their favourers unhappi- 
y fell upon a method to difturb all her a£ 
fairs, by means of one of whom it was not t<> 
have been expefted, even by the weaknefe 
and rafhnefs of her own husband. 

The Queen had already done him all the 
honours that lay in her power. She reftored 
bis father to his Earldom, and had created 

i i a himfelf 
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himfelf Earl of Rofs and Duke of Albany \ 
Yea, by the confent of a convention of the 
three eftates, fhe had married him, and gives 
him the title of King, ordaining, ' That alt 
4 letters to be direfted after the marriage, and 
4 during the continuance thereof, ihould be 
' in his name and her name, as King and 
' Queen of Scotland conjunftly. All ho- 
4 nour, fays Randolph a , that may be attri* 

* buted unto any man by a wife, he hath 

* it wholly and fully. Ail praife that 

* may be fpoken of him, he laketh not 
4 from herfeif. All dignities that fhe can 

* endow him with, are already given and 

* granted. No man pleafeth her that con* 

* tenteth not him. And what may I| fay 

* more ? She hath given over unto him her 
f whole will, to be ryled and guided as him- 
4 felf beft liketh. She can as much prevail 
4 with him in any thing that is againft his 
4 will, as your Lord/hip may with me, to 
4 perfuade that I fhould hang my felf. This 
4 laft dignity, out of hand, to have him pro* 
4 claimed king, fhe would have had deferred 

* until it were agreed by parliament, or till 

* he himfelf had been twenty one years of 
4 age, that things done in his name might 
4 have the better authority. He would in no 

1 cafe 

■ Letter from Randolph to Leicefler, 31ft July ijtff. 
Cotton. Libr, Cal. B. 9. fol. 918. 
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teafe have* it deferred one day ; and either 



now or never.' 



T?his, by the bye, fliews how uncautious 
ftie forgers of the pretended letters to Both* 
\vell have been, for in them this King Henry 
fe reprefented as the mod humble and com*'' 
plaifant husband to his Queen that ever \vas- 
In the world a . . It ought to have been Co 
indeed : Bat the direft contrary is certain, 
not only from this letter, but from many o- 
ther documents* fome of which fliall appear 
immediately. 

' The Earl of Murray, and all his accompli- 
ces in the rebellion, being driven out of the 
kingdom, and moft juftly declared fugitives, 
the young King thought there could be no 
further danger ; and that there remained no- 
thing now to be done, but tliat he fliould 
aggrandize himfelf as much as poffibly could 
be done ; and therefore wanted to get the ma- 
trimonial crown, that is, to be crowned as king 
during the marriage, without delay. This was a 
thing that could not be done regularly, or effe- 
ftually without confent of parliament, and on 
or before the firft day of 'December^he parlia- 
ment had been appointed K> meet,upon the 4th' 
fay of February next to come Mdlxvi. in 
1 which this matter was to have beefi treated, and 
the rebels, his enemies, who caufelefly fought 

hi* 

» Bp.-Keith's hilt. p. 328; 3*?» ' ' 
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his life, were to have been forfeited ; and this 
was a proper iime. But that meeting of the 
parliament was prorogued till the 7th day 
q{ .April, as is moil ufual in fuch cafes ; for k 
is well known that parliaments feldom aflerabJe 
vpoft the day firft appointed ; but foroetimes 
after two or three consecutive prorogations. 
This delay however raifed the young King's 
choler to a very high degree. m There wtfre? 
at court, and on the privy council, forae 
traitors, who were in the intereft of the ba* 
nifhed rebels, and at the devotion of th$ 
Queen of England and her court ; more par- 
ticularly James ^Douglas Earl of Morten, and 
Patrick Lord Ruthven. Of the fame number 
>rere Patrick Lord Lindfay, a forward in- 
confidence man, and divers others of left 
note. Thefe men, efpecially the two firft 
named, perceiving the King to ftomach this 
difappointment, began to lament his bad u* 
(age. What pity it was that fuch a graceful 
hopeful prince, fliould be thus thwarted 
in his juft defigns! And fuch a husband 
to be in a kind of fubjeSion and dependency 
Upon his wife, was againft the order of nature ; 
for fee in all things ought to be fubfervient 
and obedient to her husband's will and incli- 
nation. This could be owing to nothing but 
the finlfter advices of her new evil counfellors ; 
fuch as the Earls of Huntty, fiothwell and 

AtboU 9 
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ef King Henry Darnly. My 

*dtbele> with the Lords Fleming and Living- 

Jlom> Sir James Balfour* and T>avid Ratio her 

fecretary lor her affairs in France. Unfefe 

thefe people be taken out of the way, there 

. wore finaH hopes that he would foon attain 

; to that which he fo mroch defired and defer- 

.Yed. B«t had he been fo fortunate as to hate 

bad ^ Eark of Afornyi, Argile, and Rothes 

an the council, a man of his defert had not 

, Ve$n fo fljgjyjngly fet by or put off* Thefe 

. ty$re the men who had the welfare of their 

*$tiye country at heart ! men truly religions ! 

£qre*e lovers of justice and equity ! and who 

pfticj always dne regard to virtue and true 

merit ! But the reft ftudicd nothing, ta&tbcir 

own preferment and private interefts. A very 

^lamentable cafe ! But what remedy ? 

By thefe and the like falfe and treacherous 
aflertions and infinuations, the King being 
Winded with ambition, was {educed* He be- 
gan to liften to their jfropofals, and even his 
father Lenox entered into their meafuree. 
Murray in a ftate of perfeft defperarion, had 
ufed all the intereft that could be thought of 
with every perfon that could be fuppofed to 
have the leaft influence to prevent his for- 
feiture, from the Englijb Queen Elizabeth, 
down to David Rizio, Queen Mart's fecre- 
tary for her foreign affairs ; but all in vain ; 
till llarnly, whom of all men he moil hated, 

took 
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took up this frozen viper to warm it in hie 
bofom, who, in all human probability, muft 
. otherwife have perifhed, or pined away in 
mifery. By which means he procured him- 
felf to be murdered, his father to be flain, his 
mother to be poifoned a , and his matchlefs 
Queen to be murdered : Only his ion, then 
• unborn, narrowly efcaped deftruflion : But 
the influence of . this (ingle a& expended 
itfelf much further even to the murder of 
his grandfon, and. the dethroning and exil- 
ing his great grandchildren and pofterity. 
« The treafonaWe and wicked confederacy, or 
: covenant, into which they entered upon this 
\ pccafion, was as follows b : 
- ♦ « • ~ • 

Certain 

* 

r 
* 

• Upon her being reconciled to Queen Mary, and per- 
ceiving how (he had been grofly impofed upon by the ' 
Englifh court in relation to Q. Mary's aclidhs, (he was 
poifoned by the Earl of Leicefter, Q. Elizabeth's Minion. 
b Cotton. Libr. Cal. B. 9. fol. 298. & alibi. This co* 
• py is more full* and complete than that in the fame 
library.* Julius F. 90. pSblifljed by Bp. Keith, Append, 
p. 120. 
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Certain ARTICLES to be fulfilled fy 
James JEJar/ ^/Murray, Archibald jEar/ 
of Argyle, Andrew Earl of Rothes; Rb- 
feERT Lord Boyd, Andrew Lord Ochil- 
tree, tf nd theh Accomplices, to the noble ana 
mighty Prince HENRY King of Scot- 
land, Husband to our fovereign Lady. 
Which articles the faid perfons do offer 
with the great ejl humility, lowlinefs and fer* 
vice to the faid noble Prince : For whom td 
God they pray I 

In Jri&isj The' laid £arls, Lords, and 

ftieir Accomplices fliall become, and, by the 

tenor hereof, do become true fubje&s, men* 

and faithful fervants to the noble arid mighty 

Prince Hfett&Y by the grace of God, King of 

Scotland, aftd husband to our fbvereign Lady; 

that they, and all others who will do for 

them, fhall take a leel part in truth with* the 

faid Prince, in all his affairs, caufes and 

quarrels Against whomsoever it be, 

to the utteirmoft of theft powers ; and fliall be 

friends to his friends, and enemies to his 

toemies ; and neither fpare their lives, lands, 

goods or pofleffions. 

. II. Item, The faid fiarls, Lords, an(J the'rf 
Accomplices, fhal),- at the firft Parliament, of 

k b other 
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other parliaments that ftiall happen to fee, 
after their returning within this realm, by 
themfelves, and others, that have voice ra 
parliament, confent, and by thefe prefents da 
confent,now as then, and then as now, to grant 
and give the crown matrimonial to the faid 
noble Prince, for all the days of his life. And 
if any perfbn or perfons, do withftand or gain- 
fay the fame, the faid Earls, Lords, and their 
accomplices, ftiall take fuch .part as the (aid 
noble Prince takes, in what fort foever it be, 1 
for obtaining of the faid crown, againft all \ 
and whofoever that live or 4ie may ; as fhall 
bed pleafe the faid noble Prince. 

III. Item The faid Earls, Lords, and their 
accomplices, fhall fortify and maintain the faid 
noble Prince, in his juft title to the crown of 
Scotland, failing offucceflion of our fbvereiga 
Lady ; and fhall juftify and fet forward the 
fame at their uttermoft power. And if any 
manner of ferfon will ufurp, or gainfay the 
faid juft title, the faid Earls, Lords, and their 
accomplices, fhall maintain, defend, and fee 
forward the fame, as beft fhall pleafe the 
the faid noble Prince, without fear of life, or 
death : And fhall feek and purfue them that 
ufurp, as fhall pleafe the faid noble Prince 
to command ; to extirpate them out of the 
realm of Scotland, or take ai^d slaT n 

THEM. 

IV. 
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IV. Item, As to the religion which was efta- 
blifhed by the Queen's Majefty, our fove* 
reign Lady, fhortly after her arrival in this 
-realm, whereupon afts and proclamations 
were made, and now again granted by the 
faid noble Prince to the faid Earls, Lords, and 
their accomplices ; they and every one of 
them, fhall maintain and fortify the fame, at 
their uttermoft power, and by the help, fup- 
port and maintenance of the (aid noble Prince* 
And if any perfbn or perfdns will gainfay the 
fame, or any part thereof, or begin to make 
any troubles, tumult or uproar for the fame, 
the laid Earls, Lords and their accomplices 
fhall take afald, true and plain part with the 
faid noble Prince, againft the faid contemners, 
or ufurpers, at th^ir uttermoft,. 
V. Item, As they are become true fubje&s, 
men,, and fervants to the faid noble Prinee, fa 
fhall; they be leel and true to hrs Majefty, as 
h becometh true fubjefts to their own natural 
Prmce y and, as true* and faithful fervants* 
ferve their good matter, with their bodies, 
goods, lands and poffeffionsj and fhall nei- 
ther fpare Me nor death in fetting forward 
all things that may be to the advancement 
and honour of their noble Prince. 

VI. Item, The faid Earls, Lordsr and their 
accomplices fhall labour at the Queen of 
England's hands, for the relief of the faid 

kka Prince's 
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Prince's mother and brother, by themfelves^ 
and fuch others as they may procure, to the 
uttermoft of their powers, that they may be 
relieved out oft ward, to remain in England 
freely, or to repair into Scotland, as they 
lhall think mod expedient, without let or 
impediment to herfelf, her fon, their fef vants 
pr moveable?. 

VII. Item, The faid Earls, Lords, an4 
their accomplices, {hall labour by themfelves, 
and others that will do for them, at the 
Queen of England's hands, that the (aid 
noble Prince may have her kindnefs, good* 
will and affiftance in all his Majefty's honour* 
able andjuft caufes, againft wb&tfoever fo* 
feign prince who fhall moleft pr ye$ him. 

Buchanan, Mehill and Spottifivood are ve? 
ry full in praife of Murray, for piety, mode- 
ration and other virtues : But this paper 
fliews his true character. No man who had 
the leaft humanity about him, would have 
engagedto murder innocent people in cold 
^>lood, as he and his aflbciates do here. 

In return" for all thefe mighty promifes and 
"undertakings, the young King came under 
jhe following obligations to thefe rebel? : 
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if King Henry Darnly, %^\ 



Certain ARTICLES to be fulfilled by 
the noble and mighty Prince Henry King 
ef Scotland, husband to our fovereign Lady, 
ef-bis Majefty*s mere mercy f clemency and 
good-will, to James Earl 0/Murray, Ar- 
chibald Earl of Argyle, Alexander 
Earl of Glencairn, Andrew Earl of Ro- 
thes, Robert LordBoyd, Andrew Lord 
Stewart of Ochiltree, and certain others 
remaining in England, 

I. FIRST, The faid noble Prince 
(hall do his good-will to obtain to them a re* 
million, if they require the fame, for all faults, 
pr crimes, bypaft, of whatever quality or con* 
dition they be : And if that cannot be obtain 
ed at the firft time, he flxall perfevere in fuit- 
ing pf the fame, until it be obtained ; and at 
fhe laft, fliall give them a free remiflion for 
all crimes, fo fpon as we are placed, by their 
help and fupply, to the crown matrimonial ; - 
And, in the mean time,fhall (lop and make im- 
pediment, fo much as liethin us, that they 
be not called nor accufed for. whatever 
crime : And prefcntly freely remit and for- 
give the aforefaid Earls, Lords and their ac- 
complices, all crimes committed againft us, 
gf^hatfoever quality or condition they 
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be ; and do bury and put the fame in oblivi- 
on, as they had never been ; and fliall receive 
them, at their returning, thankfully, and 
with heartinefs, as others our true and faith* 
ful fubje&s, 

II. Item, yf$ fliall not fufFer, by our good 
wills, the aforefaid Earls, Lords, and their 
accomplices tp be called, or accufed in par- 
liament, nor fufFer any forfeiture to be led 
againft them, but fliall flop the fame, to our 
uttermoft power. And if any perfoi* or per- 
fon$ pretend otherwife, we lhall neither con- 
lent to the holding of the parliament, aor 
yet fliall grant to their forfeiture willingly, 
bujt fliall lett « the feme to our Itf termoft 
power, as faid is, 

III. Item, That the faid Earls, Lords, and 
their accomplices, returning within the realmt 
of Scotland, we fliall fufFer and permit them 
to ufe and enjoy all their lands, tacks, fteed- 
ings, benefices, that they, or any of them, 
had before their pafTing into England. And 
if any manner of perfon do make imped^ 
ment in the peaceable enjoyment and brook* 
ing of the faid lands, fteedings, benefices* 
tacks, rooms and pofleflions, the fame being 
made known unto us, we fliall fortify and 
maintain them, to the uttermoft of our 
powers, for die obtaining of the fame* 

IV. 
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TV. Item, As to the faid Earls, Lords, 
Bind their accomplices religion, we are con- 
rent and confent that they ufe the fame, con- 
form to the Queen's Majefty's articles and 
proclamation made thereupon, fhortly after 
her highnefs's return out of France. And if 
uny perfon or perfbns, pretend to make im« 
pediment thereto, or to trouble them for u* 
fing the fame, we fhall take part with the a- 
forefaid Earls, Lords, and their accomplices, at 
our uttermoft powers ; and after their return- 
ing, upon their good bearing and fervices to 
be done to the faid noble Prince, fhall, by 
their advice, confent to the eftablifhing of the 
religion now profefled ; and (hall concur with 
them, if any perfon do withftand them, 

V. Item, We fhall fortify and maintain the 
faid Earls, Lords and their accomplices, as a 
natural Prince fhould do to his true and o- 
bedient fubjeds, and as a good matter fhould 
fortify and maintain his true and natural fer- 
vants, againft whomfover, in all their juft 
caufes and quarrels* 

Thus undutifully did *Darnly ufurp to 
himfelf the whole power and authority, tak- 
ing upon him to pardon thefe men, who had 
fo unreafonably broke out into a rebellion, 
and had confpired to murder himfelf: And not 
only was he to pardon them, but he and 

they 
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they were to defend one another, , againft a 
who would gainfay them, not excepting th 
Queen herfelf, as (he complains in her let- 
ters fent to the Archbifhop of Glafgow 'her 
ambafladour iri France a < 

But had not the Queen giveri fome provo- 
cation to her husband in feveral fhapes, as hy 
changing the order of their ftfbfcriptions ; fb 
that although immediately upon his mar- 
riage, fhe had appointed, that in* all publick 
writings his name fiiould be before her own ; 
which had been done accordingly for fbme 
time ; yet did not fhe afterwards invert thef 
order, and put her own name firft ? Was not 
the feme order inverted upon the coined mo- 
ney alfo ? Did file not caufe make an irort 
cachet, or ftamp, for the King's fubfcription> 
and give the keeping of it to 'Dawid Bjzio t 
Do not our hiftorians narrate all thefe things ? 
And hatb not James An&erfon verified their 
aflertions, by engraving the medal that was 
{truck on occafion of Dafnly's marriage with 
the Queen b , on which his name hath place be«* 
fore the Queen's name, but on all their othef 
coins her name ftands foremoft ? He faw alfo/ 
in the Earl of Pembroke's library, one copy of 
the a&s of the parliaments of Scotland, publifh- 
cd in the year 1566, with a privilege from 

Henry 
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T enry and Mary, King and Queen of Scot- 
iancl, for priming fhem ; and in another co- 
py is a privilege by Ker alone ; both of the 
fame date; viz. the firft of June 1566; tip- 
on which he makes this flirewd obfervatibn % 

* That the edition of thefe afis was finifhed 

* the 2.8th day of November thereafter, being 

* about teh weeks before King Henry's mur- 

* der.' From which his co-operators do infer> 
that the Queen not only changed the order of 
placing their names and fubferiptiohs, but en- 
tirely heglefted him, by throwing tfut his namd 
altogether. All thefe things are told indeed 
by fome hiftorianS, who are the mote naugh- 
ty men for their pains, bedaufe there is not 
one (ingle article amongft the whole that is 
not either altogether falfe, or quite mifrepre- 
tented; 

For as to the placitig the Queferi's namd 
before his in publick writings, the royal ar- 
chives do contain many hundreds of charters, 
donations, confirmations, &c. t6 be feen re- 
corded in the books of the gf eat and privy 
feal, among which I never could find one that 
had the Queen's name before the King's. Nor 
was ever the form of their fubferiptions alter* 
ed ; for by fevetal original papers, to be 
feen in the fame place, 4nd others in the up- 

11 per 
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per parliamenfchoufe, the exchequer,, and 
elfewhere in private hands, it appears that 
the King's fubfcription was always uniformly 
on the right hand of the Queen's, from the 
d^y of his marriage to the day of his death a ; 
whether that is to fubferibe firft or laft, let o* 
thers determine ; 'tis nothing at all to th« 
prefent purpofe. I have divers letters in my 
hand juft now fo fubfcribed, of which one is 
an order to the captain, conftable, and keep T 
ers of the caftle of Dunbar, to fet the Lord 
Gordon at liberty, to pafa where it ihoulcj 
pleafe him, dated at Edinburgh the third day 
viAugufi 1.565, being the fixth day after their 
marriage* Another of them is a precept di* 
rcfted to the Provoft of Edinburgh, in the 
end of March 1566, the very ijionth jq 
which the Queen had been made prifoner, 
and "David Rizio murdered-in her pretence ; 
it is alfo fubfcribed by them both, in the very 
fame manner as the reft : Andin this it is ob- 
fervablc that the fecretary, or clerk, who 
wrote it, had written over the top of it the 
word, Rkgina only, which is.corre&ed, as 
it would feem by the Queen's own hand, and 
made Rex &t regina. 

When Henry was npt preftnt, which was 
the cafe pretty often> certainly neither letters 

nor 
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Mor charters could bo fubfigndd by h*m> nor 
was itreafonable that ail bufinefs fhould be at 
a (land, for his wilful unnecfcflary abfcnce. 
The charters however went all in the names 
of Henry and Mary King and Queen of Scot- 
land: Sp alfo did many of the miflive letters ; 
others of thefe that were of leis moment, were 
fo contrived as that they might be figned ei- 
ther by both, or by the Queen alone, if her 
husband was not to be found ; and feme 
it behoved her to fign alone, although they 
had been written fo as to require both their 
{ubferiptions : Such a one is a licence to Sir 
Simon Prefton, and his vaflak, to flay at home 
from the company that paft with the Queen 
co Jedburgh in OBober'i^6 9 becaufe he 
wag Provoft of Edinburgh ; and therefore 
was to attend, upon that office. It is dated 
*t Edinburgh the vii. day of OBober r the fe- 
fond and xxiiii years of their reigns, 1566; 
which fliews that it was defigned that both 
Jhould h*ve fubfcribed, but s the King had 
made an idle elopement, and the Queen fub* 
fcribed alone inthis unufual form, marie R.fiaK 
This might do at home ; But when letters 
were to be fent to Princes or ftates abroad, 
they could Qot go in both their Majeftie's 
names, unlefs he could be got to fign them ; 
for that would have made a *ery mean ap- 
f^araucc ; Hence it is that akho' raoft foreign 

1 1 a letters 
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letters went in both their names; yet are there 
fome that bear only the Queen's name, An^ 
what of all this? Such letters as thefe arc not 
the things meant in the proclamation, but on- 
ly writings that pad the feals, proclamations or 
the like. She muft be a forry wjfe indeed, 
who may not write a letter of congratulation, 
recommendation, or even concerning other bu- 
(inefs, but muft fubmit that all matters ihould 
be ftopt entirely thro* her husband's abfence. 
The truth is, there was no fear that ever he 
Ihould incur either danger or difparagement 
by the Queen's figning any papers without 
him ; how happy had it been for him that he 
had figned none without her! 

As to the ftamp which they fay was made 
%o be ufed in his abfence, the Queen's fign- 
ing fo many papers alone, almoft proves that 
there was never any fuch thing : And had 
it been fo, it was no ftrange or uncommon 
matter, All I lhall fay further about it is, 
that although I have feen near a hundred of 
King Henry*s fubferiptions manual, I never 
yet met with the mark of Their iron ftamp. 

The privilege for printing the afts of par- 
liament, which is printed before the firit edi- 
tion of them, in the King and Queen's name^ 
about which James Anderfon makes his 
fpeech, hath been feen by many in Scotland, 
Who ijeyer went to Pembroke's library for a 
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flgjht of it, for other copies have it oefides 
his Lordflfip's, and, I hope, are of equal au- 
thority. His obfervation that the edition was 
finiflied only about ten weeks before the King 
was murdered, is true enough : But what 
would have been the inference, had it been 
finiihed only ten days before his murder, is 
not eafily to be comprehended.. Is there 
not fome reafon to fufpeft from his dealing 
thus in dark infinuations, that he knew that 
this privilege flood recorded in the 34th 
book of the privy-feal regifter, in both the 
'King and Queen's name ? How then was the 
Queen concerned, if fome copies, by the prin- 
ter's fault, came abroad in her name only ? 
We . are confidently told indeed by others, 
that the privilege was called in, and the 
King's name ftruck out of it. It were to-be 
wiflied that, inftead of bare confident afler- 
tions, they would for once prove fomething 
material for their purpofe. This error might 
have eafily happened in the printed book,-by 
the compofitor's lazinefs, in taking up two 
or three lines of an old fummons or proclama- 
tion ; or it might have been done of defign, 
by the fraud of the Earl of Murray their he- 
ro, or fome of his aflbciates, of whom not a 
few were in the commiflion for printing the 
afts, as appears by the commiflion itfelf; 
which is prefixed to them, and \% erroneoufly 

printe4 
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printed after the very fame manner. May 
&ot,yea, muft we not therefore rather conclude 
that thefe errors were committed in the print- 
ing ? and that the privilege was amended af~] 
terwards, beeaufe it was not according to 
the original ? It is to be obferve4# that in 
the printed copies wliich bear the Queen's 
name alone, a great vacancy regained in the 
fecond page, and, according to the faihion that 
obtained in thofe days, when any fuch va- 
cancy happens, the printer has fttortned the 
Jaft lines both at beginning and tend, fo as to 
make them form the appearance of what 
the carpenters call a dov£ tail inverted; and 
that faihion i$ generally obferved through- 
out the book, where fuch vacancies happen; 
but in the copies that bear the King's name 
$ifo, that form is not obferved, which is a 
Uronger prelum prion that it was not done at 
the fame time with the reft of the book, thaa 
nil that they have to fay to the contrary. 

All the money coined for current ufe du- 
ring this marriage, and appointed by autho* 
jrity to have courfe at a fixed and determinate 
value, as the publick money of the kingdom, 
doth bear the Queen's name before her hus- 
band's ; but upon the medal (truck upon the 
marriage, which was not publick money, nor 
done by authority (for any man may ftrike a 
medal) the King's name is foremoft ; And 

even 
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even this is an indication that it had been ths 
Queer's intention to allow hia name to pre* 
cede her o\yn upon the coin alfo j but unlucki- 
ly the clerks who drew up the proclamations 
had only fpecified publick writings. When 
therefore upon the xxii, day of December^ 
near five months after the marriage, the pri» 
vy council took in«> theit* confideration the 
bufinefs of a new coinage, of which they 
were the only judges* excepting the parlia* 
ment, finding in their own record, that wrkv 
kigs only had been named and appointee! to 
fyear the King's name in the firft place, they 
interpreted the ad ftri&ly; and,becau(e there 
was nothing in it about the money, they en* 
a&ed that the Queen's name flxould ffand 
foremoft upon it ; and in this their fingle a&i 
*$>out the coinage, they placed the Queenfk 
Bame firft to avoid the appearance ofincongru- 
ky that otherwife would have been betwixt the 
beginning and the middle of it *. That this 
was the very reafon, is evident from other two 
of their afts paft. at that very meeting the 
feme day, the one before this about the coin* 
age* and the other after it ; the firft of which 
begins with thefe words, T'be King and 
Queen's Majefties. The other thus, HEN- 
RY and MARIE, &c. In which terms all 

the 

* tec it in Bp. Keith's hifh append, p. 11 8, 
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the reft of their afts which are in their Sovc^ 
reigns name do begin, or elfe, which is td 
the fame purpofe, Our Sovereign Lord and 
Lady) &c. and with regard to the coin, *tis 
evident that they could not lawfully, or war- 
rantably, have done otherwHTe than they 
did. 

I am almoft afliamed to fiave beftowed 
lb much time and pains in difproving fuch fri- 
volous fi&ions ; but I was ill a manner con* 
{trained to do it, becaufe I have found fbmef 
people, who are reputed to be ftien of good 
fenfe and learning* to Men to thefe pitiful 
fenfelefs falfhoods, and to be carried away by 
them to believe worfe things* But now whert 
they fee that George Buchanan and John 
Knox had the fhamelefs sflurance to hnpofe 
upon their readers in matters of fa ft, of fuch a 
publick nature,where they can even alt this 
day be confronted and confuted, by thd 
very deeds and monuments themfelves, they 
may confider how bold it muft be expefted 
thefe men will be in narrating falfhoods of a 
more private nature, where no documents of 
the contrary were to be found, or ever could 
have exifted. 



CHA& 
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C H A P. IX. 

Of the Affafftnatim T lot for Mur. 
wyV Relief} and the barbarous 
murder of poor David Rizio. 

ALthough the wicked contraft betwixt the 
: King and the rebeft had been mutually 
agreed to, and ended, yet np means could be . 
found out: by the parties, either jointly or fe- 
papately, to fulfil their engagements ; for (b 
long as the Queen was at liberty, flie would 
be too hard for them all. And if the parlia* 
ment fhould fit, which had been appointed to 
affemble very Jbon, Murray and all his aflo- 
ciates had inevitably been forfeited, except- 
ing the Duke of Ghnftelherault, who eafily 
obtained favour ; at which the King and his 
father took great offence, for they wanted to 
fee that family quite extirpated. But it was 
not agreeable to the pra&ice or maxims of 
the French or Scottijb government, to pro- 
cefed to extremities againft the Princes of the 
Uood,fo as to brifog them to the block: Altho* 
that was a common pra&icfe in England, and 
had happened once in Scotland under King 
Jtmtsl; who had : the iinhappinefs of an 
foglr/k education. • 

ro m The 
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The King, according to his engagements, 
refufed to attend the Queen at the parlia- 
ment ; but that could ferve to little purpofe ; 
for the parliament wpuld have proceeded 
well enough without him. Therefore anew 
pilot isentre.d upon, wkh the Earl of Mor- 
ton, Lord* Rutbven and Lindfay, and a great 
many others, for making the Queen herfelf 
prifonqr, and for aflMinatittg fuch of h«r 
council as they thought would oppofe theif 
dfifigns, to, wit, the Earls of Hunt/y, B#tb~ 
well; and Jitbol, the Lords Fleming and Li- 
t)ingfton> Sir James Balfour, David Rizi* 
sjnd others \ who were to be flain in the 
Queen's owb prefence, and before her eyss ; 
and thus to. prevent the meeting of the parlia- 
ment. 

If any man (hall declare his furprfee, hew 
perfons, Co low in power as jfyforton, Ruth- ^ 
ven t and Lord Lin4fay^ %>ul4 k av = e dared 
to venture on fuch an arduqus undertaking, * 
at a time too, when i^any «*f , the npbttity 
and other great men of th$ kingdom were 
met \\x Edinburgh to hold the parliament; 
he muft be informed, that ever fece the be- 
ginning of the reformation ^mongft us, 
there had all along fub&ted * cpnftant 
general confpiracy, fay rslmving any .of 
the holy brethren that .might happen to be 
in diftrefs, or danger, on '?U Qccafioos,;; I 

cannot 
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fcanriot well fay right or wrong, for they 
"were never to be found in the right. 

Knox gives as the copy of a band, which, 
at his own inftigatibn, was drawn up for this 
^purpofe, and fuofcribed at the town of Jlir, 
the fourth day of September 1563 *. He 
gives us a copy of a letter which he himfelf 
Urote for conveehing the lieges, to refcue 
two fiery zealots, called Patrick Cranfion 
and Jlnirew *4rmftrong 9 from juftice and 
due punifhment, for an outrage that was com- 
mitted in the Queen's own chapel ; for which 
he was carried before the Queen and coun- 
cil ; lie himfelf gives us his own account of 
the procedure there againft him, and hovfr hfc 
juftificd himfelf, by telling them that fome of 
them had formerly allowed and approved of 
Vim for the like, or worfe, 'practices, to wit, 
while they were carrying on their work of 
reformation ; and pleaded the word of Gotl 
for his rule. At the next General Aflembly 
lie laid the matter before the whole brethren, 
alledging b , € That he had received a charge 
* froin the whole Aflembly at the beginning 
' 4 of the reformation, to advertise the bre* 
' thren to conveen, whenever any member 
' of the kirk ihould chance to be troubled.' 
However it feems this was but a falfe al- 

m m 2 legation 

5 Lib. 4. p. 9x6. I A61 of Aflembly, MS, 
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» * 

legation) and that he had taken upon him to 
do fo of his own accord ; for none of them 
remembred any thing about giving him fuch 
directions ; only fome faid that they had heard 
% Knox- defire to be difchafged of that feryice ; 
whereupon the aflembly gave him their autho- 
rity and order to continue to do the like in 
time coming. Thus did the man thruft himfelf 
into the office of aflembling the Queers lieges, 
to obftruft the execution of the laws when he 
Ihould think proper. ^ In confequerice of 
this, precifely at the time whqn the Earl . of 
Murray and his aflbciates were to flay Darn- 
ly, and feize the Queen at Perth, or on her 
journey from that town fouthward, a great 
. number of the Proteftants in and about JE- 
dinburgh, as afting by concert with their bre- 
thren on the north fide of Forth, did aflembfe 
at St.' Leonard's craigs, near Edinburgh, and, 
to put themfelves in readinefs for an infur- 
re&ion/ did choofe their \ captains,. &c. 
The Queen, being informed of this, both 
by word and writ, by falfe brethren, fays, 
Knox, fhe commanded . the provoft and bail- 
lies of Edinburgh to apprehend .Alexander 
Guthrie, Alexander . Clerk, Gibert Lauder \ 
and *Ahdrew Slater, and to prut, them in pri- 
fon in the c'afjle. The reft of 'the brethren 
entered irito a combination "to* refcuetKem 
from all trial or punilluneht. ' The day of 
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£ / law, fays Randolph, againft, the fouf burge^ 
■ 'fes, men of this town, i* like to hold*, for 
;/. any thing that fhe can be perfuaded to the 
• 'Contrary; ,. If forbe that they do compear, 

* the Proteftants have bopi^d themfejves^to 
'. ' aflift them,,, with all the force that they are 

4 able to* make. 8 . The day is upon "Thurf 
. ' day next.' • By thefe and the like m^ans, 
there wps;kep^ up axonjtapt fettled, conspira- 
cy, extending, far and wide,, which was far- 
ther improved ' in the following manner.;,- 
., Soon after that Murray { %nd his accompli- 
ces had been cited in order ro their forfei- 
1 ture in parliament, the; General Aflembly of. 
the kirk,, upon the.xxv.. day of ^December 
being Cbxtfimas day, appointed a general 
faft throughout the kingdom, by their o^ji 
. authority, to be kept for eight days. It was 
-to begin upon the laft 'Sunday of February, 
and to end with the firft Sunday of March. 
Among other ends, real or pretended, for i\$s 
faft, it was chiefly defigned ' for the relief 
'/ the bet)> part of the nobility of the ref 
' € Wllaorp,:. manhood, . ftrength,- honour ;and 

* blood, joined with godlinefs, are fallen, fay 

* they, before > our eyes/ . 6reat care was 
takcji to inform' the vulgar that this their, faft 
' was not appointed for any religion of thne^ 

• that 

»■ . • •- . 4 : .. » : ■• ' • - • _....«. 

\ ■ Letter, from Jtandolph . to Cecil, 214th July. X 5 bf> 
Cotton. Libr. Cal. B. 9. fol. 228. 
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that is, It was hot for keeping !ent> ' but 
r eaufe fliortly thereafter the eftates of tl 
4 realm were appointed to convsen in pai 
* liamerit.* The confeflions *nd wholte ie< 
vice is fet down /for the firft and hft dayj 
and the leflbns and pfalms are preffcribei 
tor the whole eight days ; but 1 for wai 
of time, the reft of the exercife , is referred 
to the difcretion of the feveral miniftetfj 
■The leflons for the whole eight dayfc ari 
altogether felefted from the books of the 
old teftament only r For thfe firft day they 
Confided of thd curies, bleiUngs and 
plagues denounced in the xxrii. and xxviiL 
chapters of Deuteronomy. Fbr the following 
days fhtfy had the behaviour and pimifhment 
of the Israelites after Jojbtiab^ their delive- 
rance from the Midianites and Jhnale kites 
by Gideon ; the flaying Oreb and Zeeb, and 
Sifera ; the cutting off the Betijatnites ; the 
fciftory of Queen Eftberh faft, and the hang- 
ing of Human ; the Ammonites, Moabites, 
4fhd inhabitants of Mount Seir, rifiog againft 
and deftroying one another, after Jebojba- 
fbath faft and prayer ; Senacherib\ invafion 
; of Judab, Rabjhakrb\ blafph^thies, the de- 
ftru&ion of the Affyrians, and flaying of Se» 
nacbtrib : Then Ezra's mourning for the 
affinity that his people had contra&ed with 
grangers j and laftiy, the && was to end 

much 



npiuchia the fame terms that it began, faving; 
ch^ the a 6th of Levities aad 9th chapter of 
*Dankl were prescribed to be read inftead of. 
the 2 8^ chapter oCDtutero/fomy, and fixth of 
the Judges. The Plains were thofe for de- 
liverance of *David King of Jfrael, and others* 
in ifBj&Wi begyaning wit,h, Jffhy do the* 
he/tfhex rage, &q, and exprefling full confix 
denee in the fo44en deftrtuftipn of enemies, 
and that the righteous fhould rejoice at it : - 
Cfajd JbnU IJbopt at them wth an arrow. : fad** 
dfpfy JfolHtey he wounded, &c. 
. Nothing could be more prevalent to fpirit up - 
the vulgar^ than to make them believe that the* 
examples recorded in the books of the. Old * 
Teftament, were all defigneA for their imi^ 
tation ; and that not to follow thefe examples > 
at a proper feafon, that is, when their teach- » 
ets, who were. the proper interpreters, fhould > 
defire them, was to difohey the commands of 
Gqd, delivered to. them by his meflengers ; for * 
Which the difobedient would not fail to be p*- * 
nifhed in the fame manner as were the Jews • 
of old, for defpifihg the admonitions of the* 
prophets; In the, order for this fall, Ahab > 
and Jezabel had not been forgotten. As for • 
Jszabcl, there was no manner of hope for 
her ; but it is remarked with refpeft to Ahab, 
that notwkhftanding all his. ungadlinefs, he 
loft not the fruit of his humiliation, but was 

recom- 



£££ -Inquiry Into the. Murder 

recompenfed witH delay of the uttermoft of 
thi' plagues/ during his lifetime; *To this or- 
der the aflembly fubjbin their letter to- all the 
minifters within the kingdom, which begins 
with *hefe Words : € The prefent mifery, and 
''greater troubles appearing fliortly to fbl- 
'low; crave, dear brethren* that every one 
1 of us exhort and admoniih another, that we 
** recoil not back in the beginning of this battle, 
4 which is come upon us unlooked for of 
€ many.' But John Knox in his epiftle to 
the reader, isr rather more explicite : * If 

* We, fays he, in this age command the fame 

* things, which' God in the ages -before us 
4 hath commanded by his fervants, let men 
' beware, left' that in defpifing us, they de- 
*f|>ife not alfo the eternal God, whole 
' holy* word is an affurance to us of every 
4 precept that we have given/. Then he fub- 
joins a threat in thefe terms : * '• And fur- 
4 ther, we fear not to fay, That fuch as 
4 mpurn not with Jacob in his affiiftion, fball 
4 not rejoice with him in the dayof his de- 

* itverance; but they fhall be compelled to 
' mourn and quake with Pharaoh, without 

4 end. ' 

>* 

Thus were matters prepared, In a me* 
thod as effeftual for bringing about Mur- 
raf% relief, and the aflaffination, . the making ' 
the Queen prifoner, and hindering the meet* 

ing 
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of the paHkment, as could be devifed. In 
*ahe mean time Morton and Ruthven laid 
-%hemfelves out to get the young King to joift 
^witfa them in this plot alfo ; which he did, as 
-they alledged ; but he himfelf always denied 
4t< Be that as it will> 'tis certain enough that 
<tjiey had not got their matters all in readi* 
•nefs to keep pace with the faft: For the 
band which they pretended to have gotten 
fubfcfibcd by the King for th§jr warrant, 
was not drawn up till either the faft fhould 
have been near ended, or quite over, : The rea- 
fon why I write thus indeterminately as to 
the precife date of it, is, becaufe in two co- 
pies of it which I have, both written about 
the very time, the date varies ; for in the 
one it is faid to be on the firft, and in the o- 
ther on the fifth day of March. But by 
good forefight, a remedy had been found 
out to make the faft to wait their motions, by 
adjourning it for a week within the city of 
Edinburgh ', and permitting b to be kept in 
the country, as had been prefcribed by the 
General Aflembly ; than which adjournment 
nothing * more expedient could have beeti 
contrived ; for the faft in the country being 
thus over, friends could the better flock from 
thence, to Edinburgh, without fufpicion, 
as if they came only to join with the city 
brethren in prayer and falling. 

n- a Accord- 
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Accordingly, upon the penult day of tht 
faft in Edinburgh , being the ninth 6f March* 
when it began to be dark, there aflembled 
about the Queen's palace of Holy-rood-houf^ 
five hundred perfons, fome in fecret armour, 
and the reft in jacks, and fteel bonnets, with 
guns, piftols, fwords, bucklers, Jedburgh 
{laves, halberts a , and other warlike accoutre- 
ments. 

The Queen fat 4 0wn to fupper about 
Jfeven a clock, expe&ing no fuch matter, and 
.the King coming up flairs, had placed himfelf 
befide her. In the mean while the Earl of 
Morton and Lord Lindfay, with one party, 
guarded the entry to the palace, and Lord 
Patrick Ruthven, with another party rulh 
perforce into the room, armed cap-a-pe, 
where they found her Majefty fitting at {up- 
per, accompanied with her baftard brother 
and fitter, namely, Robert Commendatar of 
Holy-rood-houfe, and the Countefs of jlrgile, 
with BetonoiCreicb, mafter of the houfliold, 
.Arthur Erskine, David Rizio, and a few other 
fervants; fo that, to their great difappointment, 
of all thofe whom they had deftined for death, 
they found none prefent but Rizio only. 
Ruthven accofts the Queen, telling her, that 
he wanted to fpeak with Rizio. The Queen 
asked her hushand whether he knew any 

thing 

• Hciyry Yaw's trial, MS. 
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"thing of that fenterprize? who denied that he 
knew it. Then the Queen ordered Rutbven. 
to get out of her prefence, under the pain of 
tre*(6n,iLn&if David Rizio had done any thing 
amifs,fhe fliould exhibitehim before the parlia- 
ment. But that would not do; Rutbven attack- 
ed David in her Majefty's prefence ; and the 
poor ftranger, for refuge retired behind her 
back. Upon this they ruih forward, over* 
turn the table upon the Queen herfelf, and 
then ftrick the man with daggers over her 
flioulders ; and fome of them flood with cocked 
piftols before her face, while the others drag- 
ged the wounded man to the door of her 
chamber, and difpatched him with fifty fix 
ftrokes of fwords and daggers. Which be- 
ing done, the Lord Rutbven returns to the 
Queen's prefence, and tells her Majefty, 
4 that he and his accomplices were, forfooth, 
f highly offended with her proceedings and 
4 tyranny, -which to them was intolerable, 
f That fhe had been abufed by David Rizio % 
4 whom they had a&ually put to death* 
4 namely, in taking his counfell for maintain- 
4 ing papiftry, debarring the Lords who were 

* fugitive, and entertaining amity with fo- 

* reign princes and nations, \France, SccJJ 
4 with whom (he was confederate ; as alfo, 

* for admitting into her council the Lords 
ifietbwell and Hunt ly, who, hefaid, wer§ 

n n 2 * traitor^ 
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4 traitors, and to whom 'David Rizh did i£ 
4 fbciate himfelf? They alfo did inform thd 
Qijeen, that the Lords who were banifhei 
in England were to refort towards her the 
next day, who would take plain part with 
them, againft her ; and that the King Wai 
willing te remix to them their offences. 

, In the mean time the Earls of Huntly and 
Bothwell, who otherwife would infallibly 
have * been fen t after 'David, made their e- 
fcape out of their chambers in the palace, by 
getting out at a back window, with the help 
of fome cords, and thereby both laved their 
lives and eftates, the greateft in the kingdom 
at that time, which the confpirators expe&ed 
as a reward* for murdering the proprietors; 
and alfo put the confpirators themfelves un* 
der fome apjbrehenfions of danger. 
* The prdvoft and town council of JZdin* 
vurgh having be£n informed that there was a 
tumult in the royal palace, caufed ring the5r 
common bell for aflembling the citizens, who 
went dotfn in a great number, and defired to 
fee and fpeak with the Queen, to know her ; 
welfare. But Morton and Ruthven would no£ 
permit her Majefty to give an anfwer, but 
threafned her extremely, declaring to herl 
face, that if.flie /hould defire to fpeak witfij 
the townfmen, ' they would cut her in cbU 
I lops, and thrdw her over the walls/ Tfrui 

theyj 
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tfiey kept hdf id c&ptivity withitt her cham* 

, hardly permitting her to fpcak wirh any 

her domeftick fervants, cither men or 

Women. The neat day proclamation wai 

ftijade, in the king her husband's name, with-* 

out her advice or knowledge, commanding 

all the Prektes and Lords conveened to the 

•patii ament> to retire themfelves out of Edit* 

burgh. - All that day alio the Queen was de* 

tained prifbner, her (ervants and guard de> 

fcarred from her fervice, and herfelf watched 

by the committers of thefe srimes, to whom 

a part of the community of Edinburgh, to 

the number of fourfcore perfons, joined them> 

felves. "' : - - • > 

•» 'In the fcveAiag fcf that fame day,, being 

Sunday^ the Earl of Murray, accompanied 

With the Ear 1 of Rothes, the lairds of Pitf 

farrow -and Grange, the tutor of Pfccur and 

others, who had been' With Murray in Eng* 

land, came to them, ' and> fays the Queen % 

* feeing our treatment was moved with na» 

* tural affeftion towards us.* But he had beed 
privy to the whole defign ; fo this was arrant 
hyp6crify,and foon appeared to have been lot 
For the very next day he aflembled the en£ 
Cerprifers of this late crime, and fuch othef 
rebels as came along with himfelf, and held a 

council* 

« ? • .... ^ . 
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;3or in France, Bp, Keith'* hift. p. 332* 
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council, in which they thovght-fc mod expe* 
dient that the Queen fhould be imprifoned in 
the cattle of Stirling, there to remain until 
fke (hould in parliament have approved all 
their wicked enterprifes, eftablilhed their re- 
ligion, and given to the King the. crown ma* 
trimonial, and the whole government of the 
realm ; or otherwife in .all appearance they 
firmly, purpofed to have put -her to death, of 
detained her in perpetual -captivity. 
I But it feems the young King began foon to 
perceive that he himfelf was little. better than 
. oprifoner amorigft thefe men. He therefore 
4iadertookto procure to them reiniflions with- 
out compulsion, and to get them confirmed iq 
parliament But then to make their pardon ef- 
fectual, her Majefty muftbeat liberty. He 
promifed that he would fejeep her in fere 
guard for that night : And thus they were 
£ot out of the palate, together with their 
guards and afliitants. 

• After they were gone, the Qu^en entered 
into an expbftulation with her husband about 
Jiis behaviour, informing him how he would 
be handled himfelf, if he permitted thefe 
Jx>rdsto prevail againft her. By her arguments 
lie was perfuaded to make his efcape along 
with her, which they did a little after mid- 
night, accompanied with Arthur Areskine, 
and other two perfons only, and got fafe. to 
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*Dunbar. And after a few days, having aflem- 
bled a confiderable force, they returned tp 
Edinburgh : But before they arrived there, 
the confpirators had fled, the chiefs of them 
to England, and the others to the more re- 
mote parts of Scotland. John Knox, the 
man who had drawn up the order f6r the 
faft, tells us himfelf, that* he paft weft to 
"Kyle, thereby plainly taking upon him a fliare 
of the guilt in thefe horrid tranfa&ions. r 

4 After this manner above fpecified, (ays 

/ the fame Knox *, to wit, by the death of 

.' *David Rizio, the noblemen were relieved 

4 of their trouble, and reftored to their places 

4 and rooms : And likewife the church re- 

* m 

4 formed ; and all that profefled the evangel 
4 within this realm, after fafting and prayer, 
* were delivered and freed from the appa* 
g rent dangers which were like to have fain 
4 upon them. And if the parliament had ta- 
' ken efTe&, and proceeded, it was thought by 
/ all men of the beft judgment, that the true 
' proteftant religion ihould have been wrack- 
. 4 * ed, and popery erefted : And for the fame 
4 purpofe, there were certain wooden altars 
4 made, to the number of twelve, found rea- 
4 dy in the chapel of the palace of Holy-rood* 
4 houfe, which ihould have been ere&ed in 
4 St. Giles's churchu . 

A« 
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As this man and hig coilegue John CraU y 
did draw up the form of this feft, and eaufed 
Robert Lekprevick to print it, by appointment 
of the General Aflembly *, no man in the 
world could better declare the purpofes for 
Xvhich it was kept. Let any perfon therefore 
compare this his explanation, with the form 
itfelf, or with the brief account of it already 
given out of itfelf, and let him either believe 
or doubt as he pleafes, whether it was ap- 
pointed for promoting and cloking a confpira- 
cy for the relief of Murray and his aflbciateS, 
-and for flopping the meeting of the parlia- 
ment. What he can mean by telling us, that 
the church was reformed by murdering *Da- 
vid Rizio, is not eafily to be underftood ; 
for it doth not appfear how the reformation 
received the leaft acceffion from that faS ; 
for it ftill continued after that in the fame 
(late as it had been for years before. Refor- 
mation of the church,both in the difcipline and 
doftrine,httd been found very neceflary for ma- 
ny centuries, and was extremely defired and 
defigned by many of the Roman catholick 
perfuafion themfelves ; as is plain from the 
council of Con/lance. Upon the difputes of 
that council, which happened a hundred 
•years before their days, the firft and beft of 
the reformers founded their feparation from 

the 
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the reft of the thriftlan church, altho' few 
•have " thought fit to acknowledge the matter 
-plainly and Koneftfy. However, had they pro- 
ceeded' upon that foundation, and fettled their 
matters in a regular way, upon principles 
truly religious ' and fincere, all might have 
teen well, and turned out for the general 
good of mankind. But how much foever a 
reformation was wanted, and however bene- 
ficial it might have proved, if rightly conduc- 
ed and brought about, it ought not to have 
been- founded, or fupported, by (hedding the 
blood of the innocent, by robbing altars, de- 
molffliing churches;, and turning fome thou- 
lands out of their livings and eftates, to which 
they were as well intitled, and had as ftrong 
Securities by law, as any men* id the world : 
•Which amongft us availed them nothing at all; 
Tor every thing that belonged to them, was 
violently feized by our reformers, and they 
themfelves fet out naked to ftarve, or if they 
had the < courage ' to complain, banifhed or 
knocked o'tHe head* So flood matters at the 
Queen's arrival. 

The tale about the wooden altars depends 
entirely upon Knox's word. And had the 
matter even been fa, it was no judication of 
"their procedures But both he, and his fel- 
low labourer George Buchanan, have falsified 
fo notorioufly in their narrations of real fa&s, 

00 ;tb*t 
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that no credit can be given them, when they 
tell u$ of defigns and inceptions only : Tea, 

the\r Angle aflertions are rather to be fuipeft 

$d for pure fi&iqns* if tbey <»rwot be other* 

Wife fuJ>powd. . *];..: 

'this 'David Q'tzio c*me \o Scotland in the 
yetinue of Monf. Moret % aipbjiflftdpr from the 
Puke q{ Savoy. At that tijne the Queen had 
one Rauje/ a French man who w?s her fecr* 
tary for her French, affairs. tie was turned 
ou; of hi?. office for a fault, for which cour- 
tiers .itf.$9r 4*yMrc feldom difclaced k And 
Jtizlp btfipg a pfcpfon ;o£ good education, and 
well qualified for the purpofe, fucceeded him 
intk*tj){$we, m the year i £64.. Upomtbe 
I^rdSa^VcpAvbg.tQ.^/^4 I*Qtd Jfa 
ben the QjuKbfr baftard brother, and T>nvH 
had been appointed to affift the Eari of i>- 
no* ip giving advice dnd counfel to his fcn, 
not only ip matters in which an En^lijb edu- 
cation i$)CQmmoiily kfefeftivc, but likewife in 
affairs of jirndeticc ; which lie continued to 
itartiU within a. month of the time when he 
was thus cruelly murdered, in reward for his 
iervices And good counfels. It teems when 
•he found the young King unadvifeabie, and 
obftthaiely beat to pur Cue wrong raeaforet, 
Jie ted Inferred the Qneen t At which, tho* 
it was for hi? owjbi weHare, the King took 

•'-.■•■ of- 

• See Bp. Keith's hift. jl *t8. 
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^Cffe&cfc. But the inain caufe df his nlurder 

T&ss* that h$ affiliated hiftifelf wifchrthe Earls 

4>fH*A//yarid BoikwclI t and iuch others afc 

ftudied theQueen^ happinefi and ptofpcricy 

In her affairs. 



1 f- 




CHAP; X. : 

r 

Obhtiionr anfubered. 

\ e , -■ • •• , 

.14.. . , . , 

L' Gainft aH that has been fetd in the feft 
chapter, it may poffibly be alledged* 
"that theftory is told With the greateft partia- 
Iftyf : that we' have only one fidfe J of the que- 
stion bid before us : But Jhould 'both parties 
fee heard, rtiatters would apped^' in anothefc 
light. Sir^amtsMehil &±ixkRizio with 
fcntieh indifcretion, whidh hfe tills us> he him- 
self indfeavottrfed to correft ; hat all in vain. 
^Girirgt B'Hcfrdkkn,iSttr making reflexions on 
Si Rizh?% poverty, (which HI feecafae- hito, for 
* lie himreif had been in greater ftraks, untH 
fce Was enriched by the Queen's H&6raHty) d& 
icant* u£6n Rizfo't vanity and aifrogancy, tel- 
ling us, that h& had the Queers <ear *oo much, 
that ht tifed "too much familiarity with lifer , 
%6th 4 before ■iftd ifter h& ibartrlage with. 
*foarniy ; with-**- fenfelefe ftbiy.'how thfe 
3feihg carried always about with him the key 
of the Queen's chimber-dobr* and tmce found 
• - '•■ ■ ooi the 
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the door baked when Dai>id was within; j 

and when i he knocked* no body anfwerei 
That the Queen refolved to make T)avidi 
Peer of the firft rank; &c. Others « write 
that Ihe defigned him to exercife. the office of 
chancellour at the parliament ; which pro- 
voked the nobility againft him, efpecially the 
Earl of Morton, who had been chancellor 
fince the death of the Earl of Huntly in the 
the year Mdlxii. All which v notwithftand- 
ing, they had no intention to have flain him 
in that manner, but to have; brought him to 
public^ jqftice : Far Iefs did it enter into their 
thoughts to flay him in the Queen's .pre- 
fence, or in her chamber : Nor did they in* 
tend hurt to any other perfons. This is atteflr- 
«d almoft by all our own hiftorians>, and alio 
by Monfr. *De "Thou and others. Nor did 
they hold cocked piftols, to her majefty's 
breaft, as they tell, the flory: Nay Lord 
Rutbven r in the account that he wrote of 
this matter, for juftifying' himfelf, tells us, 
.* That he defired his accomplices only to car- 
4 ry the man ; down flairs to the King's cham- 
4 ber : And he takes God to record, that 
* none of thefe horrid things was meant or 
4 done ; and that they did pot ,firike Rizio 
^'till be was at t;he moft djftynt jdoor of the 

Queen's 

* Knox, Spottifwood, Crawford. 

5 Kuox, Buchanan, MelvU^ Spottifwood, Caldcrwooi. 
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* Queen's outer chamber : But, faysftei he* 

* Majefty makes jail. thefe allegations, to dravSp 
« the Earl of Morton, Lords Ruthven and 
' Llndfay, and their accomplices, into greater 
** hatred with feffcign Princes^'arid with the no- 
4 bility and commonality ofthe;realm ; who 
4 have experience of the contrary, and know: 

* that : there was no evil meant to her Maje- 

* ffy's body V But how could others know 
what they defighed ? Th6 account of the 
whole matter given in the preceeding pages 
is the Queen's own account, atid t might truft 
the courteous readers, whether they will tak^ 
her wordand writ for it, of Rutbven's writ 
and (wearing. Others, I doiibt not, would pre- 
fer the latter. For which reafon we (hall 
*n the firft p fec&lheW how greatly his memo* 
fry failed him, 'from an original letter fub* 
fcribed both by xMorton • and Ruthven / iqt " 
that thefe a&ions were perpetrated by them* 
upon no particular qtiarrel that they had- » 
gainft RhtOy but only for the relief of Mufr 

r^jy and his accomplices, under a pretence 
for religion : And that they expefted to be 
relieved in like manner by; hinr>and his air 
feciatefc v Secondly, .;from the band which 
*hey themfeives drew up to be fignedby the 
King for their prote&ion, it is manifeft that 
there was a defign to miirder Teveral others, 
^efides ^David JUzb } *ad that the plot 
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Wtti fadd«ft^ilAlly to ihtirder them all in ft* 

> it'- , 

~&& T71ER from Morton *MMUthv«n 

//* Throkmbrton. 

A JFtoc wr- hearty commendations r At 
your laft being in Scotland, fent by the 
Qfte'in't majefty pf England * $ it was fore- 
(een by you sv^Mfpubles were appearing to 
tafuet as 0rice the experience hath given 
pfoof. . We have thought gpod to let you 
know is our Wobble h^s proceeded, which it 
moybd upon the flataghter of*a Italian cal* 
lb& U>avyf ibc /aid faughl^r myed upr>nm 
furtiatlat qtitirrtl cfeiurf, but Were follicited 
cbereunto hf the King* wHpfe hatred was fo 
grfeat againfttheftid ©tftgj, $&% }>t intended 
tnbdve dbftt the fame tviti bh fmn baftd> if 
mi hid nit affiftid bis Grdc$ v tbgrei*. And 
finding the King fo bent agairtft the (aid 2D* 
sg% who was a peftilent oougleltar to the 
Queen's majefty bur Soterftjga, againft the 
nobility *►, .oofhhion well of ©tfr cou&try, the 
tfeligion* forfeiture of dur bVethrSb, then bi? 

ntfhed 

• Fiz. In the month of May. before the Queen's mar* 
tiage with Darnly. 

- b : Tl*fey call fteir ft** Jtarty aiwajfr Ite ttobifity,* 
pfe/Lords, abfolutely,ai if the other Lords had not been 
both greater, and more numerous than they. 
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nifhed for the time, we thought it meet and 
convenient to labour for the relief of our bre* 
tbren, who w^re ia trouble %% w*<ili4j 
whereby they were caufed to return hopie, 
where they are prefently ; where we had re- 
gained, if the Jking had kept §x$x part unto 
u$, as he prqmifed, both by wor d and writ» 
. And fince we are in trouble for the relief 
if our brethren, and the religion, we douhjC 
not to find your favour, ^s our brethrep 
have done of before, who were of late b^ 
^niflied : J)efiring you moft heartily, that by 
yourfelf, and fuch others as you may procure^ 
we may find favour at the Queen's majefty 
your miftrefs hand, for remaining within her 
highi^efe's realm, unto fych time as we may 
be relieved by the help of our brethren, which 
we hope in God Jball be Jbortly* And thup 
xomnuttfog your Lordflup to the protection of 
the Almjgfyty God. From Berwick {he fy 
conjl <lay of April 15 $6. 

Tour (ijfured friends, a* you may command, 

1 r t 

^OJLTOUN. . 
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E it known to all men by thefe prefent 
fetters : We Henrie, by the grace of 
God, King of "Scotland, and husband to the 
'Queen's majefty ; For as much as we, having 
; cohfidef ation of the gentle and good nature, 
"with many other good qualities in her majefty, 
we have thought pity, and alfo thinks it gretf 
confcience to us, that are her husband, to 
fuffer her to be abufed by certain privy per- 
fons, wicked and ungodly, not regarding her 
Majefty's honour, ours *, the nobility there- 
of, nor the commonweal of the fame, but 
feek their own commodity and privy gains, 
efpecially an Granger Italian, called David ; 
which may be the occafion of her Majefty's 
deftru&ion, ours *, the nobility, and com- 
mon weal of the fame, without hafty remedy 
<fee put thereunto, which we are willing to 
do ; and, to that effeft, we have deviled to 
take thefe privy perlbns, enemies to her Ma- 
jefty, us, the nobility and commonweal, to 
punilh them according to their demerits ; 

and 



1 Some words feem to be wanting here in all my three 
Copies, 
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pnd, in cafe of any difficulty be to call » them 
immediately to take them an J flay them, where* 
Joever it bappenetb* 

And becaufe we cannot accpmpliih the 
fame, without the affiftance of others, there* 
lore we have drawn certain of the nobility, 
earls, lords, barons, freeholders, gentle- 
men, merchants and craftfmen to afiift us in 
this our enterprize, which cannot be finifbei 
without great hazard b . And becaufe it may 
chance that there be funfry great perfinages 
prefent, who c may make them to gainftand 
our enterprize, wherethrough fome of them 
'may be /lain, and in like ways of ours; where- 
through a perpetual feed may be contracted 
betwixt the one party and the other ; There- 
fore we bind and oblige tis, our heirs and fuc- 
ceflbrs, to the faid earls, lords, barons, free- 
holders, gentlemen, merchants and craftfmen, 
their heirs and fucceflbrs, that we (hall accept ' 
the fame feed upon us,and fortify And maintaia 
them, at the u ttermoft of olxr power ; and 
Jhall be friends to their friends, and enemies 
to their enemies { and (hall neither fnffer 
them nor theirs to be molefted nor troubled 
in their bodies, lands, goods, rooms, or pot 
feflions, fo far as lieth in us* And if any 

p p v perfon 

• Al In cafe of any difficulty, to CDt thfp off inn* 
diatdy, and flay them, &c. 
£ AU hurt. c <rf/* wlucb* 
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perfon would call any of the faid earls, ■" lords* 
barons, freeholders, gentlemen, merchants or 
craftfmen, for eirtcrprifing or afliftance with 
\is, for atchieving of ofcr purpofe, heeuufe it 
may chant* to be done in pre fence < of the 
Queen's toajejffy, or within her palace iff Ho- 
iy-roo&boitfe, we, by rite wdrdof a Prince, 
fliaU accept ahd take the Tame- on us, flow as 
then, and then as now ;< and i fliall wafrrant 
and kedp steuthlefs the aforfcfeid earls, lords; 
barons,.freeholers, gentlemen -and craftfixren, 
at our uttefrmoft power. In wknefs- wherA 
of we hdve fubfcribed thefe- prefents -"with 
our hand; -At Wih&itrgh&te firft V<$ay of 

Mdrch, thfe year of God t^djT.^ 

i . .. » * . • • 

< >-> *- - ' * ■ . 

There 1 ard indeed 00 fetfohs her^'men- 
tioned b^ n^me, but IBwfid *mly *; jfefc it is 
010ft evident, that k had been determined 
to lavolvfc feveral others 5n : the fame* fate- 
nor Is }t to b^douBted but that the Queen had 
fore ;amfrfafBcient information who the per- 
{bn» were, *>/*. the Earls <if Huntiy^ Both- 
well^ jtehofaj* fka. although the pbbr (Gran- 
ger isohly natoed : -Bur in trtith, wb^nf one 
coqddecs 'that: \^e baye aur copies of shte 'pel 

fct ohlyifi^ra^thefe then themfelves, he can- 
not kf certain that tb^ey: had not left out thofe 

great 

* t ' ' . . . 

*A1. fifth. J Sec aboye, p. 244* 
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great fagm^s, for fear of refentment. If it 
feaflW faiil, that private perfons phly ire de- 
$$e4£ or daughter ; the anfwer is, that fuch 
\rere* the Earls of'Huntfy and $othwell in 
their account, wnomthey would have to be 
efteemedas condemned traitors, 'CalderzvooJ 
writes, I know not upon what authority, that 
4 Secretary Ltthington retained' the Earl of 
\AthoU with himfelf, within his lodging ; for,' 
i f a ys he, tethington was privy to. the plot, 
'- aiulfupped that flight with the Earl, partly 

* with'purpofe to with-hold him. from ofFer- 
' ing» or lave him from fuffering any vib- 
« lence; partly that he fhbuld not be fufpeft- 
t e( j by the Queen, having the Earl of Atholt 
4 for a witnefs of his .behaviour. He had en- 

* joined his attendants to be quiet, till it came 

* to a&ion ; and then to arm theriifelves and 
'come, as it were, fuddenly to the ftay, but 
'indeed, if need were, to join themfelves 
' wirh the Earl of Morton in the inner court. 1 
'This Is a mord probable account how the 
fearl of AthoU happened to efcape, than that 
gjven by the Lord Rutbven * ; Who flu died 
more to fay things that might feerh to palliate 
or alleviate his crimes, than to reftriA himfelf 
to matter of faft. In one place he fays 
he told herMajefty, fchit « not fo much as 

PP * 
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*"* See Bp. Keith's hift. Append, p. 12$ 
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' one point, without falfe witnefles, could be 
* made good againft Murray and his accost 
4 plices ;' than which nothing more barefaced! 
could have been aflerted. In another place 
he makes the King to tell her, that fo fbon as 
' the fellow David fell in credit and familiari- 
4 ty with her, flie did not regard him ;* al- 
though it cannot eafily be believed, that he 
ever could ufe any fuch expreflion, becaufe 
IDavid Bad come as much in credit as ever, 
before IDarnly came to Scotland; and a£ 
ter his coming . became a counfellor to him, 

Mehil writes that he found how IDavid had 

• • • 

been 'Darftlfs great friend at the Queen's 
band b : And one can hardly conjefture what 
temptation Mehil could have to fay fo, if it 
had been otherwife ; for there is the greateft 
reafon to think th?t his accounts of David's 
arrogance,6v. are altogether injurious,and that 
the advices which he pretends to have given 
him have no truth in them : No more than 
when he tells us that he himself was fent upon 
Sunday forenoon,to caufe the provoft oiEdin* 
burgh to aflemble the citizens for the Queen's 
relief; when 'tis certain that the provoft had 
done fo the night before. 

The other tales told about this man, are 
meer fiftions and cavils, contrived for fcreen- 
fog the guilt of the murderers. They tell 

> us 

5 Memoirs, f. 156. 



* #/ jftg Henry Darnly. «7 f 

xis that he was to be made a peer of the firff 
rank, whereas he had not even been natura- 
lized : But the affirming that he was to have 
been made chancellor at the parliament, is 
of all their (lories the mod intolerable : For 
bow abfurd is it to imagine that it ever could 
bave entred into the Queen's thoughts, to 
make a man the mouth of the parliament, 
■who neither knew the cuftoms, laws, nor 
language of the country ! And yet this is 
mod greedily fwallowed by fome people: 
T hough in truth it has no more foundation 
than that it is a grofs blunder in translating 
one of George Buchanan* % fentences, who, 
fpeaking of the debates that arofe about Mur* 
ray's intended forfeiture, tells us, 'that in 
' the mean time David went about among 

* them all, founding their inclinations, what 

* every (ingle man's fentence would b&, 
4 with regard to thofe who were abfent, if he 

* fhould be chofen a ty o?«a©- (a lord of the 
' articles, as I take it,) by the reft of the 
' meeting a \ This Greek word they under* 
flood to be meant of IDavid, and tranflated it 
Chancellor ; and thence is all his chancellor* 
(hip. Thus the fentence is made worfe in 
the tranflation, which furely could not be 

true 

* David Inter ea fingulos circumtbat, animofque pertentfr 

tat quid d* abftntibus decreturus qui/que eflct, fi & rfliqu* 

tyvpentu llf*,£xK@- legeretur. Where qui/que it evident* 

^ ly the nominative to legeretur. ' " 
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true in the original/ as. Buchanan might well 
have feen, had his eyil difjpofition allowed 
him to refleft, that the man could not fpeak 
Seottijb, and that few ot the others, could 
talk in the languages yyhich he upder- 
ftood. 

But a queftkm may be fhrted, if it is a 
miftake in translating Buchanar?% hiftory, how 
could it have got into the book of Knox. 
who was dead long before the other had 
written his book? Even by the evil art of 
interpolating, by which too many of our 
hiftories fyave been fpoiled : And that inter- 
polator has made another miftake of a like 
nature within the compafs of a page ; for 2?*v- 
chanan\ iron ftamp, of which already, is by 
him called a fealjike 4b e Kings feal. 

Another point which may happen to be 
controverted is, that we have (aid that this tra- 
gedy was afted in the fimeof the faftin Edin- 
burgh : Whereas in the order for that faft, 
as it is printed before the book called Knox's 
liturgy, it is exprefly faid to have been at* 
, pointed to begin only the fecond Sunday of 
JV&y, which is more than two months there, 
after* And this alfo aqfes from Titiatijig ; 
for in the edition, printed that, very year }ti 
which it was drawn up, it is appointed to be- 
£in the laft Sunday o£ February, and to end the 
<&ft Sunday of March. But that it was pat 

off 
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cff, for reafbqs, within the city of Edinburgh 
till the following week, may be feen from 
Knoxh hifbory, where he tells in one pkce \ 

* that iipon 'Si/W^y the third day of March 

* began the fafling at Edinburgh : y And Uk 
the following » page, ' that the next day a£ 

* ter Brtzhoh murder, was the fecond Sunday 
*ofou> l^ft at Edinburgh.' Whether the 
days were altered in the later editions, that 
Toch aftio^s might pot appear to have bee* 
done ua the lime of the §rft fail of the re- 
formed kirk in Scotland, or for other realbn^ 
X Hull not • determine : But they did it only 
ky halves ; for they left the evidence (lift 
fending againft them in thefe words, Becaujh 
that Jhortly thereafter are the iftatcs of the reaJk 
appointed taaffcmble in parliament. Nowtherfc 
was .no appointment for a meeting of parlia- 
ment after the ^ii. day of March for that yeaf. 

The Lord Rut bye nh account of thefe mat- 
fers enables us to difcover, that the reaforfs 
which they alicdge for themfelves are only 
fliam pretences He dates the firft motion of 
the matter from the loth of F&tuary ijtf^-dl 
And a$rms the caufe was the King's hatred 
conceived . agaifcft Rizio, which he then firft 
communicated to Ruthven: Whereas it is e- 
dent from the articles agreed upon betwixt 
the King and Murray, and by Morton and 

Rutlh 
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JRuthven's letter, that their prqje&s had been 
formed Tome time before, upon quite other 
views amongft themfelves, even for. the relief 
of the brethren, as the event declared : And 
that this was only an after contrivance of a 
.pretext for putting their defigns in execution. 
They had even communicated their general 
intention to Randolph, the Englijb Queen's 
refident at Edinburgh, before the manner had 
been fully fettled ; for upon the 5th day of 
February % Randolph writes to Cecil in thefe 
jterms », * The Queen of Scots hath faido- 
penly, that (he wiil have mafs free for all 
men that will hear it. Her husband, his fa* 
ther, Lord Athole and others now daily re* 
fort unto it. The proteftants are in great 
fear and doubt what (hall become of them. 
The wifeft fo much miflike this (late, and 
government, that they defign nothing more 
than the return of the Lords, either to be 
received in their own rooms ; or once again 
to put all in hazard.' Hence it is plain, 
that the plot was formed a confiderable time 
before Rizio was thought on : And indeed, 
whoever can believe them, that they aflen* 
bled five hundred men in arms, for aflaffi- 
nating a (ingle ftranger, is not only capable 
to fwallow a gudgeon, but a camel too. 

^ - An 

•Cotton. libr. Cal Br 9. foL 332* . ; . 
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An outcry about the mafs, whether true 
falfe, or for it, or againft it, as it happens 
be eftabliihed, or abolifhed in any country, 
Jhath always a great effeft upon the minds of 
the vulgar ; and with that view is it raifed up* 
on occafions for ferving the purpofes of de- 
signing men. But the mafs had, nothing to do 
in the prefent cafe. The Earl of Atbol and 
ZDavid Rizio went to mafs indeed ; but fure* 
ly Jluntly, Bothwell, Lord Livingflon, or Sir 
James Balfour did not go : Yet were they 
all to be ferved alike. Of the other fide Le* 
nox and his fon were papifts ; but Morton^ 
Ruthven and Lindfay ftanch proteftants : Yet 
did they combine together ; fo that at this 
junfture proteftancy and popery joined hands. 
The motive that induced them to perform 
their exploit in the Queen's prefence, was, 
that fince they were to bring home the Earl ol 
Murray, it was firmly purpofed, among fome 
of them at leaft, that he fhould be entirely re- 
ftored to the ftate in which he was before, 
or rather to have his condition made fome 
better. After the Queen had driven him and 
his aflbciates out of the kingdom, (he had be- 
come pregnant. This was a new bar in his 
way, which confiderably dafhed his hopes of 
feizing the fovereignty : And to make her 
majefty's own chamber a flaughter-houfe for 
butchering her greateft and moll faithful fub- 

q <j jeftf- 
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|e&s and fervanfs, before her own eyes, ttrol 
be owned to have been an expedient well im 
apted for removing that obftacle, and to rid 
the world both of her infant and of herfetfj 
confiderkig that fhe was then fix months gone 
with child. 

The Conspirators and their accomplices 

being beft acquainted with their own defignfc 
Jiad all along given out, that the Queen w* 
•not pregnant : The Queen hfcrfelf had toll 
that fhe was fo; but muft never be believed 
. Upon the xxiv. of January, Randolph 
writes to Cecil, of a conference that he had 
with her Majefty while fhe was a-bed, ani 
how fhe excufed herfelf to him *. g I told her, 
' fays he, that I thought (he had fomewhat 
'in her belly that kept her waking. She 
4 fmiled, and faid : Indeed I may now fpeak 
4 with more aflurance than before I coijld; 
4 and think myfelf more out of doubt, that it 
4 fliould be as ye think, than before I &fa 
4 Yet, fays he, her being with child 'is hardty 
4 beKeved of many? 

To the lame purpofe he had written upon 
the xv i. of that fame month b .; 'It is fpoken 
4 for certain, fays he, that fhe is with child : 
' And it is (aid that fhe felt the child Air in 
* her belly upon new year's day. Some 1» 
4 dies affirm that fhe hath milk in her breads ; 

4 and 

* Cotton Libr. Cal. B- 9. fd. 232. b Hid. Fol. 216, 



of King H$nry Dandy. 2 7 7 

* 3nd finding all other tokens to concur, her 
4 longing to women lately married, ^0ure that 
4 for certain it can be no otherways,-^ "What 
g other folks opinions are, I need hot to write: 

* Only I may fay, that many c^n hardly b$- 
4 lieve that there is any fuch matter.* 

It might have been naturally expe&ed that 
fhU matter fhould have met with fome credi; 
after it had been notified to a foreign am- 
Ijaflador by the Queen herfelf: JJut;inftea4 
pf that, whatever credit it might obtain a* 
mongft others, it became lefs credible by 
far amongft Randolphs greateft intimate?. For 
by his tetter the vii. day of February _S he 
acquaints Cecil, that the Queen had utterly 
refufed to do any good to my Lqrd oiuirgyle. 
And that that fhould be the firflt voyage which 
(he was to make after fhe fliould be deliver- 
ed, € Of her being with childl continues he, 
' the bruit is common that fhe is, bijt hardly 
4 believed of many .:. And of this / qan ajp4r$ 
* you, that there have of late appeared fame to- 
4 kens to the contrary? 

In ©ppofition to this Randolphs affuranc^ 
(lands the general opinion of mankind, that 
when a .genteel wpman falls with child, one 
who cannot perceive it, after about five 
months, knows little or nothing pf the mat- 
jejr, Ami there will be no injury in feyjng 

q q 2 for* 

I Original ia the Paper Qffice, 
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Vat doth not tell how it came to bo there * 
becaufe he wanted that it fhould be reckon* 
ed the King's own a&. But behold how 
. tickliih a thing it is to conned falfhoods! The 
very fuppofition that the King (tabbed Rizio, 
diredly overturns the main point which Ruth* 
vert himfelf was labouring all along by word* 
and oaths chiefly to eftabliih, namely, that j& 
zio was not wounded in the room where the 
Queen fat : Now the King was all the while 
within that very room, even by his own ac» 
count. Let us next hear the King him* 
felf. 

Apud Edinburgum, xx, Martii, Anno Dom, 
Mdjlxv. 

JJOr as much as divers feditious and 
wicked per foas have malicioufly fpread 
romours, bruits, and privy whifperings a* 
mongft the lieges of this realm, flanderoufly 
and irreverently backbiting the King's maje- 
fty, as that the fate confpiracy and cruel mur- 
der, committed in pre fence of the Queen's high- 
vefs , and treafonably detaining of her maje- 
fty's noble perfon in captivity, was done at 
his commandment, by his counfel, affiftancc 
and approbation : His grace, for removing 
pf the evil opinion which the good fubje&$ 
maty be induced to cpnecive, through fuch 

falfe 
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£&Ue reports, and feditious rumours, hath as 
veil to the Queen's majcfty, as in prefence df 
the Lords of fecret council, plainly declared 
upon his honour, fidelity, and in the word df 
'a prince, that he never knew of any part df 
the laid treafonable confpiracy, whereof be is 
ilanderoufly and fakelefly a traduced : Nor 
*ever counfelled, commanded, confented, af- 
filed, nor approved of the fame. Thus 
£tr only his highnefs overfaw himfelf, that at 
the enticement and perfuafion of the (aid 
late Confptrators, his Grace, without the 
the Queen's majefty's advice or knowledge*, 
confented to the bringing home forth of J5*f- 
(and, of the Earls of " Murray, Glencaitn, 
-Rothes and other per Ions being there, with 
whom her highnefs was offended b ; which 
he hath in nowife denied. And this is the 
Ample, fincere and plain truth ; to all and 
fondiy be it made known and manifeft by 
thefe prefents. ' 

4 

Mr. ^Archibald ^Douglas minifter, or parfbn, 
of Douglas, who was one of the murderers 
of Rizio, and afterwards of the King him* 
feif, writes thus to Queen Mart concern- 
ing both; Please it your Majcfty. Ire- 

* cehred 



* i. e. Grbnndlefly or innocently. 
b And who were in a plot to murder himfelf. See a* 
kove, p. aox.— 211. 
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4 ceived yours ofthexii. of December ; and 
4 have feen fome part of the contents to 
4 Monfr. Mauvijfiere, ambaflador to his moft 
4 moft Chriftian Majefty : Both which are * 
4 greeatlle to .your princely dignity j as by the 
* ope your highnefs defire is, to know the true 
4 caufe of my banifhment; and your offers of 
■ 4 favour, if I fhall be innocent of the heinous 
4 faft committed on the perfon of your husband 
4 of good memory. The faid ambaflador declar- 
4 ed unto me, that if your husband's murder 
c could be laid upon me, you could not follf 
« cite my caufe, nor^ny perfon's concerned ia 
4 that execrable faft ; but would revenge the 
' fame. Your majefty 's offer of the innocence 
' of that crime is moft favourable ; and the de- 

* fire to know the fame moft equitable : And 

* therefore I fhall do the fame with all fimplici- 

* ty, fincerity and truth, to the end your moft 

* princely dignity may be my helper, if my in- 
4 nocencycanfufficiently appear; and procure 
4 my condemnation* if I be culpable in any 
4 thing, excepting the knowledge of the evil 
4 difpofed minds of the moft of the nobility, 
' againft your faid husband, and not revealing 
' of it ; which I am aflured was as fufEcient- 
4 ly known to himfelf, and to all that had a- 
' ny judgment in that realm : "Which I alio 

* was conftrained to understand, as I was 

* efpecially concerned between the Earl of 

Morton^ 
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f 3M[orto?2 9 and a good number of the nobili* 
f * ty, that then, with all humility, intercecded 
I* at your majefty's hinds f6r his relief j as Is 

* more efpecially contained in the declaration 

* following.;., in which I am confltained, for 
€ my own juftification,to call to your majefty^s 

** remembrance, though I am allured, to 
.? my griefs the reading thereof will offend 
** your princely mind* 

* May it pleafe your Majefty to remember, 

. € that in the year i$66 t the faid Earl of Mor* 

' ton, with divers of the noblemen and gentle- 

. c men> were declared rebels to your Majefty, 

* for the infolent murder committed in your 

* own chamber ; which, they alledged, was 

* done by command of your husband ; 
' who affirmed that he was compelled by 
' them to fubfcribe that warranty, given for 
' that effeft* However, the truth of that 

* matter remains among them ; it is not my 
' bufinefs* True it is, that I was one of 
'* that number, who heavily offended your 
' Majefty, and pafled into France, the time 
' of our banifhment, at the defire of the 

* reft, humbly to beg your brother, the ttioft 
1 chriftian King, to interceed for us : Altho* 
1 divers of no fmall reputation in that realm, 
4 were of opinion, that the faid faft merited 
' rather to * be requefted for, than pardon- 
1 ed, &c? 

r t At r. 
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Mr. *Douglas is fo far miftaken, when ht 
writes that the King faid he was compelled 
by the confpirators to fubfcribfe the warranty ; 
for we have feen, that he conftantly denied 
that ever he fubfcribed it, or was made privy 
to their defign ; and it is certain that he ever 
afterward bore them ill will. He once upon 
the 29th of September, refufed to enter the 
palace becaufe three or four Lords were then 
prefent with the Queen; and peremptorily 
infifted that they fliould be gone, before he 
would condefcend to come in ; although, fay 
the Lords of the privy council *, ' they were 
4 three of the greateft Lords of the kingdom :' 
Probably the Earls, Argyle, Murray, and 
Rothes ; for from the council-book it appears, 
that thefe three were at court about that 
time. He alfo urged that fecretary Lething- 
ton, Sir John Bellenden, juftice-clerk, and 
Mr. James Macgill clerkregifter, fliould be 
turned out of their offices, for being acceflbry 
to that murder. There was however no clear 
proof, but only againft the clerk-regifter, 
who was therefore turned out and banilhed; 
altho' there were no fmall grounds of fufpici- 
on againft the other two ; for the juftice- 
clerk 's brother, and two of the fecretary's ' 
fervants, were afiually prefent at the commit- 
ting that impious deed. 

George 

? Bp. Keith's Wft. p. 34$. 
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George Buchanan, treating of this affair, 
fays, • Proclamation was made by a herauld, 

* (and that not without laughter, amidft fo 

* much publick fadnefs) that no perfoo fliould 

* lay that the king was either partaker in 

* ^David's flaughter, or privy to it :' Which 
fentence is defective in two rcfpe&s ; firft, 
as is ufual with him, in point of veracity ; 
for the proclamation is purely declara- 
tive, without any authoritative injunction. 
Secondly, it is not very conformable to good 
fenfe : For let it be fuppofed that the King 
did really grant that warranty, yet none 
could have known that befides himfelf and 
Ibme of the chief confpirators, and few of 
thofe too, feeing Archibald ^Douglas could 
not tell whether it was fo, or not : And they 
being all fled, others furely had no founda- 

* fton for laughter, or derifion, on that account* 

After all I do not believe but that they 
had indeed drawn up that paper beforehand, 
in order to get it figned by the King ; for 
had it been an after-compofition, it is reafon- 
able to think that fome wicked things that are 
in it, would certainly have been omitted. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the mojl material tranfaSilons, 
from the murder of Rizio, to the 
murder of the King. 

UPon the fifth day of April, the Lords of 
th^ privy council judged it moft com- 
modious for the common weal of the coun- 
try, if it might (land with the Queen's ma- 
jetty's pleafu re, . and with the health of her 
body, that flie fhould remain in the cattle 
of Edinburgh, till flie fhould be deliver- 
ed of her birth. And in cafe her majefiy 
Ihould pafs to any other part to remain, the 
council fhould flill flay in Edinburgh, and 
fome noblemen fhould abide with the Queen's 
ijiajefty, where her Grace remained a . 

There was great need for this precaution ; 
for by the laft fentence, excepting one, in 
Morton and Ruthvenh letter to Tbrokmerton 
5*bove-recited b , it is certain enough that 
ther$ was a nevr eoqfpiracy in agitation $, 
mongft the reft of the religious brethren, for 
relieving them in fome fueh manner as they 
had ufed to bring home the brethren ; which 
defigu Jj feems was to have been accomplifh* 

cd 

» Pp. Keith's Hift. fol, p. 33 j. J p. 365, 
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ed during the time that the Queen fhould 
have been in childbed. Sir James Mevill 
writes, that on the pretence for preventing 
any thing of this kind, * the Earls of Hunt- 
4 ly zndBotbwell, together with the Biflxopof 
4 Rofs, envyhig the -favour which the Queen 

* file wed to the Earl of Murray, took occa- 

* fion, when her majefty's delivery drew near, 
4 to perfwade her to imprifon him, till flie 
4 fhould be delivered, alledgingtbat they were 
4 afluredly advertifed that he and his depen- 
4 ders were refolved to bring home the baniih- 
4 ed Lords, even at the very time of her child- 

* bearing : For they thought if once he [Mtir* 
' nary] were warded, they fhould find enough 
4 of devices to caufe him to be kept and dif 

* graced ; efpecially when he Ihould be ab- 
< fent, and not have opportunity of anfwering 

and refitting their calumnies : Whereof her 
Majefty, (continues Melvill) gave mean 
4 account, defiring me to mind her of their fe- 
4 cret defigns againft Murray y without any 
4 juft caufe, flowing only from their own 
4 hatred, who had devifed the fame. 

It hath been fhewn already, by the teftimo- 
ny of Morton and Rutbven themfelves a , that 
they did expe& to be foon relieved by Mur- 
ray and their other aflbciates, in like manner 
1& they had lately relieved him : And it is 

pretty 
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pretty certain that the privy council were 
very apprehenfive of fuch a defign, when, by 
their aft already mentioned, they find it moft 
convenient, for the common weal, that, if it 
might ftand with her Majefty's pleafure, and 
health of her body, flie fhould remain with- 
in the caftle oi Edinburgh till her deliverance ; 
for both that caftle and Stirling-czQXe, are 
unhealthful places ; on which account the 
Queen would have chofen neither of them ; 
nor would her council have given her fuch 
advice, had ic not been to difappoint confpi- 
racies. Any man therefore, who is acquaint- 
ed with JMkhill's other treacherous pra&ices, 
will be apt to conclude, not only that his nar- 
rative of this matter is full of grofs prevari- 
cations, but alio that he himfelf has been in 
that very plot, which he denies to have exift : 
ed ; and in this he feems to have ferved the 
mother juft as truftily as he afterwards ferved 
her fon, when, being fent by him with fome dif 
patches, he both a&ed contrary to his commif 
fion, and forgot to return with the anfwers : 
For which his Majefty gave him only this 
gentle reproof, that he was Corbie 9 s mejfcn- 
ger a , as we are informed by himfelf. 

Melvill however writes, € that the Queen 
4 went to Stirling, intending to ly in there : 

' Thither 

■ a A proverb with us, alluding to the raven fent out of 
the ark by Noah. See MelvilTs memoirs, p. 170. 
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* Thither the King followed her, and from 

* that to Alloway. At length fhe came back 

* to the caftle of Edinburgh ; and that it was 

* thought Ihe fled from the King's company/ 
In which there is no appearance of truth. It 
is evident from records under the great 
leal and privy feal, by the council book, and 
by original letters of that time, that the 
<^ueen bad not gone to Stirling before the 
5th of April, when the aft of council was 

* made about her remaining in the caftle of JSJ- 
din burgh ; and it is highly improbable, that, 
after the aft was made, (he flxould have chan- 
ged her mind. An hundred evidences I have 
feen, that fhe was at Edinburgh from the 
xix. day of March, till July, but have met 
with none that could ihew her to have been 
elfewhere. Knox alio informs us, that about 
Eafter the King went to Stirling ; that great 
numbers refortedto mafs in the chapel of H§~ 
ly-rood-boufe, albeit the Queen remained dill 
in the caftle, with her priefts of the chapel- 
royal. To the (a me purpofe too Buchanan 
writes, ' that foon after the ides, or xiii. day of 
4 April, the Queen perceiving the time of her 
4 delivery to approach, retired into the caftle 
€ ofEdinburgb\But as fhe folemnized the feaft 
of Eajler there, which that year happened on 
the xiv. day of April, it is certain enough 
that ihe mufthave retired thither rather be* 

fore 
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.fore the thirteenth day, than after it. And ift 
that cattle of Edinburgh ihe brought forth her 
Jon, upon t6e xix. day of June Mdlxvj. 
about ten o'clock in the forenoon. 

The Queen; upon her recovery, paft fo 
lAllozuay by water, in the end of the next 
month of July ; fo that Me hill has inverted 
the order of time, when he writes that thi 
was before her delivery. Small anachronifins 
of this fort are too common, and although 
they are not fo unpardonable, when people fall 
into them without defign, yet do they ibme- 
times contribute to confound the truth of 
hiftory, no lefs than pure fictions* George 
Buchanan** account of this matter is, € That 

* the Queen, fearing as it were, left her favour 
9 to the Earl of Bothwell ihould not be fuffi* 
€ ciently manifefted, once upon a day, very 

* early in the morning, with one or two atteft* 
' dants pafled down to Newbaven, and with- 
' out letting any mortal know whither ihe was 
' hurrying, went on board a fmall veflel that 

• ' lay there in readinefs. It had been prepa- 

* ed by William and Edmund Blackaders, 

* Edward Robertfon and Thomas *Dickfon, all 
' of them dependants on the Earl of Bothwell, 
' and pirates notorious for rapacity. With 
1 this retinue of robbers then, fays he, to the 

* great aftonifhment of all good men, (he put to 
I fea, without taking alongft with her fo muc 
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* as one of her fervants of higher rahks And 

* in jflloway caftle, where the fliip arrived, 
f lhe demeaned herfelf for fome days, as if fhe 
5 had forgot not only royal dignity, but even 
the modefty of matron.' In which narrati* 
on there are not a few blemiihes : As, firft> 
when he affirms, that the Queen made this tout 
jn order to manifeft her great regard to Both* 
well, and yet doth not make it to appear from 
any thing that he fays, that Botbwell was in 
^her retinue. Secondly, when he tells that no 

body knew whither her Majefty was bound ; 

and with the fame breath acquaints us, that 

' a fliip lay in readinefs for receiving her. How* 

ever, if it fliall be asked, Whether Botbwell 

did not aftually accompany the Queen, to Al- 

loway, at this jun&ure ? It is moil probable 

that he did ; for if he was not either fick, or 

abfent upon neceflary bufinefs, it furely well 

became him, as hereditary admiral of Scotland, 

to attend the Queen by fea. Hence alfo the 

reafon is evident, why William and Edmund 

Blacaderr, together with the reft of Both* 

<wellh dependents, d^d prepare the fhip for 

the Queen, even becaufe they were the Lord 

high admiral's captains and officers* Thefe are 

the men whom Buchanan calls noted pirated ; 

although it had never beexi heard that the 

Earl of Bothwell admiral, or his officers, 

had been concerned in any piracies, JBuckan* 

f f tn 
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an copied thefe tales into his hiftory, out of 
bis own infamous detection, but not with that 
(mail confiftency and coherence in which 
they (land there : And in writing his detecti- 
on, he took the hint from a paper which 
Murray prefented to Queen Elizabeth at the 
conferences at JVeftminfter, where, among 
many other ftories, which can be proved to 
be untruths, from publick records, they fay, 
That July 20. or thereabouts Queen Mary 
fled the King's company, and pa ft by boat with 
the pirates to Alloway, where the King com- 
ing, was repulfed a . 

But ihe had not, according to George Bu- 
chanan, fo much as one fervant or. Officer of 
rank, or note, in her train. If fo, the Earl 
of Bothwell furely was not there, for he was 
the greateft officer within the kingdom, both 
by fea and land : And if neither he,, nor any 
other officer or fervant of any rank went 
along ; this expedition could in no ways an- 
fwer the end of manifefting her Majefty's 
high regard for that Earl, for which Bucha- 
nan fays it was intended. The truth of the 
matter is, the Queen aftually had her mini- 
fters of flute about her, as is evident by a 
number of charters under both the great and 
privy feals, as.alfo her privy council, which 
met at Alloway upon the xxviii. of July, as 

* See Anderfon's collections, vol. 2.p. 269. 
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Appears from their publick proclamation of 

that date^ 'charging all Lords, Barons, Free- 

* holders, &c. within the fherifftlomes of E* 

4 * dinburgh, Berwick, Selkirk, Peblis, La* 

4 . narky Renfrew, Clackmannan, Kinrofs, Fife, 

4 and withio the conftabulary of Hadington, 

4 that they, with their fubftantial houftiolders 

4 and friends, all furnilhed in warlike manner, 

4 Ihoiild come to Peblis, upon the xiii. 

4 day of Auguft to meet the King and Queen, 

4 who for punifliing offenders, and efta- 

4 blilhing juftice univerfally, were to pafs 

' through the whole realm, beginning at the 

4 borders.' Which proclamation is ingrofled' 

in the record 6f privy-council. From which 

record it alfo appears that the Queen had 

not gone to jilloway fo foon as the xx. day 

°f \y u h> as Murray and Morton did aflert ; 

for by another aft entered therein, we find 

that the King, the Queen and privy-council 

were all at Edinburgh upon the xxiv. and 

that ,her Majefty was ftill at Edinburgh upon' 

the xxv. of that month, appears by a charter 

under the privy feal a . They had returned 

to Edinburgh upon the xxix. on account of 

fome bufinefs, as it would feem, which could 

not well be tranfafted elfewHere ; for there 

are charters granted both at jilloway an4 

Edinburgh that very day *>. And there are 

f f 2 others 

J P. S. Reg. lib. 35, fol. 56. b Ibid, fol 60. tfc. 
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others bearing date at Holy-rood-boufe upatr 
the xxxi. On which day alfo the privy-' 
council fitting at Edinburgh did appoint let- 
ters to be dire&ed to the provoft, baillies, and 
inhabitants of Jedburgh f charging them to 
prepare meat, drink, and lodgings for men and 
horfes for the aflizes or juftice court appointed 
to be held there upon the xvii. day oiAuguft, 
at which the King and Queen declared they 
intended to be prefent. Upon the firft day 
of *Auguft, it feems the Queen and court 
went back again to Alloway ; for there are 
charters granted both at Edinburgh and At- 
loway bearing that date »• Nor was her 
Majefty attended to that place by her pri* 
vy council and officers of ftate only, but 
alfo by Monfr. de Mauvijfiere the French am* 
baflador i And the King her husband was 
pleafed to flay there two nights ; although 
Buchanan writes, ' That when the King had 
4 followed her to Alloway by land, he hard- 
4 ly got a few hours allowed him for hi* 
4 fervants to refrefh themfelves ; but as a 
4 troublefome difturber of her pleafures, he 
4 was commanded to return to the place 
1 from whence he came.' Now the Queen 
at this iecond time did not flay at that 
place above two or three nights, at moft j for 

we 

i Pr S. fc?g, fbl f 64- 78. 
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«re find that upon the iv. day of Augufl 
She was come back to Edinburgh a . 

Before the middle of the month of Augufl, 
the King and Queen had paft to their foreft 
of Ettrick, to recreate themfelves by hunting 
the deer b ; but the game had been fo entire- 
ly deftroyed, that they could get no paftime 
there of that kind, as they themfelves declare, 
in their privy council holden at Rodono the 
xvi. day of that month, at which time they 
ena&ed a proclamation to be made .for obfer- 
vingthe afts of parliament and former procla- 
mations againft {hooting deer : Nevertheless 
they remained in that country for fbme days, 
and were at Traquair the xix. day of that 
month c . From thence their Majefties went 
towards the weft em Highlands to hunt there, 
and were at <Drymen on the xxx. day of 
Augufl <*, and they had come to Stirling in 
the beginning of September c . 

George Buchanan's poetical fancy feems to 
have been much exhaufted when he wrote of 
thefe matters ; and being unable to invent a- 
ny particular fc&ndal on this occafion, he in- 
velopes himfelf under a general one ; for with 
him the Queen his great benefaftrefs, whe- 
ther 

. « Ibid. fol. 61. h Holinfhead's hifi. of Scotland. 
5p. Keith's hift. p. 34f • and his Append, p. 169. 

c P. S. Reg, lib. 3$. fol. 63., * Ibid. fol. 67. c Ibid, 
foi. 68. 69. 
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of his father's letter ; befeeching him to de- 
clare his reafons for his intended voyage ) 
but could get no fatisfa&ion. On the mor* 
row therefore lhe conveened her privy-coun- 
cil, together with the French ambaflador ; 
and John Lefly Bifhop of Rofi, by the 
Queen's commandment, declared the King's 
intention before them ; and his father's 
letter was produced and read in their pre* 
fence. Which being done, firft the Lords 
of privy-council defired the King to ao ; 
quaint them, whether he had taken a refblu- 
tion to depart out of the realm by fea ? And 
if he had, for what reafon, and upon what 
defign ? But he feemed to have no inclination 
to give them any fatisfa&ion. Then the 
Queen, taking him by the hand, befoughc 
him for God's fake to declare whether flie 
had given him any occafion for any fiich in- 
dention ? And entreated that he would deal 
plainly, and not fpare her. Laftly, the 
French ambaflador add reded him in terms 
becoming his charafter, when called to be pre* 
fent about an affair fb extraordinary. But he 
would not acknowledge that he intended any 
fuch voyage, or laboured under any difcon* 
tent. In particular he declared, that the 
Queen had given him no ground for any ; 
and with that he left the chamber of pre fence, 
ufing thefc words to her Majefty, *A 

iiw, 



vf King Henry Darnly. a 9$ 

Heu,Mtdam t yQu /hall nut fie my face for along 
while ; Arid bidding farewell to the French. 
ambaflador, and alfo to the Lords of privy- 
council. Soon thereafter he feot a letter to 
the Queen, written in a fort of difguifed ftile, 
fignifying that he {till had a defign to leave 
the kingdom, and expreffing the reafons of his 
difpleafure, which were two : Viz. That 
her Majefty trnfted him not with fo much au- 
thority, nor was now at fuch pains to ad- 
vance him, and make him to be honoured in 
the nation, as at firft : And that no body at- 
tended him ; for the nobility did forfake his 
company/ To wit, he wanted to have the 
whole admimftration put into his hands; but 
how unwifely the Queen would have afted if 
fhe had done fo, muft be obvious to every 
body. It hath been fhewn already a , by the 
mutual contra&s betwixt him and Murray, 
and his party, that he had a defign to diveft 
the Queen of the government, entirely by 
their means, and to feize it hirofelf : And 
this they had obliged themfelves to bring a- 
J^out, and to banilh or flay every mortal that 
fhould oppofe or gainfay him in that matter, 
providing that he would prevent their forfeit 
ture. He had fulfilled his part ? But thejr 
were fo unthankful, that they fhunned hi* 
Company : And feeing they did io, who had 
i . t t re- 

? P. 227. 
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receivd fo great a favour by his means, it wa» 
not to be wondered at, if others of the nobili- 
ty, whom he and Murray, &c. had deflined 
for deftru&ion, ftiouid fhun him alfo. 

King Henry being thus gulled and difap- 
pointed by Murray and his party, and ha- 
ving no reafon to expeft any other afliftants 
at home for accomplifhing his defign, he de- 
termined to feek help from abroad : For that 
feems to have been the end of his intended 
journey. ' He wrote, fays Knox, to the Pope, 
4 to the King of Spain, and to the King of 
4 France, complaining of the date of the coun- 
€ try, which was all out of order ; all be- 
4 caufe that mafs and popery were not again 
' erefted ; giving the whole blame thereof to 
' the Queen, as not managing the catholick 

* caufe aright. By fbme knave, (ays he, this 
4 poor Prince was betrayed ; and the Queen 

* got a copy of thefe letters into her hands, 
€ and therefore threatned him fore : And 
4 there was never after that any appearance 
4 of love betwixt them/ Knox ought not to 
have written the laft part of this fentence ; 
for furely there was appearance of love, on 
the Queen's fide at leaft : And that her Ma- 
Jefty threatned her husband, is fo inconfiftent 
with every part of her conduit, of which we 
have any certainty, that it can never meet 

with 
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yvixh credit upon the bare authority of a man 

like Knox. . 

The relation which is here given of the 

King's intended journey, is taken from the 

accounts of that matter which were fent to the 

court of France, both by the privy council of 

Scotland, and by the French ambaffador, in the 

month of OElober. But George Buchanan tells 

another ftory. To make his narration tally 

the better with the forged letters, he puts off 

this affair, which really was tranfafted in 

September, till January thereafter. ' When 

* the Queen heard, fays he, that the King 
' was recovered, as having overcome the poi- 

* Ion, by the vigour of his youth, and ftrength 

* of his natural conftitution, a new plot was 
€ devifed for cutting him off, and fome of th$ 
€ nobility were made privy to the wicked 

* defign ; when in the mean time news was 

* brought her, that the King purpofed to fly 

* to France or Spain, and that he had con- 

* ferred on that affair with fome Engli/bmen, 
' who had a fhip ftationed in the Frith of 

* Clyde : Some were of opinion that a proper 

* opportunity prefented itfelf why the Queen 
4 fhould fend for him,and if herefufed to come, 

* that he fliould be flain openly : Nor were 

* there wanting people who promifed their af 

* fiftance. Others advifed that the wicked 
I deed fliould be executed privately ; They 

t t 2 ' aU 
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€ all agreed, that it ought to be done fpeedft 
4 before he were * throughly recovered.* Ai 
yet we fee from the beft authorities, thatthii 
matter had been examined and canvafled ii 
council in his own prefence, and the bufim 
all over, in a manner dire&ly oppofite, aboul 
three months before he fell fick. And it ma] 
be doubted whether an example can be given; 
where any other hiftorian before Buchanan, 
ever dared to fly fo confidently and fully in 
the face of a truth, fo well known in his own 
time, as Buchanan hath done here. 
» Their Majefties, as has been faid already, 
had determined to hold aflizes throughout 
the kingdom, and . to be perfonally prefent 
thereat : For this purpofe the juftice had re- 
ceived command to take up indiftments, and all 
perfons who had any aftions to purfue or de- 
fend, had been forewarned thereof by procla- 
mation, as appears by th* aft of the privy coun- 
cil the xxi. day of July. Upon the xxviii. 
day of the fame month it had been refolved in 
council, to begin to hold the firft of thefe courts 
at Jedburgh, upon the xvii. day of jiuguft, 
Sand to fummon the noblemen, gentlemen, and 
freeholders, &c. of feveral adjacent Aires, to 
meet their Majefties at Pehlis upon the 
xiiL day of that month ; and upon the laft 
<ky of July this magiftrates and inhabitants 
tf Jedburgh, were charged to prepare meat, 

drink 
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drink and lodging for men and horfes » : But 
becaufe the harveft was approaching, the mat- 
ter was adjourned by another aft of the privy 
council, dated at Edinburgh the viii. day of 
diuguft. Then upon the xxiv. of September 
the privy council appointed the noblemen and 
gentlemen, &c. of the feveral adjacent {hires, 
to be charged by publick proclamation, to 
meet their Majefties vxMelrofs, upon the viii. 
day of OStaber ; but before that day came, 
•the King had abfented himfelf ; and the 
•Queen, was obliged to go without him. 

A day or two b before flie took this jour- 
ftey, the Earl of Bothwell, Lord lieutenant of 
.the marches, went before to bring in fome of 
4he Elliots, a fraall unruly tribe, living near 
ihe borders, who, with the affiftance of fome 
-of their neighbours, and the connivance of 
the Englijh wardens, had raifed confiderable 
difturbances in favour of the Earl of Morton 
and his aflbciates. But they had before-hand 
refolved to aflaflinate BotbwelL Andaccon- 
dingly one of them aflaulted him unawares, 
whom, it feems, he flew, but not till he him- 
felf was firftgrievoufly wounded .; 

Aa the firft reports concerning matters of 
this nature, are often not very conformable to 

truth, 

' ■ See above, p. 294. * It could be no (boner, for the 
Eatl Botkmell fat in a convention at Edinburgh, Septea* 
bervi. Rtg.P. C. 
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truth, news came to Jedburgh that* the Eai 
of Bbthwell and fome of his men were flail 
Or rather the news were firft difperfed at Jet 
burgh, for nothing lefs was defigned, and 
thing lefs expefted by fome people there, ai 
4hall be made appear immediately. Nes 
day therefore, being the xvi. of OSlober a , th< 
Queen and council paft from Jedburgh to tin 
■Hermitage, with an armed force, to quell th< 
infurreftion ; but the aflaffines had taken n 
fuge in England, as had been concerted be« 
twixt them and the Englijh wardens. Th< 
•Queen thinking it unfafe to trutt her perfbj 
further in fo bad neighbourhod, hafted bad 
to Jedburgh that very night : And doubtle($| 
had lhe known that fome of the principal con- 
trivers of the plot to murder BotbweU were 
in her own retinue, namely the Earl of Mur- 
ray and his aflbciates, fhe would have been 
ftill more afraid. They had not only form- 
ed the plot, but had likewife imparted their 
•defign, and the manner of accompliihing it fo 
the Earl of Bedford, Lieutenant of the Englijb 
marches, a man very zealous for reforma- 
tion, who, upon the 3d of^dugujl, writes thus 
to fecretary Cecil b , '■ The lairds of Brunjlon 

€ and 

• The Queen grants a charter at the Armitage. xvi. 
day of October Mdlxvi. Reg. priv. SigiL lib. xxv.fol. 

IV . . . 
» Original Cotton Lib. Calig. B. 10- ftl. 380. 
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1 and Elphinjton, who .were abroad with the 
p Earl of Morton, have, by the Earl of Mur* 
r ray's means, got their pardon, and are gone 
r home, The Queen thinketh, as I hear, 

* that the Earl of Morton is returned home, 

* and is come to the Lady of Crawford, who 

* of old time hath been a friend of his after 
4 the Scottijh manner : And there he is ^vith 

* her ; and the Queen fent a company to 
*• (earch for him. She meaneth fhortly to go 
€ againft the laird of Cefsford and his lbn, 

* with a great force, and to keep a juftice 
4 court at Jedwortb for that purpofc : But 

* fome doubt if it be kept. Then Botbwett 
4 fhall come with a force, and fubdue all. 

* But the gentlemen, as the Lord Home, 
1 lairds of Cefsford and Buccleugb, and the 
4 reft of the fir name, do promife to live and 
€ die with Cefsford, 'and to withftand Botb\ 
€ well, unlefs the Queen come in perfon/ 

4 The Elliots, who, we feared would be* 
4 lome our open enemies, have fent to ths 
4 Lord Warden and me, to fuffer them to ly 

* five or fix days upon our borders: And we 
4 anfwered, As much as we might do, with- 
4 out breach of amity, and 4% the treaty will 

* any ways bear, we will ihew them favour. 
1 And they promife us all quietnefs and good 
4 neighbourhood,' 

Again 
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Again upon the xii. day of Auguft, be 
writes to Cecil in thefe words a , ' I have 
4 heard fince MauviJJiere*s going thence, that 
c the King and Queen have .bedded together, 
4 whereby, 'tis thought, fome better agree- 

* ment may enfue. The journey to Jed- 

* burgh holdeth not. Pray remember the 
4 laird of Grange, for were it not for him, the 

* Queen's Majefty in this refpeft [of privy 
' intelligence] had been but ill ferved. He 

* hath right well deferved, and therefore I 
' truft you will have confederation of him. 9 

4 I have heard that there is a. device 
' working for the Earl of Botbwell ; the par* 
' ticularities whereof I might have heard. 
< But beeaufe such dealings like me not, 
*- 1 defire to hear no further thereof, &c. 
The Queen in returning from the Her mi* 
tag*, was fo far affe&ed . by the night air, 
that die next day, being Thurfday the xvii. 
of Ofttber, ihe was feiZed with a malignant 
fever, which continued to increafe till the xxiii. 
when fhe found fome fmall relief, but upon 
the xxiv. flic retapfed, and fwooned away. 
On the xxv. at fix in the morning, ihe lay a9 
if fhe had been quite dead for a con Gd era Me 
time ; then falling Into a great fweat, the fe» 
ircr left her * .in a very weakly condition. 

Let 

* * 4 

: * ttM. fol. 382. b See the letters from Monfr. le 
Croc and the Bp. of Rofs, to the Abp. of Glafgow, in 
"he Append, to Bp. Keith's hUt. p» 133. 
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• Let George -Buchanan's account of tlui 
Queen's ficknefs be compared with thefe un[- 
iHJeftionaf>le fa£s, and it will tixife in every 
bne a jiijt notion of the religion, iflbdefty and 
^eracity of the man; * The Queen; fays he, 

* upon iier return to jfedbtirgh; furnifhes and 

* prepares every thing for tranfpdrting Both* 
} well thither, with the higheft anxiety ahd 

* diligence! Ahd after he was brought; iheif 

* cohabitation ahd familiarity was little tri 

* the credit dfeitheh In Which place, \vhether 
/ by reafori 6f their toils by night and by day, 
/ nbt very feemly bven for themfelves, but 
/ disgraceful in. the people's eyes ; or whc- 
'*, ther thro' fome fecret providence of God ; 
//the Qudeii contracted a diftemper fo ex- 

' trenie and peftUent, that no body entertain- 
er $d almoft any hopes bf her life^' 
' ^rom what we; have feeh already, the 
Queen was riioft certainly in extreme danget 
i>f her life ; but as to the other ftfange and 
unbecoming anions hfere enumerated, feeing 
tl>ey cquU not have happeiied, tinlefs be* 
twixt frednefdaji late in the night, when the 
Queen returned to Jedburgh^ ahd Thurfdaft 
inorning, when fhe fickened ; let the pro- 
blem; Whether they Could poffibly have hap- 
pened at all, or hot, be difcufled betwixt Bu* 
chanarC.% mbft hardy \ defenders, and Icyth.e- 
besFing Time.' Buchanan further, adds, ' that 

xv u hoW 
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' how foon the King was informed of 
# Queen's ficknefs, he hafted to Jedburgh 
1 journies exceeding great:* Although 
road betwixt Jedburgh and Stirling, froi 
whence, he fays, the King came, will n< 
'make one exceedingly great day's journ< 
The like he had written a little before, of I 
Queen's marching to the Hermitage, by gret 
journies ; and to make his ftory pafs the 
ter, he affirms that Ihe polled thither froi 
Borthwick ; whereas it appears from the pi 
vy council book s and other records, ths 
her Majefty had been at Jedburgh about eigl 
days before fhe fet out for the Hermitage 
and the diftance betwixt there places is onlj 
about eighteen miles. Such reprefentatkn 
are proper enough for mifleading foreigners, 
who know not the diftance betwixt thefe pla- 
ces ) but how great muft his confidence have 
been who publifhed them amongft the natives! 
The worft of all is,that the King came not to 
enquire for the Queen all the time that (he had 
the fever, nor for fbme days after it had left 
her. The French ambaflador writes in his 

let- 

* An aft of the privy council at Jedburgh, decimo Oth- 
brts i $6&, for regulating the price of victuals, begins thus : 
FORSAMEKILAS, after the Queen's majeftie's coming 
to the burgh of Jedburgh, complaint was made to her 
' highnefs of the great exorbitant derthraifit, and extorfi- 
, on nGt upon the fubjetfs repairing thereto in hcrHieneft's 
company, <5v. 
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fetter dated at Jedburgh the xxiv. day oiOSlo- 

fer,that the King was at GlaJgow,znd had not 

as yet come there, tho' he had been advertifed 

of her Majefty's ficknefs, and had time enough 

fco haveeome, had he been willing: This is a 

fault; fays he, for which I can make no apolo* 

gy *. And by a letter from the Bifhop ofRo/s, 

ipentioned already, it appears that he was not 

yet arrived at Jedburgh upon the xxvii. What 

YegGption or entertainment he met with when 

h& <;ame,Icaonot precifely affirm; but furely 

ft would not be Jthe better that the Queen was 

Cpdifpofec), 

1, After (laying f*ear 3 nionth at Jedburgh, 
the Queep, with eight hundred, or a thou- 
fand hqrf^men in her retinue, firft came to 
J&lfo, where the privy council fat upon the 
£fth and tenth days of November : Then 
c?lpng a tQur by Berwick, and along the 
£oaft by T)uqbqr, (he came tq Craigmillar in 
the neighbourhood of Pdinburgb, on or before 
$he spriv. day of thstf jnonth ; where ihe tar- 
ried for the mqft part till the xiii. of Decem- 
ber b , that flie went tqwafds Stirling, for 
bathing the Prince, " * 

George Buchanan reprefepts this whole af- 
fair of holding courts of jqftice pm the bor- 

u u 2 ders. 

* k 

* Append, to Bp. Keith's hid. p. 133* 
, b The Queen was at Linlithgow the xiii. of December 
tn her way to Stirling/ Reg. P. S. lib. $6. JoU 49. 
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ders, as if it ha4 been only a jaunt for plea : 
lure, from place to place, betwixt the Queejf 
and Bolbzvell ; and it is reprefented in the 
fame manner in a falfe journal of her pro- 
ceedings, prfefented to Queen Elizabeth anrf 
Jier court by fhe Earl of Murray, in the 
Year 1568 a . Whereas flie was attended by 
her whole court and council, and a great arm- 
ed force, for adniiniftratipn of jufiice, accord: 
ing tp the cuftom of her predeceflbf §. One 
ipay fee in Howard's colletti on of letters b , 
that her father held courts for the like purpofq 
?n thefe very phces, Jedburgh, the Hermitage, 
arid Kelfo, in January Mdxli. And that 
her mother had done the? feme in the months 
?ijune and July, in the year Mdliv.' is to 
Be feen in Slrype's memorials <•. But fuch is 
the wickednefs of our hiftorian/that out of the 
moft innocent, juft and n«jcefl"ary tranfaftions, 
he extrafts reproach and fcandal againft" the 
Queen/ f While, the Queen and Both-well, 

* fays he J,. w,ere yet both 'tick, fhe of her 
' fever, and he of his vfound, fhe, in great 
f feeblenefs of her body, paid him viffts e- 
' very day : And when both; began to be 
' a little better, but before they had fuffi- 

* ciently • recovered flxengrtv they return- 
' ed to their wonted paftime, and fo publick- 

i^ Ap I m ^- > 2 47- b .p. i^SoV «yoi. 3. p. i 37 

* Dcttfbon^c hift. lib. 18; • '*' firs'-. 
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f ly too; that they teemed to dread nothing 
•f more thart that 'their lewdnefs fhould be un* 
f known/* He had forgotteh that he had 
immediately before brought the very fame 
charge againfl them, v/henJ3otfrweIl 9 $ wound* 
•were yet quite green, and while all other cii> 
cqmfhlnces of time and place" rendered the 
thing impoffible *. No man fu rely could have 
written thus, who was hot'himfelf poflefTed 
pf a very lewd< heart , This agrees with the . 
ihort charafter which, the Queen herfelf gav$ 
pf him, € Buchanan is known to b6 a leweJ 
f man and Atheist b . His naughty poem* 
ferve likewrfe to confirm the firft part of- this, 
charafter ; J - and his affifting in the forgery 6f 
letters to 'Botbwell, and»then offering to (Veatf 
theni upoh the Queen vfeems to juftify th6 
laftpart of it : And therefore it ought to have 
had a place aVrtongft the teftimonies concern^ 
ing him, prefixed to his works, rather thanl 
many of the reft, which are altogether falfe. ". 
During her MajeftyV ft ay at Craigmillar, 
Murray, ftill purfuirig .the 6ld confpiracyi 
which he had formed againfii the KingVlife: 
to a morning in the beginning of 'December^ 
he and fecretary Lethington came to the Earl 
ef Argyll chamber, who was yet a-bedj; 

and after lamenting the banlfliment of the Earl 

:• : •. of 

* 

V » See above, P. 307. h Letter from the Earl of 
Sb^wsbury and Mr. Beal to Queen Elizabeth. Cottoju 
Ubr. Calig. c. 9, f Append, p. 142, 



jit fyfuiry *nt° t&* Murder 

q£ Morton, the Lords Lindfay and Rutfmen\ 
with the reft of tfyeir fa&ion, they faid, thatthi 
pccafiQn of the xqurder of David Rizio, wh 
was fla^ ip. the Queen's pwjefty's prefem 
#ras to trouble and flpp the parliament 
which tfce E a tf pf Murray fhould have he< 
declared rebel and forfeited : And feeing that 
the fome was donp £qt the Earl of Murrafi 
welfare, it \yould be efteeiped ipgratitude \\ 
Imp, if he f and his friends, fa reciprocal] 
manner, did pot enterprise All that was iq 
their power for the relief of thofebaniihedi 
perfons : Whereof they tjipught that ArX 
gylf, for his part, fliould have been a? defirJ 
ous as they were, *drgyle agreed to do forfj 
their relief every thing in his power that 
would not offend the Queen. Letfyngtom 
told him,That the moft re?dy and beft way tQ 
obtain Mortar? % pardon, was to proraife to 
|he Queen, to find means to divorce her ]\fa ? 
jelly from the King her husband, who had fo 
highly offended her. ^rgyle doubted how 
that could be done. Upon which Letting* 
ton undertook that Murray and he hhpfelf 
ihould find the means to make the Queen 
$uit [Jree"] of him, if jlrgyle and the &p;\ 
of Huntly would only wink &t the matter i 
They applied to \Argyle firft, beetle it wa» 
moft probable and reafonable that he ihould 
exert himfelf for the relief of Morton, feeing 

he 



of King Heary Darifly. 3*3 

he himfelf, as well as Murray and thfe others, 
had efcaped from being forfeited by Morton* s 
means. Then they fent for the Earf of Hunt- 
ly, and propounded the matter to him ; and, 
for his confent, promifed that thef fhould get 
htm reftored to his lands and offices, to which 
he had as yet been reftored only in part, and 
^the aft of forfeiture agarnft him and fails 
friends flood ftill unreduced : In which 
matter they allured him not only of their own 
'friend (hip and affiftancc, but alio that Mot- 
"ton and his accomplices fhould do the like. 
Huntly anfwered, that he fhould make no flop 
to any thing that might be profitable and ho* 
tiourable, and efpecially wherein the Queen's 
pleafure and welfare might confift. Theh 
they all four went to the Earl of BothwellH 
'chamber, to (bund his mind, and get his ad- 
vice in the matter, who did not gainfay any 
" more than the others ; and no wonder, for 
* Huntly was his brother-in-law ; on which a£- 
. count he would be ready to fludy his advan- 
tage. Befides Murray and Letbington had 
made all the other three believe that the pro- 
pofal had come originally from the Queen. 

In the lad place! all thefe five perfon? 
went together to her majefly ; and Letbingtok 
having recounted a great number of grievous 
and intolerable offences that the King heir 
husband had moft ungratefully given her, 

and 
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tod how be every, day proceeded- from ill to 
worfe, be propoft?d;that if her Majefty would 
.pardon the.;Earl.,bf Mortiri, arid the Lordl 
Ruthveh znkLindfay, with* their accomplices; 
he and the others then prefent fhould find 
means to procure her divorfcfc from her hus- 
band, in which matter her,raajefty fliould nor 
iieed to) intermeddle ; enlarging upon the 
great hedeffity that fhfc had to take Tefohitioii 
therein for her own eafe and that of the realm/ 
became he troubled both herfelf arid all or 
th$jn, and. would not ceafe till he did hef 
Xome evil turn, to which it would be difficult 
for her to find a remedy. 
.-..The Queen anfweredj That flie Would 
( hear thetn only iipon two conditions : Firft; 
that the divorce » could be made lawfully; 
and fetfondly, that it would not be prejudici- 
al to her fon 2 Qthefwife * flie would rathe* 
endure all torments than copfent. That per- 
haps her husband would change his opinion ; 
and that it were better that fhe herfelf fhould 
:pafsto Franc rfof fome time, till he fhoufd 
acknowledge hipfelf. Th.ey undertook to 
bring about every thing rightly for her wel- 
fare, and t^ie fecyrity of her fon. Btft the 
Queen difcharged them to do any thing which 
might fpot her honour or confciencc, praying 
them rather to. let things continue in the fame 
Eftate in which they were, abiding till God 

of 
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if 61s goodnefs fhould provide a remedy i 
Chat they, believihg to da her a fervice; 
plight poffibly dp fomething that might turn 
to her difpleafure. But Letbington ftill infift- 
rd that her Majefty would leave the manage- 
ment of the matter to them, arid then flic 
fhould fee nothing but what was good, and 
all apprdved by parliament. ? For thefe rea- 
(bns, the Earls tfiHuntly and Argyle did de- 
clare that/ as thp murdfer of the King follow- 
ed loon thereafter, ' they judged in their 
? confciences; and held for certain truthy 

* that the Earl of Murray and feeretary Le* 
4 thingterij were the authors, ihventers^ devi- 

* feri, counfellors, and caufers of his murder^ 
' in whatfoever mantier, of by what perfbn* 
' foever the fame wast executed S As may 
fee feeh at length in their proteftation upon 
that head a i And it is thought that no man 
in his fenfes, who confiders the matter, will 
be of another opinion, efpecialiy if he is ac 
quainted with any of Murray's former or 
after practices. ,r Tis very likely that this: 
device of the divorce was contrived in order 
to baftardize the Prince, and fo to fet him and 
Murray upon a level* 

I am well aware that Mdnfr. de Kapik 
JThoyras, in his hiftory of England, falls foul 
upon Camden fpr giving an abridgment of 

xi this 

? Append, p. 316* 
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this proteftatkm of thefe two. Earls ; affirm- 
ing that it mud be a forgery ; and with t 
great deal of jargon, founded on ignorance, 
and interlarded with nonfenfe, he attempts 
to evince the forgery. In anfwer to all which 
k is enough to remark, that Murray's own o- 
riginal anfwer to this proteftation is ftill ex* 
tant. For he,, good man ! having been be- 
fore publickly accufed of that murder a , to 
his face, and being challenged too on that 
account by Lord Herrys, had modeftly de- 
clined either to anfwer, or fight. Challen- 
ges by notorious aflaffines, fuch as Lord 
Lindfay, and Kirkcaldy the laird of Grange, 
were, in his way of reafoning b , no fmall pre- 
emptions againft the Earl of Both-well ; at 
leaft he would have them to be fo efteemed : 
But challenges agaihft himfelf were to be eva- 
ded by fubterfogefc, till he heard of this pro- 
teftation by the two Earls, and a challenge 
at.theend.ofit : Then indeed he thought 
himfelf obliged to anfwer in this manner : 
That the cuftoiri of his adverfaries was, 
and had been, rather to calumniate and back- 
bite him in his abfence, than before his face • 
and fo it might happen, that after he Oiou Id 
be departed out of England, they would per- 
haps 

• Append, p. 271. 298. 303. 
Ibid. p. 145. Andcrfoa's colfeaions, vol. x. part 2. 
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haps flanderoufly and untruly make reports.; 
of him, particularly concerning fpme Ipeeches 
made in his hearing at Craigmillar, \nNovem* 
her 1 $66. Therefore, he had declared that 
whole raattter fincerely and truly, and as 
he would anfwer to Almighty God, to the 
Queen of England ; as he truftedher Highnek 
would report. And if any man would fay 
and affirm, that ever he was prefent when a- 
ny purpofes were holden at Craigmillar in 
his hearing, tending to any unlawful or dis- 
honourable end, or that ever he fubferibed 
any bands there ; why ! he averred that they 
fpoke wickedly and untruly; which he would 
maintain againft them, as became an honed 
man, to the end of his life. He only fub- 
(bribed a band with the Earls of Huntfy, *Ar* 
gyle and Both well at Edinburgh in the begin- 
ning of OBober 1566, in fign of their recon- 
ciliation, in refpefi of former grudges that had 
been amongft them ; which he was conftrain- 
ed to promife to do, before he could be ad- 
mitted to the Queen's prefence, or have any 
fhew of her favour r But that he neither 
made any other band, nor had any propofed 
to him before the King's murder ; nor could 
he be prevailed, upon by any perfuafion to 
fubferibe any band after that murder, al- 
though he was earneftly urged to do fo, 

x x a as 
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a* he affirmed,by the Queen's commandment** 
' Thus Murray himfelf plainly acknowv 
ledgcth that there ' were fuch conferences a* 
Huntly and ArgyU had affirmed. And his bold 
aflertion that they did not tend to an unlaw- 
ful or dishonourable end, will never go down 
with any who will confider the nature of them, 
and the man*s former pra&ices : Every one 
piuft fee that he defigned much mifchiefa^ 
gainft the King at lead ; and that, he had for- 
merly formed a confpiracy to mqrder him, 
hath been proved already h . His declaring 
to the Queen of England the efFeft of the 
whole purpofes fpoken in his audience at that 
time, can give no manner of fatisfa&ion : 
That Queen knew before hand how he had 
confpired to murder the King, and had her- 
felf furthered the enterprife ; fo that could be 
no great news to her. In fhort this anfwer is 
altogether dark and difingenuous. His long 
ilory about figning bands, hath no relation to 
the proteftation by Huntly and ^irgyle: Some 
faint information whiph Queen Mary's com- 
miflioners had got, that there had been a band 
made for murdering the king s, feems to have 
given occafion for it. But nothing certain has 
appeared a$ ypt, th^t therp ever was any fuch 

band. 

p t i 

ft See the Paper itfelf, append, p. 32%. 
b P. 203. 206, and'append. p. 358. 
g Append, p. 213. 
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band, excepting that enured upon ztPertk 
in the year a I y 6j. Which was long before 
the time to which Murray confines hinafelf 

in his anfwer. 

Upon the xvii. day of 'December the Prince 
was baptifed at Stirling, but the King was 
not prefent, either at the folemnity or enter- 
tainment : For as we are told by Camden 
Queen Elizabeth had given exprefs charge 
that neither the Earl of Bedford her ambafla- 
dor, nor any of his retinue, fliould give him 
the title of King ; and to deny him that at his 
pwn court, was an. indignity not to be borne 
j¥ith. George Buchanan writes, € That the 
* Queen did not allow her husband clothes 
? arid other ijeceflaries on this occafion, an4 
€ < threw the blame upon the embroiderers, and 
'* others ofthe %e occupation, and that fhe 
/ difcharged him to come in fight of the am- 
f bafladors. While in the mean time fhe be- 
f flowed bqth money and pains to make Both- 
.f well appear the moft magnificent amongft all 
'f her fubjeQs gnd guefts/ Which deferves 
'no further regard than to obferve, how he 
•refutes himfelf fufficiently, when eight weeks 
thereafter he employs a taylor tp fit up the 
' . King's old coat for the Earl of Bothwell ; and 
fhe moft daring taylor he was that ever yet 
appeared in hiftory,if, w&uchqnanaQviTCSxts, 

{Sec above, p. 2071 
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Jie was fo bold as to fay, that on this ocean"- 
on he faw the hw and cuftom of the coun- 
try kept up, when the executioner had the 
apparel of the perfon who fuffered by his 
hands* In fail, that Earl was not prefenjt 
at the haptifm », and perhaps not at the enter- 
tainment ; for there were fome animoilties 
fubfifting betwixt him and the Earl of Bed fort 
the Englifb ambaflador. And indeed Bedford 
himfelf was not prefent at the haptifm, being 
too much eaten up with zeal a gain ft popery, to 

behold that office performed after the Roman 
manner ; and for the fame reafon, no more 

than 

* Anno Domini Mdlxv i. menfis yero Junii die decir 
«io nono, hora decima ante meridiem, vel eocirca, in arce'l 
Edinburgi natus eft JACOBUS VI. matre Maria regina [ 
Scotiae, patrevero S. P, Henrico fponfo diftae M Ar | 
ri as reginae. Et baptizatua fait xvii. die menfis Decern* 
bos, anno praedi&o, in capella regia Strivetingenfi, hora 
<quarta poll meridiem. Reyerendiifimus in Christo pa* 
ter Joannes Archiepifcopus Sancl* Andreae, legatus, $cc. 
executor officii fait ': ac nobiles viri comes de Brean, no- 
mine et vice Caroli Regis Franciae, et Motifr. }cCrok, 
ex parte Principis de Picmont, five de Pedemonte, fufcep- 
tores erant ; nee non nobiHs et illuftris domina Jq anna, 
foror praefatae Reginae, pro regina Angliae, et ex com- 
miflione ejufdem, mifla cum domino die Bedford, fuftep* 
trix. 

Nemo nobilium interfoit tempore folemnizationis bu-p 
jufmodi facramenti, demptis domino comite de As hoi, co>- 
mite de Eel'inton, domino de Rofs, domino Seyton, domino 
de Sempitt. Aderant vero Epifcopi de Dunkeld, Rofs, Sc 
Dumb lane, com paucis ecclefiafticis, quorum units ego 
fcriptor praefentium fui. Sic fcribit Georgius New- 
Ton Archidiaconus Dumblanenfts in Colle Panels in Bill* 
Fac. jurid. Edinb. RR. r. 17. fiU 23. 
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than five of the nobility pf Scotland did attend, 
although all of them had been baptifed in th& 
vary fame manner. And becaufe the Conn- 
tefs of Argyle flood God-mother on this occafi- 
on, in name of the Queen of England, and by 
her commiifion, the general aflembly of the 
kirk would not reft fatisfied with the lady's 
jnaking her acknowledgments before their 
reverences, but enjoined her to do publick 
penance for that moft mortal fin % thereby 
to difplay their power and pride, by infulting 
over a Queen's reprefentative, and a King's 
f daughter. 

, After the baptifm of the Prince, the King 
and Queen remained fome time at Stirling, 
where they kept Chrijlmas ; and upon the 
eve of that great feftival granted a pardon to 
the Earl of Morton, and feventy five of hit 
accomplices, for making her Majefty prifoner 
within her own palace, and flaying *David 
Rizio before h$r eyes. Upon the xxvi. day 
of December the Earl of Lenox by a letter 
from Glafgow acquainted the King his (on b , 
/ how he waited till he fhould hear when 

* his Majefty was to go to Peblis, that he 
1 might wait upon him there.' Which when 
the King had received, he went next day to 
Glafgow to his father, without bidding good- 
night c . 

The 

• Atf s of aflemb. & jjp # Keith's hift. p» 7. c Knox, p. ipx. 
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. The Queen '. therefore, t& divert hef fetf 
from melancholy thoughts^ and grief* for fhtf 
behaviour of her husband, went next day ttf 
fDrymen; and there fhe granted a Confirmat* I 
on of the donation of the vicarage of ^Ddnirtg, 
by Mr. James Kennedy chancellor off IDum- 
blane, to Sir William Drummond *. Whether 
ihe did ftay there all night is not certain, but 
it is probable that ihe did fo far honour that 
Gentleman; Upon the xxx. day oiZDec em- 
ber lhe had. returned to Stirling b ; Neatf 
day fhe had gone to 'Tuliburdin, ^hefe lhe 
grants' a charter for the benefice arid parfo* 
nage of Kirkcudbright to Adah Murray fer- 
.▼ant to the Earl of Bothtvell c ) and we find 
j;hat fhe was come back again: to Stirling 
upon the firft of January d ; where fire re- 
mained till the xiii. day of that mOnth> and 
then fet out for Edinburgh: ' 

It was thought proper to fefliark tfiofe 
things fo minutely, and to fhew that her Ma- 
jefty had always her officers of ftate alongft 
with her, to confute George Buchanan, who,- 
according to his ordinary cuftom, reprefenu 
her vifiting at thefe two gentlemens houfes, 
as another jaunt betwixt her and Both-well 
only ; where he fays, they fpent abogt eight 

days 

* 

•Reg. P. S. lib. 3$. fol. 114. b Ibid. fol. 113. 
! Ibid. fol. 106. * Ib i<j. Ub. 36. fol. 113. 
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-Skys more in lewdness, without feeking to 
conceal it. 

' I would not have ariy to think that thefe 
ihamelefs afperfions do, in ray opinion, deferve . 
any regard to.be had of them ; for whoever 
will only ohee read them over attentively* 
miift needs perceive, that they have no ap- 
pearance either of truth or probability; All 
which notwithstanding, there arc! few pebple 
iri the kingdom^ who either 1 Have hot thein- 
ielves believed . thefe things, orelfe have 
beard them fo confidently averted by others* 
that they have found themfelves at a lofs for 
a particular ahfvrer; 

The Quefcn had not teen inahy days at ' 
Edinburgh , when fhe. heard that the King het 
husband lay fick at Glajgow; and tW it was 
the coldeft time of winter, thither fhe went a> 
fee him, taking her journey upon the xxiv. or 
or xxv. day oi January. When fhe arrived* 
finding him in a condition to be tranfport- 
ed to Edinburgh 9 lhe brought him along 
withher^ and,. on the xxviii. .of that month, 
th€y had come on their journey as far as 
Linlithgow a . Upon their arrival at Edin- 
burgh, the Kitog had a lodging made ready 
for him, till he ftiould recover, near a place 
called Kirk tf Fields ot St; Mary's in the 
fields, hard by where the Royal Infirmary 

y y now 

* See above) ?. tzo 7 lit, 123* 
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now (lands, becaufe there was no place in E> 
din burgh where the air was fo free and whol- 
fome- Of what kind his malady was, I have 
not found any certainty. Mr, Buchanan is 
pofitive that he had got poifpn miniftred to 
him, and that too by the Queen's direction : 
Which he pretends to prove in a very often- 
tatious manner, by fublime rhetorick, and 
profoufid ratiocination, from the letters to 
Bothwell, even thofe very letters, in the for- 
gery of which he himfelf had aflifted, as hath 
been ihewn a . Yet altho* the proof was part* 
ly of his own manufactory, he did not ma- 
nage it with that dexterity, which one would 
have expefted from a fophift fo acute, and 
fo zealous in the caufe. 

For having boldly aflerted, that the Queen 
caufed poifon to be given to her husband, 
when he was to fet out for Glafgow (altho* 
Ihe knew nothing of his fetting forth b ,) he 
enters upon a colloquy with himfelf, ftarting 
queftions abfolutely neceflary indeed to be 
folved, being to this purpofe. 

A. The Queen caufed give him poifon, 
do ye fay ? By whom ? In what manner ? 
What kind of poifon? And whence hadUie 
that poifon ? 

B. Oh ! Do ye ask me thefe queftions ? as 
♦if wicked fbvereign princes were ever at a 

lofs 

* Above, p. 80, 1 ■ ■ 138. *> P, 321. 
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lofs for want of minifters to accomplilh their 
Tillanies ! 

A. Too true ! But let us hear, I pray you, 
who miniftred to the Queen in the prefent 
cafe ? 

B. Fir ft as to the poifon, we have certain- 
ty. 

, u A. Well then ! Whence the certainty as to 

that ? 

B. From the ftrdngenefs of the difeafe, 
which was unknown to the very phyficians, 
efpecially to fuch of them as had not praftifed 
much in Spain or Italy ^ and its fymptoms, 
livid blains fpread all over the body ; rack* 
ing pain in every limb ; and an intolerable 

fmelbsz 

A. But are not fymptoms dubious, and 

common to different dife&fes ? 

B. But Cato is clear in the cafe,That eve- 
ry adulterefs deals in poifon too. 

A. But how doth Cato's fage fayings ap- 
ply to the Queen Mary, or to her minifters ? 

B. Have not I already, in this my detefti- 
on proved her to be an adulterefs, not only 
by the confeflion of George Dalgleijb, but by 
he£ own confeflion, which flie made to the 
Earl of Murray, and his good lady mo- 
ther ? 

A. But how came DalgUiJbh ftory into 
your detection \ for there is no fuch matter. 

y y 2 in 
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\n his confeflion, as Murray prefented it up? 
on oath in England ? 'Tis true, the Queen'f 
own confeflion may fufEce, providing that we 
could truft Murray* % veracity : who, after all 
ought hardly to have revealed fuch fecret 
matters communicated to hW by confeflion. 

B. But as to the poifon, there is proof c- 
jiough to convince even thofe who are moft 
hard to be pleafed. Will a royal evidence 
fatisfy you ? Read her own letter ; a letter, 
I fay, written with her own hand. What \% 
the meaning of thefe words ; He is not much 
deformed, yet he has received much ? recei- 
ved much! of what? The thing jtfelf, the 
difeafe, the blains, the bad favour declare 
it. He got that furely, which brought on de- 
formity, to wir, poifon. Doth (he not defire 
Bothwell to advife with himfelf, if he could 
BOt find out a more fecret method by medi- 
cine? for that the King fliould take medicine, 
and the bath at Craigmillar. This medicine 
muft be poifon, even the very fame thing of 
which he had got fo much already. 

^i. How doth that appear, feeing there is 
no word of poifon in the letter ? 

B. Why, fhe will have the manner of this 
paedicine to be private. What need of pri- 
vacy, if it was to be for his cure ? 
' But here Mr. Buchanan falls into a fmall 
Wift?&e, for th$ words by medicine, in tha 

Scots 
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&C9ts language in his days fignified without 
medicine. And indeed he had himfelf rendre A 
them Cq in this very place, quam per medici- 
nam, as appears by a written* copy of his de- 
ception, which is thought to be the very copy 
that he prefented to Queen Elizabeth ; and 
in like manner are thefe words translated in 
the French letter, que far breuvage ». But 
before his Latin book came to be printed, 
having bbferved that his arguments proceed- 
ed upon the fuppofition that medicine was to 
be privately adminiftred, whereas the letter 
cxprefly treats of fomething to be done fecret- 
ly, which was not to be by medicine; and being 
loth to lofe fo much fine fpun rhetorick, he 
dallied out the word jw<m,bothin this citation 
in the detection, and in the letter itfelf, faihion* 
ing it fo as to make it fupport his ratiocination. 
Whether the King*s malady was owing to 
poifon, or not, is the fame thing in regard to 
the Qijeen. It hath been (hewn that the 
letter alledged was hone of hers ; fo let the 
forgers of it take the charge of poifoning home 
to themfelves. Others have written that the 
King had the pox : And Buchanan ought to 
have remembred, that in this very letter he? 
is pofitively faid to be pockilh b : Thus the 
very voucher to which he appeals ftands direft- 
ly againft him. 

The 

f Append, p. 33, b ibid, p, 1 j. 
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The time now approaching when the cot* 
fpiracy firft fe( on foot at Perth in the y 
1565, was got ripe for execution, up 
Sunday the ix. of February, the Earl of JMur 
ray, pretending that his wife lay (ick at Si 
^Andrews, mud needs go and vifit her : But 
at the fame time had his heart fo full of 
the wicked aftion, which he had left in 
readinefs to be executed, that among his o 
ther difcourfe he was pleafed to fay, IT'hit 
night, before the morning, the Lord Darnly 
Jball lofe his life *, Which accordingly came 
to pafs : For upon Monday about two o'clock 
in the morning, the lodging in which the King 
lay, was blown in the air, with fuch force 
and vghemency, that of the wholejodging, 
walls, vaults and all, there was nothing left, 
but all was ruined and reduced to drofs, to 
the very foundation {tone } which appeared 
to have been effeded by a mine ; or, as it is 
in the Earl of Morton\ inditement, by pow- 
der, which he and his accomplices had put in 
under the ground and angular (tones, and 
in the vaults and lower parts of the hoyfe b . 
Every one of ordinary difternment conclud- 
ed that none but Murray a&d Morton, with 
their aflbciates, had perpetrated this horrid 
a&ion : And although they, with the affift* 

ance 

* Bifliop Lefly's defence of Queen Mary's honour* 

* See above, p. 146. 
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Irice of the Englijb court, found means, by 
:lamour and preemptions altogether infuffi- 
went, to divert the blame from themfelves 
upon others, yet did time, and their after 
tranfa&ions begin to make it manifeft, that 
the firft reports were true, and that as they 
were the original contrivers, fo were they, 
pither by themfeJves or their dependents, the 
bxecutors of that horrid murder. For at 
|aft Morton; as 'tis agreed by all men, con* 
fefled his foreknowledge of that fa& ; and 
that his coufin ^Archibald Houghs minifter 
pf Glafgow, told him that he was prefent . at 
jhe deed, who was after that greatly in favour 
with him, for he foon became a Lord of the 
Sefllon, and was fent to England upon divers 
embaffies from Morton and that fa&ion, where 
he was always very acceptable on the fame 
account. Whatever other particulars Mor- 
ton confefled to tliis purpofe, they feem to 
have been all fmothered by the presbytery of 
Edinburgh, who endeavoured to conceal hits 
guihinefs, arid favoured him in every point, 
as we are told by the continuator of Holin- 
Jbed's chronicle a ; and the fame thing is evi- 
dent enough, from the very account of his 
confeflion, which they drew up and publifh* 
ed. His jury however, " being ripely ad- 

" vifed 

» See the appendix to Crawford's Memoirs, ad edit. 
Edinb, 17 53. 
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" vifed with bis inditemeht, the tokens ic&fe 
u lible, and moft evident, with the probatf 
€t ons produced and ufed for verifying there 
4< of, did all, with ohe voice, find the fail 
" Earl of Morton guilty of arie and^jrfy 
4i foreknowledge, and concealing the King's 
." murder/* 

*Davii Moyfe *, who *ras then in the 
King's houfhold, Writes, ' Thait they found 
•* fo efpecially, in refpeft of fundry evidence! 
'of his inditement prefcnted to the jury; 
€ fome whereof were fubfcribed with his own 

* hand and that otherwife it was verified by 
4 the depofitions of fome perfons that were 

* a&ors in that horrible fa£h' 

John Binning, fervant to Archibald 2>w 
gias confeded that he was alfo prefect, to 
gether with his mailer, confirming the fame! 
by tokens, fuch as that his matter went there 
in his flippers, and loft them by the way; 
that the next day they were found, and 
known to be his mailer's : For which rerfos 
Binning was executed upon the third of 
June 158 1, which was the next day aftet 
Morton was beheaded b . 

As to parfon Douglas himfelf, when it came 
to his ears that the Earl of Morton was accu- 
fed, he made his efcape intaEngland ; where ( 

he 

• Moyfe's Memoirs. * His trial is marked in the # 
cords of jufticiary. 
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J&fe .remained till John Lord Hamilton , with the 

^Earls df Angus, Botbwell, Mar and Morton > 

the Lord Glamh and his fon, Lord C7<w</ 

Hamilton, and a great many gentlemen of the 

firname of Hamilton, and othefsj came and 

befet the toviw andcaftle of Stirling, and, by 

the treachery of the Maftfcr of Grayi Sir 

antes Melvill and feme others^ made th6 

ing in a manner their prifoner; Some of 

ihefe men had been baniftied in England, and 

ihe Englijb having favoured their return* at 

the defire of that cdutt, they gdt Mr. Archie 

bald arraigned and abfolved in this manner t 

They obtained, or rather extorted from 

the .King, while thus at prifoner amongft 

uthem> a pardon to this Douglas, for having 

teen in the fore-knowledge of the murdet 

Of his Majefty's own father> and Concealing 

it ; as alfo letters of rehabilitation, as we 

call them* feftoring him againft the a£t of 

parliament MfcLxJdci* by which he had been 

forfeited and denounced a traitor, for being 

prefent at that murder* 

Then, to complete the bufinefs, they ob- 
tained a eommiffionj under the quatter-feal, to 
Mr. John Prefton, and Mr. Edward Bruce 
Juftice-depute, to bring parfon Douglas to & 
trial, allowing him to draw up the incitement 
againff himfelf, and appointing him a feleft 
jury of men who were then efteemed themoft 

z z zealous 
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zealous and godly among all his own friendr* 
that is, perfonS who would hardly fail to con- 
demn the innocent j or to abfolve the guilty* 
out of a pretended zeal for religion, and the 
caufe of God. Matters being thus prepared, 
upon the ioth day of May Mdlxxxvk a ju- 
ry was impanneled to determine as to Mr, 
Archibald Douglas parfon of Glafgow his 
guilt, € he being fufpefted of the King's fa- 
ther's murder, as having been at the plot- 
ting and contriving the fame, with Jama 
Earl of Both well, and others ; as alio ha- 
ving been prefent at the execution thereof, 
as was made appear by the depofitions of 
James Earl of 'Morton, after his convidion, 
confeffing that you Archibald Douglas was 
the revealer of it to hinl .; and by the con- 
feflionofyour own familiar fervant John 
Binning, who deponed that he accompa* 
nied you that night to the Kirk of field: 
Which crimes ye alfo took upon you, by 
flying immediately into England.' 
Parfon Douglas f in anfwer to all this, 
produced, in the firft place, his pardon un- 
der the King's hand, and in the next place, 
his letters of. rehabilitation, restoring him 
againft the.doom of forfeiture. Then, after 
fome cavil's againft Jehn Binning % evidence, 
he objected to the Earl of Morton's con- 
feflion, thu it was not produced. Theju- 

- ry 
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Ijf did very readily acquit him. And then 
the Matter df Gray their chancellor, or as the 
fZngliJh fpeak, their foreman, protefted* 
r that they fhouid incur no pains for wilful 

* error Qtj that account, feeing neither tha 
4 King's advocate, purfuer, nor his informers, 
4 had fworn to the ipditement befpre them ; 
< and a|fo in confideration of his remiffion, 

* letters of rehabilitation $ and his anfwers to 
4 the depofitions of Binning^ Mortqn end 
4 others/ 

This Mailer of Gray was the chief man 
who betrayed the King his mafter into the 
hands of the Earls and Lords above-mention- 
ed : Of which he was accufed by Sir William 
$tewart before a convention of the Eftates, 
upon the xv. day of May 1587 ; as alfb that 
be gave his copfent to the murder of Queen 
Mary, \#hen he was fent to England toge- 
ther with Sir Robert Melvill, to infift for the 
prefer v^tion of her life > for which he recei- 
ved fumptuous gifts and rewards at the En- 
glij£ court , and of many other treafopable 
pra&ices. Whqreupqn he acknowledged in *f 
prefence of tfre convention^ ' ;• That about 
4 the month of 4pg«ft i$86, he h^d written 
* a letter to the Queen of England, without 
4 the King's knowledge, bearing* that iffh? 
< could not fin^ her own fecurity without 
i.ttfcing his Majefty's mother's life, quia mor- 

z ? ? 5 \ui 



Jj6 Inquiry Into the Murder 

endeavoured to raife a rebellion in Scotland; 
and for the encouragement of fuch as woukj 
rebel, they fent forces to the borders, wh 
were to join them. When one con fide rs fu 
ouvert a&s in behalf of the regicides, and re 
fle&s that they knew of the defign and pr 
moted it from the beginning a , muft need 
perceive the contradittiojis between thei 
afts and profeffions ; and will be apt to co 
elude, that probably the murder was fir 
proje&ed at that court ; and that in all thei 
former declarations agajnfl: the murderers 
they had no other view than to get innocen 
perfons condemned for it, in order to fcree 
the guilty, gnd favQvir their efc^pe. Fro 
which accufacion it were tg be wiihed tba 
ihey could find a good deliverance, 
I Sec above, p. ioi.— — 297. $jd. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Whether the Earl of Bothwcll had * 
hand in the murder of King Henry* 



IT hath fo long obtained amongft writers 
and readers of hiftory, that James Earl 
of Both well, not only had a hand in the 
King's murder, but that he and his fervants 
:Werc the only perfons concerned in it, befides 
the Queen herfelf, that fome people will bo 
iready to declare their aftonifliment, how any 
manfhould now have the^prefumption to cill 
in queftion a point fo well fettled, and in which 
mankind are fo univerfally agreed. Such peo- 
ple however ought to refleft, that the proof 
againft him is neither more {olid, nor more 
convincing than that which, with fo great in- 
duftry, they brought againft the Queen; nay, 
not equal to it. Seeing therefore it hath 
been made appear already, that every thing 
alledged againft her, is either direft falftiood, 
or manifeft forgery ; and feeirtg the very fame 
perfons brought the accufation and proof 1- 
gainft him, at the fame time, and for the 
fame purpofes, the fuppofitipn that* the one 
is as void oftruthas the other, will be found 

to 
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to include in it neither impoffibility nor im- 
probability ; but muff rather appear juft and 
reafonable ; fo that the teftimony of any 
noted contemporary hiftorian to that purpofe, 
feught feem fufficient to turn the fcale in his 
favour* Now fuch a hiftoriao we have, and 
always had, even Mr. George Buchanan, 
who abfolves the Earl of Both well as effectu- 
ally as can bey when after a tedious rodo- 
montado about the taking of ^Dumbarton ca- 
ttle, and Lenox's behaviour to the other pi> 
timers, he tells us, ' That there was ftill ono 
4 prifbner more, whom the Regent mod ear 
« neftly wiflaed to be put to death ; and that 

* Was the Archbifhop of St. ^Andrews : And 
' he feared, that if the matter fhould be 

delayed for any confiderable time y the man 

* might be relieved at the Queer* of EngJ 

* laml 9 $ requeft by her letters : The Arcb- 
4 bifhop's friends alfo entertained fuch hopes *; 
4 and that Jhortncfs of time might be no let 

* to this attempt, the Archbiihop earnefHy 
4 requefted that his trial might be according 

1 to the laws of the country : for even that 
1 would afford fome fraall refpite. Which 
4 evafion was thus difcufled, that there was 
< ao occasion for a new trial in the Arch- 

bifhop's 

s 

• Such hopes and fears were equally vain,: It can 
hardly be lhown that ever that Queen interccedcd to fur- 
ther juftice, or prevent injuftice ; but quite the contrary. 
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f-MftopV cafe, asit had been already decid- 

* 4&. -in parliament. Therefore, being clear- 

* L : y convicted of the murder of the 
c 'Kibg, arid of the laft Regent, he hanged him- 
1 v filfat Stirling *. On this occafion thefe 
r difcoveries were brought to light, being ge-« 
4 nerally hew, as the greateft part of them* 

* had been unknown till that very day. The 
4 Archbifhop of Si. Andrews ^ who lodged in 

* the next houfe, having the propofal made 
' him, that he Ihould flay the King, willingly 
•undertook the employment; - both on ac- 

* count of old feuds, and out of the near ex- 
f peftatiori of transferring the : royal dignity 
< into his own family. Therefore, when he 
*had picked out fix or eight of the mod fla- 
4 gitious among his fervants, he gave them 
r the keys of the King's lodging, and entru- 
'.fteft the bufinefs to them. Thefe men ha- 
4 ving entered with the greateft quietnefe,' 
4 {lifted the King to death, while lie was afleep/ 

* arid carried out his body into a garden hard 

* by without the walls. Then, upon giving* 
4 the fignal, fire was put under the lodg- 

Buchanan proceeds to inform us, how thefe 
difcoveries came to light by means of John 

a a a Ha- 

• Cum tails regja & proregls fupertorls manlfeflo tene~ 
tetur, fufpendiQ Sttrlini vitMjinivit. Buchaa. Kft. HU 
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Hamilton, who was chief ?i#or in executing 
the wicked. d?ed ; and >?ing afterwards trou- 
bled in, mind on that account, revealed the 
fame, and the name* of all his affiftants in <?op* 
feflion to a prieft, who was fchootmafter at 
Eai/ly. : Which, prieft averred the whole to 
tjie Arcbbtfhop's free. That the Archbl 
ftiop asked the prieft,, how he came to the 
knowledge of thefe matters ? and whether it 
was not by fonje auricular confeflion ? The 
prieft affirmed; that it wfcs, f * Upon which, the 
Archbi/hpp, ( ; as .taking guHt upon him, an* 
fw^red^ Ye^ri^^pt ignorant, I fuppofe, what 
i* appointed ft>r thote ^q *eyeal tfie fecrets 
of ;cpnfeflion$. : And, as Jfa&aflan affirms, he 
anfwered not a word mpre m nation to the 
(jfcijn?. We qre alfp tjq}d tfcjat the ve*y fame 
prieft „ tyeibg ik& *>t fifteen m^th^ after tfcaft 
apprehended. faying mate for th^ third time, 
when for fhat r^eafon, he w*# l^d out to e*e* 
cution* he .did recapitulate the whole of tfcefe 
fltpriesy bptihj gi^re cleanly a*4 cppioufly than 
befpre :, whjch matters bp«!g. inftantly divul- 
ged, th$ ;fliqi)f$ pf the ffQwltpns fell a braw- 
ling amongft themfelves, and the one party 
tttrew the* Kipg's murder \% the. other's teeth. 
§o thaf t*b$ pfincipal cps^es, with th$ 
priqcipal executer of,the fliurder, being both 
Hamiltons, and it would feem, the whole of 
t)iat firname, toojc the crime ^on, themfelves,, 

in 



*ffc the year MoLXXt.and MoLxicft* If fo, the 
Earl ofBoi&toeU had got extremely hafrd ufage 
three years before, and ought tti \iaVe been 
«tblblved and reftored to his heritage and dig- 
nicies, as one who was mod unjuftly deprived 
* of them, and moft falfly calumniated. And now 
what becomes of George Buchdndh's dete&i* 
<)ti, and the xviii. andxix. books of hishifto- 
ry, which were all calculated to thtow the 
guilt of this crime- upon the Queen of Scots 
and that Earl? And what a figure muft ail 
Murray and Morton\ declarations, procla- 
mations, accurations, and oaths both in Eng- 
land and Scotland f aff\imt after this difeovery ? 
*Tis true all thefe things were overpaft before 
the difcovery was made, excepting the hiftory 
only ; where the matter was yet entire ; and 
therefore Bothwell ought not to have been 
charged in it with a crime done certainly by 
the Archbifliop. Afid it is almoft incom- 
prehenfible how a man who believed that 
Bothwell and his men were the murderers, 
ihould have thus pofitively charged that 
crime upon the Archbifliop and his men : Or 
if he believed the latter guilty, that he Ihould 
lay the crime at the door of the former, and 
impute it to each of them feparately, in the 
fame book too, is equally unaccountable. 
But fince Buchanan has done this, although 
we cannot expeft to find the real truth of the 

a a a & mat* 
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matter from fuch an ambidextrous evidence! 
yet at lead we are fare that, in his opinionj 
JBotbwell might have been innocent. 

The (lory of that murder was ftill improv< 
tinder his management. In the years 156] 
and 1568, Bothwell and feven of his mei 
committed it, without any other afliftantj 
but French Paris, as appears from his d< 
te&ion. But before he wrote his hiftoi 
thefe nine perfons had fo 'multiplied, tha 
Bothwell took only a few of them with hii 
felf, and the reft, making two troops, cam< 
by two different ways. In the year 1570^ 
when he wrote his fatire againft the Hamii 
tons », which, he calls *An admonition to thi 
true Lords ; he brought in the Archbifhop o| 
St. Andrews as an equal iharer with Bothwel 
in that aftion, telling us, € that hp took up hii 
* lodging near at hand, where he had feldom 
4 or never been before, that he might have 
/ the pleafure to perceive that cruelty with 
4 all his fenfes, and help the murderers if 

* there 



a It is evident from the laft leaf of it excepting one, 
that it was written before the Englifh army entered 
Scotland, which was in the beginning of May 1570. The 
MS. copy of it in the Cottonian library, is dated 1570 : 
And it is probable that it was firft printed that year. 
There is another edition of it by Lekprevick in 1571. 
which has a. new paragraph concerning a pretended third 
conspiracy of Sir James Hamilton, •which is neither in the 
MS. nor in the firft edition, nor in the later editions by 
-Mr. Ruddimaa or Mrcjtarman, 
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e* there had been need ; that he fent fou* 
t * of his familiar fervants to the execution of the 
: * murdor, and that he watched all the night, 
>* longing to have the joy that the crown wag 
1 * come a degree nearer to the houfe of Ha* 
f* mi I ton. 9 Although in reality that houfe was 
►juft as far from it after the murder, as be- 
• fore it. 

Again the vfcry next year Mdlxxi. he alto- 
! gether cleareth the Earl of Botbwell from ha- 
ving had any hand in the matter ; and lays the 
whole burden upon the Archbifhop's flioul- 
ders, who, he fays, effected the murder, by 
. the hands of fix or eight of his own fervants, 
\ a9 wehavefeen. 

f Being of my felf unable to give any tolerable 
account what fhould have tempted the man 
to give three feveral narratives # of this mat- 
ter, fo extremely jarring and contradiftory 
among themfelves, I had recourfe to the edi- 
tion of his works publifhed by Burma** 
thinking to have found fome notice taken of 
this prodigious behaviour by one or other of 
his commentators ; but it would feem that they 
had declined to meddle with this affair ; for 
they content themfelves with enquiring whe- 
ther, in writing this remarkable ftory, their 
great incomparable author, as they call him, 
had ufed, or ought to have ufed, the words 

ct or at ; quia or itaquc ; erga or extra. Nor 

do 
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xlo they lay any thing of the quadruple inju- 
ry done co the Afchbiftiop ; firft in accufiog 
ilim of a crime of which he was innocent: 
Secondly, in making turn in a manner to con- 
fefs his guiltinefs. Thirdly, in putting him 
to death unjuftly and ignominioufly : And 
fourthly, By reprefenting him as a feloie 
fe a who hanged himfelf. 

Bat the Earl of Botbroell had far ftronger 
arguments of his innocence than any thing 
that Buchanan wrote, 6r could have written. 
He was tried and judicially abfolved, firft by 
his peers ; and then by the parliament \ Af- 
ter which to condemn him> was contrary to 
all law and praftice. Buchanan feoffs at this, 
telling Us, that Bothtvell was not cleared of 
the crime by the jury's verdift in his favours, 
but, as it were wafhed with tutor's blacking 
\yelut atramento futorio lotusJ] by which 
words Cicen feems to have denoted either 
corruption of the judges, or fome vitiation in 
their votes or tables. If our hiftorian meant 
the fame, it is of a piece with the reft of his 
flanders, for there was no fufpicion of any 
fuch matter, nor the leaft becafion for it 
Whatever he meant, a man can be cleanfed 

of 

• Sufpendto Sterltnt vttamfohit. Btidi. hift. *X. 3J. 
Vid. Sueton. II. 65. Dion. lib. LV. p. $$$• Senecae 
fCppol. I. 259. Plm. hift nafc vin. xlii, &c. 
— * Append, p, 163. 361. Bp. Keith's hift. p. 383. 



ftf fotor's bfecking, but it; bath beep proved 
that he apd his patrons were; plainly JEthiih 
fians ; let *ny r m& waflMkom if he can.. 
< Amo$gft ,4 great deal of other fenfdcA 
▼ague cjaiaow, invented, by that wicked 
fc&ion againft the juftice *f*d fegaltty of thia 
trials the folfcwtng points are particular** 
»ed, v/^ 

• Firfi+Tfa fummms. w«8 fcot right r Foft # 
by law the ,o*ar$ft of kin ought to have been 
fcimFfiQned as acctife.rs, nwieiytke wife^ (in 
ther, njothei?, aad fon, either to appean 
jperfbnaUy,. qc by their pp^fftofs. Nowthd 
Queen did doc ca&fe give/ ^ particular fmm 
jpoqs ta berfeJf $ mnr to feec mother-m-lawv 
lyho wa$ kept jNrifontr by gjw>d Queen -E/«wi 
kttk, \n the tower of London ; nor to her feiv 
; ^lthqugli fee was then near eight months oldki 
$he only caufed cite, fpecially Matthew Eacl 
of X,enox> the fole accufer* and, in general,. 
•4ZX Aar a/for //Vger wi$ bad, or pretended /# 
J&az^ inftrvft in. ths matter. Apd when that; 
fhail be found not to have been enough, her 
two advocates and the court ought to beat; 
the blame : Biw k is hoped their memories 
will have no blot fixed 00 them on. this ac* 
Qount. 

Secondly; They were fummoned to ap* 
pear upon fifteen days warning; whereasi 
the legal, term, was forty days*. 

In- 
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Indeed by the more ancient law of Scof* 
land, the defender, not only in cafes of treat* 
fon, but in other criminal cafes, was to have 
forty days allowed him to appear, becaufe, as 
the law fays, fuch matters touch life and 
limb. But the law had begun to be altered 
as to feveral crimes, at lead from the time 
of King James I. The ftatute concerning 
/foliation, or robbery, for example, made by 
the Earl of Douglas, Lieutenant, or Gover- 
nor, in the minority of King James II. upon 
the xx. day of December Mcdxxxviii. re- 
ftrifted the term of appearance for that crime, 
to fifteen days, the ail of xl days of old not 
gain/landing, as it is there cxprelt The 
term of fummoning was alio abridged by 
King James III; and in procefs of time it had 
become cuftofnary to cite people to be tried 
to anfweJf for treafon and other crimes, upon 
xv. days. The Lords of council did indeed 
find by their decifion 1 1 th July 1515, that 
the fummons for treafon fhould be upon xL 
days warning : but at the time ofBotkwelh 
trial, xv. days were reckoned fufficient, and, 
as I have been told, continued to be (b ever 
fince. The Earl of Murray and his aflb- 
ciates, when they fummoned the Earl of 
Bothwell to appear before them in their par- 
liament, had drained hard to find fomething 
illegal or informal in the trial ; And the firft 

thing 
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lliing "Which they fnapt at, was the lhof ttieft 

•f time, not indeed that it was not lawful to 

teve given the citation upon xv* days, fot m 

&at could not have pafled, but that fifteen 

days did not interveen betwixt thedayott 

♦rhi'ch Lenox was fummoned , at a Certaii* 

fclace, arid the day on which he Was to ap* 

fear 2 Fdr, aft Murray fays> equivocally 

frnd falfly J Ltnte) by authority of th$ 

Queen's letters fubfcribed at 'Edinburgh the 

jjtxvlii/ day of March, was fummoned a£ 

(Edinburgh, Ghfgow, 'Dumbarton, and Ptrth % 

Upon the xxix. and other days of that month* 

[tnd of the month of Aftil thereafter* 

ifo appear upon the xii* day ; not only, fays 

|he, within fifteen days, but even from the 

flate, at lead from the execution of thefe letters* 

there remained fcarcely ten Or twelve days* 

Whereas, by the copy of all thefe things ad 

printed by thenifelves, the Queen's warrant 

was figned the xxvii. day of Match, and the 

laft fummons was given at Perth upon the firft 

day of April, and upon no other day or days 

of that month> as they would infinuate* 

Suppofing that the Queen's warrant was 
figned only upon the xxviii* and that the meC 
fenger did not proclaim it at Edinburgh be* 
fore the xxix* day of March, there were ftill 
fifteen days tnclufvoi. 

But what is all this to the purpofc in the 

b b b pre* 
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prefent cafe ? Even nothing at all. If tha 
term was fhort, the Earl of Bethw&ll win 
the only perfon who had right and re&fbat* 
make any exception on that account z F<* 
the old laws which prefcribed xL days, d* 
exprefly bear, that that length of time wa* 
allowed in favours of the defender : Which 
it agreeable to right reafon : but as to the 
purfuer, the cafe is vaftly different 

T'hirdfy, We are told that Ltvox was fwft* 
moned to appear the xiii. of April \ without 
afty con vocation of his friends, befides his own 
family, which was become very thin, by rea« 
fon of his great poverty : Whilein. the mean 
time Both well went in parade through the 
city with great bands of men. 

The reader, if he pieafes, may confuJt the 
fummons, as 'tis printed by thele men them* 
felves, at the end of honeft Rucbanan\ de* 
te&ion ; and try if he can find any fuch 
prohibition or reftraint put upon the Earl of 
Lenox. 

As to Bothwell, he was, before the Queen 
herfelf had the government in her hands, the 
the greateft civil and military officer in the 
kingdom ; and for that reafon, no doubt of it, 
inuft have had continually not a few in his re- 
tinue. But how was this to influence the trial? 
By a ftatute made in the Queen's own time* 
war. in June itff, the n\»nber of the pur&er's 

atten« 
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pfeti&d&ntg at the bar had been reffrl&ed to 
four r and the number of the defenders atten- 
dants to fix, under high penalties to be im- 
mediately infli&ed by the court : And it 19 
incredible that the Earl of Beth-wett would 
fefvie been fo imprudent as to have expofed 
Jiimfelf to thefe penalties ; or if he had wan* 
fonly donefo, tKat the court would have no* 
gle&ed to inffift them, dr even fo much as m 
[ : fiticj fault with him ; which had been to expofe 
! themfelves to cenfure and puniftiment. 

The truth of the matter is, that the infor* 

malhies and illegalities were all on the other 

fide* In fuch-cafes, as the law then flood, it 

fyas incumbent on the accufer to oome in 

perfon to give ih his accufation ; and to find 

furety, or give his oath that he would purfuo 

I at the day appointed : It was alfb necefiary 

that he fliould have fome plain or reafonahle 

foundation for his accu fat ion, orelfe he was 

liable to fuffer punifhment himfelf. lathe 

prefent cafe Lenox afccufed only by his let- 

tteM nine perfons by name t And that accu* 

fation, as is plain by his letters, had no other 

' foundation than fome painted papers which 

James Murray, brother to the laird of T*uli+ 

bardify had caufed to be affixed privately up* 

ort'tKe door of the tolbooth or feffidn-houfe* 

fa Edinburgh , aecufing the Earl of Botbxvell, 

Ms. James Balfiur, Mv.*D<swd Chalmers* 

b b b % black 
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black Mr, John Spens, Seign'. Fraxcifai 
SebaJtian,Jafepk brother to David Rizio, and 
the Queen herfelf. Upon which a new pro- 
clamation had been MTued, requiring the writer 
to fubferibe his name, and he fhould receive 
% his pardon, and alfo the reward which hai 
been offered by the Queen'? firft proclaims 
on. But James Murray 9 who wanted only 
to fpread the paVty's feandal incognito, an- 
fwered by pafting up another fcandalous paf 
quil ; and being at Jaft detefted to be the 
author, he thought fit to abfeond ; and the 
privy council publifhed a proclamatkoubrat no 
man (hould tranfport him.. 

This James Murray w*s made collector 
of the cuftoms by the fa&ion, upon thexii, day 
of fogu/I that very year, 4fter the Queen 
was lhut up in prifon in £,ocble'vin : But they 
never enquired after any one of the peffons 
mentioned in his pafquilfc the Earl of Both* 
well only excepted \ So far from it, thai 
when they fumnaoned the Earl of Both-well 
on the firft d^y oiO^Qhr i$6y, they did no* 
name thofe as acceflbry whom James Mur* 
ray had named, no, hot (6 much as one 
of tberfi ; but in their ftead they fumqioned 
fixty t wo others, for no /ewer were at firft 
deftined to he murdered or rained, to palliate 
the guilt of thofe by whom they were cited 

to appear But bscaufe it would fove be$ n 
- c fouad 
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.found difficult to get fo many gentlemen 
forfeited, without proving them guilty of the 
crime, they palled by fifty five of them ab- 
solutely : Nor is there any evidence fpeci- 
fiedinthe a& of forfeiture againft the other 
(even, nor eyen againft the Earl of Bothwtlh 
Whdn Lenox himfelf came to be Regent,he nc- 
Ter purfued or accufed any of the perfong 
delated by James Murray > excepting Sir James 
Balfour only a , whom he forfeited as guil- 
ty of the King's murder, but without proofs 
according to his predeceflbr's method. Why 
fliould he not have madeufe of his trufty evi* 
dence James Murray, upon the authority 
\ of whofe pafquils alone he had founded his 
j peculation of the Earl of Both-well b ? 

Never was there any thing more ridiculous* 
than ,to accufe a man upon the credit offuch 
pafquik, fet up fecretly in the night-time, by 
one who would not appear or acknowledge 
them. Yst Lenox infilled by his letters to 
have the ;matter brought * to a trial, and 
even would not have it delayed till the par- 
liament &ould meet, which was tp be 
upon the xiv. day of Afril. The Queen 
complied' with his defire, and, by hertetter 
dire&ed to him the xxiv. of March , requeft* 
$d him tQ cojne to her to Edinburgh before 

hand.* 

f See the preface to Balfour's pra&icks. 

J Aaderfoa's Collections, vol, 2. p. |Q?. JII.15* 
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hand : But he would not Being therefore 
warned in the legal manner, and coniciou* 
that he had nothing to juftify his aecu&tkm; 
he changed his mind, and would needs have 
the trial delayed. But did he apply to the 
Queen for that efFetk ? By no means : he ap- 
plied to the Queen of England, as is mantfeft 
iyoneof his letters in the paper-office at 
I**nfan< And the Queen of England wrote 
a very impertinent letter to Queen Mart, 
approving feemmgly of her resolution to 
bring the matter to a trial, but at the fame 
date telling her, * That there might be fome 

* myftery or cunning in the matter, becaufe 
*the defunft gentleman's father and friends 
4 defired the day to be prolonged, as know* 
f ing that the ungodly were combined to- 

* gether to do that by force, which by W 

* they could not rightly bring to pals ; tax* 

* ing her alio with want of fineerky, and e- 
*ren fignifying, right plainly, that lho her- 

* felf was guilty.' Whether this letter came 
to hand tkneoufly, is not fo eafy to afcertain, 
for it bears a wrong date, viz. the vm. day 
ti January a . * 

It may (ecm ftrange that Lenox fhould not 
have written to Queen Mart ; or that h$ 
fliould have written to Queen ERzabeti, 
Who had been an open and declared enemy 

f^hper office* • . •• 
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£> bimfelf and his fon, ever fince they camo 

to Scotland, had fupported tfre men who had 

Combined to il*y them «, and had kept hia 

wife clofely in prifoiv till fome time after hit 

Ion's fiturder. But the difficulty is removed, 

fey a letter from fecretary Cecil, dated tha 

fifth day of March, 15^6, where he acquaints 

'f§ h $ € That the Earls of Argile, Morton, A* 

€ thai, Murray, Caithnefs and G4encairn did 

4 adhere together with the Earl of Lemx, 

, * who meant to be at Edinburgh very fliort* 

1 * ly, as they pretended, to iearch out the ma* 

I f iefa&ors. That, as he heard, much un* 

! * quietnels was like to grow about that mat* 

I ter* The common fpeecb, fays bte, tpuch* 

1 eth the Earls Boihwtll and Huntlf, wh0 

; f remain with the Queen ; but how true thfe 

1 * afecufations are, I will hot take upon me td 

* affirm the one, or the other; neither would 

' I have you to utter any of thefe things, to 

< condemnation of any of them, but as re- 

< ports ; not doubting but fliortly God wilT 
' caufe the truth to be revealed. 9 Behold xh6 
religion and candour of this man, who had 
been acquainted with the ddfign, and had pror- 
moted it c from the beginning ; yet he, lik6 
a pious chrUtian, trufts in God ! and defircs, 
that in the mean time, k fhtfuld only be *e* 

ported 

' • See ftp. Kehh*shift. p. 344. & ftpra, p. 216. 
% J^tabala, p. 137. « See above, p. 200. 207. 215. 
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ported t&Bothwell and Huntly, that they AH* 
the thing which, he well knew, they did not* 
His friends, Murray and Morton, we fee, ha* 
ving procured the fon to be flain, were now 
become prime counfellors to - the father, 
whom they not long before intended to have 
flain alfo : And fo long as he would follow 
their advice, he would be heard at the court 
of England ; becaufe he could not fail to b6 
dire&ed wrong, and fet upon wicked pre* 
jefts and accufations of the innocent, thereby 
to draw a veil over the wicked deeds of thofe 
his new counfellors. The night before thd 
trial he came to Stirling, and then only wa$ 
pleafed to write to the Queen, ' That hi 
' had but lately heard of the proclamations i 
4 That it was not in his power to keep the 
4 day appointed : For being prefently on hii 
4 journey, of fet purpofe and deliberate mind 
4 to keep the fame, he was taken with fuch £ 
4 difeafe, that he was in no condition to tra* 
4 vel : Defiring therefore that the perfon* 
4 accufed by him fhould be fhut up in prifon, 

* and the trial poftponed, till he fhould con* 
4 veen his friends, and find out evidence ; 
§ as alfo, that her Majefty would grant him 

* her high commidion, to take and apprehend 
' fuch perfons as he fhould get knowledge 
4 that they were at the cruel murder/ Had 
the Queen complied, and granted thefe mo-, 

deft 
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iriUfi ttequ^Cb, flie Jfanrid have &tin£>iu»l dl 
juar true fubjaftt jo f any note in the kingdom 
Jkut irp in jadiB. Ac theiaroe time be fent hif 
Servant Rob&r.t Cuninghw to attend the court 
in has name, not fornifbed with any evidence 
tsf tthe {ruth of Ihis accufaftion, .but with ptxv 
toftations that *he cowrt tfhould not proceed, 
^ccairfe fce had no proof: And declaring the 
neafbn of ins absence co be no difeafe, as ha 
pretended in his letter to the Queen, but fee* 
caufe his friends and fcrrants refused to ac- 
company him. By which it is evident, that 
his defign was to decide the matter by no o- 
ifaer than cktb-law, and by making an in* 
furre&ion. And for this and no other end did 
lie defire the Queen's high commiffion ; by 
which he wanted to be fortified and enabled 
to cut o'ffevery perfbn who had been deftin- 
ed for flaughter, when <David Rizio was 
murdered, and many more : For Lenox had 
joined in that conspiracy ; and apparently 
had it more at heart at this time to purfue 
iiis old wicked fchemes, than to find out who 
were the murderers of his fon. The Earl 
of J&rgyle Juftice-general, with advice of the 
iiOrds and Barons his afleflbrs, found that the 
trial ought to proceed, becaufe Lenox, by 
his own letters which were produced and read 
Vi open court, had defired fhort and fum- 
mary procefs in the matter j alfo in confide- 

ccx ration 
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ration of the a& of privy council, for tint 
effefi:, and that the advocates infifted for the 
procefs to proceed according to the Earl of 
B'othwclPs earned petition. And as there 
was not One particular fad, or prefumption, 
proved or alledged againft Both-well, either 
by the advocates, or tjy Cuningham, Lenotii 
fervant, the jury did acquit him ; protefting 
that, as they had done according to their 
knowledge, they fhould incur no pain or pe- 
nalty of wilful error thereafter, on that ac- 
count. Neverthelefs George Buchanan thought 
fit to falfify and pervert the whole account of 
this matter, although he had the trial it- 
felf before him, as it was publi(hfcd by his af* 
fociates, at the end of his own libel, called 
the deteSlion a . 

There ftill remains one objection to the 
fairnefs of this trial, namely, That the Earl 
of Bothwellh inditement was not true in one 
point, becaufe in it the murder was faid to 
have been committed on the ix. day of Fe- 
bruary, altho' in faft it was committed two 
hours after midnight, which in law was and 
ought to be truly accounted the tenth day : 
And thus the acquital was but cavillingly de- 
fended ; and 'tis faid, that the Earl of Cani- 
ne fs entered a protection on that account. 
But there is no mention in the trial of any 

pro- 
■ See Anderfon's colle^ion*, vol. 2. p. 97.— r-114. 
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^roteftationto this purpofe ; nor had the Earl 
ofBctbtuellths leaft occafion for that or any o- 
ther fubterfuge whatever. 

The original record of the trial has not 
been feen, fo far as ean be difcovered, for 
more than a hundred years bypaft : We have 
it only as thefe men were pleafed to give k 
in print, at the end of Buchanan's dete&ion ; 
where indeed the marder is faid to have been 
committed on the ninth day of February K 
But feeing in the council-book, it is exprefly 
(aid to have been done upon the tenth day, 
it is not eafily to be believed that it was o- 
therwife iii the inditement originally : And 
any man who attentively confiders the pro- 
ceedings of thefe men, will conclude that the 
inditement hath been vitiated by themfelves. 

Certain it is, that in the depofitions of Wil- 
liam Powrte b and George Dalgleijh, which 
it is pretended were taken by their privy- 
council, that is, by Morton and his fellows, 
that murder is faid to have been committed 
on the ninth day of February, and on a Sun- 
day, upon which day of the week, the ninth 
of that month did fall that year. Nay fur- 
ther, they themfelves indited captain Bid- 
cader, for having been participant in the 
King's murder, upon the ninth of February c 

c c c a And 

• Ibid. P..103. H4. J Ibid, p, 1&$)171* '• 
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And Upon the xvv. day of July, tfaey c©»- 
demned him % and put him to death, al- 
though he conftantly denied that he was gait 
ty, and altho> they had not fo mtch as one 
witnefs again ft him. 

In like manner alfo, * notwithfladnding that 
there is afalfe note fubrjoined to ^/Azytf// ? s> trial 
about the error in the day of the* month ; yet 
in the 20th leaf after that, they themf elves 
repeat the fame thing, a6 is to- be feem hi tfee 

f#6 language, and in all the editions, of tkt 
JFnncb tranflation. At kft they altered h froa 
the 9th to the xoth day, in the edition primed 
at St, Andrews, m the year 157 a* For tfaefe 
r$afims 'tis move than probable,, that they 
were the perforis who did vit&ite^ the word it 
£afit»€W% mditement, for want of better 
ground* for chilling. 

Bat did fcot Lent* after this raakeibme; dtf 
coveries- as fertile rtrurrferen* of his fo»? or r tf 
he did not ; how happened it that the Earl of 
BrtbweU Jhould afterwards haive b*eix acct* 
fed and forfeited &n that aceounx ? and what 
good evidence did they produce aggmft himi 
Why trnly Lemx nevet? fotrnd or few any 
kind of Proof againft BtffrweH before he 
came to be Regent, befidea Jantes Murray** 
pafijuils, or tickets, as I*mcot calls them. In* 

deed 

» Sir batafekSfc^tm 
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rided after he tf as Reg&at,. he &w the Tettstt 
ita Boihwell, which his ptedeecflbr MtrrtiJ 
had got forged, and the tepofitiofla of £>m& 
4>f BothwelV* feFva&ts, which had been pro- 
cured mueh after the (a»e ntenn^r j and fife 
thefe things he trufted, or feemed to trufli j 
and in gratitude to the Earl of Murray, for 
his fervice in that ifcittet, he feldom menti- 
oned his na*fte> without adding thefe wqtrdi, 
Who refis with God; t&YTlrimas Buchmau 
who Went as his an&baflador to Demtmrk r for 
having the Earl of Bothwtll delivered x$p, 
|ent home 4 wrkiftg from» thfct country, cot* 
taiiwng matter fo Very d&ngerout to the e&u&, 
that Mat toft and his collegues being required 
t<> produce it at the court of England^ fbff fid 
thefn&ivea obliged to fay that they hid feat 
it: a<way, bfct prosaifed to e&hibit& a copy of it; 
out of which* a* they fay in one of their letter^ 
they omitted fuebl things as they thought not 
meet to be fbown a . Lena* alfo oflnttod 
to enter (his writing in. his regiftdr ; far it wsfe 
not expedient that the) whole GOttleafts fbouML 
be knOwri* uftle6 to fueh adepts as wctq 4«i- 
ly infllru&ed in their dark bloody myfteries : 
"Whatever the contents might be, it is certain 
that after Thorns Budbanan\ return, Lenox 
put off all fur the* enquiry after BethwelluSL 

ftttotber oppornwikjr, and until he fhotild terihft 

..the 

• See thtir JLtifttf) AftttfA fh jftl.- 



3&> Inquiry into tie Murder 

the Queen of England?* advice a . T 
Queen had very pfficioufly prefled the King 
{Denmark by her letters, ever fince the xxvil 
-day of March 1568, that he would fe 
•home Both-well to Scotland, to be tried 
the King's murder, promising and undertak- 
ing on the word of a Queen, that fixe fhoul 
take care that he fliould meet with nothing 
but equity, and that every thing fliould be' 
conducted with moderation and humanity ;. 
defiring that the Earl himfelf might depend 
jupon it for certain, that fhe would take all. 
the care and pains imaginable to have it fo K 
But the Earl was too well acquainted with 
her royal words and deeds, to truft her. By 
feveral letters written to *Demark afterwards, 
flie defired that for her honour, the Earl 
jriight be firft fent ftraight to England, to be 
conveyed from thence to Scotland* By her 
letter in the year 1570, fhe defires that he 
toight be thruft into prifon, and bound in fee* 
-tiers, or rather fent home : For that it was 
in no wife honourable for a King to fuffer the 
inttrderer of another King to droll about at 

liberty 

* Quod ad Bothwdlum attinet, cjuoniam ea de re re- 
Iponfionem fereniffimae dominae Ehzabethae, Angliae, ' 
Franciae et Hibernlae reginacfororis ac cottfanguineae no- 
firae/ quam cade recertiorem fecimus, expe&araus, can- 
Jam illam in aliud tempos differemus. Lenox's regiftcr of 
tetters, fol. 249. 

* See Rpbert o^CtoujDcftcr'sctaQnide,^, $7 U • 
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liberty, and to live without dread of pirni/h- 
anent. . The laft of her letters which I have 
feen to this purpofe, is of the very fame date 
;with Morton's letter, about the writing that 
<ame from ^Denmark, containing matters fo 
prejudicial to their caufe ; and of fuch a na- 
ture,' that Mmon and his fellows durft not in- 
Itruft the common poft, or an ordinary. mef 
fenger therewith, and were obliged to give 
a falfe copy of it ; to wit, the xxiv. day 
of March 1571. The King of Denmark 
Ixad not been pun&ual in anfwering Queen 
Elizabeth's former letters on this head* 
And as no further correfpondence can be 
found relating to this fubjeft, there is fome 
realbn to think that Queen 'Elizabeth had re* 
ceivcd an anfwer prejudicial to the! caufe, to 
the lame purpofe with that which Lenox had 
received ; the contents of which were kept 
fecret : But the confequence was, that fomc 
differences did immediately arife betwixt Le- 
nox and Morton ; and Queen Elizabeth be- 
gan to countenance the latter, and to negleft 
,the former : of which he complains in a letter 
to Cecil, in the end of July 157 1. ' For a- 
* ny, fays he, that have been, or are, favour- 
9 ers of the Earl of Morton, I find no fepara- 
' ration of them from me ; for that, as indeed 
' I have given him good caufe, he and his are 
v at my devotion in the King's fervice ; he 

hath 
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hath not Win abfatt upon any fucfr p» 
fence, for I have very wdl rewarded bin 
for 4ds attendance, that he needs not fin! 
faidt, nor to have recompence eUewhetfe 
Yet have J Found fi>nje hanghtinefe and felt 
leaking, more than needed, in the faid Eari^ 
by divers hi* dealings with me; which, I 
doubt, her Majefty's Jitters fern to him wil 
aggravate and mcreafe. For although, agl 
chink, her Majefty, upon infon&atioiiSj bad 
good meaning in the comets of her le* 
ttrs 5 yet fwrely, conficLermg the natftre of 
feme here, k ihouid have much better ftead 
to make good agreement and obedience, to 
hove countenanced me with her Majcfty's 
commendation to the nobility, that they 
might have perceived that her highneft 
would fupport me in my upright govern- 
ment, sgamft any that fliould mifufe me, 

TheiKng <fiH>trmari did at laft agree to 
fend heme the Earl of Bath well {and that, 
as it would feem, with the Earl's confent) 
but firft he required to have obligations from 
the *Queea xxf Ettgknd, and from the King 
and three dilates of Scotland, that the EaVl 
fliould meet with nothing but fair ufage; 
*nd that thefe obligations fliould be fent a- 
gatnA the xxiv. day. of *Augufl Mdi-xxi. 
Fow the King of Denmark could require no 

left 
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Either in honour or confcience. Lenox 
t that King's letter to the court of England^ 
xipon the xxv, day of May the year 15-71, 
defiHhg that Queen Eliidbtth Would giver 
ftich fecurity as xheDant required ; and ask* 
ing her advice what he himfelf fhould do on 
that occafiori a . But the propofal was too 
Jvift and reaforiable to relifti at the Englifh 
fcourt 5 who wanted to have had the noble- 
man delivered to them* without conditions, 
that they riiight murder him, either privately 
or publickly ; and then we fhould have had 
a confeflion promulged in his name, both a- 
gainft himfelf, and againft the Queen; worth 
& hundred of the filly confeffion, which he is 
faid to have made in 'Denmark * but which 
xva9 ihofe probably made for him in Eng- 
land. The King of Denmark thus infifting td 
have fecurity for his juft treatment and right 
tifage^ and being likely to caufe fee him get 
juftice ; the matter was dropt. This certairi- 
ly muft have given the King of Denmark £ 
ftrange opinion of their juftice and integrity : 
For they were left altogether inexcufeable ; 
and now it appeared that, whatever thejr 
had been pleafed to give outy they did not 
think it expedient to give Bothwell even a 
fecond fair trial. So much for Lenox's di- 
coveries, 

ddd The 

* Lenox'* regiftcr oflette* 1, fat. 4i$> *$S* 
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The parliament met upon the third day a£ 
ter the Earl was acquitted by his jury ; being 
the xiv. day of April, and upon the xix. day, 
he obtained a band fubfcribed by all the cler; 
gy and nobility, and probably by fomeo- 
ther members prefent *, ' That as the Earl of 
Bothwell had been tried by his Peers, and 
honourably acquitted from the accufation 
which the Earl of Lenox, by his letters, had 
given againft him, as guilty of the King'* 
murder ; and in confiderauon of the ant* 
quity andnoblenefsofhis boufp, and good 
fervices performed by him in defence of the 
Queen and kingdom ; they obliged them- 
felves, and every one of them, upon their 
faith, honours, and truth in their bodies, as 
they were noblemen, and as they would 
anfwer to God ; That in cafe thereafter any 
manner ofperfon orperfons, in whatfoever 
manner, fhould happen to ihfift further, 
to the flahder and calumniation of the 
faid Earl, as participant arte and parte 
of the faid heinous murder, whereof ordi- 
nary juftice hath acquitted him ; and for the 
which he had offered to do his devoir 
by the law of arms ; they, and every one 

'of 

Sir \!Z?Lf K *XA hift ' P ' #*- * ™** 6« that 
Sir James Balfour 4d not take down all the fubfertotibrf, 

^TaS. 7 thenaffies ° f the grcat men - « 
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of them, by themfelves, and their kindred, 
friends, affiftants, partakers, and all that 
' would do for them, fhould take honeft, 
f plain and upright part with him, to the de- 
r fence and maintenance of his quarrel, with 
r their bodies, heritage and goods, againft his 
' private or publick calumniators, bypaft or 

* to come, or any others prefuming any thing, 

* in word or deed, to his reproach, dishonour, 
' or infamy. 

* Moreover, they weighing and confi- 
4 dering the prqfcnt time, and how their fove« 
1 reign, the Queen's Majefty, was now defti* 
4 tute of a husband ; in which folitary ftate, 
4 the common weal of the realm might not 

* permit her highnefs to continue and endure j 
4 but at lome time her highnefs might be, in 

* appearance, inclined to yield unto a mar- 

' riage : And therefore, in cafe the former 

4 afFe&ionate and hearty fervice of the faid 

4 Earl done to her Majefty from time to time, 

4 and his other good qualities and behaviour, 

4 might move her Majefty (b far to humble 

4 herfelf, as by preferring one of her native 

4 born fubjefts,' to all foreign Princes, to take 

4 to husband the faid Earl ; they and every 

4 one of them, upon their honour and fideli* 

4 ty, obliged themfelves, and promifed not ojn- 

' ly to promote, advance and fet forward the 

4 marriage to be folemnized and completed 

d d d z € betwixt 
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4 betwixt her Highnefs and the (aid noble 
f Lord, with their votes, counfel, fortifica- 
' tion and affiftance, in word and deed ; at 
4 fuch time as it Ihould pleaft her Majefty tp 
4 think it convenient, and how foon the laws 
4 ihould allqw it to be done : But in cafe any 

* would prefume dire&ly or indireftly, open- 
4 Jy, or under whatever colour or pretence, 
4 to hinder, hold back or difturb the faid mar- 
4 riage, they would on that behalf efteem, 
4 hold and repute the hinderers, adverfaries, 

* or difturbers thereof, as their commpn ene- 

* mies : And notvrithftanding thereof, they 
4 would take part with and fortify the (aid 
f Earl to the faid marriage, fo far as it 
4 might pleafe their fovereign Lady to allow; 

* and would therein fpend and beftow their 
4 lives and goods, again ft all mortals, as they 
4 would" anfwer to God, and upon their owq 

* fidelities and confciences : And in cafe they 
4 did in the contrary, never to have reputation 
i or credit in no time thereafter, but to be ac* 
4 counted unworthy and faithlefs traitors.' 

This band they fubfcribed at 'Edinburgh, 
the xix. day of -April Mdlxvii. being the 
laft day of the parliament. The firft part of 
it was indeed reafonable ; but the fecond part 
treafonable : Yet what remedy I for the whole 
members prefent, whether friends or foes, did 

jigree an4 fubfcribc, 

•*'""' Upon 
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Upon the xxii. day of the fame month, 
c Queen wept to Stirling to vifit the Prince 
l>er fon ; the Earl of Botbwell at the fame 
time gave put that he was to prepare fpr an 
expedition to Liddifdale t xo re&ify difbrders on 
"t Jie borders, over which he was Lieutenant ; 
and having aflembled a thoufand horfemen, 
all in armour, under that pretext, he went 
out at the weftern gate of Edinburgh ^ upoq 
t:be xxiv, day of April, as if he had only in- 
tended to have met the Queen in her return 
from Stirling, but in faft to feize her perfbn, 
^nd to make her his prifoner ; which he did 
at the Foulbrigs a , about half a piile weft 
from the caftle of Edinburgh^ carrying her, 
together withfome of the privy council, and 
others her attendants, firft ipto Edinburgh, 
, and that fame night to the caftle of Dunbar, 
of which he was governor : Where he de? 
tained her and them for about twelve days. ~ 
Jn thp niean time his lady, Jean Gordon* 
fifter to the E^rl pf Huntly, brought an 
3#ion againft hirp before Mr. Robert Mqit- 
land, Dean of Aberdeen, Mr. Edward Henry- 
fon Doftorof laws, two of the Senators of the 
college of juftipe, Mr, Clement Little, and 

Mr. 

• So Murray's acl of forfeiture againft Bothwell. Geo. 
Jtachanan and others write,, that he feized the Queen at 
Almon-water,and others feek\he place to the weft ofUn* 
fithgow, but all of them crroncoufly. 
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}&r. Alexander $yme advocates, Cdhiifliflaries 
of Edinburgh, for a divorce on account of 
iclultery, of which it was alledged he had 
Befen guilty with one of her maids called Bet- 
ty Crawford : Which proceft waS actually 
co'mffcenced before the Comtniflaries upon 
flie xxix. day of April, and was purfoed in 
the lady's name by Mr. Henry Kihroft. For 
file Earl appeared Mr. Edmund Hay, and re- 
quired and Obtained his antagonift's oath de 
talumnia, that he had juft caufe to purfue 
that a#ion : Which being done, he denied the 
Jibel, The Commiflaries after having nfode a 
fafhion of examining witnefles, gave feh- 
tence for the divorce upon the 3d o^ May. 
As the procefs cannot be found at prefent v 
we are not enabled tp judge of the evidence; 
feutif it was fuificient, of which there is fb'me 
doubt, it was the only crime that ever was 
made appear againft i?<?/Atc/*//, before the rape 
of the Queen ; nbtwithftanding all the obloquy 
that hath been caft oh him fince. 

That very fame day ph which this fen? 
tence of divorce was propOpnCed by the 
Commiflaries of Edinburgh, the Eafl brought 
a reciprocal aftion againft his wife, before 
the Archbilhop of St. Andrews his equrt, for 

ha- 

* This account is taken from an abridgement of theft 
procefTes in an old MS. belonging to Mr. David Falcone? 
ftdvocate. 
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baying his marriage with her declared null 
and invalid, as having been contra&ed againft 
theCanonkaw,withouta difpenfetion ; becaufe 
he and the lady were within the degrees by 
it prohibited, as being fourths of kin in a 
double refpeft. The Archhilhop had direct- 
ed his commiffion for this purpofe to feveral 
ecclefiaftical perfons, or to any of them. Mr. 
.Archibald Crawford Chanon of Glafgow, and 
parfon of Eghjham, and Mr. John Monde* 
fon Chanon of "Dunbar accepted of the depu- 
tation ; and having examined witnefies, and 
gone through all the ufual folemnities in or- 
der, they gave fentence upon the vii. day of 
JVfay, declaring the marriage to be,and to haye 
been null from the beginning, in refpeA of 
the parties contingence or proximity in blood, 
which debarred them from lawful marriage, 
without a difpenfation obtained before-hand. 

Matters being thus prepared, the Earl, (till 
accompanied with a great force, brought the 
Queen to the caftle of Edinburgh, of which 
he was governor, upon the 6th or 7th of 
May, where he kept her prifoner till the- 
1 2 th day, prefling her majefty to comply 
with the defires of her whole parliament;, ia 
accepting him for her husband. AH this while 
no man made the fmalleft attempt for her 
Majefty's deliverance, or fhewed the leaft diC 
fatisfaftion, or diflike at BothweWz proceed- 
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iogs, or even fo much as enquired at their So^ 
vereign, what fhe would have them to do a . 

George Buchanan, a man who fold himielf 
to forge and falfify, for palliating the unparal- 
leled crimes of his party, quite confounds 
the order of every tranfa&ion at this period* 
bringing them all in topfy turvy, fo as ht 
might beft lhew them in a wrong light, and ob- 
(cure the truth* But finding no way of ju* 
ftifying the fubje&s for neglefting ft> long to 
enquire about their Sovereign, he boldly af- 
firms that they did fo, while the Queen as 
yet was in the caftle of 'Dunbar. * In the 
*mean time, fays he, the more upright 

* part of the nobility Qhat is Morton and his 

* aflbciates,] being aflembled at Stirling, fent 
' fome perfons to the Queen to enquire 
? whether (he was kept with or againft her 
c will ? For if fhe was there againft her will, 
4 they would levy an army and fet her at li- 
1 berty. She received the meflage not with- 
4 out laughing, and anfwered, That it was 
' true fhe was led thither contrary to her in- 

* clination, but was fo civilly ufed, that Ihe 

* had fmall reafon to complain of the former 
'injury. Thus fcoffing at the meUage.' 
Would any body have expefted fo much of 
Morton and his companions ? or, can any 

one 

■ See the Queen's own account of this matter^ w Bj>. 
feith's .hiftory p. 38s. 
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foe believe it 2: - : Infaft there was no fuch 
ftieflage fefat by any body ; and as for them> 
they never pretended to have done fb; nor 
indeed could they ? unlefs they had refol* 
Ted to involve thdbifelves in one contrariety 
more ; for George Buchanan himfelf produ* 
ced at York a warrant by the Queen, dated 
*xix. of April} for fubferibing the band which 
they gave to Bothwell, for furthering his mar* 
riage with herlelf * j after which a mefl 
fage or this kind was needlefsj That warrant 
had been by cffmmon confent delivered in 
keeping to the Earl ofJtrgyiv, as we are told 
by George' Buchanan in his hiftory : If fo, 
I wifh he hadalfo told us how he himfelf hap* 
ptened to have it fo ready at Yorki 

The Qufttin findirig helfdf thus kept prl- 
foner in her own capital, and that no mortal 
beftirred himfelf on that account, but that 
all who formerly had been her friends and true 
fubjefts, as well as the old rebels and traitors, 
were engaged" to* Botbiuellj as fliehad good 
reafoti to believe, both by theif behaviour and 
hand-writings, and reflecting on the former con- 
fpiracies from which (he had narrowly efe aped 
flie began to Hfteri to his propofalfc of mar- 
riage : But beeaufd that marriage could not 
Have been accounted valid, unlcfs her Majefty 
fhould be at liberty, in appearance at leaft, 

e e e Both* 

f Append, p< 140* 
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Both-well, with his friends, brought her upon 
the 1 2 th of May, out of the caftle of JS Jin* 
burgh before the court of Seffion, and a num- 
ber of others of the clergy and nobility, 
where ihe allowed of the Lords of the Seffion 
for fitting during her captivity ; and as to 
the Earl of Bothwell, fhe exprefled herfelf 
much in the terms which . Buchanan falfly 
makes her to have returned to his worthy 
Lords at Stirling ; and declared herfelf to 
be free, if we may believe the entry in the 
record of Seffidn that day, which indeed 
came through very fufpicious hands before it 
was recorded, as is evident from the note on 
its margin *. • 

But her Majefty had only a flxew of liber- 
ty, till flic created the Earl Duke of Orknay, 
and thereafter married him upon the xv. day 
of May. Their contraft, of marriage is. to 
be feen in the Appendix, p. 57. 

Although thefe proceedings of the Earl of 
Both well, and. bis behaviour towards the 
Queen, were mod arrogant and prefumptu- 
ous ; yfet much might be faid in excufe, as to 
his cafe in particular, which every man's own 
mind will readily fuggeft to him : For cer- 
tainly thefe perfons whb fubferibed the band 
for advancing him to. that marriage, and defend* 
ing and aflifting him in thefe attempts, were far 

more 

Ibid. p. 242. 243« 
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-more to be blamed than he : But the party 
who firft joined in that band, and flood by 
till the marriage was over, and then rofe up 
-again ft him> were altogether inexcufea^le. 

Thefe fhamelefs, unworthy and faithlefs 
traitors, as we are authorifed to name them 
,by their own fubfcriptions a , being confcious 
of their guilt in murdering the King, and 
dreading the difcovery, and the punifhment 
due to them on that account, had been ever 
after that meditating a new rebellion, being 
•well aflTured of afliftance from England. And 
for a pretence, immediately after this mar- 
riage, they fet *up their old fham, That 
.their religion was in danger. All the efta- 
blifliment which it had till the parliament in 
tApril before, was an ordinance by the Queen, 
after her arrival out of France, That none 
fliould make innovation or alteration in the 
flate of religion, as lhe found it then univer- 
sally received* Which ordinance they ftretch- 
ed and extended fo far beyond the original 
defign of it, that they would allow no mortal 
to worfhip God but in their own way, no not 
privately, Unde.r this oppreflion, fome per- 
sons had applied to her Majefty, and obtained 
licences for the private exercife of their reli- 
gion. This they gave out to be an infringe- 
ment of the ordinance above mentioned, and 

eee2 began 

! Sec above, p. 366. 
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£>egan to call to arms on that account. Thcfe 
jrumours the Queen was pleafed to refute, 
by a publick proclamation the xxiii. day of 
May, appealing to every perfon, whether fhe 
had ever done any thing to the fubverfion of 
their religion; reminding them, that in the laft 
parliament fhe had abolifhed all penal laws, 
repugnant and prejudicial 'to that religion : 
And by this proclamation Hie revoked aH 
fuch private licences as flie had before grant- 
ed. And thus was their groundless clamour a- 
bout religion (lifted* 

Upon the xxviii. of May, her Majefty re- 
folved to hold juftice-courts upon the bor- 
ders, and by publick proclamation, warned 
the nobility and gentry all around, to attend 
her ap Melrofs upon the xv. day of June, to 
that effe&. Upon which the godly party, 
as they called themfelves, began to fpread 
falfe rumours among the heedlefs and un- 
thinking vulgar, * That her Majefty meant 

* to fubvert the laws ; to rejeft the coun- 

* fel and affiftance of her npbility ; to 
f handle all things without any difcretion, 
f qgainft the ancient cuftom; and indeed 
f that fhe negle&ed the health, prefervation, 
f fure cuftody, and government of her fon 
f the Prince.' Thefe calumnies alfo fhe 
yrzs pleafed to refute by a publick .proclama- 
tion 
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j5oa upon the fourth day of June ». 

Such means having proved unfuccefsful, a 
jnbre expeditious projeft was foon concerted, 
pamely, tofurprife the Queen, and to make 
her prifpner once more. They had been 
forming their party for a long time, and were 
now become as itrong as ever : For befides 
the Earls of Morton and Glencairn, the 
Lords Lindfay and Rutbven, Kirkaldy of 
Grange, and many others of lefs note, who 
had been in former confpiracies and rebellions; 
there were now alfo combined in this con- 
fpiracy the Earls o{ Athol, Montr ofe and Mar ; 
the Lords Hume, Sanquhar and Semple ; Mur. 
ray of Tullibardin, Ker of Ce/sfbrd, and 
Scot of Buccleugh. 

Upon the 6th of June the Queen had gone 
to Bortbvjtck caftle, and next day the Duke 
of Qrknay Earl of Both-well rode to Melrofi ; 
by which means her Majefty was left with 
fmall company about her ; and fuddenly in 
the night-time the caftle in which fhe lay was 
environed by the Lord Hume, with eight 
hundred men : But within a day or two fhe 
made her efcape, and got fafe to Dunbar, be- 
fore the other confpirators could arrive to joifi 
with Hume. 

Finding themfelves thus difappointed, they 
held their general rendezvous at Edinburgh f 

and 
** Record* of privy cpuncil, ... - » 
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and having found by experience, that to 
throw out calumnies againft the Queen, fo 
long as fhe was at liberty, would only tend 
to expofe themfelves ; they put another 
face on the matter, and gave out by procla- 
mation, * that they were aflembled for relie- 

* ving the Queen's Majefty from the capti- 

f vity in which fhe had been detained now 
w * for a long fpaee of jtime 5 fo that flie neither 
' was in a condition to govern her realm and 
f fubje&s by the advice of the nobility, nor to 
' take trial of that mod cruel and abominable 
' murder committed upon her late husband, 

* their Sovereign Henry Stewart of good me- 

* mory. To accomplilh which ends, and 
4 to caufe juftice to be adminiftred equally to 
€ all the fubje&s ; to purge the realm of the in? 
f famy and flander, with which it was as 

* yet calumniated among all nations, and to 
« preferve the Prince's perfon from all who 
' would invade him, they, as of their duty it 
' appertained, were to run all hazard of dan- 

* ger or inconveniencies.: And therefore com- 
4 manded and charged all the fubje&s, and 
« particularly the inhabitants of Edinburgh 
■' to aflift them.' This * proclamation they 
publiihed upon the xi. day of June. 

The next day, it feeras, they had got fur- 
ther intelligence, which they publifhed .by 

♦ another 

* See Andcrfgn's Colleaion J # vol t.part 3. p* xa& 
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another proclamation, € evea that they tinder 
*~ftood that James Earl of Both wfill had put 
g violent hands on their fovereign Lady V 

* mod noble perfon, fhut her up. in prKba 
4 in N the caftfe of Dunbar, and, by unlal*- 
f ful means, feduced her to an unhoneft marr 
■' riage with him, and detained her as yet ia 

* captivity : And further, that they were as* 
' suredly informed, that the fame Early 

* in order to bring. about that marriage, way 
' the principal author, devifer, and inftro- 
f ment of the King's murder/ They pror 
ceeded alfo to confirm all tbefe things by 
their own falfe argumentation ; that it well 
appeared to be fo, hecaufe the, Earl, -when he 
liad the Queeitfs perfon in hit hands, caufed * 
pretended divorce, from his wife to be wrwi^ 
fully made.; and the jxocefs and fentences 
all begun and, ended within two day* *. They 
further added, . ^Tfeat they were informed hptur 
€ that Earl was even then tnaklpg.fome alt 

* femblics of men, per fuading them, to affift 
f Hm : Which; they; could / interpret, to. be f<>f 
1 nootherend,ith^.toc^ 

* upon the &m, las, was. done upori the fiuhqr: 
< Whom they \frcre minded to refill with, all 
4 their forces, and to deliver thd Qjifteti out 

** of 'the mod miserable bondage - r and therei 
1 fore gave orders to fummon die whplq 

•:o . kingdom 

« See above, p. 368, 369. 



■ ■ 

$7^ r Inquiry into ihe murder 

4 kingdom to their . affiftance, ' withm Tour 

* hours after the publication of their aft, upod 

* the pain to be treated as enemies.' 

' Upon the xiv. day of June the Earl of I 
■Both well brought the Queen from Dunbar, 
together wkh fach forces as he had levied; 
and came chat night to Seton. Ntet day bef- 
1ng Sunday, the rebels marched : out of E- 
-dinburgb with all the force that they could 
raife, or that the kirkmen could incite to join . 
-with them ; but would not have dared td 
•venture with all thofe, had they not got 
fome accidental affiftance, in this manfter r 

The King of 'Denmark was then in ufe to te 
vy men in Scotland \ toferve him in his wars, as 
the Dutch now doy and have done for many 
years pad. Over thefe prefided a Scots officer 
tailed Coroner / and one captain John Clark, 
an officer of fome experience, but a man 
altogether faithlefs and immoral, then held 
that poft. He had come to Scotland fome 
tiifoe before, in order to levy fome compa- 
nies of fohfiers, and three hundred gentle- 
men, for ttfe King oCDenmari'i fervice ; foi 
Which he obtained a licence fr<om the Queen 
arid D&ke of ^Orknay : And when he had 
compleated his levy, and accoutred them, 
he joined with thefe rebels, to affift them 
tot only with the men, but alfo with fuch 
quantity of the King of Denmark's money 

as 



^9 he b*d rermuafagin his han4sj a ; aftd Wfciit 

%Jppg | with theqi to Carter ry.* But. when they 

c^ai^thfire^itheydi^ not find $heipfelve9 fo 

i^sur Superior i&, numbers ap they had imagined j 

aj?d thef efore^ ^nftpad °f engaging fuddenly* 

they chofe^o f hearken to, the mediation of 

K*Z\Qroc the French Ambaflador ; and in tho 

caiean time, as we are told, began to vapour, by 

challenging Bothwell to fight, not with any 

of their principals, but with any of two of 

their vain-glorious bullies, Kirkcally of Grange* 

or Lord Lindjhy ; whom they call undefa* 

med, although they had been guilty of rob* 

beries/ rebellion,. affaffinations and murder^ 

irj cold blood. .. But the Queen would allow, 

of no fuch determination of the matter ; for 

however brave the Earl of Bothwell was> ana 

^ow generally; foever this method of trial had( 

pWaine4 ; yet every bodykaows, it was at; 

beft a barbarous pra&ice, and carried with it 

no manner of. convi&ion t But to the ring* 

leaders of the rebellion, the iflue of the com* 

bat was a matter of IndifFerency, if they 

were fafe themfelves, 

.".'•' fff Ac 

* X-ehox's regltfer' of letters This Clark with fomtf 
of his fubalternfr, wt&, by their faHhoods, the authors of 
confining BbthHvel,l in Denmark : but upon a fair bearing 
he was releafed, and Clark, with fome others, thruft into 
prifdn ; and one of them, called Campbell, had fentence o( 
death pronounced againft him ; but Clark efcaped by th€ 
earned intercefQpji of the Qjwaof England* 
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At laft the rebels fent Kirkcaldy of GrM£4 
to the Queen, * defiring her to caufe the 
« Earl of Both well to pafs off the fields, ailed- 

* ging that he was fufpe£ted bf the murder 
' of her late husband, till that matter fhould 
4 be brought to a trial, and that (he fhould 
r pafs with them, and ufe the counfel of her 
4 nobility, [by which Word, in all their writ* 
€ ings and hiftories th^y mean themfelves only, 

* altho' they were by far the fmalleft part, 
4 and mod worthlefs Q then they would ho* 
' nour, ferve and obey her Majefty, as their 
4 Princefs and Sovereign/ 

The Queen, who had actually been in cap 
ttvity, and during that time had befen con- 
ft rained to confent to a marriage, to which 
Ihe never feems to have been fully recon- 
ciled s whatever has been faid or fworn to 
the contrary, began to liften to thfe propofaJ : 
And Kirtaldy, taking the Earl of Botbwtil 
by the hand, defired him to dfepart, proroifing 
that no man fhould purfue hita. When the 
Queen came to the rebels, Morton, in name 
of the reft, ratified the prdmife made by Kirk- 
aldy, and, addrefling her Majefty with great 
reverence, ufed thefp words :. * Madam, here 
4 is the place where your Grace fhould be; 
4 and we will honour, ferve and obey you, 

4 as 

* 1 * * 

? SecBp. Keith*! hill p.- 3 8S.— 394; 
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y m clinch as ever the imbrlky of this realiu 

^ ; di3 any of your jpredeceflbrs^ 

-■ Xfortori and his 'fellows had thefe their en- 

gagements thrown in their teeth at Tort by 

the Queen's comniiffiohers a j but never ven* 

tured to deny any part of them; yet their 

toanner of fulfilling them, was by bringing her 

to Edinburgh ', and treating her as (hie came 

4long the ftreets with the greateft indignities 

'fchat malice could invent, and encouraging 

-the rude itupid mob to do the like. Then irk 

: the night time fent they her away privately 

and forcibly, and flxut her up priloner in 

Lochhvin. 

'The next day they entered into a "band or 
'covenant, ' to affift one another in following 
'*>forth their quarrel as they call it, until the 
s authors of the cruel murder and ravilhing 

* fhouid be condignly punifhed ; the unlaw* 
^ ful marriage diflblved and annulled ; their 
'** Sovereign relieved of the thraldom, bon- 

* dage, and ignominy which flie had fuftained 
4 by the Earl's occafipn ; the per (on of the 
'* innocent Prince repofed in full furety, and 

* relieved of the imminent danger (fay they) 
-* in which he now (lands ; and, finally ji- 
4 ftice reftored *, &c. 

- " s rf f 2 Now 

* Append p» X 64* 

* See Bp. Keith's hift. p. 404, A^dcrfo's 

yol% 1. part a* p. 234* 



Now* the Earlpf fiothwefl, whom they Iwf 
in a manner difmifled yefterday, Was by thqa 
charged with all thefe things ; and they in| 
ferred from his proceedings, that h? was guil 
%y in all thefe points ? For although in their 
proclamation of the xii, pf {his jwjnth, t)iey 
.pofitively affirmed that they were ajfurcdlj 
informed that he was the principal author 
and devifer of m the murder.*; yet now wc 
hear not ope word of their information, nor 
at any time after m Xi for they thought meet to 
.drop it altogether . which no man will believe 
that they wpyld have done j and indeed they 
pught not, had there been any truth in the 
jnattpr? And after this, who can give the 
Jeaft credit to any part of their proclamations? 
And with what .face .cpvdd. they cry out on 
the Earl of fiothwell as a raviJher of the 
Queen, and againft . his marriage with her, 
after their chief ring-leaders had fubferibed 
the band aboye-memipned b f But did tbey 
not firft get a warrant from the Qyeen her- 
felf, for fubferibing that band, before they 
would content ? And wa§ pot that very war- 
rant produced at York p'f If \\ was fa, tbeFe 
could be np rape, nor would there ever have 
been any fhew of a rape; becaufe it would have 
been the WQft cqnfupiijiate folly and weafc 

pefs 

•8ce above, p. 377. «> p. 3^4. c Append, p, 87, 



pek to feign- * [rape after„gcantingTdch:atrM!fr 
jra&t,. But jhe Eari's proceedings ihew thath6 
Ayarfam wafe gradted - y >Jthey therefore ftaid 
fnanifcl%(CQhlvifted of thfc.fiargery of thatipa- 
per. Thus> ftpm the very, nature ofth& 
.thing, : eirhjer their accufation of the Queen v , 
4>t their ija^etffrtipn of JhfikmU*. rriuft i>ave 
been -falfe* And if :the, latter wa*:tra3» 
they,tl*en^ly.ep «wei;eacdeflgiiae8*to thexrime* 
Their a*gum3nt too> .concluding that £&& 
well muft 4#Lveflain the, King, becaufe -he 
.married the ;Q\ieen>, Urra^iefc. an affront to 
common fpnfe,; fchaa aqjt,, thing: to thepue- 
pofe 2 AlsfrQUgh; it; muft be acknowledged; 
that wehear ifdaily in -the mouths of people, 
, from whom bfctter* things might be expell- 
ed ; as if *hel£arl of B&bwtli would*, havte 
.been left, anxious to indrry the Queen; if 
' thefe men h%4 murdered h* husband, than if 
he had 4*)nfc /ft; hupfelf 1 ] or,. a* if no. perfon 
'Would h%ve jn^rriefcl her* but. he who mitt- 
" dered her husband, .,,..- .:-;:> 

Becaufe they had n& kind of proof, ' «dir 
. tolerable prefamption ag^iqfl; jB^w^// before 
.hand, t^ey, endeavoured to fupplythatgreat 
deficiency hy^an after-gaine. Accordingly 
upon the xxvi. 4ay oT^km* they pubK&gd 
. another proclamation, that no perfon fhould 
harbour or fupply Bothwell ; and, for a rea- 
. Jon, they giy.e , thi$ estraordi&arjr piece ' of 
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*ew3 : ' That MOW, by j*ft trial ttikett, 
/he was found not only to have been the 
•iaVienter and devifer* btff tfetf' executer 
' o£ the JKifig's murder, with hisowii hand', 
* as Us aim fervams, being in company wkV 
4 him at that unworthy -deed, had teftified*. 
Haw xhislhould be caifed a juft trial, or why 
JBtitbwcll (hould be faid co have done that 
deed with his <wn hand, ate "point's for which 
4M*e cannot eafily account. Bfrt this is evi- 
dent, that whatever certainty of this matter 
they pretended by their pubfick proclamati- 
on to have received, they a&ed in private as 
Jf they had got none at ail : For by the next 
following ad of their pretended council-, pad 
Hhat fame day* they ' ordained William 
** Biatkadcr and three others, as fufpefted of 
* 4 the King's murder, to be put to the tor- 
f fture, , for trial of the verity/ None of 
tbefe four had ever been accufed by any of 
J&othwelPs fcrvants ; and all of them ftood 
out againft their torture ; yet were they put 
ih) death, without having the crime made ap- 
pear againft them, either by their own con- 
ifeflion, or by the teftimony of witnefles. 
^And this was found to be neceflary; after 
they had been pampered with and tortured, 

to 

■ • • 

. ■'CoVQcil'book. See-Aoderfon, vol. I. part, 3. p. 
JMP- 3p. Keith's hifl. p. 407. 
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K» make felfa cortfeffi^ns, kft they fttould 
have difclofed the fccrdt. 

Hence it is manifeft ftom theit own tStst 
and deeds, that they ferved Botbivell much 
after the fame manner as they ferved the 
Queen. They thruft her Majefiy into prifoi* 
upon the xv* oi* sfvi. tey^ofjune, and jufti* 
fied the fa& by letter 9 which they pretended 1 
to have found on the xx. of that month ; but' 
which really were after that forged by them- 
(elves* And they had rifen againft the Earl 
on the vii. day of June, had proclaimed hint' 
guilty of this criAie oh the xii. day, and yet 
had no foundation for that accufation till tha 
x&Vr. day of that month : It is therefore al- 
together unt-a&fdhable to fuppdfe, that thefe v 
confeiTions were not procured in the fame 
ihanner as the tetters. 

They produced in Enghril the confefl> 
ons or depofitions of William Powrie,*GeorgeL 
*DalgleiJh) John Hay and John Hepburn, 
who had beeii fervants or attendants on the 
the Earl of Botkkvtth, by Which every one 
of them, of their own free-will, -is itiade te 
Confefs his own and the EarPfc guilt, very 
plainly and particularly, without any one 
Witnefs brought againft them, or Without be- 
ing confronted one with another, and with* 
Gut torture too> as it would appear* Thefe 

depo* 

* Anderfon's collcftions. vol; 2. p. 16$* 
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dtfpoftioas, in ; ftv^ral; paragraph* agree ft 
clofely, and in the fame words* although they 
V5re mad^at very diftant ftntfs,:;that it is 
incredible that.4iflfe re a? perfons* «or even the 
lime perfon ^t fo 4ift*&t . paves, fhpuld have 
told the fame ftory, w?tbojut : greater variety 
iji the expreflipn j . pr that the, ckrk fhould 
b^ye written thpm fo, withojUJ having the 
one at hand when he wrote thepther. And 
this is no better fign of their ; being genuine 
than their difcrepancies as to feVeral fa&sj 
which are very, remarkable*. 
^ Although fytorton and his £t\ip tf$, in their 
proclamation, did aflirjn that Both-well\ fer- 
v&nts had c^pfefled ' that he vea$ the execu- 
Vter of that murder with his own hands ;' yet 
i^x thefe coqfeffions there is. nothing like it, 
but only that he devifed it, and they did it 
themfelves; by blowing up the lodging with 
powder. . { K 

r This powder bfjng in a.trufck and leathern 
mail, was broughjt by Powrie and onePatrick 
JVilfon from Holy-rood-boufe to. the lodging, up- 
pn Sunday hxt^ night, all. at once, upon two 
horfes, both belonging to the ( Earl,a$ Powrie 
fwore thp x^Ui,: of June a . And this he muft 
have known 3* well as he kne\y> whether he 
went upon his head or his heels; and he con- 
firms "\t by this i token, that .while they were 
. .. ' ' deli- 

* Ibid. p. j4^> . 
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delivering the powder to Ormifton and o- 
fliers, the two horfes had ilipt away, and that 
he and Wtlfon carried the mail and trunk 
back again to the Abbay. 

And yet being re-examined upon the third 
of July, he fwears, that they carried up the 
powder at two feveral times, upon one horfe, 
which did not belong to the Earl either, but 
to Herman his page : By the token too, that 
at the laft carriage, he himfelf carried up an 
empty powder-barrel, fo big, that it could 
not be got in at the door of a great lod-> 

ging a . 

It would feem that, after the firft examina- 
tion was over, it had been difcovered either 
that the Earl had no horfes in town at that 
time, or, that the people who had the care 
of them, could have attefted that jPowrie 
and Wilfon had no accefs to them ; which 
occafioned this contradi&ion. 

This powder had been brought to the 
Earl of BothweWs lodgings the day before, 
being Saturday the eighth of February, at 
night by Hepburn of Bolton, as Powric 
fwears b . 

And yet it mud have been brought five oc 
fix days before, all along from "Dunbar ; yea* 
which is very ftrange, it was brought feveral 
days before Botbwell took any thought of u- 

g g g ' fi°a 

? Ibid. p. 171. * Ibid. 172* 4 
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fing it to that end ; for he had determine! 
to flay the King in the fields ; and neve* 
changed that purpofe till within two days be- 
fore the murder, as John Hepburn $£ Bolton 
fwears *. 

Powrie fwears, that he knew the Content! 
of the trunk and mail to have been powder, 
becaufe the famd was in fundry pocks Within 
the mail and trunk b . 

But as John Hay and John Hepburn do 
fwear, the powder, at leaft fo much of it as 
t?as in the trunk, was taken out of it, and 
put in pocks after it was brought up t Now 
they were the perfons who received it from 
Powrie arid Wilfon, and carried it to the 
King's houfe, and turned it out in a heap ill 
the middle of the floor of the Queen's cham- 
ber ; and there they tarried till the Queen 
and her company, and the Earl of Botbtvell 
among the reft, were gone to the Abbey of 
Holy-roob-houfe ; after which they fet fire to 
the lunt s and came away. 

The Earl ofBotbivett, 'tis faid, after Chang- 
ing his cloaths, came back to the King's 
lodging, bringing along with him - P&turit, 
^Dalghijh, Wilfon >*xi& Paris. But no rational 
motive can be conceived, that might have iri- 
^ duced the Earl to change his clothes, or to 

return 

•Ibid. p. 183. b Ibid, p . ttf, c Ibid. p. 180. 

181. 183. 186. - r . r 
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return at aH, when he had left two men b$- 
Hi,nd hitq, and nothing to do but to fet fire 
to thejnatch : Or, if he wppld needs returxj, J 
T*rhy ihQuld he have taken fo ipany alongft 
with tixn j unlefc it was for this very pur- 
ppfe, that they might bear witpefs that he 
was perfcnally prefent f However, in this 
all the depositions agree : let any man believe 
them, who jean. 

» 

A more extraordinary matter follows: 
For J$hn Hay and John He f burn do fwear, 
ithat before the others came back they had 
fired the match, by which, in a fhort tinje 
after the £?rl returned, the gun-powder, as \t 
lay on the floor of tbe-Queen's chamber ,being 
kindled, did blow up the lodging in the air : 
And for that very reafon thefe depositions <ft 
confeflions muft follow it, for they cannot 
pofljbly be true : Becaufe the vaults and foun- 
dation-ftones were blown in the air, with 
the reft of the lodging ; which, from the na- 
ture of the thing, could Qot have been efFeQ> 
ed by ibme powder laid in the floor of a room 
above the vaults; but tauft have been the eC 
fipft of a mine under ground : And that it 
was a&ually a mine, hath been made appear 
already, by fufficient records of that time *. 
Some however are not to be convinced by 

g g g 2 records, 

» Sec above, p. 146,328. 
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records, nor will believe any thing but what 
they find in their favourite hiftorians. Such 
therefore may confult trufty George Bu- 
chanan, who will inform them, 'That *thet 
' kept in their own cuftody the keys of two 
4 doors, one of them being the key of th$ 

* lower room, where after they had under- 

* mined the walls, they filled the canals with 

* gun-powder h . 9 And, a little after. € The 
' Queen flept two nights in the lower cham- 

* ber. Marry £he was afraid, fays he, left 

* if the lower part of the lodging had flood 
4 empty, the noife made by the people dig. 

* ging the canals, or paflage of the mine, and 

* bringing the powder into it, fhould raife in 
4 fbme of the fervants a fufpicion of treach- 
4 ery.' 

It is true indieed, that in what he calls his 
hiftory, he tells another tale, namely, < that 

* the fame powder for blowing up the lodging 

* was laid down in the lower chamber, where 

* the Queen had flept fome nights f .* But 
how that which was a mine digged under 
the walls till the year Mdlxix. fhould have 
afterwards become the Queen's chamber, let 

his 

» THEY.] That is, Paris, who, he tells us, kept the 
keys of the fore-door and back-door, which BothweU had 
kept up. See his deteclion, c. 13. 

Hift. lib. 18. c. 13. 
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V\s admirers explain. It is fufficient for the 
prefent purpofe that it was at firft a mine. 

Thefe things being fo, what becomes of all 
their boafting of evidence againft Botbwell* 
Murray began the accufation of his Sovereign 
in thefe words : c As James Earl of Botbwell 
4 was the chief executer of that horrible and 
4 unworthy murder *; fo was^ the Queen in 
4 the foreknowledge, counfel, device, per- 
4 fuader and commander of that murder/ A 
man would almoft be tempted to grant the 
whole of this, to wit, that the firft part of the 
fentence was equally true with the laft ; be* 
caufe, for aught appears, there is no truth in 
either. And one might venture, I think, to 
advance the contrary, ' that As James Earl 
4 of Botbwell was not the executer ; fo nei- 
* ther was the Queen the commander of that. 
1 murder.' At leaft it may well be inverted 
thus : That as the Queen was not the com- 
mander of that murder, and did not write* the 
letters to Botbwell for that purpofe ; fo nei- 
ther is there any probability or reafon to think 
that he wag the executer, or even knew any 
thing of the matter. 

If it lhall be faid, 'that fetting afide the con- 
feflions of thefe perfons above-mentioned, 
there are ftill too many evidences of Both- 
*well\ guilt remaining. ' Mr. Carte, from a 
letter of! Monfr, de Fusion, 5th January 
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1 j74, acquaints us, That James Or mi ft on dt 
Ormifim copfefled that tfee Earl of Botb-w*}\ 
Jhewed him a paper, fubferibed by the Earls 
tfjrgyle, Hu fitly apd Morton, Sfl: y*^ 
Balfour and fecretary M*ith*d> prowfing 
Jbim *fliftai*oe in murdering the King * : 
Aud, from other authors, he mentions an 
ittftopartite deed, which tfcey fty wjas drawn 
4ip acBongft thefe perfojis and Qtfcers, to the 
lame purpofe. 

>Tis hoped that none will cxpe& .to J*a?i 

<the proof of a wgative attempted j for let 

*ny other man, who was then in Eiinfargji, 

be accufed, mid % will be found a difficult 

matter to Anew at tbisdiftance of time that he 

•was not guilty, unlefs thefe confeflioas could 

|>e fepported ; whicjh cannot be done. As to 

Ormiflfiffs confeffion, it is to be feen inSir 

JLewis Stewart's colle&ionjBu It is a paper 

.drawn yp^by John Brand rainifter at Hoty- 

rood-houfe, much after the common form of dy- 

ing fpeeches, b*it with more art. This Brand 

was afterwards one of the fabricators of Mar- 

Ws confeffion b . He has indeed put the 

names of all the perfons mentioned in Monfr. 

ie Fenetonh letter into Ormitton 9 * dying 

fpeech,M<?rWs only excepted, who was .tfogn 

. Regent ; and therefore it was not to be £|c- 

pe&ed 

*.Hift. vol. 3. p. 531. * Seethe Append, toCrtw- 
. ford's memoirs, 2d edit* 
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tte&ed that he would be ranked in thia clafi 
oy Mr* Brand. Morten pretended in hi* 
confeffidn, that he durft not venture to pit. 
faifh Archibald Douglas, -whom he knew t<j 
be guilty of the King's murder ; but he did 
venture to execute Ormifton, without a trial, 
which is no great fign of his guilt. 

As to the d&opartite deed, if it had ever 
appeared, it would doubtlefs have thrown 
fome light upon this dark fubjeft : But the 
Vague tales of hiftorians do not fo much as 
jirove that there ever was any fuch thing. It 
is certain that TPalfingham, the Englijb fecre- 
tary, who furely had more opportunities of 
good information than many others, did 
miftake the band given to Bothwell for his 
marriage with the Queen, for a band to affift 
him in killing the King a ; and 'tis probable 
that there was no better foundation for the 
oftopartite deed* 

If it fliali be obje&ed, that it is a terrible 
thing to fuppofe that Murray, Morton, and 
the reft of them, would have been fo ex- 
travagantly wicked, as to murder innocent 
perfons (b cruelly, and then to forge fuch 
confeffions in their names : The anfwer is 
obvious, that they moft certainly did fo with 
Nicholas Hubert* They alfo put captain 
Blackader to death, without either evidence 

. f Seethe preface to Balfour's praffick* 
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or confeffion *. They had entered into bands 
and aflociations for murdering people in cold 
blood ; and had openly fulfilled one of them, 
when they murdered David Rizio* They 
formed the confpiracy for murdering the King 
jn the year 1565, while the Earl of BothweW 
was yet out of the kingdom ; which we find 
them dill purfuing in the end of the year 
l$'66. This in February thereafter, they got 
effe&ed : And then they forged eight let- 
ters, two contrails of marriage, befides a 
warrant and fonnets, in the Queen's name, 
and fwore that they were of her writing, to 
make her to be efteemed the author of their 
own abominations. And as their own aftions 
were prodigioufly wicked, fo like wife they 
patronized and defended others who had 
been guilty of the like crimes. Thus when 
Cardinal Beaton's relations and executors 
brought an aftion of afly thment, for his (laugh- 
ter, againft Kirkaldy of Grange, one of his mur- 
derers, Murray and his pretended parliament 
vaAuguft 1568, fcandaloufly difcharged the 
Plea, ' becaufe the Cardinal's (laughter, lay 
4 they, was done for the common weal, and 
< prefervation of the FAITHFUL : And 

* becaufe the whole goods [in his caflle] 

* were feized by the Frenchmen, [who took 

• 
it 

* They were convi&ed, (ays Calderwood, bat denied with 
•bftinate denial. Hift. MS, Bat how ware they convkted i 
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* ft .from his murderers] by my Lord Govef- 

* hor's cbmmand, who had the authority fbr 

* the. time; ^f.' And immediately, Grange 
entered a protection, that nothing done by 
•him- iti that caftte, after the flaughter of the 
Cardinal, fiiould be laid to his charge by thd 
Cardinal's heirs thereafter; 

All the while fomfe of them well knew, arid 
it is now a notorious fa£, that the Cardinal 

* ' • • * 

Ivas murdered at the inftigation of K. Hen* 
ry VIII. of England, who bribed the murder- 
ers to commit that deed : and to burn arid 
deftrQy the Abbots> Biihops, and other kirk- 
mens lands* &e. All which they did take iri 
hand, and entree! into a covenant with Henry 

im ' * g* 

for thefe purpofes ; and the firft mefleriger foir 
tranfafting this matter betwixt thetti and Hen- 
ry *, was Dr, George Wifharti Commonly 
called therriaftyn 

Thefe things are undeniably evident* And 
is it to be imagined that fuch men were more 
fcrupulous in the cafe of Powrie, Watgleijfr, 
Hay, Hepburn > or Ormlfion * If any perfori 
ftiall be of that opinion, let bim only try his 
skill to lliew that their confeftioris are trutJ 
and genuine* Whoever he was that drew 
theni up, he hath hot always had before hid 
eyes the difference betwixt day arid night i 

h h h .For 

* Dr. Mackenzie's lives, vol. 3. j>. I*. HapflM'f 
ftatc papers, p. ja< 
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For altho* all matters relating to that murder 
were tranfa&edjaccording to them, about mid* 
night the ioth of February, juft after the 
change of the moon, yet are they all made to 
know one another, notwithstanding that they 
met without doors, in a dark night ; and, at 
' parting,every one declares by which way the 
reft went, as if it had been at noon-day* 

It is alfo carefully to be noted, that Mur- 
ray and his party had before this, at fix fe- 
veral times a , plotted to cut off Both-well, 
and therefore it is furprifing to think that 
they would Rave made him privy to fuch 
deep confpiracies : But that he fhould have 
been the executor in their ftead, was only 
barely poflible, but altogether improbable : 
Add to this, that they found great difficulty 
in getting a pretext to fupport their accufa- 
tion of him, as we have feen already, p. 322. 
They themfelves, notwithftanding all that 
they had faid and fworn againft Both-well, 
did not (lick afterwards to lay the blame 
upon the Archbifhopof 57. Andrews, as alfo 
upon fome of their own fa ft ion, fuch as Secre- 
tary Maltland and Sir James Balfour. And 
both thefe did at laft recriminate upon Mor- 
ton *> • for Murray was then dead. 

Secretary 

• Above, p. 190. 244. 303. Bp. Keith** hilt Ap- 
pend, p. jfo. ,6 7# r * 

b See the preface to Balfour's pradkfc'f . 
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Secretary Maitland\ cafe is very lingular. 
The Earl of Lenox had caufed Thomas 
Crawford, the famous evidence, of whom be- 
fore *, to appear in Murray's council, and ac- 
cufe the fecretary of the King's murder ; 
vhich he did in the end of^iuguji 1569, while 
the fecretary fat at the council-table with 
the reft. Upon this Murray confined him* 
firft in the caftle of Stirling, and afterwards 
in the caftle of Edinburgh ; of which his 
friend Kirkaldy of Grange was governor ; and 
appointed him to be tried on the xxiv, day of 
November. Againft that day Murray had af- 
fembled a great convention at Edinburgh^ 
and had M&rton Rationed at 'Dalkeith with 
three thou fan d men ; which was all a iham; 
For when the fecretary was to be brought 
down from the caftle to undergo his trial, 
Murray adjourned it fine die, ufing a JTophi : 
ilical fpeech to this purpofe ; 

' My Lords and Gentlemen ; when ye eiv 

< terprifed the revenging of the King's flaugh* 
4 ter, I was in France : Thither ye fent 
4 to me, defiring me to come home, and take 

< upon me the government* Ye caufed me 
•' to take an oath, that Ifhould revenge the 
4 murder of the King to the uttermoft ; and 
4 ye, on the other part* did fwear to fortify 
1 me. 

h h h a 5 Nov/ 
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' Now there is a gentleman accufedof that 
' murder ; and I purpofed tp tal^e trial : Buf 
f ye have ponveened tp hinder juftice. Therer 
< fore ye fliall underhand that I will continue 

* the day of law till anqthpr time. Jf he be 
t clean, he fliall fuffer no harm : And if he be 
€ found guilty, it fhall not be in your power 
? to lave him a .' Thus he fhifted the blame 
off himfelf, upon his aflbciates; and there 
was no more ^bput that matter during his 
time. 

Soon after Murray was (hot at Linlithgow K 

Morton aflembles a numerous convention of 

• • • 

almoft the whole party, upon the xiv. day of 
February ; and before then* it was pleaded 
qn the fecretary's behalf, ' That although 

* he had beep accufed in the latter end oiAu- 
? guft 9 of being participant of the mail odious 
f crime of the murder of the King, by the 
' publick accufation of a man without a man: 
' (iate, P r cpramiffion, qnd had been put in 
1 prifon by the late Regent, where he had 
5 continued ever fince ; yet that was nQt the 
4 true re^fqn that moved the Regent and 
f council to ufe him fo ; but rather that they 

* were then perfwadpd by thp long whifper- 
f jug and fuggeftioq of the fecrefary's private 
f enemies, to conceive that he had trafficked 
f for the overthrow of the King's eftate, apd 

Mhg 

» See qqfeyoQd's h|ft. ftfS, 
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* the wrack and deftru&ion of all the noble* 

* men, ^nd honeft men, who had entered 
' in his quarrel : In both which, as God 
' knew his innocence, fo had he been, and 

* prefently was ready to make the lame patent 

* to the world, by undergoing the ordinary" 

* trial and judgment in fuch cafes.? Then 
each of them being interrogated particularly, 
they all declared, tMat none of them knew 
him \o be guilty of the murder, nor would ac- 
$uf$ him, but believed him to be innocent," 
$nd innocently calumniated : And therefore 
did acknowledge and recognofce him as an hoi 
neft innocent of thefe matters, and accept- 
ed and received him again into his own rank 
and office a . 

Neverthelefs he was forfeited that fame 
year, for that very crime by Lenox, when hrf 
fame to be made Regent; for which he Wanted 
Morton. And after Morton was fet up at 
Regenf , fecretary Maitland wrote a letter 
to the young laird of Carmicbael, to be com* 
ipunicated to Morton, in which he charges 
him with ingratitude. ' He was, fays the 
4 fecretary, the chief procurer and follicitor of 

* my pretended forfeiture, for a crime, where- 

# pf, he knows in his confeience, I was a$ 
f innocent as himfelf :' By which expreffion, 
he certainly meant that they were both guil- 
ty ; 

74ft privy council 
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ty : And fo Morton well underftood him 5 
jbr he anfwers in thcfe words : ' Towards 

* his forfeiture, fay$ Morton, when it fltall 
' be confidercd, who then had the govern- 
4 ment; for what caufe the forfeiture pa (led; 
4 I think they will not efteem me the chief 
4 procurer or folUcitor thereof : For the Earl 
g of Lenox, then Regent, having "the ad mini- 
4 ftration of juftice in his hands, and the caufc 
4 being the murder of the King his fon, it 
4 might be well thought that there needed 
4 little procuration or folliciration. That I 
4 knew him innocent, ir* my coqfcience, as 
' myfelf ! The contrary thereof is true : For 
4 1 wa$ and am innocent thereof; but could 
4 not affirm the fame of him, confidering whaf 

* I undcrftood of that matter, of his o^n con- 
4 fefficm to myfelf » before/ Behold the man 
fcrho had got this very perfog declared injio* 
cent in February 1570 ! 

When the caftle of Edinburgh was fur* 
rendred in the year 1573, the fecretary fell 
into Morton' % hands ; who not daring to ex- 
ecute him publickly, caufed him tp be poi* 
toned. 

Now feeing it hath been made appear a!* 
ready, that the Earl of Murray was the prin* 
cipal projeftor of that murder b , in the year 

1 565 

* Banantyne's continuation of Knox. Caldcrwood's 

Wit. MS. b p. ao2 . $ 
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1565^, and that he (till purfued the defiga 
till it was accompltfhed * : And as thefe lefr 
ters do make it plain that Morton and fecre* 
tary Maitland were alfo guilty ; and that if 
they were not prcfent themfelves, yet w4K 
tbtbali Douglas and John Binning were fenf 
by fame of them, and aftnally prefent at th* 
execution of that wicked deed j as alio that 
John Knox appears to have been a parties 
pant with the reft of them b : And indeed fo 
far as the matter can be traced with any ceiw 
tainty and confiftency, that both the conti> 
vance and execution appears to have been 
the work of men of their party only : Moll 
reafonable it feems to be, that the whole 
fhould be afcribed to them. And thus the 
ftory will proceed uniformly, without either 
embarraflment and inconfiftency, or the afll- 
fiance of the rack, or any torture or forgery; 
vouched by their own voluntary confeflions or 
writings ; and exaftly fuiting their chara&er* 
"Whereas in the accounts commonly received, 
it is quite contrary. All Murray and Morton's 
declarations, proclamations, oaths, a&s of 
council and parliament concerning this mat- 
ter, are founded on manifeft falihood, and 
inconfiftent among themfelves. BotbweWs 
men are made to confefs things inconfiftent 
and impoffible. Their confeffions as to the 

perfons 
• 3. 330- b p. 207. 
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perfons prefent cannot be true, fiflce jltchx* 
bald Douglas and John Binning were at that 
murder* The thing was done by fpringrng 
a mine, which required fome time for prepa- 
ration, and not as they fwear, by fetring a 
match to powder thrown fuddenly and care- 
lefly in a heap, upon the floor of an upper 
chamber. Finally whatever becomes of their 
Confeflions, the guilt of Murray, Morton, 
Letbington, iArcbibaU Douglas, and Jobn 
Binning is evident. But ene cannot faU to 
perceive, that they muft have had many more 
affiftants, (or example, fome perfons to dig the 
jnine, concerning which there is nothing to be 
found in the pretended confefiions of Both* 
wW% (ervants* 
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Of the GtueMs flight ititd England* 
and her ufage there*. 

QUeen MaHY itiade her efcape out 
of Locbleviti lipoii the fecond day 
of May 1568, after ihe had been detained in 
prifbn there* near eleven months; The com* 

Eany that aflembled to her were waylaid by 
er rebels> and worfted in an engagement at 
Langjidet upoti the xiii. day> chiefly through 
the ill conduft> to fay no worfe^ of the Earl of 4 
jLrgtle ; arid upon the xvi. daf of that fame 
month, Ihe let out from Dumfries in a boat> 
and landed ztJVirkington\w 'England f unad* 
vifedly indeed; but not fcf far fb as is com- 
monly thought ; for ihe had been encouraged 
by Queen Elizabeth and her oiinifters to do 
this; There is in the paper-offic? at London* 
a minute of a letter from Q. Elizabeth to 
Throckmorton her ambafTador, dated xiv. day 
cfcjul'y i$6j, in which ihe defires him to 
invite Queen Mary and her ion alio into 
England ; l becaufe her realni appeared to 
' be fubjeft to fundry troubles from time to 
' time ; and thereby, as it was manifeft, nei- 
' thier her own perfon free from danger, nor 

\\\ ■ y her 
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' her Cm : If fhe fhould be cbntented herfelf 

* to enjoy quiethefs, file fhould be glad to 
' fhew to her and hers the true effeft and 
'•fruit of ftiendfiiip* And though percafe, 
'• for her own part, fhe would think it againft 

* her eftimation and credit, to forfake her own 
' country for any refpefts, yet fays Eliza* 
9 beth, fhe may be by you remembered how 
' much good may enfue to her fon* to be nou- 
€ rifhed and acquainted with our court/ 

The words of this minute concerning Q« 
Mary herfelf, have a dalh through them, 
and other words are added by Cecil's hand, 
fcboUt fending her fon : With what view, it is 
not eafy to determine ; but k appears from 
other vouchers, that flie was encouraged by 
Throckmorton and others' to go to England ; 
and the day before fhe efcaped out of Locb- 
levin, fhe wrote to Q. Elizabeth, about a 
ring,that fhe had got in exchange from Eli* 
zab'etb, with many fair promrfes, which fhe 
had fent to Robert Mehill privately a . ' It 
appears alfo from other vouchers, that Eli* 
zabeth had Tent her a diamond, with promife 
of afliftance *. 

Very foon after fhe had- landed in Eng- 
land, Murray made an offer to accufe her 
of the murder of her husband ; and, on 

that 

* Haynes's ftate papers, p. 464. Anfwers to (Jieeil 
Mary's grievances, Cotton. Kbr. April 1583. 
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that condition, Elizabeth engaged to v fortify 
and protcft him in the government of Scot- 
land. With much ado they perfuaded the 
.Queen of Scots to confent to a hearing of 
the difference betwixt her and her rebels 1 
JJut after many proteftations that all was 
pareant for her advantage, for reftoring her to 
her crown and kingdom, and for her fecurity 
thereafter, ihe at laft confented, and com- 
miflioners were appointed on ail hands. Their 
tranfa&ions are printed at full length in the 
fecond volume, which will give inore fatisfafti- 
<m to the curious, than any thing thai might 
be feid about thefn. The key to them is, the 
bargain betwixt Q. Elizabeth and Murray % 
pf which the introdu&ion to this volume doth 
treat briefly. If one keeps that always in 
mind, he c*n hardly be at a lofs to perceive 
the drift of the little arts and prevarica- 
tions \ifed by Queen Elizabeth and her mini- 
fters, to make Murray's forgeries to pafs for 
Queen Mary's writings ; the unreafonable e- 
vafions ufed to keep thefe vile forgeries from 
the view both of Qyeen Mary and her coni- 
miflioners j and the pitiful fluffs and great 
pains taken to ftave off her accufation of 
Jdurray and Morton, for murdering her 
husband; and to let them elcape, under 
fome fort of colourable pretence. There one 
will clearly fefc the mean daftardly behaviour 

Hi a . of 
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of thefe men, who, when they were chal- 
lenged and openly accufed pf that odious 
crime by their Sovereign's coromUEoners, 
durft not venture to have that matter ex- 
amined, out of meer confciotofnefs pf guilt ; 
nor had they any thing tp fay for themfelves, 
but, ' that they would go to Bcrwton to the 

* Queen herfelf, to fee whether fhe would ac T 

* cufe theih : Which, they faid, they believed 
f fhe would not do :* Altho' they had her com. 
millions for that purpofe before their eye$^ 
G. Buchanan was prefent, and heard and faw 
all thefe things : And by comparing the record 
of the tranfa&ions of that day, which was the 
xi. of 'January, with the account that he gives 
in his hiftory, Book xix. chap, 24. we have 
pne glaring inftance more of his fliamejefs faI T 
fifications. The truth is, that Murray and 
his party did in faft lpfe the caufe at thefe 
conferences, notwithftanding all Queen Eli- 
zabeth 9 s efforts in their favours, altho* Bucha- 
nan, and after him James binder/on have im- 
pofed upon the world, by reprefenting the 

'matter otherwife : And the iffue of them 
was rather better than was to have been ex. 
pefied, when an adulterous baftard, who had 
feized the government pf one of her king- 
doms, was her accufer, before an umpire in 
fhp famg cpnditjon, who had been put iq 

" j?o(Teffipn 
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poflfeflion of two other kingdoms, which alfo 
pf right belonged to her only, 

Queen Elizabeth finding that flie could 
ndt get matters fo much to her mind as flie 
at firft cxpeQed, thought fit to difmifs Mur- 
ray ', with five thoufand pounds as a reward in 
the mep time for his forgeries and perjuries, 
and an order to her wardens of the mar- 
ches, for the fafety and prote&ion of his 
worthy perfon and train. But Queen Ma- 
ry's commiflioners were detained a good 
yvhile, upon falfe and frivolous pretences. 

It remains to fhew the Queen's ufage iii 
flngland, and the many indignities that were 
done to her, during her confinement there; 
for near nineteen years. How in the year 
1 584, an aflbciation was made in England, 
for defence of the Queen's perfon, as they 
faid, but in faft to murder their true Queen ; 
in which they bound themfelves by oath, that 
if any attempt fhould be made upon Queen 
Elizabeth's life ; by which any perfon [ Q. 
Mary] might be advanced to the throne \ 
why, in revenge of this, they would myrder 
Mary, This aflbciation was ratified by 
their parliament the year following. Then 
they fent out their emiflaries, to inveigle 
fbme unwary, perfons into fome fort of prafti- 
£es ; and it feems did fq ; but nothing likp 
fy» abfurd accounts that they gave out, of 

inv^ 
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invafions, killing Elizabeth, &c, Fqr. what 
madnefs would fuch undertakings have beei^ 
in fourteen ordinary Englijbmen ? However 
they put them to death ; ajid then, following] 
the example of the Earl pf Murray, they for- j 
ged fome letters of correfpondence betwixt 
Queen Mary and jinthony Bqbington 9 one 
of thefe pretended confpirators. Thus they 
thought the ends of their aflbcigpion fuflicient- 
ly compared. They difcharged her feryaptSj 
feized her two fecretaries ; and, by {heir infor- 
mation, fuch money as {he had in her hands, 
which was only about 7000 French crowns, 
and little more than twQ thoufand pounds 
Englijb money ; for the reft w^is ii* the 
French ambafla dor's hands. They tamper-, 
ed with her fecretaries, and, for fear of dcatb, 
made them atteft fome letters, none of them 
of any confequence, excepting that lo £a- 
bington, which carries in if grofs marks of 
forgery. Yet we are told that Babington 
and her fecretaries had acknowledged rjiat 
letter. But what could they acknowledge \ 
The Englijb, miniftry produced a copy,, but 
never pretended to have had the original : 
JJor had they the courage to affirm at their 
mock trial of the Queen* that her fecretar 
ries had acknowledged that copy. For Eli- 
zabeth fent a great number of the Englijb 
nobility and gentry to bring the Queen to 
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* trial. Thefe murderers met at Foiheringay, 
upon the xii. day of Oflober, and after a con* 
fufed rhapfody of idle tales and allegations^ 
without any tolerable proof, condemned her 
to die, in terms of their holy aflbciation. 

This being done, that the nation, in a man- 
tier, might be involved in the guilt of the 
inurder, the parliament affembled ; and to 
them Sir T'homas Bromely Chancellor, re- 
hearfed a long winded Rory about Anthony 
'Babingfdn's confpiracy, and Queen Mary's 
Concern therein. But as Bromely, it would 
feem, was not (b Converfant in their plots, as 
to make their fooliih incredible flories hang 
togerher tolerably, old Cecil refumed the 
matter Ibme days thereafter* Then Eliza* 
bfth was addreffed by petition upon petition 
from her parliament, to murder Mary. But 
jhe thought by her flattering letter to her 
moft faithful Amias Pawlet, and by plain 
commands to him from both her fecretaries, 
in her name, to get Pawlet to murder her 
privily, as being bound to do fo by his aC 
fociation oath ; thus imagining to turn the 
blame from herfelf upon him. But neither 
Pawlet, brutal as he was, nor *Drury, would 
be perfwaded ; for they well knew their 
danger. She therefore called them dainty 
fellows, who would profefs much, but per- 
form nothing, altho', as flic faid, they were 

bound 
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fcound by their oath to put that Qu6efa id 
<teathi Therefore Ihe figned a warrant her- 
felf for the murder, and when that was Over, 
laid the blame upon Davidfen one of her fe- 
cretaries, and fwore that Ihe knew nothing of 
ihe matter, 

To reprefetift all this tvickednefs and chi- 
canery in a clear light, to canvafs the mock 
trial; and to jfhe w the barbarous carriage of 
the murderers, and the Queen'? heroic be- 
haviour at hef death, might perhaps ptove 
ufeful : For fome people finding thefe thing9 
reprefented in a light quite favourable to Q. 
Elizabeth, have been tempted to bear a hand 
in the like a&ions once and again/ fince that 
lime. Add *s all the (lories invented againft 
Q. Mary's honour, and Carefully difperfed 
by Q. Elizabeth, have been (hewn to be vile 
calumnies, it were no difficult matter to re- 
criminate, and to fhew that Q, Elizabeth pra- 
ftifed all thefe things herfelf, fo far as one in 
ter (Juration poffibly could a , with many more 
jilaudable a&ions of di vets kind*. But as this 
would take up a fmall *rtume, it muft U 
deferred till another opportunity* 

After they had murdered the Queen, flot yet 
fatisfied with inventing falfhoods concerning 
her, they gave out, that fhe had left her right 
to the crown of England to the King of Spain, 

by 

* Sec Haynes's (late papers, &c* 
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by her teftament written with her own hand, 
the night before fhe was murdered : How 
truly, doth well appear from the tdftament 
itfelf, which follows. • • . ' 
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ROYNE dEscOSSE, 



AU NOM DU PERE, DU FILZ, ET 

DU S. ESPRIT. 

IE Marie par la grace de Dieu Royne 
d'Efcofle, doiiairiere de France, eftant 
preffee de mourir, & n'ayant moyen de faire 
&on Teftament, j'ay mis ces articles par e- 
fcrit, lefquels j'entends & veux avoir mefme 
force que s'ils eftoient mis en forme, 

Proteftant premier, de mourir en la Foy 
Catholique, Apoftolique, Romaine. 

kkk Premier 
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Premier, je veux qu'il foil h\& un fervkrf 
tdmplet pour mon ame, en FEglife Saind 
Denya en France, & l'autre a S. Fierre de 
Rheims, oil tous mes fervheurs (e trouveront 
en la maniere qu'il (era ordonne par ceux a 
qui j'ay donn6 la charge icy deflbubs nom* 

1UCZ« t 

Plus, qu'ua obit anpuel fbit fondc, pony 
prier DifirU pour mon ame a pe# pctuite, au 
lieu & en la maniere qu'il fera advife le plus 
commode : 

Pour a quoy fournir, Je veux que mes mai- 

Auii de Fontaint-Bleiu (blent vendues, eipft- 

rant qu'au furplus que le Roy m'en ayde- 

ra, comme par man meraoire je le requiers. 

Je veux que ma terre de Trefpigny de- 

meute k &oh coufin <$e Quyfe, po^r une de 

fes fiiles, s'y elle vient a eftre mariee en 

fes quartiers. Je quitteray la moitie des arre- 

rages qui me font deubs, o* tine partie* i 

condition que l'autre (bit p?y6e, pour eftre 

par mes executeurs employee en aumofne 

armuelle : Pour I quoy mieo** pourvoir, let 

paplers ieront recherches & <}divrc£ felon 

Faffignation* pour en ftirt h pourfcUe. 

Je veux audi que Target^ qui fe redrera 
4e mon procez de Sccondat, foit diflrfcuc 
comme il a'enfuit, 
Pf emiefment, a la defcharge da payement 

d& 
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& fries debtes, ft mtnlefftenf i ty &J>rM n&w 
flfflez, qui ne fercjlnt j* payfcfc* 

Premier, tefe delist mil fefcui: de CdttH$,Qtt4 
jd veqx kiy eftre paye2> fafo$ hulte eofctftt 
di&on, comme eftans en ftvetrf de ftarfage, 
fans que Nau, i)y autre, luy eh puiflfe Heh de* 
mander, quelqu* obligation qu'il en kyt> 
d'autam qu'elle n'eft «\u4 feinte, & que ftw* 
gent eftok I moy, et nen empruntd, leqnel j£ 
ne feis que luy monftrer, & Pay depais tetiri$f 
& me Pa on pri$ avec le refte i. Gkdrtthy, 
lequel je luy donne s*il le peult refcovrir, 
comma il a eft€ pro mis, pour ppyeittent dt* 
quaere mil francs promts par ma mort, & mil 
pour marier une fienne fteuf, & mVyaht de* 
mand£ le refte pour fes defpens en ptffon. 

Quant a Paffignation de pareille fofame \ 
Nau, elle n'eft pas d'obligatidii, & pour ce a 
tousjours eft€ toon intension, quelle fuft la 
demiere payee, & encores en cas qu'il fade 
6pparoir n'avoir fai& contre la condition 
pour laquelle je les luy avois donnee, au tet 
moignage de dies ferviteurs. 

Pour la partie de douze tent efcus qu'il 
m'a fai& allouSr par luy empruntez, pour 
fervice de Beau-Regard, jufques a fix cent 
efcus, & de Gefvaia trois tens, & le refte }i 
fie (fay, dbnt il faut qu'il les repayc de foo 
argeqt, ftquej'en foisquitte, & l'aflignation 
caiKe, c*r je tfen ay rien receu, nuis eft le 

k k k 2 tout 
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tout en fes coffres, fi ce n'eftoit qu'ilsefi 
Ibyent payez. Par defa (comme que cc 
foit) il faut que ceftc parcie me revienne bon- 
ne, n'ayant rien receu, & s'y elle eftoit pay€e, 
je dois avoir recours fur fon bien. 

Et plus je veux que Pafquier compte les 
deniers qu'il a defpendez & receuz par le com- 
raandement de Nau, par les mains des fervi- 
teurs de Monfieur Chafteau-Neuf Pambafla- 
deur de France. 

Plus je veux que mes comptes foyent ouys, 
& mon Threforier paye. 
JPlus que les gages & parties de mes gens, 
tant de l'annee paflee que de la prefente, foy- 
ent tous payez avant toute autre chofe,tant ga- 
ges que penfions ; hors-mis les penfions de 
Nau & de Courle, jufques a ce que Ion 
ffache ce qui en doit advenir, & ce qu'iis au- 
ront merite de moy pour penfions, fi ce n'eft 
que la femme de Courle foit en neceffite, ou 
luy mal traifte pour moy. Pes gages de Nau 
le mefmc. 

Je vieux que les deux mil quatre cens 
francs qui j'ay donnez a Jehanne Kennedy luy 
foyent payez en argent/ comme il eftoit 
porte en fon premier don, quoy faifant la 
jtenfion de Guillaume Duglas me reviendra, 
laquelle je donne a Fonteny pour fes fervi- 
ces & defpens non recompenfez. 
; Je veux que les quatre mil efcus de ce 
/ 'Bancquier 
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Jfancquier foyent follicitez & repayfe, duquel 
j'ay oublie le.nom; mais 1'Evefque deGlafcou 
s'en refouviendra aflez ; & fi Paflignation pre- 
miere venoit a manquer, je veux qu'il leur 
en foit donne une fur les premiers dehiersde 
jSecondat. 

Les ~dix milie francs qjie PAmbafladeur 
avoit receu pour moy, je veux qu'ils foyent 
employez entre mes ferviteurs qui fervent i 
prefent : Af$avoir ; premier, deux mil francs 
a mon Medicin, deux mil a Elizabeth Curie, 
deux mille francs a Sebaftien page, deux mi! 
a Marie page ma filiole. A Beau-Regard mil 
francs, a Moubray mil francs* Mil a Gorgebn, 
xnil a Gervais. Plus fur les autres de» 
niers de mon revenu, & refte de Secopdat;' 
& de toutes mes cafualitez, je veux cftre em- 
ployez cinq cens francs a la mifericorde de* 
pauvres de Rheims, a mes Efcoliers dciix 
mil francs, au quatre Mandiants, la fomme : 
qu'il femblera neceflaire a mes executeurs, 
felon les moyens qui fe trouveront. 
Cinq cens francs au Hofpitaulx. 
A PEfcuyer deCuifine Martin, je donne 
mil francs. 

Mil francs a Annibal, & je laifle a mdff 

coufin de Guife fon parrain, a le mettre en 

quelque lieu pour fa vie en* fon fervice. • 

Je laifle cinq cens francs a Nicolas, & cinq 

cens pour fes filles quand il les mariera. 

1* 



Je ltiflVdflq cens francs 4 ftoMti Hateg. 
ton, & prie Men fik k prefidte, 4c Monfieti* 
de GUfiaw, foulte <k lay, ou i'Evefque de 
JtodTe, 

Je bi& iDUKer fen grefle foot* h faveor 
da Roy. 

Je donne cinq sens francs a Jean Liudor, 
fc prie raon coufin de Guife, ou du Maine, fe 
prendre en l«ur fervice, & iles Meffieutt'de 
Giafcou & de Rdue qulls aycnt foing de 1* 
Voir poarveu : je veux que fon pert fojt 
J»y4 de fee gages, & luy laffle cinq cen* 
francs, 

Je veux que mil francs folent payez I 
Gourjon pdur argent & autres chofes qu'H m'i 
fodrnies en ma neceffite. 

Je veux que C Bourgoirig aecomplift le 
voyage du veu qu'il a faift poor moy <L S. 
Nicolas, quequbze cens franca luy foientlh* 
rez i ceft effeA. 

Je lal&, felon mon peu de moyen, fix mi! 
francs k l'Evefque de Giafcou, trois toil a ce- 
luy de Rode. 

Je lauTc la donaifon des cafualitez & 
droits Seigneuriaux receptes, a mon fillol, 
fils de Mondeur de Ruifleau. 
- Je donnetrois cens francs a Laurens, pin* 
trois cens francs a Sufanne. 

Je laifle dfac mil francs entre les quatre par- 



l&ei qui ont eft& refyoft&ntt pour fcioy, & *tl 
fblliciteur parmy. 

Je veux que Pargent provenant des mcu- 
bles que j'ay o>rdonn£ eftre venduz a Londre*, 
(bit pour defrayer le voyage de mes gens 
jufques en France. 

Ma coche je la Iaifle {tour mener mes filler 
& les cfcevaux pqur les vendire* au autremenfc 
en faire Ietfrs commoditez. 

11 y £ environ cent efcu^des gages de& an* 
gees paflees, deub^s a Bourgoing, que je yaux 
luv efti;e payez. 

Je laifle deux mil francs a Melvin mon 
giaiftre d'Hoftel, 

J'ordpnne pour principal executeur de ma> 
volente, mon coufin le Dye dq Guy ft, & a- 
pres luyrAr^evefquedc (ilafcou l PEveft|ue 
de- Rotfe, & monfieur de RuifTeiu moq Chan- 
cellier. 

J'entends qua fans faukeque Le Preau jqu-^ 
yffe de fes dewx prebendes. 

Je reepmmande Marie Page ma fillole, a, 
ma coufin madaftie de Guyfe, & 1st prie dela 
prendre a fan fervicc, & a ma cante de Saiaft 
Pierre, de faire mettre Moubray en quelque 
bon lieu, ou la retenir en fervke. Pour Phon- 
peurde Di^u fai& ce jottrd*huy, fepttefme 
Feurier, Mil cinq cqns quatre-vingts fept. 

Marie R„ 
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MEMO IRE des dernicres requeftcr 

que fay faiifes au Roy. . 

De me fair payer, tant * de ce . qu'il me j 
doit de mes pehfions, que d 'argent a van* j 
ce par la feue Royne ma mere en Efcofle, 
pour le fervice du Roy mon beau Pere en ces 
quartiers, pour lemdins tant qu'un obit fbic 
fonde pour mbh ame, annuel, & que les aul- 
mofnes & petites fondations par moy promi- 
ses foyent parfaiftes. 

Plu€,-quMl luy plaife me laifler la joui'flance 
de mQn doiiaire un an apres ma mort, pour 
recompenler mes (erviteiirs, " , 
' Plus, s'il luy plaift laifler lefc gages & pqn- 
(ions d'iceux leur vie durant, commeTfut fai& 
aux officiers de la Royne Alienor* 

Plus, je luy fupplie recevoir mon Medicin 
a fon fervice, com me il a promis, & Pa voir 
pour recommande. . •_ . 

Plus, que mon Aulmofnier (bit r.emis en (on 
eftat, & en ma faveur pourveu de quelque pe- 
tit benefice, pour prier Dieu pour mon ame 
le refte de fa vie. 

Plus, que Didier unvieil Officer de ma 
bouche, auquel j'ay donne un GrefTe pour re- 
compenfe, en puifle jouyr fa vie durant, eftant 
ja fort aage. Faifl: le matin de ma mort, ce 
JMercredy huiftiefme Feurier, Mil cinqcens 
quatre-vingts fept. Maris R. 
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